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Native Hawaiians are under many types of stress. Native Hawaiian groups, 
often supported by other local people, have been involved for many years in 
struggles throughout the Hawaiian islands, particularly the rural areas.' 

Many of these confrontations result because of public and private develop- 
ment that adversely impacts on Native Hawaiian lifestyle, tradition, customs and 

practices, and the natural environment, so important to Native Hawaiians. Other 
events are due to alleged government mismanagement, inaction or breach of 

indigenous trust and issues of Native Hawaiian sovereignty. Many issues involve 

land ownership and use, access to private lands, and management of Ceded 
Lands and Hawaiian Home Lands. All these struggles are precipitated by 
decisions external to local communities. These confrontations indicate a need for 
more home rule and local autonomy in a highly centralized state such as Hawai'i. 
The struggles involve outright eviction, physical displacement, economic dislo- 
cation, cultural debasement, and Native rights. 

The resulting physical and emotional stress has implications for the good 
health, safety, and welfare of Native Hawaiians and local people, who have 
divergent values from the political-economic interests that carry out the projects 

Native Hawaiians object to. Particularly when living conditions are such that 

family life does not function, people are economically emarginated, households 
become crowded, or families are homeless because of evictions, tension and 
conflicts arise and break-up of families and family violence may occur. 

Native Hawaiian groups involved in these actions often attempt to protect 
ancient religious and burial sites, sacred places and mauka-makai (inland- 
ocean) natural resources. They promote cultural restoration projects, perpetua- 
tion of rural lifestyle, fishing practices, and community-based development. 

Reporting and monitoring these events are important for proper planning 
and risk assessment. For example, in 1985 the State of Hawai‘i Legislature 
requested that the state develop a system to monitor the adverse impact of 
tourism on the people and on the natural environment in Hawai‘i. In addition, the 
Legislature authorized in 1989 a carrying capacity study of tourism.? The 
monitoring system was supposed to include quality of employment, cultural and 
environmental integrity, and a community journal. 

Events in this list are broken down by island. The last section includes 
events statewide. 
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Island of Hawai‘i (Big Island) 

1974—Grass-roots Native Hawaiians at Kuka‘ilimoku in Kona, Hawai‘1, 

occupy a shoreline area and constructed a traditional fishing village as a 

cultural action against resort development. 

1979—A land claim demonstration was held at the Hilo airport, built on 

Hawaiian Homes Lands. 

In the 1980s Native Hawaiians of Malama Ka ‘Aina settled at King’s Landing 
on Hawaiian Home Lands in Keaukaha Tract II outside of Hilo in Puna. A plan 
for subsistence lifestyle for ten families was developed, but not acted upon by 
the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands. 

1985—Native Hawaiians of the Pele Defense Fund opposed geothermal 

development in Wao Kele O Puna Forest (in part of the Natural Area Reserve 
System) because it encroaches on the land of the volcano goddess Pele. The 
Pele Defense Fund also opposed the “public trust” land swap between the state 
and Campbell Estate to open the way to drilling. The State Supreme Court 
approved the land swap in its September 28 1992, but ruled that Native 
Hawaiian rights for subsistence, and cultural and religious needs must be 
honored in the Wao Kele O Puna Forest. 

1986—The Miloli‘i Native Hawaiian fishing village obtains long- term 
residential leases from the state to legitimize residency, after waiting 66 years. 

December 1987—Rural residents object to sign forbidding access to Kulani 
prison. Twelve groups representing geothermal opponents sue state and county 

and request an environmental impact statement of the geothermal project. 

November 1989—The Puna Community Council enters as a party in the 
contested case hearing regarding the alignment of the power line from the 
proposed Pohoiki plant to the Kea‘au substation. Geothermal opponents win 

in Federal Court and obtain that a federal impact statement be done to assess 
geothermal development. 

October 28, 1989—A demonstration against geothermal to stop the delivery of 
drilling equipment ends in five arrests. 

November 3, 1989—50 people protest the two billion 500 megawatt and sea 
cable proposal. 

December 15, 1989—39 geothermal opponents are arrested for trespassing at 
the site during a demonstration. 


