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Protests

Maui barbed-wzre fence cut
to open up pathway to beach

By Edwin Tanji_

Adcertiser Maui County Bureau

KIHEI, Maui — Maui resi-
dents ‘demanding public access
to Palauea Beach near Makena
yesterday cut a barbed-wire
fence to open an old pathway
to the beach.

Maui police observed the ac-
tivity but said they were in-
structed to avoid a confronta-
tion with the protest group, Hui
Alanui O Makena. Officers tock
the name of Leslie Kuloloio, a
leader of Hui Alanui, but said
any further action would: be up
to the property owner.

About 35 persons, including

Kuloloio, Harry Mitchell of
Keanae and Aunty Alice Kuilol-
oio, participated in the fence-
cutting.
_ The property is owned by an
investment hui, which plans to
develop the area for a hotel or
condominiums. The Palauea
Beach Properties_hui is repre-
sented by real estate developer
‘Wendell Brooks.

The beachfront parcel, which
has been fenced off for more
than a decade, is to be turned
over to Maui County as a beach
park as part of the hui's overall
development plans. But Dana
Naone Hall, another leader of
the protest group, said the

county should be moving to
provide public access without

waiting for the developer. 1

“We don't feel-the’ public
should have to wait until the
developer is ready to move on
a project,” she said. o

Hall and Leslie Kuloloio said
older Makena area residents
can recall the beach being open
to the public from the winding
dirt road. The fence in the area
went up about the time of
Maui’s “hippie invasion,”
large numbers of transients
began setting up permanent

-camps on remote beaches.
In preparation for yesterday's

fence cutting, Kuloloio said he
consulted with Maui County
Managing Director Howard
Nakamura. Nakamura in turn
spoke "to Brooks and advised
Kuloloio that there would be no
confrontations and no arrests: if
Hui Alanui cut the fence.

The protest group, led bjr ér-

‘chaeologist Charies Keau, aiso|

conducted a march to a heiau

complex mauka of the road.

Keau said the Palauea heiau
complex was investigated by

when -

————

Bishop Museum archaeologist
Patrick Kirch, who reported
the area appeared to be a reli-
gious heiau of some s:gmfl-
cance.




