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Hale Mb}zalu pleas all ‘not guilty’f

By Mark Matsunaga i
Advertiser Staff Writer 2

The district courthouse in
Pearl City is only a couple of
hundred yards away from Hale
‘Mohalu.

But what happened in court
yesterday was worlds apart
from events a week earlier at
the former leprosy hospital.

On Sept. 21, state officials
evicted and arrested Hale
Mohalu’s last residents, Clar-
ence Naia and Bernard Punik-
aia, and 16 supporters. It was a
dramatic but peaceful end to
the five-year battle over Hale
Mohalu, which the state aban-
doned five years ago.

Yesterday, in a raucous hear-
ing before District Judge Ken-
neth Saruwatari, the 18 defend-
ants pleaded not guilty to
misdemeanor charges of tres-
passing and obstructing govern-
ment operations.

State Deputy Attarney Gener-
al Frank Kim acted'as prosecu-
tor, because City Prosecutor
Charies Marsland refused to
handle the case. Kim filed addi-
tional charges of second-degree
criminal trespassing against 17
defendants who were originally
only charged with obstruction.

Kim stumbled often, mixing
up names and charges. And he
said several defendants commit-
ted the obstruction on Sept. 14,
a week before the eviction ar-
rests actually occurred.

That drew loud chortles and
guffaws from the gallery. Many
of the defendants said they

were not at Hale Mohalu on
Sept. 14.

One, John Witeck, suggested
the state may be trying to
“blow the case” deliberately.

Saruwatari said later, how-

_ever, that the state can correct
the error before the trials,
which are scheduled for Janu-

ary.
The defendants themselves

" interrupted the hearing often, to

ask questions and make
speeches.

Punikaia said, ‘““The wrong
people are on trial.”

Only one defendant, James
Albertini — a Big Island resi-
dent who was not at the hear-
ing — was represented by an

" atlorney.

Saruwatari asked the others
whether they wanted to cbtain
lawyers before entering pleas.

Some said yes. Some .said no
and pleaded not guilty. Witeck
said, “I am appalled at this
whole procedure ... Every-
body's ready to plead not guilty
to these ridiculous charges.”

Other defendants asked for
time to get attorneys, then
changed their minds and plead-
ed not guilty.

Several hours later, court
clerks were still trying to sort
out the cases. “Everything is
just a total mess,” said one
clerk.,

Kim, hounded to his car by
reporters, refused to make any
comment.

“ First Deputy Attorney Gener-
al Michael Lilly said later that
Kim was only assigned the case
on Tuesday, after Marsland re-
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Bernard Punikaia, and other Hale Mohalu supporters outside thp
Ewa District Court building with a sign thanking City Prosecutor
Charles Marsland for declining to prosecute them.

fused to prosecute.

Lifly did not comment direct-
ly on reports that the state con-
sidered dropping charges
against Punikaia antl Naia. He
said, 1 have sympathy for Ber-
nard and Clarence, but that
sympathy doesn't lessen the
fact that the laws have to be
enforced.”

Charged with one count of ob-
structing government opera-
tions and second-degree tres-

passing each are: Punikaia, 53;
Naia, 55; Jéwell Cuigon, 43, of

Ohua Street; Kawehi Kanui Gill,
33, of Round Top Drive; Alber-
tini, 36, of Kurtistown, Puna;

Bruce Doneux, 36, of Kalaupa-
pa; Radine Kamakea, 31, of Huli
Street; Ruth Chow, 62, of Lime
Street; Elke Marsh, 44, of Kuua-
la Avenue;, Eric Enos, 34, of
Makaha Valley Road; Witeck,
38, of Puna Street; Kalama Aka-
mine, of Kahawalu Drive; Abra-
ham Ahmad, 45, of Kawananf-
koa Place; Joseph Neilson, 68,
of Waipao Street; Holly Hender-
son, 41, of Craigside Place;
Kevin Kunz, 36, of Holuaioa;
and Frederick Dodge, 52, of Ha-
kalena Drive. Y

Mary Neilgon, 568, of Waipao
Street, was charged only with
trespassing.
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