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The Pele Defense Fund has opposed the development of
geothermal energy on religious and cultural grounds. However,
we do not expect the broader public to agree with ourr;gint
of view -en—the—same groumds. -Newertheless, We believe that
geothermal energy wi{}.be'economically and technically b+—
disastrous for the state of Hawai'i. We ask the proponents
of geothermal energy in the state government anerhe public
utilities to re-examine the logic of developing geothermal
energy for Hawai'i and to share that rationale with the
public.

L

-As-Mfe understand the state's policy, there are four
possible objectives for pursuing geothermal energy:

(1) To produce energy at a cheaper cost

(2) To reduce the vulnerabilit& of the state to

disruption in oil supply.

(3) To attain self-sufficiency in energy generation.

(4) To reduce the greenhouse effect.

The statistics, data and findings that will be presented
today w1l show that geothermal energy cannot be produced
at a cheaper cost than oil or certain other renewable
sources. The development of geothermal energy at a cost
of $4.6 billion will place a great financial burden on the
general public.

With regard to the issue of the greenhouse effect,
the amount of energy used by Hawai'i contributes very
little to that problem and it is pot the major reason

for the state to pursue geothermal energy.



Pursuing self-sufficiency in electric generation in
order to reduce the vulnerability of the state to a disruption
in 0il supply #zg’;he primary remaining objectives.

While self-suffiéiency-in energy-genération is an

ideal and perhaps even admirable goal for the general public

we have to say that this is not a realistic, viable or feasible

goal.
B

We see that the state is not pursuing the goal of
self-sufficiency in other areas such as food, transportation
0il and fuel, capital or technology. This is because it is
an unfeasible goal g;:éi‘€%gggEU%gﬁié;:iéjzﬁzzzglénd—state-

Clearly, however, geothermal energy is not a self-sufficient
form of energy. Even if the steam is indigenous, it can only
be transformed into electricity through imported technology,
capital and expertise.

By committing huge resources into the development of
geothermal energy at this time, the government is making
irretrievable commitments of irreplaceable resources. The
government_is limiting the flexibility to develop other cheaper,
more efficient, indigenous sources of truly renewable energy.

Rather than making the goal energy self-sufficiency,
the goal should be to attain an uninterrupted supply of
energy at the least cost for our islands.

At this point we poée the followihg questions to the

State of Hawai'i:

(1) Is the state willing to re-examine and reconsider

W"h
its commitment to geothermalhene gy?



(2)

(3)

(4)

Is the state willing to suspend its funding and
permitting of geothermal activities until a
thorough re-examination of largescale geothermal
energy development is completed?

Is that state willing to open to public review
its rationale for pursuiné geothermal energy and
the data and statistics which justify that policy?

What commitment is the state making to implementing

the proposed least cost energy plan that is being

considered for funding in this legislative session?

These are the questions that we will pose to legislators,

the governor, the Department of Business and Economic Development,
and the Hawai'i Natural Energy Institute over the course of

this week when we meet with them.

These are the guestions that we will be asking of the

public utilities as well, in the future.
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