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2 deb ates center on Date-Laau initiative 
'By Jay Hartwell 
1td11erli1r,r 'ilaff \\ ril r r 

Supporter s and opponents of the 
Date-Laa u m1t1ative debat ed the 
issue at separate events yesterday . 

The opposition did not appear at 
an evening open forum, sponsored 
by the support ers - the Save Date­
Laau Coaht1on - and instead held 
an aftern oon pre ss conference . 

Both sides can be heard tonight 
on Oceanic Cablevision's Channel 
17. the pubhc access channel avail­
able to cable subscribers . From 6:30 
to 7 p.m., the opposition - Paul 
Tom. chairman of the Fairness 
Committee, and Ed Shimizu of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii, 
will appear on a live forum with 
the supporters - Jjm McCarthy 
and anoth er repr-esentative of the 
Save Date-Laau Coalition. 

Yesterd ay afternoon, representa~ 
lives of the Chamber of Commerce 
of Hawaii, the Retail Merchants of 
Hawaii, the Japanese Cliamber or 

Commerce and Kauaians for Nukoln 
held a press conference and gave 
their reasons for opposing initiative 
and. specifically, the Date-Laau 
initiative proposal which will go to 
voters at Tuesday's general elec­
tion. 

The proposal has three parts : 
• RedeslgnatJ.ng the city 's Devel­

opment Plan for low--density apart­
ments on the Date-Laau property . 

• Rezoning the Date-Laau proper­
ty for low-density use. 

• Requiring the city to adopt a 
new DevelopmenL Plan procedure 
that would require a developer or 
city department who wants to 
change the DJ;?velopmen~ Plan, to 
notify by mail landowners; lessees, 
sublessees and residents of the af­
fected area and those peoplt! in the 
abuttin9-,ar.ea. 

Bob Robinson, president of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii, 
said the ,representaUve form of gov­
erP,ment,, enables citiz;en viewpoints 
to be "adequately heard" by politi-

cians and the use ot 1muati1ve proc­
ess for land use planning is wrong , 
because it would bring "uncertain ­
ty, further delay and election-time 
emotionalism to rational lana use 
planning ." 

Not so, Maynard Hufschmidt told' 
about 40 people at last pight's 
forum at McCully-Moililli Library. 
He called initiative "the last step" 
in the. due process of planning. .. As 
long as we have initiative, there's 
nothing to say the citizens don't 
have the right to change an ordi­
nance." 

Robinson said the Date-Laau initi­
ative proposal was unfair and possi­
bly Illegal because it "piggybacks"· 
three separate issues Into one pack­
age. 

If voters approve the proposal, 
Robinson suggested the Chamber or 
Commerce might challenge the 
proposal's constitutionality in cour~. 
He said the Date-Laau proponents 
had the chance to split up the three 

issues but, instead, decided to group 
them together . 

Jim McCarthy, found~r of the 
Date-Laau Coalition, said after last 
night's meeting that there is legal 
precedent for grouping the issues. 
He also said the coalition believes 
bringing the earls together makes 
the issue easier for voters to under­
stand. 

Meanwhile, two other organiza ­
tions joined the debate over the 
Date-Laau initiative. 

T-he Initiative Committee, which 
campaigned to get an initial.ive sec• 
lion added to the city charter. an­
nounced its support of the measure 
and said it would protect affordable 
housing. 

The Hawaii Building ·and Con­
struction Trades Council, an um­
brella group of 17 unions, says it 
has advised its members to vote 
against the measure on groun ds 
that its notice provisions and the 
precedent it would set would hurt 
the building industry. 


