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MEMORANDUM 
August 4, 1997 

To: Lt. Governor Borja, Pete A. Tenorio, Vicente N. Santos, Sam McPhetres, Elizabeth 
Rechebei, Noel Quitugua, Herman T. Guerrero, Genevieve Cabrera, Dr. Rita Inos, Dr. 
Jon Van Dyke, David Wiseman, Dr. Berkley-Coats. 

From: Ron Barrineau, Executive Director 

Subject: Recap of our second meeting on "Balancing Indigenous Rights With 
Constitutional Responsibility." 

Thanks to all of you for attending the second discussion on July 18th. The 
group discussed a number of areas related to indigenous rights and constitutional 
responsibilities. I make no real attempt here to report on the wide range of topics we 
delved into, but the following questions seem in general to characterize the thinking of 
the group. Please feel free to add or change these. We are open to any suggestions. 

1. What are indigenous rights and how are these rights related to non­
indigenous rights. (This question may be answered in the presentation). 

2. The Chamorro and Carolinian people are identified in the Covenant as the 
indigenous people of the CNMI. What are their indigenous rights? 

3. What indigenous rights are included in the Covenant? 
4. Should certain economic resources, such as public lands or fishing 

grounds, be reserved for the indigenous people? 
5. Are all U.S. citizens, including both indigenous and non-indigenous people, 

equally protected by the U.S. Constitution? 

Article 12, of the CNMI Constitutions, as we all know, restricts ownership to real 
property to the indigenous people of the CNMI. Some members- of the group felt that 
this was the only indigenous right of the people of the CNMI. While there was no 
consensus, it was agreed that the group would not discuss any Article 12 related 
litigation. 

I think we can all agree that the indigenous people of the CNMI are the 
Chamorros and the Carolinians and that a discussion of who was here first would not 
be productive. 
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