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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF LOCAL

Eric Yamamoto*

This essay is from Chapter 7 of Eric Yamamoto's senior
project, a 148-page senior thesis entitled "From
'Japanee' to Local: Community Change and the Re-
definition of Sansei Identity in Hawaii," which
shared the first Hormann Prize Award in Sociology in
1975. The major data source of the study was a series
of interviews with "18 to 24 year-old Sansei of Oahu
of middle-class backgrounds,” and Mr. Yamamoto notes
in his introduction: "Indications are that most of
Hawaii's Sansei can be classified as a part of this
group I am delineating. I am such a Sansei. Under-
standing the Sansei of Hawaii is one way of helping
me understand myself in the context of my peers and
the interplay of existing and developing social,
cultural, and economic forces in Hawaii. Also, the
middle-class Sansei provides a significant group for
study because they are right in the middle of #The
Problem' in the changing Hawaiian society. They are
neither Hawaiians nor Haoles. They are neither recent
migrants nor descendants of prehistory inhabitants
of Hawaii. They are neither upper-class nor lower-—
class. The Sansei provide a group through which most
of the important questions about Hawaiian society can
be raised. What is Hawaii's present situation and
what are its future prospects?"
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The emergence and passing of several terms
identifying a composite person of Hawaii, unique to
Hawaii, suggests the existence of an evolving island
identity. The term "Kanaka" became popular before
the Second World War. It connoted island males who
led stereotyped Hawaiian life styles (fun loving,
unconcerned, lazy). "Kamaaina" was a term used to
describe people of Hawaii with their roots in Hawaii.
James Michener, in his book Hawaii, imagined a
"Golden Man" of Hawaii arising from the melting and
fusing of races.

*Special acknowledgment to Dr. Wayne Wooden, who provided
intellectual stimulation and invaluable counsel as my tutor,
adviser, and research associate.







