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Endangered Species Day

The second annual Endangered
Species Day, celebrating the conser-
vation of rare and endangered spe-
cies, was a two day event at Lyon.
Director Christopher Dunn kicked
off the festivities with a media tour
with Senator Brian Taniguchi, Rep-
resentative Kirk Caldwell, and
Councilwoman Ann Kobayashi.
The gardens were peppered in flag-
ging. Yellow flags represented the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife endangered
or threatened plants, red flags rep-
resented plants on the IUCN Red

List, and pink flags represented plants
not yet tederally protected, but are un-
der protection in our micropropaga-
tion or seed labs. It was an impressive
visual reminder of the value of the Ar-
boretum’s extensive collections and
plant conservation efforts. Several
speakers, including Joan Yoshioka,
Vince Costello, Aaron Lowe, Shahin
Ansari, Norine Yeung, Kira Krend,
Ray Baker, and Liz Huppman pro-
vided information on conservation
efforts and demonstrations of species
protection work.

Visitor Center & Gift Shop Reopens!

Lyon Arboretum’s visitor center
and gift shop recently reopened
with new plumbing, flooring,
lights, furniture and a fresh coat of
paint. The upstairs and downstairs
bathrooms are also handicapped
accessible. There is now ample

space in the gift shop for new gar-
den books, special Arboretum crafts
and T-shirts. The shop for many
years has been an island favorite; it is
a source for ono jams and jellies, lei,
oshibana crafts and much more.
Volunteers are needed to help greet

ALOHA TOKI!

In addition to offering behind-the-
scene tours of the seed and micro-
propagation labs, the Arboretum
also provided guided tours, activi-
ties for family and children, a
poster contest, an 'Umeke market
food booth and event T-shirts for
sale. All in all, it was a great event,
bringing many new visitors to the
Arbotretum, to celebrate our mis-
sion of conservation. Stay tuned;
plans for next year’s event are al-
ready in the works!

-Jill Laughlin

visitors, direct them to the gar-
dens, and help with the new gift
shop. If you have a few hours a
week to help, call us at 988-0461
to volunteer. Please come visit us!

-Jill Langhlin

Toki Murakami has been a familiar face at the Arboretum for all visitors who have come
through the Visitor Center in the past 2 decades. Toki officially retired last month from her
secretary position at the Arboretum after 20 plus years of service. Her generous spirit will be
greatly missed by the multitude of visitors, volunteers, and staff. Mahalo, Toki!

WISH LIST:

Ziploc sandwich bags (gallon and sandwich
size), vases (no plastic), Stihl backpack
blower, sweeping broom, Fujitsu scanner, #2
pencils with erasers, hand sanitizer

We acknowledge with gratitude the following donations:

Sue Higa (fans, clock radio), Mary Cooke (ceramic pots),
Joan Yoshioka (round trip airline tickets), Megan Parker
(digital camera), Joyce Harada (Surinam cherries)
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From the Director’s Desk

e Endangered Species Day is now
B behind us. As Jill Laughlin states
in her story, it was a wonderful
¥ cvent that drew great crowds and
¥ confirms two unrelated facts: (1)
< our community is concerned
""" about the endangered plants of
Hawai'i and (2) people want to see us open on at least one
weekend day. The latter we can do something about
(which you will see this later this season). The former, we
hope you will help us with.
There are few places on earth where the endangerment of
native plants is more dire. Did you know, for instance,
that:

e there are more endangered plants per square mile in
Hawai'i than anywhere else on the planet?

®  90% of our native plants occur only in the state of
Hawai'i and nowhere else on Earth?

e nearly 20% of our native flora is endangered?

.._T_‘ {l

e almost one-fourth of the endangered plants
in the entire United States occur in Hawai'i?

For some plants, we don’t know why they are so
rare. For many others, the reasons are clear:
invasive exotic plants can out-compete natives.
Non-native animals, urban development, and
other factors can alter or destroy habitat and ren-
der it unsuitable for native plants.
The point of Endangered Species Day is not to
depress us or make us feel helpless. Rather,
armed with an understanding of the problem, we
can begin to address it. One tactic is to replace
known invasives in your gardens with native spe-
cies. Another is to encourage others to do like-
wise and encourage stores to sell and promi-
nently display native plants. Or, you can volun-
teer at the Arboretum and help remove weeds
from our grounds. With your help, we can stem
the tide of invasive plant pests! Mahalo.

-Dr. Christopher Dunn

2nd grade: Olivier Saint-Cur

Volunteer of the Quarter

When asked how long Gwen Ihrig has been volun-
teering with the Arboretum, she laughs, “I don’t keep
track of those things. We’ll just say a very long time.”
Gwen was first introduced to the Arboretum through
an Adult Education Cooking Course. She quickly
decided she wanted to spend more time here amongst
the plants and became involved as an Arboretum vol-
unteer. Gwen has been very active in the Plant Sales,
including serving as Chair. She also worked to create
plant guide lists and was involved with docent train-
ing, the intern program, and bromeliad garden main-
tenance. She has even served as LAA Board Presi-
dent! Her most enjoyable time spent? “Learning to

After taking a short break from
volunteering, Gwen says she is really
looking forward to her return.

So are we, Gwen!

care for different plants and working with the
young sprouts of endangered plants in the green-
house.”
Let’s not forget the Monday morning goodies
Gwen has provided for us. “I think that’s the
only reason we came in to work on Mondays,”
says Ray Baker.

-James Krolikowski

The Kukui Leaf is published quarterly by the Lyon Arboretum, 3860 Manoa Road, Honolulu, Hawai'i 96822.
This newsletter is available in an alternate format upon request. Editors: Alice Kitajima and James Krolikowski.
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Avian Adventures

For the past six months, two interactively investigate the environment (i.e.
Zoology graduate students from plants, insects, and birds). Kira Krend is a fel-
the University of Hawai'i’s Ecol- low in the EECB NSF Integrative Graduate
?‘r_c{g\ ogy, Evolution, and Conserva- Education and Research Traineeship program
Lo 43% tion Biology Program (EECB) and has been conducting a study of avian dis-
' collaborated with Lyon Arbore- eases in O'ahu forest birds, using the Arbore-
"Amakibi drawing by tum to bring exciting research to tum as one of her study sites. She has been in-
Cassandra deKramer. — the classroom and community. vestigating avian malaria, pox, and ectoparasite
As a fellow in the EECB Na- prevalence in native and introduced forest birds.
tional Science Foundation (NSF) G K-12 program, Fifteen or more introduced species of forest
Norine Yeung has been using her study of birds to birds reside at the Arboretum; the only native
provide young students an opportunity to compare the forest bird present is the O'ahu 'Amakihi. To-
ecology of their schoolyard biota with that of O'ahu’s gether, Norine and Kira used their interest and
offshore islets. Students surveyed plants and ants to expertise in ornithology to help develop activi-
understand and compare the interactions among ot- ties to highlight the importance of connecting
ganisms and their environment. This year, she has current research projects to the classroom and
been working with the Arboretum education depart- the world outside.
ment to develop activities that allow visiting youth to -Norine Yeung & Kira Krend

Construction Update

I’'m excited to report that we have had some positive activity since our last newsletter. The gift shop has
reopened and we are once again using the Main Cottage for activities. We have also seen progress on the
next phase of construction as many of us sadly watched Cottages A and G collapse during demolition.
We are excited about having new facilities and we look forward to having offices and equipment space
for our grounds and education departments.

I want to thank all our visitors, especially our long time friends and volunteers, for their patience as this
construction work has been long drawn-out. We are anticipating your return with excitement and enthusi-
asm as we eagerly look forward to reviving our excellent programs, and moving the Arboretum toward
the many new opportunities ahead of us. Thank you.

-Ken Seamon

Cottage A (left) and Cottage G
(right), originally built in the 1920’s
by HSPA, were demolished in mere
minutes by the excavator. The new
cottages will house the Education
and the Grounds and Plant Collec-
tions Department.

ALOHA KATHRYN!

Kathryn Turner, a botanic gardener at the Arboretum since summer 2006, will be bidding
2 ‘adios’ in June to move to Northern California. Mahalo, Kathryn, for creating a welcoming
§ cnvironment for volunteers and visitors as well as sharing your wealth of avian knowledge and
B2 your avid curiosity of plants with the staff. You will be greatly missed. A hui hou!!
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SEND TO:.

ARBORETUM
OPERATING
HOURS:

Monday-Friday,
9 a.m.- 4 p.m.

Free docent-led tours
available at 10 a.m.
Please call 988-0461
for reservations.

SAVE THE TREES!

If you’d like to receive
future newsletters in
pdf format via email,

please contact
alicekit@hawaii.edu or
krolikow(@hawaii.edu.

PLANT SALE

AT THE LYON ARBORETUM

You’ll find assorted ti, heliconias, gingers, bromeliads,
native plants, garden.and lanai plants:

Free shuttle service to the Arboretum.
Pick up points at Po'elua Street and Nipo Street
where they intersect with Manoa Road.

JUNE 21, 2008 (SATUR DAY)
OAM—2 PM
FREE ADMISSION

CALL 988-0472 FOR MORE INFORMATION.



