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Won’t prosecute
Hale Mohalu group,
Marsland says

Honolulu City Prosecutor Charles
Marsiand told state officials yester-
day he doesn’'t want to prosecule
the 18 persons arrested when the
state moved to demolish the leprosy
facility at Hale Mohalu.

If the state wants to continue
with the trespassing charges
againgt the two patients and their
16 supporters, Marsland said. it
should carry the case forward on its
awn.

According to Department of
Health spokesman Don Haorio, direc-
tor Charles Clark believes that “the
law {8 the law"” and that prosecu-
tion should be pursued.

“He believes the law should be
held equally to everybody.” said
Horio. “To not prosecute would set
a precedent.”

Attorney General Tany Hong was
believed preparing a response to
Marsland's letter.

Marsland told Hong he. believes
that the case ‘“does not warrant”
criminal prosecutlon. The 18 face
trespassing charges — which, upon
convictjon, would constitute petty
misdemeanors.

If a deputly stale attorney general
does not show up tomorrow Lo han-
dle arfaignment arid pleas in Ewa
District Court, Marsland said, his of-
fice will file a motlon to dismiss
charges,
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