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1. RECEIVED 

 

From Angela Terrill, Department Pacific Affairs, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia:  

 

HIMATA, SHADRACH, POMALEU, IVAN with REGAN, ANTHONY. 2023. Post-referendum Decision-

making on Bogainville's Future Political Status: Two Policy Statements. Canberra: Department of 

Pacific Affairs, Australian National University. Discussion Paper No. 2023/2.  

 

ROONEY, NAYAHAMUI. 2023. 'Fabricated Security Space': Gendered Security Discourse between 

Australia and Papua New Guinea. Canberra: Department of Pacific Affairs, Australian National 

University. Working Paper No. 2023/2. 

 

SMITH, GRAEME, IOMPIOMBATO, DARIA, KABUTAULAKA, TARCISIUS & SZADZIEWSKI, 

HENRYK. 2023. Mapping PRC Companies in the Pacific. Canberra: Department of Pacific Affairs, 

Australian National University. Discussion Paper No. 2023/1. 

 

 

2. NEW BOOKS 

 

[These books can't be purchased from the CPAS. Please send your enquiries directly to the publishers. Not 

all the books in this section are strictly new, but those that are not, were not before listed in the Oceania 

Newsletter.] 

 

GENERAL 

 

CAIRNS, MALCOLM. 2024 (March). Farmer Innovations and Best Practices by Shifting Cultivators in 

Asia-Pacific. Wallingford: CABI. 1104 pages. ISBN: 978-1-80062-009-4(hb). 978-1-80062-010-0 

(pdf) and 978-1-80062-011-7 (epub). Retrieved 18 March 2024 from: 

https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/doi/book/10.1079/9781800620117.0000.  

 

"This book, the third of a series, shows how shifting cultivators, from the Himalayan foothills to the 

Pacific Islands, have devised ways to improve their farming systems. Using case studies collected 

over many years, it considers the importance of swidden agriculture to food security and livelihoods, 

and its environmental significance, across multiple cultures, forest and cropping systems. There is a 

particular focus on soil fertility and climate change challenges. It is a 'must read' for those who 

realize that if the lives of shifting cultivators are to be improved, then far more attention needs to be 

directed to the indigenous and often ingenious innovations that shifting cultivators have themselves 

been able to develop. Many of these innovations and best practices will have strong potential for 

extrapolation to shifting cultivators elsewhere and to farming systems in general.  

 

Including: 12. No burning: Some unusual elements of agricultural systems in Papua New Guinea, by 

R. Michael Bourke and Bryant Allen; 21. Pakukui: The productive fallow of ancient Hawaii, by Noa 

Kekuewa Lincoln; 27. Sentinels of a Polynesian past: Biogeography, ethnobotany and conservation 
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status of koka (Java cedar, Bischofa javanica) in the Pacifc Islands and Southeast Asia, by Randolph 

R. Thaman." 

 

DANSIE, ANDREW, AALEWAY, HEIDI K., & BÖER, BENNO (eds). 2024 (April). The Water, Energy, 

and Food Security Nexus in Asia and the Pacific: The Pacific. Paris and Cham: UNESCO and 

Springer Nature. 472 pages. ISBN:  978-3-031-25462-8 (hc), 978-3-031-25465-9 (pb) and 978-3-

031-25463-5 (pdf). Retrieved 28 May 2024 from: https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-25463-5.  

 

"Global climate targets and the call to action from the Pacific must be heeded while major 

environmental, societal and economical progress is needed in the region. Leadership from Pacific 

Island Countries and Territories needs to be supported with action and resourcing to meet both 

global net zero goals and regional SDGs. This volume applies the water, energy, and food security 

nexus approach solely in a Pacific context for the first time, bringing together the region's 17 

countries and 7 Territories. This approach improves the security of each sector and supports regional 

climate and environmental priorities. Effective intersectoral solutions exist with connectivity 

between the water-food and water-energy sectors of particular benefit. Traditional knowledge and 

crop production have historically and will continue to play a major role in food security and water 

resources management in the region. Increased energy demand needs to be met with increased 

renewables installation as well as new technologies that encompass storage and transport 

considerations. Governments, decision makers, research communities, and practitioners dealing with 

water, energy, or food as well as the environment in the Pacific are invited to build on the findings of 

this volume and work together on Pasifika-led solutions for the region and the world. 

 

Contents: Foreword by Hilda C. Heine; Foreword by Shahbaz Khan; Contributors; 1. An 

Introduction and Overview to Building Water, Energy, and Food Security in the Pacific Using a 

Nexus Approach, by Andrew Dansie, Heidi K. Alleway, and Benno Böer; Part I. A Regional 

Overview: 2. State of Freshwater Resources in the Pacific, by Nicholas Schofield and Hemant Ojha; 

3. Energy Security in the Pacific, by Katerina Syngellakis and Peter Johnston; 4. State of Food and 

Nutrition Security in the Pacific, by Federico Davila, Sarah Burkhart, and Tarli O'Connell; Part II. 

Regional Issues of the Pacific: 5. Regional Climate Drivers, Trends and Forecast Change, by Clare 

Stephens and Arona Ngari; 6. The Water-Food Equation in the Pacific, by Heidi K. Alleway and 

Wade L. Hadwen; 7. The Water-Energy Equation, by Richard R. Rushforth; 8. Desalination in the 

Pacific, by Yingfei Huang, Conna Leslie-Keefe, and Greg Leslie; 9. Towards a Circular Logistics 

Partnership: Regional Trade, Waste, and Inter-Sectoral Cooperation, by Simon Bennett, Anthony 

Talouli, and Vinayak V. Dixit; 10. Infrastructure Vulnerability to Disruption: A Particularly Pacific 

Problem, by Matt Blacka, Fiona Johnson, and Ron Cox; Part III. Cross-Cutting Themes for 

Security: 11. Adapting to Change? Traditional Knowledge and Water, by Melissa Nursey-Bray, 

Sally Jerome Korerura, Monifa Fiu, Siosinamele Lui, Philip Malsale, Azarel Mariner, Filomena 

Nelson, Salesa Nihmei, Meg Parsons, and Espen Ronneberg; 12. Energy Transitions, by Richard 

Corkish, Sandip Kumar, and John Korinihona; 13. Secured WEF and Gender: Better Data for 

Equality and Resilience, by Laura Imburgia; 14. Poverty in the Pacific: Trends, Progress, and 

Challenges in the Early Twenty-First Century, by Michael Burnside, Sarah Cook, and Akhil Suresh 

Nair; 15. Living in Oceania, by Amit Singh, Atishma Lal, and Janez Susnik; Part IV. An Integrated 

Approach: 16. Nexus as a Lens for SDG Implementation, by Natalie Degger, Christian Severin, and 

Vladimir Mamaev; 17. UNESCO-Designated Sites in the Pacific, by Hans Dencker Thulstrup; 18. 

Clean Energy Options for the Future, by Emma Lovell, Rahman Daiyan, Jason Scott, and Rose 

Amal; 19. Geothermal Energy for PICTs, by Edoardo Santagata, Klaus Regenauer-Lieb, and 

Richard Corkish; 20. Towards Food, Nutrition and Income Security in Papua New Guinea through 

Inland Fish Farming, by Jesmond Sammut, Havini Vira, Shanice Tong, Matthew Nicholl, Joshua 

Noiney, Debashish Mazumder, Jacob Wani, Kiros Hiruy, and Sue Mei Lau."  

 

ELLIOTT, DENIELLE & WOLF-MEYER, MATTHEW J. (eds). 2023. Naked Fieldnotes: A Rough Guide 

to Ethnographic Writing. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press. 368 pages. ISBN: 978-1-

5179-1614-5 (pb) and 978-1-5179-1613-8 (cl). 

 

"Ethnographic research has long been cloaked in mystery around what fieldwork is really like for 

researchers, how they collect data, and how it is analyzed within the social sciences. Naked 

Fieldnotes, a unique compendium of actual fieldnotes from contemporary ethnographic researchers 

from various modalities and research traditions, unpacks how this research works, its challenges and 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-25463-5
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its possibilities. The volume pairs fieldnotes based on observations, interviews, drawings, 

photographs, soundscapes, and other contemporary modes of recording research encounters with 

short, reflective essays, offering rich examples of how fieldnotes are composed and shaped by 

research experiences. These essays unlock the experience of conducting qualitative research in the 

social sciences, providing clear examples of the benefits and difficulties of ethnographic research 

and how it differs from other forms of writing such as reporting and travelogue. By granting access 

to these personal archives, Naked Fieldnotes unsettles taboos about the privacy of ethnographic 

writing and gives scholars a diverse, multimodal approach to conceptualizing and doing 

ethnographic fieldwork. 

 

Contents (Pacific chapters): 4. Papua New Guinea, Nursing College, Lectures and Pedagogy, 2012, 

by Barbara Andersen; 23. New South Wales, Genetic Samples, Indigeneity, 2007, by Emma Kowal." 

 

FORD, ANNE, SHAW, BEN & GAFFNEY, DYLAN. 2024 (May). Forty Years in the South Seas: 

Archaeological Perspectives on the Human History of Papua New Guinea and the Western 

Pacific Region. Canberra: ANU Press. 435 pages. ISBN: 978-1760466435 (pb) and 978-

1760466442 (pdf). Retrieved 29 May 2024 from: http://doi.org/10.22459/TA57.2024.  

 

"This edited volume of invited chapters honours the four decades of fundamental research by 

archaeologist Glenn Summerhayes into the human prehistory of the islands of the western Pacific, 

especially New Guinea and its offshore islands. This area helped to shape and direct many ancient 

dispersal events associated with Homo sapiens, initially from Africa more than 50,000 years ago, 

through the lower latitudes of Asia, into Australia, New Guinea, the Bismarck Archipelago, and 

possibly the Solomon Islands. Around 3000 years ago, coastal regions of northern and eastern New 

Guinea, and the islands of Melanesia beyond, played a major role in the Oceanic migrations of 

Austronesian-speaking peoples from southern China and Southeast Asia, migrations that have 

recently attained new levels of genetic complexity through the analysis of ancient DNA from human 

remains. For the first time, humans of both Southeast Asian and New Guinea/Bismarck genetic 

origin reached the islands of Remote Oceania, beyond the Solomons. Many of the chapters in this 

book deal with archaeological aspects of this Austronesian maritime expansion (which never 

seriously impacted the populations of the New Guinea Highlands), especially as revealed through the 

analysis of Lapita pottery and associated artefacts. Other chapters offer archaeological perspectives 

on trade and exchange, and on related topics that extend into the ethnographic era. The research of 

Glenn Summerhayes stands centrally amongst all these offerings, ranging from the discovery of 

some of the oldest traces of Pleistocene human settlement in Papua New Guinea to documentation of 

the remarkable phenomenon of Lapita expansion through Melanesia into western Polynesia around 

3000 years ago. This volume is a fitting celebration of a remarkable career in western Pacific 

archaeology and population history" (Peter Bellwood). 

 

"Contents: Preliminary pages; List of figures; List of tables; 1. Introduction: Glenn Summerhayes' 

forty years in the south seas, by Ben Shaw, Anne Ford and Dylan Gaffney; Part I. Glenn 

Summerhayes in Papua New Guinea: 2. Recollection of Glenn Summerhayes' relationship with the 

Papua New Guinea National Museum and Art Gallery, by Kenneth Miamba, Loretta Hasu, Henry 

Arifeae, Betty Neanda, Jemina Haro, Joyce Taian and Dickson Kangi; 3. Personal reflections on 

working with Professor Glenn Summerhayes in Papua New Guinea, by Roxanne Tsang and Jason 

Kariwiga; 4. Em i tisa blong mi - On the value of community engagement in research, by Elizabeth 

Matisoo-Smith; Part II. Lapita: 5. The Lapita pottery of Tamuarawai (EQS), Emirau Island, Papua 

New Guinea: Studying the form and decoration of one of the earliest pottery assemblages in the 

western Pacific, by Nicholas W.S. Hogg and Glenn R. Summerhayes; 6. Understanding social 

connections within the Bismarck Archipelago through petrographic and motif analyses of Mussau 

Lapita pottery assemblages, by Scarlett Chiu, Yuyin Su, David Killick, Patrick Kirch, Glenn R. 

Summerhayes, Jim Specht and Wallace Ambrose: 7. Lapita pottery makers' marks: The memory of 

signs and wonders? by Matthew Spriggs; 8. An update on Late Lapita: Its manifestations and 

associated implications, by Stuart Bedford; Part III. Interaction and exchange: 9. Landscapes of 

exchange in the Willaumez Peninsula, West New Britain, Papua New Guinea, by Gustavo F. Bonnat, 

Robin Torrence and Peter White; 10. The difficulty of sourcing prehistoric pottery from Bootless 

Bay, Central Province, Papua New Guinea, by Anne Ford, Jim Allen and Elaine Chen; 11. Trading 

valuables to foreigners in south-east New Guinea in the nineteenth century: The case of Conus arm-

shells, by Pamela Swadling, Robin Torrence and Jill Hasell; 12. Raided and traded: Sourcing 

http://doi.org/10.22459/TA57.2024


4 

 

Marind-anim exotic stone objects, south-east Papua (Indonesia), by Ian J. McNiven and Friedrich E. 

von Gnielinski; Part IV. Cultural landscapes: 13. Mid-late Holocene diversification of cultural 

identities in the Massim islands and the formative development of Kula: Excavations at the Mumwa 

site, Panaeati Island, by Ben Shaw, Simon Coxe, Jemina Haro, Vincent Kewibu, Kenneth Miamba 

and Lachlan Sharp; 14. Echoes of distant pasts? New Britain, Vanuatu and Felix Speiser, by Jim 

Specht; 15. New 'mysterious mounds' in Southern Melanesia: An archaeological study of the Tivoli 

plateau (Lifou, Loyalty Islands, New Caledonia) and regional comparisons, by Christophe Sand, 

Jacques Bolé and David Baret; 16. The commons in prehistory: The case of Japan, by Chris Gosden; 

Part V. Cultural objects: 17. Late Holocene potting traditions in the far western Pacific: Evidence 

from the Raja Ampat Islands, 3500-1000 BP, by Dylan Gaffney and Daud Tanudirjo; 18. Ancient 

starch and usewear analyses of an excavated pestle fragment from the Upper Kaironk Valley, 

Madang Province, Papua New Guinea, by Judith H. Field, Adelle C. Coster, Ben Shaw, Elspeth 

Hayes, Richard Fullagar, Michael Lovave, Jemina Haro and Glenn R. Summerhayes; 19. Heirloom-

ing and shell money beads in the Solomon Islands, by Katherine Szabó and Fiona Petchey; List of 

contributors." 

 

HARRIS RIMMER, SUSAN, BYRNE, CAITLIN & MORGAN, WARMING (eds). 2024 (February). 

Climate Politics in Oceania: Renewing Australia-Pacific Relations in a Warming World. 

Melbourne: Melbourne University Press. 256 pages. ISBN: 978-0522879506 (pb) and 978-

0522879513 (eb). 

 

"Australia's ambitions for global climate policy leadership have been seriously undermined in recent 

years, its reputation reduced by political inertia, policy blind spots and diplomatic isolation. At the 

same time, Pacific Island nations have gained global traction, their leaders recognising the influence 

of their regional voice and collective action in the drive to shape international law. These nations 

have called out Australia's poor performance and questioned its credibility within the Pacific family. 

The climate crisis now demands a new approach to regional cooperation in Oceania, and a 

fundamental re-ordering of strategic priorities. It may also require a new set of diplomatic skills and 

tradecraft. Until Australia demonstrates that it is serious about tackling the climate crisis, it will 

struggle to pursue strategic interests in the Pacific. Bringing together diverse Australian and Pacific 

Island voices and perspectives, Climate Politics in Oceania reflects on the shifting debates, and 

highlights the potential for Australia to engage constructively with regional partners to secure 

Oceania's interests now and in the future. Canberra must embrace the opportunity while it still can." 

 

HO'OMANAWANUI, KU'UALOHA, PUALANI, JOYCE & BACCHILEGA, CRISTINA (eds). 2024 

(April). An Ocean of Wonder: The Fantastic in the Pacific. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press. 

370 pages. ISBN: 978-0824897352 (pb) and 978-0824896171 (hb).  

 

"An Ocean of Wonder: The Fantastic in the Pacific brings together fifty writers and artists from 

across Moananuiakea [Hawaiian for the Pacific Ocean] working in myriad genres across media, 

ranging from oral narratives and traditional wonder tales to creative writing as well as visual artwork 

and scholarly essays. Collectively, this anthology features the fantastic as present-day Indigenous 

Pacific world-building that looks to the past in creating alternative futures, and in so doing 

reimagines relationships between peoples, environments, deities, nonhuman relatives, history, 

dreams, and storytelling. Wonder is activated by curiosity, humility in the face of mystery, and 

engagement with possibilities. We see wonder and the fantastic as general modes of expression that 

are not confined to realism. As such, the fantastic encompasses fantasy, science fiction, magic 

realism, fabulation, horror, fairy tale, utopia, dystopia, and speculative fiction. We include Black, 

feminist, and queer futurisms, Indigenous wonderworks, Hawaiian mo'olelo kamaha'o and mo'olelo 

aiwaiwa, Samoan fagogo, and other non-mimetic genres from specific cultures, because we 

recognize that their refusal to adopt restrictive Euro-American definitions of reality is what inspires 

and enables the fantastic to flourish. As artistic, intellectual, and culturally based expressions that 

encode and embody Indigenous knowledge, the multimodal mo'olelo in this collection upend 

monolithic, often exoticizing, and demeaning stereotypes of the Pacific and situate themselves in 

conversation with critical understandings of the global fantastic, Indigenous futurities, social justice, 

and decolonial and activist storytelling. In this collection, Oceanic ideas and images surround and 

connect to Hawai'i, which is for the three coeditors, a piko (center); at the same time, navigating both 

juxtaposition and association, the collection seeks to articulate pilina (relationships) across genres, 
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locations, time, and media and to celebrate the multiplicity and relationality of the fantastic in 

Oceania. 

 

With contributions by: Mahealani Ahia, Michael Lujan Bevacqua, Sarahina Sabrina Birk, Elizabeth 

Ua Ceallaigh Bowman, Marie Alohalani Brown, Alexander Casey, Ra'i Chaze, Laura De La Vega, 

Sosthène Desanges, Joy Lehuanani Enomoto, Solomon Enos, Pono Fernandez, Nicole 

Ku'uleinapuananioliko'awapuhimelemeleolani Furtado, Sofia Kaleomalie Furtado, Patricia Grace, 

Andrea Nicole Grajek, Vilsoni Hereniko, Kathy Jetñil-Kijiner, Kahala Johnson, Robyn Kahukiwa, 

Emelihter Kihleng, Aaron Ki'ilau, Victoria Nalani Kneubuhl, Bryan Kamaoli Kuwada, Sloane 

Leong, Caryn Lesuma, Nai'a-Ulumaimalu Lewis, Tina Makereti, Selina Tusitala Marsh, Mahinatea 

Shea McCallum, Brandy Nalani McDougall, Kapili'ula Naehu-Ramos, Jocelyn Kapumealani Ng, 

Lehua Parker, Craig Santos Perez, John Pule, Peter Rawlingson, Marama Salsano, Lyz Soto, Terisa 

Siagatonu, Dan Taulapapa McMullin, Tiare Ribeaux, Robert Sullivan, Nicholas Thomas, Kristina R. 

Togafau, Briana Koani U'u, Albert Wendt, Steven Winduo, Brittany Winland and Qianqian Ye." 

 

Contents: https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9780824897291-toc/pdf  

 

KENT, ANNA. 2024 (February). Mandates and Missteps: Australian Government Scholarships to the 

Pacific - 1948 to 2018. Canberra: ANU Press. 255 pages. ISBN: 978-1760466152 (pb) and 978-

1760466169 (pdf). Retrieved 6 March 2024 from: http://doi.org/10.22459/MM.2024.  

 

"Mandates and Missteps is the first comprehensive history of Australian government scholarships to 

the Pacific, from the first scheme in 1948 to the Australia Awards of 2018. The study of scholarships 

provides a window into foreign and education policy making, across decades, and the impact such 

policies have had on individuals and communities. This work demonstrates the broad role these 

scholarships have played in bilateral relationships between Australia and Pacific Island territories 

and countries. The famed Colombo Plan is here put in its proper context within international aid and 

international education history. Australian scholarship programs, it is argued, ultimately reflect 

Australia, and its perception of itself as a nation in the Pacific, more than the needs of Pacific Island 

nations. Mandates and Missteps traces Australia's role as both a coloniser in the Territory of Papua 

and New Guinea and a participant in the process of decolonisation across the Pacific. This study will 

be of interest to students and scholars of international development, international education and 

foreign policy. 

 

Contents: Acknowledgements; Foreword, by Nayahamui Michelle Rooney; Acronyms; Notes on 

geography and language; Introduction; Part I. 1948-1957: 1. Before the beginning; 2. 

Administrative labyrinths; Part II. 1958-1970: 3. Uncertain decolonisation; 4. Gradual development; 

Part III. 1971-1983: 5. Radical subsidies; 6. Independence for Papua New Guinea; Part IV. 1984-

1996: 7. Goldring, Jackson and the fight for the future of international education; 8. Centring the 

power; Part V. 1997-2018: 9. Multiple objectives for scholarships and aid; 10. Diplomacy or 

development? Conclusion; Bibliography; Index."  

 

KOLIA, BRIAN FIU & MAWSON, MICHAEL (eds). 2024 (April). Unsettling Theologies: Memory, 

Identity, and Place. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, Springer Nature. 262 pages. ISBN: 978-3-031-

46120-0 (hc), 978-3-031-46123-1 (pb) and 978-3-031-46121-7 (eb). 

 

"How can we understand and respond to past and present entanglements of Christianity with 

colonisation? What kinds of theological perspectives and approaches are needed in the wake of 

colonisation and its impact? Unsettling Theologies includes responses to these questions from 

Aboriginal, Maori, Pasifika and White scholars. Brian Fiu Kolia is Lecturer in Old Testament 

Studies at Malua Theological College and an ordained minister of the Congregational Christian 

Church, Samoa. His roots go back to the villages of Sili Savaii, Satapuala, Tufutafoe and Faleaseela. 

Michael Mawson is the Maclaurin Goodfellow Associate Professor of Theological and Religious 

Studies at the University of Auckland/ Waipapa Taumata Rau. He is a Pakeha New Zealander with 

Scottish and English ancestry. 

 

Contents: 1. Introduction, by Brian Fiu Kolia and Michael Mawson; Part I. Unsettling Whiteness: 

2. Jesus Christ, Once Was a Savage! Selective Memory, Staged Identity, and Stolen Spaces, by Te 

Aroha Rountree; 3. 'The Poor Bugger Has Suffered Enough': Vernon Ah Kee, Warwick Thornton, 

https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9780824897291-toc/pdf
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and the Unmaking of a White Jesus, by Garry Worete Deverell; 4. Unsettling Jesus Christ: 

Indigenous and Settler Christologies in the Aftermath of Colonisation, by Michael Mawson; 5. 

Unsettling Theologies Means Unsettling Theological Institutions! by Naomi Wolfe; Part II. 

Dismantling Colonial Systems: 6. Uncovering the Mat: Restorative Justice for the Dawn Raids? by 

Brian Fiu Kolia; 7. 'It's Giving … Colonization': Challenges to Mental Resilience for Diasporic 

Christian Pacific Youth, by Therese Lautua; 8. Unsettling Providential Partnership: A Critical 

Examination of Robert Maunsell and George Grey's Partnership in Maori Education, by Andrew 

Picard; 9. Spiritualities of Belonging and Intercultural Politics in Australia, by Mark G. Brett; 10. To 

Conquer and Subdue: An Ecological Reading of Wilderness in Jeremiah 17:5-8 and Beyond, by 

Emily Colgan; Part III. Un-silencing Alter-Native Theologies: 11. Taught to Fish but Still 

Starving: Unsettling Theological Hermeneutics in Oceania, by Faafetai Aiava; 12. Archives: From 

Places of Silence and Silencing to Places of Regeneration, by Wayne Te Kaawa; 13. Beyond the 

Tautologa: Tu(akoi) from a Geopolitical Lens, by Maina Talia; 14. Unsettling Economies: A Moana 

Account(ing), by Jione Havea; Index." 

 

LAL, BRIJ V. with MUNRO, DOUG (eds). 2024 (February). Serendipity: Experience of Pacific 

Historians. Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press. 332 pages. ISBN: 978-0824894276 (hb). 

 

"The second generation of Pacific historians, who began their careers in the 1970s and 1980s, is 

gradually fading from the academic scene. They have made fundamental contributions to the field of 

Pacific history, enduring in their impact, and the identity of the discipline is now firmly established. 

This volume is not so much about their individual research but, rather, their improbable journeys into 

Pacific history - why and how they came to it in the first place. Almost without exception, they did 

not choose Pacific history but rather stumbled into the field through serendipity. They came from 

forays into African, Indian, East Asian, French, British imperial, and other fields, and were enticed 

into Pacific history through chance or the efforts of kindly mentors. All this is evident in the values 

and understandings they bring to the subject. The one commonality that binds them is a love of the 

islands that have been the center of their lifetime work. Many distinguished Pacific historians of the 

last four to five decades are represented in this collection. Serendipity presents fourteen 

autobiographical chapters in which the contributors trace their paths as Pacific historians. They offer 

their sources of inspiration, supporters, and publications that shaped them as historians. With a 

significant focus on the importance of teaching and mentoring that they both received and provided, 

their writing not only illuminates their lives, but the state of Pacific history as an academic field. The 

experiences of the contributors are moving, replete with sorrows and regrets, as well as of 

achievements and satisfactions. Part of these careers were spent working in areas other than 

scholarship, such as high school teaching, consultancies, volunteering, teaching English as a second 

language, or doing menial jobs just to keep going. Serendipity is a pathbreaking form of 

historiography and essential to the Pacific history field. 

 

With contributions by: Matt K. Matsuda, David L. Hanlon, David A. Chappell, Anne Perez Hattori, 

Quanchi Max, Clive Moore, Brij V. Lal, Peter John Hempenstall, Helen Gardner, Bronwen Douglas, 

Christine Weir, Morgan Tuimaleali'ifano, Jacqueline Leckie and Doug Munro. 

 

Contents: https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9780824897161-toc/pdf.  

 

LINGAM, NARSAMMA & LINGAM, GOVINDA ISHWAR. 2023. Developing School Leaders in the 

Pacific: Building Capacity to Enhance Student Learning. Cham: Springer. 231 pages. ISBN: 978-

981-99-4988-5 (hc) and 978-981-99-4989-2 (eb). 

 

"This book provides detailed insights on the training and development for Pacific Island school 

leaders. It draws extensively on original empirical research that explores school leaders' perceptions 

of how leadership and management training impacted their professional practices, and how these 

practices in turn impacted the dynamics of school operations. This book addresses a critical need to 

understand how to support leadership development for all Pacific schools, but especially in schools 

that are faced with the increasing challenges of learning and teaching conditions. In small island 

developing states in the Pacific region, school leaders face a myriad of challenges due to limited 

human and material resources, and a fragile economic base. Written by Pacific Islander authors, this 

book provides insights from different countries in the Pacific Islands. It shows how contextual 

https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.1515/9780824897161-toc/pdf
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challenges can exert enormous pressure on school leaders who are leading and managing schools 

without any leadership preparation. 

 

Including: 7.  Leadership and Management Training in Pacific Island: Pacific Context; Solomon 

Islands; Niue; Republic of Marshall Islands (RMI); Vanuatu; Fiji Islands; Conclusion; 10. The Fiji 

Study." 

 

LOPESI, LANA (ed.). 2023. Pacific Arts Aotearoa. Auckland: Penguin Books. 544 pages. ISBN: 978-

1776950515 (hb). Review: Waka Kuaka: Tshe Journal of the Polynesian Society, 133(1), 2024: 113-

115 (by S. Withers). 

 

"The powerful and dynamic legacy of Pacific arts in Aotearoa, as told by the artists themselves. 

Pacific Arts Aotearoa tells the dynamic and powerful story of Pacific arts in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

This comprehensive account spans six decades of multidisciplinary Pacific creative genius, 

remembering the diverse, fresh and energetic contributions of Pacific artists to New Zealand, 

Oceania and the world. Edited by leading Pacific writer and scholar Lana Lopesi, this book includes 

over 300 images and contributions from more than 120 artists, curators and community voices, 

providing new and previously unheard perspectives on this vast and growing legacy, in one volume. 

Published in association with Pacific Arts, Creative New Zealand Toi Aotearoa as part of the Pacific 

Arts Legacy Project, an initiative under the Pacific Arts Strategy." 

 

LUETZ, JOHANNES M. & NUNN, PATRICK D. 2021. Beyond Belieg: Opportunities for Faith-engaged 

Approaches to Climate-change Adaptation in the Pacific Islands. Cham: Springer. 405 pages. ISBN: 

978-3-030-67601-8 (hb), 978-3-030-67604-9 (pb) and 978-3-030-67602-5 (eb). 

 

"This interdisciplinary book explores the science and spirituality nexus in the Pacific Islands Region 

and as such makes a critical contribution to sustainable climate change adaptation in Oceania. In 

addition to presenting case studies, literary analyses, field projects, and empirical research, the book 

describes faith-engaged approaches through the prism of: 1. Context: past, present, and future 

prospects; 2. Theory: concepts, narratives, and theoretical frameworks; 3. Practice: empirical 

research and praxis-informed case examples; 4. Doctrine: scriptural contributions and perspectives; 

5. Engagement: enlisting religious stakeholders and constituencies. Comprising peer-reviewed works 

by scholars, professionals, and practitioners from across Oceania, the book closes a critical gap in 

the literature and represents a groundbreaking contribution to holistic climate change adaptation in 

the Pacific Islands Region that is scientifically sound, spiritually attuned, locally meaningful, and 

contextually compelling. 

 

Contents: Preface - Authors Note; Acknowledgements; Contributors; 1. Beyond Belief, by Patrick 

D. Nunn and Johannes M. Luetz; Part I. Looking Back to the Future: The Clash of Religion and 

Secularism: 2. Ecology, War, and Nuclear Testing in the Pacific: The Path of Reconciliation, by 

Clive W. Ayre, Karenne Hills, and Johannes M. Luetz; 3. Religious and Cultural-Spiritual 

Attributions of Climate-driven Changes on Food Production: Case Study from North Malaita, 

Solomon Islands, by Zina Bird, Morgan Wairiu, Helene Jacot Des Combes, and Viliamu Iese; Part 

II. The Roots of Spirituality and Religion in the Pacific Islands Region: 4. Leveraging Vanua: 

Metaphysics, Nature, and Climate Change Adaptation in Fiji, by Francisco Gelves-Gómez and 

Shannon Brincat; 5. Gods, Spirits and Natural Hazards: Ontologies and Epistemologies of Natural 

Hazards and Climate Change in Kiribati and Papua New Guinea, by Guy Jackson and Annah 

Piggott-McKellar; 6. Climate Justice and God's Justice in the Pacific: Climate Change Adaptation 

and Martin Luther, by Richard A. Davis; Part III. Religion as Culture, Religion for Wellbeing: 7. 

Cyclone Winston: Catholic Women's Faith and Agency in a Coastal Village in Fiji, by Shirleen 

Sahai, Tammy Tabe, and Jacqueline Ryle; 8. Signs of 'The End Times': Perspectives on Climate 

Change among Market Sellers in Madang, Papua New Guinea, by Kylie McKenna and Lorelle 

Tekopiri Yakam; 9. Climate Change and Eschatology, by Kurt Bangert; 10. Standing in the Middle 

of the Ocean: Time for a Public Theology, by Clive Pearson; Part IV. Weaving Worldviews: 

Science and Spirituality Together: 11. Paddling on Both Sides of the Canoe: Toward a Consilience 

of Science and Spirituality in Climate Change Response, by Rowan Gard; 12. Climate Change: 

Science, People, Religion - Cord of Three Strands, by P. H. Havea and A. De Ramon N'Yeurt; 13. 

Influence of Spiritual Beliefs on Autonomous Climate-change Adaptation: A Case Study from Ono 

Island, Southern Fiji, by Jalasayi Atkinson-Nolte, Patrick D. Nunn, and Prudence Millear; 14. For 
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Kin, God and Other Beings: Mixtures of Conservation Practice in Raja Ampat, West Papua, by Ian 

N. Parker; Part V. Belief and Action: A Way Forward? 15. Pacific Climate Warriors and Local 

Narratives on Climate Change: An Analysis of a Faith-informed Indigenous Rhetoric, by Claudia 

Ledderucci; 16. How Does Faith Influence Pro-environmental Practice in Schools? Examples from 

the Pacific Islands, by Thelma A. Raman and Johannes M. Luetz; Part VI. Faith for Survival: 17. 

Wonders in the Heavens Above, Signs on the Earth Below: Pacific Islands Pentecostalism, Climate 

Change and Acts 2, by John D. Griffiths; 18. Christianity, Creation, and the Climate Crisis: 

Ecotheological Paradigms and Perspectives, by Johannes M. Luetz and Richard G. Leo; 19. Faith 

and a Sustainable Pacific, by Clive W. Ayre." 

 

MAURER, ANAÏS. 2024 (April). The Ocean on Fire: Pacific Stories from Nuclear Survivors and Climate 

Activists. Durham: Duke University Press. 256 pages. ISBN: 978-1-4780-3004-1 (pb), 978-1-4780-

2486-6 (cl) and 978-1-4780-5905-9 (eb). 

 

"Bombarded with the equivalent of one Hiroshima bomb a day for half a century, Pacific people 

have long been subjected to man-made cataclysm. Well before climate change became a global 

concern, nuclear testing brought about untimely death, widespread diseases, forced migration, and 

irreparable destruction to the shores of Oceania. In The Ocean on Fire, Anaïs Maurer analyzes the 

Pacific literature that incriminates the environmental racism behind radioactive skies and rising seas. 

Maurer identifies strategies of resistance uniting the region by analyzing an extensive multilingual 

archive of decolonial Pacific art in French, Spanish, English, Tahitian, and Uvean, ranging from 

literature to songs and paintings. She shows how Pacific nuclear survivors' stories reveal an 

alternative vision of the apocalypse: instead of promoting individualism and survivalism, they 

advocate mutual assistance, cultural resilience, South-South transnational solidarities, and 

Indigenous women's leadership. Drawing upon their experience resisting both nuclear colonialism 

and carbon imperialism, Pacific storytellers offer compelling narratives to nurture the land and each 

other in times of global environmental collapse. 

 

Contents: Acknowledgments; Note on Language; Introduction: 'We Are Not Drowning - We Are 

Fighting'; 1. Isletism: The Latest Stage of Orientalism; 2. Oceanitude: A Philosophy for the 

Anthropocene; 3. Atomic Animals: The Hidden Face of the Sixth Mass Extinction; 4. The H-Bomb 

and Humor: The Arts of Laughing at Death and Diseases; 5. Radiation Refugees: Rethinking the 

Age of Mass Migration; Conclusion: 'With Our Hearts Broken and Our Eyes Peeled for Beauty'; 

Notes; Bibliography; Index." 

 

MÜCKLER, HERMANN. 2024. The Art of Hawaii Sheet Music: The South Seas in the Tin Pan Alley 

Era, Hawaii's Territorial Years 1900-1959. Vienna and Berlin: Kment Verlag. 523 pages; ca. 1,550 

images. ISBN 978-3-903511-04-0 (hb). 

 

More than 1,500 sheet music covers from the Tin Pan Alley era on Hawaii music, as well as some on 

the South Seas in general, make this book the ultimate work on this subject. The cover art of the 

Hawaii sheet music in the period of the so-called Territorial Years of the Hawaiian Islands from 

1900 to 1959 shows great variety. Similar, sometimes even seemingly the same, yet each cover 

unique in its own right, they show the diversity of artistic approaches to illustrating stereotypical 

images of the Hawaiian Islands and the South Seas. It allows comparison of the graphic styles and 

motifs of the covers of the early decades of the 20th century, when domestic music-making with 

upright pianos was still a central part of social life in the United States. This book wants to be a 

reference work for a very special carrier medium, namely the sheet music of the so-called Tin Pan 

Alley era, and it wants to present this one on the basis of a very special topic, namely the cover 

illustrations for Hawaii music, which represents its own subcategory within sheet music. The reader 

and viewer will notice that the graphic designers of these covers, the artists, have come up with very 

creative, original and appealing ideas to constantly reinterpret the subject matter, which is 

characterized by a few stereotypical reference points, and to wrest slightly different and new, 

additional aspects from the classic clichéd depictions. This book is a contribution to comparative 

historical popular media and image source research as well as to visual anthropology and visual 

studies in general. It enables a comparison of the graphic styles and motifs of the covers of the first 

decades of the 20th century. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tin_Pan_Alley
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Contents: Foreword, by John Douglas Marshall; Preface, by Hermann Mückler; Introduction; 1. 

Aloha Oe and the Beginnings; 2. Palmtrees and Tropical Vegetation; 3. Sea, Waves and Ships; 4. 

Girls and Dancing; 5. Love and Farewell; 6. Sun, Moon and Stars; 7. Ukulele and Guitar; 8. 

Diamond Head and Volcanoes; 9. Performers and Singers; 10. Ornaments and Other Design 

Elements; 11. Islands, Boats and Island Beauties; 12. Interfaces; 13. Eddie Alkire Publications; 14. 

Comparisons: The South Seas; Name Index; Songtitle Index; Songtitles Timeline; List of Publishing 

Houses; Photo Descriptions and Credits; About the Author." 

 

RICH, GRANT JEWELL & RAMKUMAR, NEETA A. (eds). 2022. Psychology in Oceania and the 

Caribbean. Cham: Springer. 345 pages. ISBN 978-3-030-87763-7 (eb). 

 

"The Caribbean and Oceania are understudied areas from a psychological perspective, and this book 

is designed to fill that knowledge gap. In addition to diverse, rich cultural traditions and abundant 

economic opportunity for some, these regions also reflect the challenges of modernity, including 

crime, poverty, ethnic tensions, adaptations to climate change, and disparities in health, education, 

and access to care. With contributions from noted psychologists in the Caribbean and Oceania, as 

well as experts from around the globe, this book provides nuanced examination of significant 

psychological issues in nations such as Fiji, Guyana, Belize, Haiti, Jamaica, and more. 

Psychologists, psychiatrists, and other mental health professionals with an interest in this part of the 

world, will find this volume a rich resource, as will those generally interested in the relationship 

between culture and psychology. 

 

Contents (Pacific chapters): Part I. Psychology in Oceania: 1. Psychology in Micronesia, by Iain K. 

B. Twaddle, Francis X. Hezel, Donald H. Rubinstein, James E. H. Arriola, Annette M. David, 

Holden J. Nena, Camarin G. Meno, Aieleen D. Mauricio, Joyce B. Anefal, Martha A. Thomson, 

Everlynn J. Temengil, Iris L. Palemar, Hilda Tafedep, Inda L. Maipi and Victor H. Wasson; 2. 

Psychology in Fiji: Complexity and New Horizons for the Isles of Smiles, by Neeta A. Ramkumar, 

Ofa Swann and Tima Tuvuki; 3. The State of Psychology and Mental Health Services in Vanuatu, by 

Christopher R. Brown and Jimmy Obed; 4. 'Teu Le Va: We over Me': A Brief Overview of Mental 

Health amongst Samoans in American Samoa, by Jueta B. McCutchan-Tofaeono; 5. Psychology in 

Samoa and throughout the Diaspora, by Faafetai Faaleava and Siautu Alefaio; 6. Native Hawaiians 

and Psychology: The Cultural and Historical Context of Indigenous Ways of Knowing, by Laurie D. 

McCubbin and Anthony Marsella; 7. Hawaiian National Re-emergence from US Colonization: 

Community Strength, Mental Health, and Traditions, by Poka Laenui and Izaak Williams; 8. 

Psychology in Aotearoa New Zealand, by Barbara J. Kennedy, Natasha A. Tassell-Matamua and 

Benita Stiles-Smith; 9. Psychology on The Rock: Mental Health System and Kanaké Indigenous 

Tradition in New Caledonia, by Grégory Simon, John Dui Goropwojèwé, Yves-Béalo Gony, Gérard 

Sarda, Marlène Leloutre and Emmanuelle Forsans; 10. Melanesian Mental Health and Psychiatric 

Services: Perspectives from Papua New Guinea, by Sanu Pal and Sutanaya Pal; 11. The Polynesian 

Soul and the Modern World: Psychology Today in French Polynesia, by Patrick Favro and Stéphane 

Amadéo; Part II. Psychology in the Caribbean: Chapters 12-20; Part III. Conclusion: 21. Past, 

Present, and Future of Psychology in Oceania and the Caribbean: A Conclusion Chapter, by Neeta A. 

Ramkumar and Grant J. Rich." 

 

RILEY, KATHLEEN C., PERLEY, BERNARD B. & GARCÍA-SÁNCHES, INMACULADA M. (eds). 

2024 (March). Language and Social Justice: Global Perspectives. London: Bloomsbury. 520 pages. 

ISBN: 978-1350156241 (hb), 978-1350156258 (pdf) and 978-1350156265 (epub and mobi). 

 

"Language, whether spoken, written, or signed, is a powerful resource that is used to facilitate social 

justice or undermine it. The first reference resource to use an explicitly global lens to explore the 

interface between language and social justice, this volume expands our understanding of how 

language symbolizes, frames, and expresses political, economic, and psychic problems in society, 

thus contributing to visions for social justice. Investigating specific case studies in which language is 

used to instantiate and/or challenge social injustices, each chapter provides a unique perspective on 

how language carries value and enacts power by presenting the historical contexts and ethnographic 

background for understanding how language engenders and/or negotiates specific social justice 

issues. Case studies are drawn from Africa, Asia, Europe, North and South America and the Pacific 

Islands [Melanesia: Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands; Polynesia: Marquesas Islands and 

Aotearoa/New Zealand], with leading experts tackling a broad range of themes, such as equality, 
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sovereignty, communal well-being, and the recognition of complex intersectional identities and 

relationships within and beyond the human world. Putting issues of language and social justice on a 

global stage and casting light on these processes in communities increasingly impacted by ongoing 

colonial, neoliberal, and neofascist forms of globalization, Language and Social Justice is an 

essential resource for anyone interested in this area of research. 

 

Contents: 5. Labels, Codes, and Language Sovereignty in the Pacific, by Kathleen C. Riley and 

Christine Jourdan; Commentary, by Patricia Baquedano-López; 6. The Humpty Dumpty 

Mistranslation and Misrepresentation Deployed in the British Colonization of Aotearoa/New 

Zealand, by Margaret Mutu; 16. Global Languages and Communicative Inequality in the 'Last Place' 

on Earth, by James Slotta and Courtney Handman." 

 

WANHALLA, ANGELA, RYAN, LYNDALL & NURKA, CAMILLE (eds). 2022. Aftermaths: 

Colonialism, Violence and Memory in Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific. Dunedin: Otago 

University Press. 312 pages. ISBN 978-1990048449 (pb). 

 

"Aftermaths explores the life-changing intergenerational effects of colonial violence in Aotearoa 

New Zealand, Australia and the Pacific. The settings of these accessible, illustrated short essays 

range from Orakau pa in the Waikato to the Kimberleys in northwest Australia, from orphanages in 

Fiji to the ancestral lands of the Wiyot Tribe in Northern California. Story by story, this collection 

powerfully reveals the living legacy of historical events, showing how they have been remembered 

(and misremembered) within families and communities into the present day. Editors Angela 

Wanhalla, Lyndall Ryan and Camille Nurka have invited a group of prominent scholars to write 

about colonial histories by reflecting on a range of events through a variety of perspectives, 

including personal experiences, family stories, collaborative research, oral and literary histories, 

commemoration activities and contemporary artworks. The result is a readable, informative and 

often extremely moving book that makes an essential contribution to our knowledge of the effects of 

colonial violence and dispossession. 

 

Contents: Introduction: Colonialism, violence and memory, by Angela Wanhalla and Lyndall Ryan; 

1. Confronting historical silences: War stories our teachers never told us: Documenting New Zealand 

wars: Narratives and silences, by Joanna Kidman and Vincent O'Malley; 2. Regional memorials and 

frontier violence: Reconciling with the Australian frontier, by Amanda Nettelbeck; 3. The bones in 

the closet: Colonial violence in Pakeha family history, by Keri Mills; 4. Wetere Te Rerenga and the 

murder of Rev. John Whiteley, by Anaru Eketone; 5. Women and colony violence. The grandmother 

dress: Violence and world renewal in Northern California, by Victoria Haskins; 6. Mr and Mrs 

Flowers: War, marriage and mobility, by Angela Wanhalla; 7. Violence of the law: Prosecuting 

gendered violence in colonial Fiji, by Kate Stevens; References; Index." 

 

AUSTRALIA 

 

CUSHING, NANCY. 2023. A History of Crime in Australia Australian Underworlds. Abingdon: 

Routledge. 240 pages. ISBN: 978-1032226521 (pb), 978-1032226538 (hb) and 978-1003273561 

(eb). Review: Australian Historical Studies, 55(1), 2024: 220-221 (by C. Ingram). 

 

"This book provides a lively and accessible account of Australia's most prominent crimes and 

criminals of the nineteenth and twentieth century and offers an informative background for those 

seeking to understand crimes committed today. A History of Crime in Australia examines the 

imposition of English law on this ancient continent, and how its operation affected both transported 

offenders from Great Britain and Ireland, and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

whose own systems of Law were overlaid. Drawing upon cutting-edge research in the field, original 

work by the author, and essays from leading crime history researchers, it addresses the question of 

whether there was an Australian underworld. In doing so, it provides background for well known 

offenders including bushranger Ned Kelly and the razor gangs of the 1920s and for sensational 

crimes like the Mount Rennie Outrage, the Pyjama Girl Mystery and the Shark Arm Murder and the 

miscarriage of justice following the disappearance of Azaria Chamberlain at Uluru in 1980. Through 

these case studies, the book draws out points of tension and cohesion within Australian society, 

exposing the enduring anxiety around those who were considered to be outsiders, and how the 

criminal justice system was used to manage these concerns. This book includes a guide to 
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conducting research in the field of Australian crime history and sources for further study. Designed 

as an introductory text for students, this book will be of interest to those studying criminology and 

crime history, and anyone who would like to deepen their understanding of crime's place in 

Australia's social and cultural history. 

 

Contents (Indigenous chapters): 1. Law in Aboriginal Societies; [Additional] Essay: Indigenous Law 

and the Intrusion of the West, by Tyson Yunkaporta and Michael Bryden; Primary Source: 

Wundanyuka kulu Jujuju Yanyuwa Families; 4. Aboriginal People and Settler Colonial Law; 

[Additional ] Essay: Entangled in the colonial justice system, by Laurie Allen; Primary source: 

'Proclamation to the Aborigines', c. 1828-30." 

 

DAVIS, JOHN. 2024 (March). Strength Basing, Empowering and Regenerating Indigenous Knowledge 

Education - Riteway Flows. Abingdon: Routledge. 220 pages. ISBN: 978-1032288369 (pb), 978-

1032288352 (hb) and 978-1003298717 (eb). 

 

The concept "rightway" is explained in the first capter: "Riteways: Aboriginal English or creole play 

on combination of 'rites' - anthropological juxtaposition of our mobs lore, rites of passage. 

Directional path = right and way or follow or flow. Lingo also connects to 'proper way'." 

 

"Strength Basing, Empowering and Regenerating Indigenous Knowledge Education demonstrates 

how to bring Indigenous Knowledges to the forefront of education practice and provides educators 

with the tools to enact culturally responsive curricula and pedagogies, ensuring positive educational 

outcomes for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and students. In this book, John Davis 

presents Indigenous Knowledges - ways of doing, creating, and learning - combined with 

contemporary education practice, to develop a culturally responsive pedagogy that builds on the 

strengths that Indigenous Australian students bring to the classroom. Setting Cultural Proficiency as 

the benchmark, the book offers educators a lens through which to review their education practice. It 

moves beyond the deficit model of Indigenous education by challenging non-Indigenous educators 

to reflect on personal biases and to raise their expectations of Indigenous students. Not 'tacked on' to 

an existing curriculum, or specific to a single school term or unit of learning, Riteway places 

Indigenous Knowledges at the centre of education. The approach is holistic and adaptable to any 

educational context, from the early years right through to tertiary education. 

 

Contents: List of Figures; Knowledge Mapa; About the Author; 1. Language Weaves; 2. Intro to 

Flow Design: Strength-based, Empowering, and Sustainable Indigenous Knowledges Education; 3. 

Understanding Riteway Flow in Context of Australia's Current Indigenous Education Landscape; 4. 

Patterning Riteways: Culturally Regenerative Pedagogies and Sustainable Curriculum Flows; 5. 

Strength Base: Our Community Guarantees; 6. 'Riteways Flow Markings…'; 7. Seeing Riteways 

trough a Third Cultural Space; 8. Riteways Focus; 9. 'Doing It Riteways'; 10. Holism; 11. Lore; 12. 

Culture and Language; 13. Identity; 14. Wanjau; 15. Riteways Flows; 16. Dgagunbara Bianga; 

Index." 

 

FORD, THOMAS H. & CLEMENS, JUSTIN. 2023. Barron Field in New South Wales: The Poetics of 

Terra Nullius. Melbourne: Melbourne University Press. 224 pages. ISBN: 978-0522878783 (pb). 

 

"What does the first poetry in Australia, written by the Judge who declared the land terra nullius, tell 

us about the singular nature of colonialism here? On 24 February 1817, Barron Field sailed into 

Sydney Harbour on the convict transport Lord Melville to a ceremonial thirteen-gun salute. He was 

there as the new Judge of the Supreme Court of Civil Judicature in New South Wales - the highest 

legal authority in the turbulent colony. Energetic and gregarious, Field immediately set about 

impressing his vision of a future Australia as a liberal and prosperous nation. He courted the colony's 

leading figures, engaged in scientific research and even founded Australia's first bank. He also wrote 

poetry: in 1819, he published First Fruits of Australian Poetry, the first book of poems ever printed 

in the country. In England, Field had been the theatre critic for The Times, and a friend of such major 

Romantic writers as William Wordsworth, Charles Lamb and Leigh Hunt. In New South Wales, he 

saw the chance to become a major figure himself, someone who could shape culture and society in 

enduring ways. Founding Australian poetry was part of that ambition; so too was law. Asked to 

determine whether Governor Macquarie had authority to impose taxes in the colony, Field issued a 

fateful judgement that established, for the first time, what is now called terra nullius. This book is an 
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extraordinary reconstruction of the circumstances and implications of Field's actions in New South 

Wales using an original and revealing method: the close reading of his poetry. 

 

Contents: Intro; Acknowledgements; Part I. Introduction: 1. Barron Field in New South Wales; 

Part II. Contexts: 2. Law; 3. Poetry; Part III. Texts: 4. First Fruits of Australian Poetry; Part IV. 

Readings: 5. How to Do Things with Flowers; 6. The Spirit of Australia; 7. How the Poets See the 

Sea is History; 8. A Never-ending War Memorial; 9. The Absolute Spirit of Colonisation; Part V. 

Conclusion: 10. Racism and Romanticism; List of Figures; Endnotes; Index." 

 

FOSTER, MEG. 2022. Boundary Crossers: The Hidden History of Australia's Other Bushrangers. 

Sydney: New South Publishing, UNSW Press. 256 pages. ISBN: 978-1742237527 (pb). Review: 

Journal of Australian Studies, 48(1), 2024: 152-154 (by M. Nolan). 

 

"Bushrangers are Australian legends. Ned Kelly, Ben Hall, Captain Thunderbolt and their 

bushranging brothers are famous. They're remembered as folk heroes and celebrated for their 

bravery and their ridicule of inept and corrupt authorities. But not all Australian bushrangers were 

seen in this glowing light in their own time. And not all were white men. In Boundary Crossers, 

historian Meg Foster reveals the stories of bushrangers who didn't fit the mould. African American 

man Black Douglas, who was seen as the terror of the Victorian goldfields, Sam Poo, known as 

Australia's only Chinese bushranger, Aboriginal man Jimmy Governor, who was renowned as a mass 

murderer, and Captain Thunderbolt's partner, Aboriginal woman Mary Ann Bugg, whose 

extraordinary exploits extended well beyond her time as 'the Captain's Lady'. These bushrangers' 

remarkable lives have been forgotten, obscured, misrepresented or erased from the national story for 

over a century, and this is no accident. All is not as it appears. There is far more to these 

bushrangers, and their histories, than immediately meets the eye." 

 

KERINAIUA, MAVIS & RADEMAKER, LAURA. 2023. Tiwi Story: Turning History Downside Up. 

Sydney: New South Publishing, UNSW Press. 219 pages. ISBN: 978-1742238128 (pb). Review: 

Journal of Australian Studies, 48(1), 2024: 154-155 (by D. Lee-Talbot). 

 

"'I believe history is for healing. But you need to tell the whole story, the good and the bad. Telling 

the truth to the younger ones, the next generation, will make them strong' - Mavis Kerinaiua,. The 

Tiwi people have more than their fair share of stories that turn ideas of Australian history upside 

down. The Tiwi claim the honour of defeating a global superpower. When the world's most powerful 

navy invaded and attempted to settle the Tiwi Islands in 1824, Tiwi warriors fought the British and 

won. The Tiwi remember the fight, and oral histories reveal their tactical brilliance. Later, in 1911, 

Catholic priest Francis Xavier Gsell decided to 'purchase' Tiwi women and 'free' them from 

traditional marriage, so girls would grow up into devoted Catholics. But Tiwi women had more 

power in marriage negotiations than missionaries realised. They worked out how to be both Tiwi and 

Catholic. And it was the missionaries who came around to Tiwi thinking. Then there are stories of 

the Tiwi people's 'number one religion': Aussie Rules; Calista Kantilla remembers her time growing 

up in the mission dormitory; and Teddy Portaminni explains the importance of Tiwi history and 

culture as something precious, owned by Tiwi and the source of Tiwi strength. In Tiwi Story, Mavis 

Kerinaiua, Laura Rademaker and Tiwi historians showcase stories of resilience, creativity and 

survival. 'Tiwi Story is a powerful collection of pieces written by Tiwi people about their experiences 

of colonisation. Their recounts are an important telling of past and present issues confronting Tiwi 

people and their culture, shining a necessary spotlight on a history of forced assimilation and 

suppression of Indigenous culture and language. This book is a testament to the strength of the Tiwi 

people and provides insight into the ongoing impact of colonisation on Indigenous cultures' - Terri 

Janke. 'The writers' deep connection to the people and places involved adds extra poignancy to each 

story and moment. Tiwi Story is a brilliant contribution to the history we tell about Australia' - Vuma 

Phiri." 

 

KERKHOVE, RAY. 2023. How They Fought: Indigenous Tactics and Weaponry of Australia's Frontier 

Wars. Tingalpa: Boolarong Press. 430 pages. ISBN: 978-1922643582 (pb). Review: Oceania, 94(1), 

2024: 39-40 (by C. Darmangeat). 

 

"The history of Australia's Frontier Wars is becoming a hot topic for debate and research. It is now 

part of our national educational syllabus. However, there are very few books available which 



13 

 

explain, in detail, the modes of warfare First Australians applied during the Frontier Wars. How They 

Fought is written as an introductory guidebook. It is broken into chapters covering organisation, 

strategies, weaponry, and defences. The book considers both traditional practices and technological 

and tactical adaptations. To make this complex topic more accessible, How They Fought includes 

numerous tables, figures and diagrams that illustrate and summarize the contents. 

 

Contents: Acknowledgements; Foreword; Introduction: Frontier wars, historiography and the 

rationale for this volume; 1. Typical engagements; 2. Organisation; 3. Command and Control; 4. 

Strategies; 5. Weaponry; 6. Defences; Conclusions; Endnotes; Consulted works; Index; About the 

author." 

 

PYBUS, CASSANDRA. 2024 (April). A Very Secret Trade: The Dark Story of Gentlemen Collectors in 

Tasmania. Crows Nest: Allen and Unwin. 336 pages. ISBN: 978-1761066344 (pb).  

 

"In the nineteenth century, collectors and museum curators in Europe were fascinated by the 

antipodean colony of Tasmania. They cultivated contacts in the colony who could supply them with 

exotic specimens, including skeletons of the thylacine [Tasmanian tiger] and the platypus [duckbill]. 

But they were not just interested in animals and plants. The belief that the original people of the 

colony were an utterly unique race and facing possible extinction had the European scientific 

community scrambling for human exhibits. Many eminent colonial figures were involved in this 

clandestine trade, among them four colonial governors, several key politicians and even Lady Jane 

Franklin. In Britain, Sir Joseph Banks, the Duke of Newcastle and Professor Thomas Huxley were 

among many eminent men who solicited human specimens from the colony. Worse still, the men 

responsible for the care and protection of the few original people who had survived the ravages of 

disease and the infamous Black Wars were prominent in the trade. 

 

Contents: Maps; Preface; Part I: 1. Desire lines; 2. Not ignorant of evil himself, he learned to pity 

the wretched; 3. King Billy is dead; Part II: 4. Mr Hunter's collection of human miseries; 5. The 

land is good … well calculated in every degree for a settlement; 6. Well-watered, beautiful country; 

Part III: 7. It was more as specimens of natural history that they were regretted; 8. One of the 

remnant of a people about to disappear from the face of the earth; 9. An intelligent man and one who 

knows natural history; Part IV: 10. The last one of a doomed race; 11. Pacificator of the Tasmanian 

Aborigines; 12. Why in the name of Christianity cannot her wish be granted? Appendices: 1. The 

Worshipful Society of Body-snatchers; 2. First People at Oyster Cove Station; Sources." 

 

ROSE, DEBORAH BIRD. 2024 (May). Dreaming Ecology: Nomadics and Indigenous Ecological 

Knowledge, Victoria River, Northern Australia. Edited by Darrell Lewis and  Margaret Jolly. 354 

pages. ISBN: 978-1760466275 (pb) and 978-1760466282 (pdf). Retrieved 8 May 2024 from: 

http://doi.org/10.22459/DE.2024.  

 

"In the author's own words, Dreaming Ecology 'explores a holistic understanding of the 

interconnections of people, country, kinship, creation and the living world within a context of 

mobility. Implicitly it asks how people lived so sustainably for so long'. It offers a telling critique of 

the loss of Indigenous life, human and non-human, in the wake of white settler colonialism and this 

becoming 'cattle country'. It offers a fresh perspective on nomadics grounded in 'footwalk 

epistemology' and 'an ethics of return sustained across different species, events, practices and scales'. 

 

Contents: Preliminary Pages; List of Illustrations; Notes for the Reader; Acknowledgements; Prelude 

1. Dreaming Ecology: Bringing to Fruition, by Chantal Jackson; Prelude 2. Debbie and Yarralin: 

The Early Years, by Darrell Lewis; Prelude 3. Deborah Bird Rose - Ahla Tyaemaen, by Linda Payi 

Ford; Prelude 4. Dreaming Ecology: Reflections, by Margaret Jolly; 1. Coming into Country; 2. 

Footwalk Epistemology; 3. Walkabout; 4. Dreaming Organisation; 5. 'Looking at all the Country'; 6. 

Attentive Subjects; 7. Interactive Benefits; 8. Wild and Ugly; 9. Coming into Life; Appendix 1. 

Letter from Brian Pedwell; Bibliography; Index." 

 

SULLIVAN, KAREN & HARWARD-NALDER, GLENDA. 2024 (March). Yagara Dictionary and 

Salvage Grammar. Canberra: ANU Press. 288 pages. ISBN: 978-1760466176 (pb) and 978-

1760466183 (pdf). Retrieved 15 March 2024 from: http://doi.org/10.22459/YDSG.2024.  

 

http://doi.org/10.22459/DE.2024
http://doi.org/10.22459/YDSG.2024
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"Most English speakers in Australia a few words of Yagara, the Pama-Nyungan language 

traditionally spoken in the area that now includes Brisbane and Ipswich. For example, Australian 

English yakka 'work' comes from the Yagara verb yaga 'to work'. However, no fluent native speakers 

of Yagara remain. The current volume compares the written records of Yagara to facilitate 

revitalisation of the spoken language. Part 1. Grammar introduces the Yagara sources, which are 

then compared to extract a picture of Yagara's structure - its sounds, its words, and its grammar. 

Attention is also given to the system of kinship terms, moieties, and totems. Part 2. Dictionary 

contains the most complete Yagara-English dictionary to date, with over 2,200 entries, the original 

source spellings for each word, standardised spellings, and anthropological notes. Entries include 

traditional place names, fun insults, and everyday expressions such as the greeting wi balga 'Hey, 

come'. The dictionary is followed by an English word finder list. Part 3. Texts consist of full 

versions of all known texts in Yagara, including sentences, songs, and three Bible stories. 

Standardised versions are accompanied by English translations and the original unedited renditions. 

 

Contents: List of illustrations; Abbreviations and conventions; Part 1. Grammar: 1.1. The Yagara 

language; 1.2. Kinship; 1.3. Phonology; 1.4. Parts of speech; 1.5. Nominal morphology; 1.6. Verbal 

morphology; 1.7. Interjections; 1.8. Clitics; 1.9. Syntax; Part 2. Dictionary: 2.1. Using the 

dictionary; 2.2. Yagara-English Dictionary; 2.3. English-Yagara Finder List; Part 3. Texts: 3.1. The 

contents of Part 3; 3.2. Background to the texts; 3.3. Sentence lists; 3.4. The Resurrection (Ridley 

1875); 3.5. From Genesis 1, 2, and 3 (Ridley 1875); 3.6. From Luke 7 and 8 (Ridley 1875); 

References." 

 

MELANESIA 

 

FOSTER, ROBERT J. 2024 (March). Uneven Connections: A Partial History of the Mobile Phone in 

Papua New Guinea. Canberra: ANU Press. 221 pages. ISBN: 978-1760466251 (pb) and 978-

1760466268 (pdf). Retrieved 8 April 2024 from: http://doi.org/10.22459/UC.2024.  

 

"In the first years of the 21st century, economic liberalisation began to transform 

telecommunications services throughout the Pacific Islands. Government regulators, corporate 

executives and everyday consumers hopefully imagined that opening mobile phone markets to 

competition would result in greater access, lower costs and accelerated development. Uneven 

Connections examines the ways in which liberalisation took hold in Papua New Guinea (PNG) when 

a unit of the Caribbean-based mobile network operator Digicel Group Ltd. seized the opportunity to 

compete with the state-sponsored incumbent. The book highlights how mobile phones entered the 

lives of urban and rural Papua New Guineans after Digicel's arrival in 2007. In so doing, it describes 

a moral economy in which companies, consumers and state agents continually negotiate who owes 

what to whom. In what ways have these various actors invented and negotiated new forms of both 

freedom and constraint? Uneven Connections advances understanding of how a so-called digital 

revolution in PNG unfolded, resulting in outcomes that often confounded the expectations of policy 

makers and ordinary citizens alike. It assesses the extent to which some of the promises of this 

revolution have been redeemed and identifies the challenges faced by companies, consumers and 

state agents in establishing and experiencing novel forms of uneven connectivity. The book provides 

a short and selective history of mobile phones in PNG, ending with the sale of Digicel's Pacific 

operations to the Australian company Telstra in 2022. 

 

Contents: List of Illustrations; Acknowledgements; Introduction: The Moral Economy of Mobile 

Phones in Papua New Guinea; Part I. After Liberalisation: An Evolving Mobile Market: 1. The 

Politics of Mobile Phone Infrastructure: Licences, Towers and Gateways; 2. Making a (National) 

Market: Advertisements, Promotions and Sponsorships; Part II. Consumer Uptake: Freedom and 

Constraint: 3. Mobile Economies: Prepaid, Gift and Informal; 4. Smartphones and Data: 

Convergence and Content; Part III. Delimiting Mobility: Regulation and Responsibility: 5. 

Mobile Disruption: Regulation, Surveillance and Censorship; 6. Connecting the Unconnected: 

Corporate Social Responsibility and Post-political Governance; Conclusion: Infrastructural 

Citizenship and Uneven Connections; References." 

 

HAYES, ANNA, HENRY, ROSITA & WOOD, MICHAEL (eds). 2024 (May). The Chinese in Papua New 

Guinea: Past, Present and Future. Canberra: ANU Press. 242 pages. ISBN: 9781760466398 (pb) & 

9781760466404 (pdf). Retrieved 21 May 2024 from: http://doi.org/10.22459/CPNG.2024.   

http://doi.org/10.22459/UC.2024
http://doi.org/10.22459/CPNG.2024
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"Papua New Guinean, Chinese and Australian people have long been entangled in the creation of 

complex histories and political debates concerning the similarities and differences of each group. 

These debates are fundamental to understanding how a sense of national unity in Papua New Guinea 

is formed, as well as within analyses of the wider world of strategic power dynamics and influence. 

The Chinese in Papua New Guinea offers a comprehensive and nuanced examination of the Chinese 

in Papua New Guinea. Chinese, Papua New Guinean and Australian interactions are analysed in the 

context of ongoing shifts in colonial power, increased regional engagement with China, and current 

political instabilities across the Indo-Pacific region. The many ways the Chinese have been defined 

as actors in PNG's history and politics are analysed against the backdrop of a rapidly changing global 

order. The complexity of Chinese experiences within Papua New Guinea is given expression, here, 

with chapters that stress political and historical heterogeneity, the importance of language for 

understanding Chinese social relations, and that articulate rich personal experiences of race relations. 

 

Contents: Preliminary pages; List of illustrations; List of acronyms; Contributors; 1. The Chinese in 

Papua New Guinea's past, present and future, by Michael Wood, Anna Hayes and Rosita Henry; 

Section 1. The Chinese in PNG: Their travels and multiple histories: 2. Archives as artefacts of 

knowledge: A Sepik philosopher and a Chinese trader in Papua New Guinea, by Rosita Henry, 

Daniela Vávrová and Laurie Bragge; Vignette - Reflection: Research with the Bragge Collection 

and Reflections on Sepik Chinese, by Kulasumb Kalinoe; 3. What was colonial in extending 

Australian citizenship to New Guinea Chinese? by Michael Wood and Vincent Backhaus; Vignette - 

Reflection: History of a Chinese family in PNG, by Vyvyen Wong; 4. The rise and rise of China: 

Contemporary Chinese community in PNG, by James Chin; Section 2. The Chinese as 

transformers of PNG and its political economy: 5. Growing Chinese dominance of the bêche-de-

mer trade: A Papua New Guinean resource sector characterised by paradox, by Simon Foale, Cathy 

Hair and Jeff Kinch; 6. Manufacturing compromise: Labour process analysis of a Chinese refinery 

site in Papua New Guinea, by Chang Kuo; 7. 'Money face': Haggling Chinese and foreigner talk at a 

PNG mining market-place, by Shaun Gessler; 8. Trade, mines and language: The Chinese in Papua 

New Guinea, by Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald; 9. The New Cold War, great power rivalry and Papua 

New Guinea, by Anna Hayes; 10. Conclusion: Imagining a Chinese future in PNG, by Michael 

Wood, Anna Hayes and Rosita Henry." 

 

MERLE, ISABELLE & MUCKLE, ADRIAN. 2020. The Indigénat and France's Empire in New 

Caledonia: Origins, Practices and Legacies. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan. ISBN: 978-3-030-99032-9 

(eb) and 978-3-030-99033-6 (hc). 373 pages. Originally published in 2019 by CNRS Editions in 

Paris as L'indigénat: Genèses dans l'empire français: Pratiques en Nouvelle-Calédonie. Reviews: 

The Journal of Pacific History, 55(1), 2020: 139-140 (by C. Newbury) and The Contemporary 

Pacific, 35(1-2), 2023: 353-356 (by D. Chappell). 

 

"This book provides a long history of France's infamous indigénat regime, from its origins in Algeria 

to its contested practices and legacies in France's South Pacific territory of New Caledonia. The term 

indigénat is synonymous throughout the francophone world with the rigours and injustices of the 

colonial era under French rule. The indigénat regime or 'Native Code' governed the lives of peoples 

classified as French 'native' subjects in colonies as diverse as Algeria, West Africa, Madagascar, 

Indochina and New Caledonia. In New Caledonia it was introduced by decree in 1887 and remained 

in force until Kanak - New Caledonia's indigenous people - obtained citizenship in 1946. Among the 

colonial tools and legal mechanisms associated with France's colonial empire it is the one that has 

had the greatest impact on the memory of the colonized. Focussing on New Caledonia, the last 

remaining part of overseas France to have experienced the full force of the indigénat, this book 

illustrates the way that certain measures were translated into colonial practices, and sheds light on 

the tensions involved in the making of France as both a nation and a colonial empire. The first book 

to provide a comprehensive history of the indigénat regime, explaining how it first came into being 

and survived up until 1946 despite its constant denunciation, this is an important contribution to 

French Imperial History and Pacific History. 

 

Contents: 1. Introduction; Part I. The Genesis of an Exceptional Regime in France, Algeria, 

Cochinchina and Oceania: 2. The History of an 'Exceptional' Legal Regime; 3. Voyage to Oceania: 

The Making of 'French Native Subjects' in Tahiti, the Marquesas and New Caledonia; 4. Bringing 

the Indigénat to New Caledonia; Part II. The Indigénat at Work in New Caledonia: Chapter 5. 
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Establishing the Indigénat: The Work of the Administrators and Chiefs; 6. Stabilising a Colonial 

Order: Gendarmes, Grands Chefs and Petits Chefs; 7. The Head Tax and the Making of the 'Native'; 

8. Controlling Mobility, Segregation and Sociability; Part III. The Indigénat and the Condition of 

the 'Native' in the First Half of the Twentieth Century: 9. The Impossible Reform: Debating the 

Indigénat in the Empire and in New Caledonia; 10. Putting 'Natives' to Work: The Indigénat and the 

Colonial Labour System between the Wars; 11. The End of the Indigénat; Bibliography; Index. 

 

NARAIN, EDWARD & PHILLIPS, TARRYN. 2023. Sugar: An Ethnographic Novel. Series: Teaching 

Culture: UTP Ethnographies for the Classroom. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 364 pages. 

ISBN: 978-1487554989 (pb), 978-1487554972 (hb), 978-1487554996 (epub) and 978-1487555009 

(pdf). 

 

"In Suva, the bustling capital of Fiji, a tropical cyclone is looming. In this city of dazzling 

contradictions, three strangers are living worlds apart. Hannah is a young Australian expat who 

volunteers at a local health organization while leading a heady life of house parties and weekend 

getaways. Isikeli is a teenager from the informal settlement who has given up on his childhood 

dream of playing rugby and cares for his diabetic grandmother. Rishika is an Indo-Fijian historian 

who put her career on hold when she got married, only to find that her once compassionate husband 

has become increasingly estranged. When a brutal murder causes their worlds to collide, this 

unlikely trio must search for answers. Along the way, they are each forced to confront uncomfortable 

truths about development, its darker side, and their place within it. Based on a combination of long-

term research and lived experience, this compelling ethnographic novel reveals the hidden ways 

global inequality and violence play out in the developing world. Keenly observed and full of heart, 

Sugar is an intimate portrayal of grief, friendship, and culture clash that will prompt new ways of 

thinking about the world. 

 

Contents: Authors' Note; Prologue; Part I; Part II; Part III; Reading Sugar; Acknowledgments; 

Glossary. 

 

Edward Narain is a Fijian political analyst, researcher, and writer. Tarryn Phillips is a medical 

anthropologist and sociolegal scholar in the Department of Social Inquiry at La Trobe University." 

 

ROBERTS, JASON STEADMAN. 2024 (April). We Stay the Same: Subsistence, Logging, and Enduring 

Hopes for Development in Papua New Guinea. Tucson: University of Arizona Press. 264 pages. 

ISBN: 978-0816548149 (hc) and 978-0816548156 (eb). 

 

"On a remote island in the South Pacific, the Lavongai have consistently struggled to obtain 

development through logging and commercial agriculture. Yet many Lavongai still long to move 

beyond the grind of subsistence work that has seemingly defined their lives on New Hanover, Papua 

New Guinea, for generations. Following a long history of smaller-scale and largely unsuccessful 

resource development efforts, New Hanover became the site of three multinational-controlled special 

agricultural and business leases (SABLs) that combined to cover over 75 percent of the island for 

ninety-nine-year lease terms. These agroforestry projects were part of a national effort to encourage 

'sustainable' rural development by tapping into the growing global demand for agricultural lands and 

crops like oil palm and biofuels. They were supposed to succeed where the smaller-scale projects of 

the past had failed. Unfortunately, these SABLs resulted in significant forest loss and livelihood 

degradation, while doing little to promote the type of economic development that many Lavongai 

had been hoping for. It is within this context that We Stay the Same grounds questions of hope for 

transformative economic change within Lavongai assessments of the inequitable relationships 

between global processes of resource development and the local lives that have become increasingly 

defined by the necessities and failures of these processes. Written in a clear and relatable style for 

students, We Stay the Same combines ethnographic and ecological research to show how the 

Lavongai continue to survive and make meaningful lives in a situation where their own hopes for a 

better future have often been used against them as a mechanism of a more distantly profitable 

dispossession. 

 

Contents: List of Illustrations; Acknowledgments; A Note on Language; Introduction: History, 

Hope, and Development; 1. Staying the Same While Others Prosper; 2. The History of the Land Is 

the History of People and the Foundation for Development; 3. The Political-economic Background 
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to SABL Development in PNG; 4. Sickness of the Skin and Sickness of the Land; 5. Maintaining 

Hope for a New Mode of Subsistence at Narim Village; 6. The Land Is Sick in the Shadow of 

Development at Sulava Village; 7. Development Has Already Come Like a Thief; Conclusion: 

Enduring Hopes for a Good Change; Notes; References; Index; About the Author." 

 

MICRONESIA 

 

NIXON, URSULA & BENNETT, JUDITH. 2024 (February). Letters from Kiribati: Correspondence by the 

Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Congregation of Catholic Mission Sisters to the 

Mother House in Issoudun, France and Thuin, Belgium, 1895-1944. Melbourne: Australian 

Scholarly Publishing. 542 pages. ISBN: ? 978-1923068667 (pb).  

 

"The letters in this book were written by Daughters of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart order, who were 

pioneer Roman Catholic missionaries in Kiribati (the former Gilbert Islands). They sent their first 

news to the home convent in France in 1895, with the final letter in 1944 covering the period of 

Japanese occupation. The letters detail the challenges the Sisters faced, their reactions to the local 

lifestyle and all their work in education, health, religious instruction and the promotion of craftwork. 

It makes a fascinating read. Translation by Ursula Nixon and Introduction and Notes by Judith 

Bennett." 

 

PEREZ, TERESITA LOURDES. 2019. CHamoru Legends: A Gathering of Stories / Lihenden CHamoru: 

Rinikohen Hemplo Siha. Bilingual edition. Translator: Maria Ana Tenorio Rivera. Mangilao: 

University of Guam Press. ISBN: 978-1-935198-33-8 (hc). 188 pages. Review: The Contemporary 

Pacific, 35(1-2), 2023: 369-372 (by A.T. Lowe). 

 

"CHamoru Legends: A Gathering of Stories / Lihenden CHamoru: Rinikohen Hemplo Siha is the 

first collection of its kind, entirely authored, edited, translated, and illustrated by Indigenous 

CHamorus. Reflecting the communal culture of the CHamorus, this retelling of CHamoru legends is 

collaboratively written across history, families, archives, and relationships. Three CHamoru women 

in particular lead this woven gathering of stories. Together, storyteller Teresita Lourdes Perez, 

CHamoru language translator (and storyteller in her own right) Maria Ana T. Rivera, and editor 

Victoria-Lola Leon Guerrero offer us an intricate and nuanced representation of CHamoru cultural 

stories that have lasted across generations, all while leaving pages for the next generation to pick up 

the pen and continue the conversation" (Arielle Taitano Lowe, The Contemporary Pacific). 

 

Contents: Reflection 1, by T.L. Perez; 1. Pontan and Fo'na; 2. The boy who escaped to Rota; 3. The 

two lovers; 4. Sirena; 5. The flame tree; Reflection 2, by T.L. Perez; 6. The coconut tree; 7. The 

lemmai tree; 8. The cow and the carabao; 9. The ko'ko' and the hilitai; 10. Okkodo; 11. Juan Mala; 

12. The scented woman; Reflection 3, by T.L. Perez." 

 

POLYNESIA 

 

BENEDETTO, ROBERT. 2024 (April). Na Hale Pule: Portraits of Native Hawaiian Churches, 1820-1900. 

Honolulu: University of Hawai'i Press. 352 pages. ISBN: 978-0824892104 (hb).  

 

"With historical sketches of some 165 churches that were known to exist in Hawai'i during the 

nineteenth century, Na Hale Pule: Portraits of Native Hawaiian Churches, 1820-1900 is the first 

comprehensive survey of the Congregational and Presbyterian Churches of Hawai'i as established by 

the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions and later operated by Ka 'Ahahui 

'Eaunelio o Hawai'i (The Hawaiian Evangelical Association). While many of these churches were 

first led by missionary pastors, the ali'i (hereditary chiefs) founders of the churches together with 

their membership and congregational leaders were predominately Native Hawaiian. Worship 

services were soon led by Native Hawaiian pastors and were conducted in 'olelo Hawai'i (Hawaiian 

language). This study draws upon the official archives of the churches, English-language newspaper 

articles, missionary and pastoral correspondence, and a twentieth-century architectural survey. The 

body of this work includes an island-by-island listing of the names and locations of the Native 

Hawaiian churches, the pastors who served the congregations, and brief histories of the churches 

themselves. These portraits tell the stories of the founding of the churches, Christianity's rise in the 

islands through the Great Revival years of the 1840s, the devastating impact of foreign diseases that 
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swept through Hawai'i during the mid-nineteenth century, and the efforts of the churches to maintain 

their properties and congregations. The book's introduction describes the founding of mother and 

branch churches, the importance of the lands on which the churches resided, church construction and 

builders, the struggle for self-support and self-governance, demographic changes that led to the 

churches' decline, and a resurgence of Native Hawaiian culture and polytheism that caused 

understandings of faith and the future to further evolve. Also included are a chronology of Native 

Hawaiian churches, a robust glossary of Hawaiian theological vocabulary, and meticulous citations. 

This volume is a companion to Na Kahu: Portraits of Native Hawaiian Pastors at Home and 

Abroad, 1820-1900, by Nancy J. Morris and Robert Benedetto, which tells the stories of the lives of 

Native Hawaiian pastors." 

 

FUJIKANE, CANDACE. 2021. Mapping Abundance for a Planetary Future: Kanaka Maoli and Critical 

Settler Cartographies in Hawai'i. Durham: Duke University Press. 279 pages. ISBN: 978-

1478010562 (cl), 978-1478011682 (pb) and 978-1478021247 (eb). Review: The Contemporary 

Pacific, 35(1-2), 2023: 372-375 (by D. Kapp). 

 

"In Mapping Abundance for a Planetary Future, Candace Fujikane contends that the practice of 

mapping abundance is a radical act in the face of settler capital's fear of an abundance that feeds. 

Cartographies of capital enable the seizure of abundant lands by enclosing 'wastelands' claimed to be 

underdeveloped. By contrast, Kanaka Maoli (Native Hawaiian) cartographies map the continuities of 

abundant worlds. Vital to restoration movements is the art of kilo, intergenerational observation of 

elemental forms encoded in storied histories, chants, and songs. As a participant in these movements, 

Fujikane maps the ecological lessons of these elemental forms: reptilian deities who protect the 

waterways, sharks who swim into the mountains, the navigator Maui who fishes up the islands, the 

deities of snow and mists on Mauna Kea. The laws of these elements are now being violated by toxic 

waste dumping, leaking military jet fuel tanks, and astronomical-industrial complexes. As Kanaka 

Maoli and their allies stand as land and water protectors, Fujikane calls for a profound attunement to 

the elemental forms in order to transform climate events into renewed possibilities for planetary 

abundance. 

 

Contents: Note on the Text; Acknowledgments; Introduction: Abundant Cartographies for a 

Planetary Future; 1. Mo'o'aina as Cartographic Method: Recovering the Birthplace of Maui in 

Wai'anae; 2. Maps in Motion: Mapping Wonder in Wai'ana on Huaka'i Aloha 'Aina; 3. Mo'oinanea's 

Waterways on Mauna a Wakea: Beyond Settler Colonial Thresholds in the Wao Aku; 4. Kupuna 

Pohaku on Mauna a Wakae: Spiraling Back to the Piko; 5. Vertical Maps of Subterranean Waters in 

Kalihi: The Laws of Haumea and Kanemilohae; 6. Mo'o'aina Cascades in Waiahole and He'eia: A 

Cartography of Haumea and Kanemilohae; Conclusion: 'Iwakilomoku: Foreseeing a Future beyond 

Capital; Notes; Bibliography; Index." 

 

JONASSEN, JON TIKIVANOTAU MICHAEL. 2022. Pe'e Maori: Traditional Cook Islands Chants. 

Rarotonga: Mana Heritage Publications. 280 pages. ISBN: 978-0-473-64276-1 (pb). Review: 

Waka Kuaka: The Journal of the Polynesian Society, 133(1), 2024: 115-119 (by L. Koka'ua). 

 

"Pe'e Maori: Traditional Cook Islands Chants is a unique collection of various types of intonation 

with revelations on their use and symbolic meanings. The sacred dignity in customary welcome, 

ceremonial decorum, title investitures, traditional haircutting, solemn marriages, and the power of 

prayer and incantations, are captured in print. This distinctive manifestation of alternative ways in 

communication, celebrates life and weaves together ancestors and descendants. It projects powerful 

images that are just as effective today as they were yesterday. This publication was written by Jon 

Tikivanotau Michael Jonassen with the support of the Pacifica Arts Centre - Moanaroa and Creative 

New Zealand Pacific Arts Strategy 2018-2023. Texts of chants in Rarotongan, with English 

translation. 

 

Contents: 'Akaira tango =Preface; 'Akamarama = Introduction; 1. Pe'e karakia = Prayer chants; 2. 

Pe'e 'Akamata = Begin chants; 3. Pe'e tu'oro = Challenge chants; 4. Pe'e Turou = Welcome chants; 5. 

Pe'e 'Anau = Birth chants; 6. Pe'e pakoti rouru = Haircut; 7. Pe'e 'akaipoipo = Wedding; 8. Pe'e 

kama'atu = Wisdom chants; 9. Pe'e mate = Death chants; 10. Pe'e 'akauruuru = Investiture; 11. Pe'e 

'akatapu = Consecrate; 12. Pe'e 'akanoa = Remove tapu; 13. Pe'e pato'i = Raise objection; 14. Pe'e 

turu = Express support; 15. Pe'e ta'onga = Tribal titles; 16. Pe'e vaiata = Songs in chant; 17. Pe'e amu 
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= Melodius chant; 18. Pe'e Pa 'Enua = Outer islands; 19. Pe'e akareinga = End songs; 20. Korero 

kama'atu = Wisdom verse; Tumu korero = Bibliography; 'Akapapa Pe'e = List of chants." 

 

LECKIE, JACQUELINE. 2024 (June). Old Black Cloud: A Cultural History of Mental Depression in 

Aotearoa New Zealand. Auckland: Massey University Press. 312 pages. ISBN: 978-1-99-101672-0 

(pb) and 978-1-99-101673-7 (eb). 

 

"Mental depression is a serious issue in contemporary New Zealand, and it has an increasingly high 

profile. But during our history, depression has often been hidden under a long black cloud of denial 

that we have not always lived up to the Kiwi ideal of being pragmatic and have not always coped. 

Using historic patient records as a starting place, and informed by her own experience of depression, 

academic Jacqueline Leckie's timely social history of depression in Aotearoa analyses its medical, 

cultural and social contexts through an historical lens. From detailing its links to melancholia and 

explaining its expression within Indigenous and migrant communities, this engrossing book 

interrogates how depression was medicalised and has been treated, and how New Zealanders have 

lived with it. 

 

Contents: Introduction; 1. Discourse and diagnosis; 2. Rawakiwaki; 3. The lonely land; 4. Enduring 

darkness; 5. Living with, and denying, the dark cloud; 6. Depression, ethnicity and culture; 7. 

'Quacks', shocks, docs and drugs; Epilogue; Notes; Bibliography; Psychiatric hospitals in Aotearoa 

New Zealand; Glossary; Image credits; Acknowledgements; About the author; Index." 

 

MARICHALAR, PASCAL. 2024 (April). La montagne aux étoiles: Enquête sur les terres contestées de 

l'astronomie. Paris: La Découverte. 304 pages. ISBN: 978-2348079672 (pb) and 978-2348079689 

(eb). 

 

"In 1779, British Captain James Cook was killed on a beach in Hawai'i. Two centuries later, NASA 

sent the Apollo 11 astronauts to the Moon. At the end of the twentieth century, astronomers were 

stunned to discover that the universe was mainly made up of mysterious dark energy. What do these 

three events have in common? A place with unique properties in the world, the Big Island of 

Hawai'i, and artificial eyes made of mirrors turned towards the sky: telescopes. It was after following 

the mobilization of several thousand people in 2019 against the construction of a new giant telescope 

on Mauna Kea, the highest point in the Pacific, that the author wanted to study the origins of this 

crisis. Little did he know that his investigation would lead him to explore not only the unpublished 

archives of the major contemporary astronomical observatories, but also a much longer history 

pitting the indigenous people of Hawai'i against each other in the struggle for sovereignty, the most 

powerful army in the world, sugar cane planters, and rare and wonderful birds, in a spectacular 

landscape shaped by the wrath of the Earth. In this captivating account, the author reminds us that 

although telescopes observe the sky, they are built on land, which very often is fragile land, sacred 

land, stolen land. A magical mountain for the Hawaiian people and for science alike, Mauna Kea is 

also an emblematic place of confrontation of our time and a witness to the ravages of the 

Anthropocene. So much so that this unique portal to the distant universe may be closing." 

 

MCGUIRE, GINA. 2023. Indigenous Ecology of Kalapana Hawai'i. PhD thesis, University of Hawai'i at 

Manoa. Retrieved 4 March 2024 from: 

https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/server/api/core/bitstreams/878d96ab-b63e-4e46-9d06-

ab789f3f4ecb/content.  

 

"This dissertation considers the Kalapana coastline of Hawai'i island from that of several 'Oiwi 

(Native Hawaiian) perspectives: la'au lapa'au (Hawaiian healing practice), the plurality of practices 

and understood entities associated with pa'akai (seasalt) biocultural vegetation communities, and 

mo'olelo (stories), of kua'aina (rural subsiders) of the coastal geography. Attention is given to the 

uniqueness of coastal geographies within 'Oiwi and biogeographic scholarship and within processes 

that establish ola - the la'au lapa'au understanding of wellbeing, and of biocultural abundance. This 

work introduces the concept of coastal care - the reciprocal relationship of care between 

communities and coasts and the biocultural linkages and diversity of cultural dimensions that 

contribute to care. Kalapana is unique in its network of biocultural kipuka (refugia) for both human 

and non-human entities. These entities are linked through their pilina (relationships), and roles to 

hold and transfer mana. 

https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/server/api/core/bitstreams/878d96ab-b63e-4e46-9d06-ab789f3f4ecb/content
https://scholarspace.manoa.hawaii.edu/server/api/core/bitstreams/878d96ab-b63e-4e46-9d06-ab789f3f4ecb/content
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Contents: Dedication; Keywords (Coastal Care, Indigenous Ecology, Cultural Practice, Vegetative 

Communities [influenced biodiversity]); Acknowledgements 1. Introduction; 2. More Than 

Medicine: Hawaiian Healing as a Lens for Place-based Well-being; 3. Cultivating the Unseen: 

Pa'akai and the Role of Practice in coastal Care; 4. Biocultural Abundance: Indigenous Ecology on 

an 'Oiwi Coast; 5. The Kipuka Keepers; 6. Conclusion; Glossary; Appendices; Works Cited." 

 

MENDOZA, S. LILLY & ZACHARIA, GEORG (eds). 2022. Decolonizing Ecotheology: Indigenous and 

Subaltern Challenges. Eugene: Pickwick. 292 pages. ISBN: 978-1725286405 (pb), 978-

1725286412 (hc) and 978-1725286429 (eb). Review: Worldviews, 28(1), 2024: 81-84 (by S. Kotva). 

 

"What the editors, S. Lily Mendoza and Georg Zachariah, refer to as 'mainstream eco-theology and 

religious environmentalism' (Mendoza and Zachariah, 2022: 3) are indeed very willing, and 

increasingly so, to listen to Indigenous voices. The problem is that this willingness to listen to 

Indigenous voices has been translated, only rarely, into a willingness to let eco-theology speak from 

the perspective of Indigenous experiences, practices, and lifeways. As a result, Indigenous voices 

are, either, stereotyped as possessors of a pristine earth-spirituality to which eco-theology can 'return' 

with little or no rethinking of its 'colonial and neo-liberal moorings' (3), or else subsumed in the 

metanarratives of global belonging that are now so prominent, especially in Catholic eco-theology. 

Decolonizing Ecotheology addresses this tension constructively, by narrating eco-theology from 

perspectives of subalternity; fourteen in total. Most of these perspectives narrate everyday 

Indigenous Christianity in relation to contemporary communities adapting to forced displacement 

and Christianization in the wake of colonialism. Thus Enolyne Lyngdoh offers an Indigenous Khasi 

re-reading of Psalm 104; Ferdinand A. Anno discusses Indigenous leitourgia in the Philippines; 

Faafetai Aiavâ relates a fascinating 'skit' in which the Samoan earth-goddess Eleele interrupts 

Genesis 2; Kathryn Poethig reflects on fieldwork among Cambodian Catholics; Sophia Chirongoma 

weaves an alternative eco-theology based on accounts from Karanga communities in Zimbabwe; 

Yousef Kamal AlKhouri examines the eco-devastation caused by Israeli colonization in his native 

Palestine, and relates this to Christian Zionist spiritualties; Zachariah thinks with Indigenous 

practices of poromboke or 'commoning' of land-use in India; and Mendoza - in a particularly 

engrossing chapter, to which I will return shortly - analyses the dangers and potentials of the 

Indigenous reclamation movement of which she is part. […] Mendoza's case is her own story as a 

diasporic Filipina Christian theologian participating in the ongoing movement of reclaiming 

Indigenous babaylan [shamanist] spirit-work and practices of ancestral communication" (Simone 

Kotva, Worldviews). 

 

PRESSER, BRANDON. 2022. The Far Land: 200 Years of Murder, Mania, and Mutiny in the South 

Pacific. New York: Public Affairs. 352 pages. ISBN: 978-1541758575 (hc).  

 

"In 1808, an American merchant ship happened upon an uncharted island in the South Pacific and 

unwittingly solved the biggest nautical mystery of the era: the whereabouts of a band of fugitives 

who, after seizing their vessel, had disappeared into the night with their Tahitian companions. 

Pitcairn Island was the perfect hideaway from British authorities, but after nearly two decades of 

isolation its secret society had devolved into a tribalistic hellscape; a real-life Lord of the Flies, rife 

with depravity and deception. Seven generations later, the island's diabolical past still looms over its 

48 residents; descendants of the original mutineers, marooned like modern castaways. Only a rusty 

cargo ship connects Pitcairn with the rest of the world, just four times a year. In 2018, Brandon 

Presser rode the freighter to live among its present-day families; two clans bound by circumstance 

and secrets. While on the island, he pieced together Pitcairn's full story: an operatic saga that holds 

all who have visited in its mortal clutch - even the author. Told through vivid historical and personal 

narrative, The Far Land goes beyond the infamous mutiny on the Bounty, offering an unprecedented 

glimpse at life on the fringes of civilization, and how, perhaps, it's not so different from our own." 

 

SALMOND, ANNE. 2023. Knowledge Is a Blessing on Your Mind: Selected Writings, 1980-2020. 

Auckland: Auckland University Press. 608 pages. ISBN: 978-1869409906 (hb) and 978-1776711093 

(eb). 

 

For fifty years, Dame Anne Salmond has navigated te ao hurihuri [the revolving world between 

Maori and Pakeha] - travelling to hui [ceremonial gatherings] in her little blue vw-beetle with Eruera 
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and Amiria Stirling in the 1970s, working for a university marae alongside Merimeri Penfold, Patu 

Hohepa and Wharetoroa Kerr in the 1980s, giving evidence to the Waitangi Tribunal on the meaning 

of Te Tiriti in the 2000s. From Hui: A Study of Maori Ceremonial Gatherings (1975) to The Trial of 

the Cannibal Dog: Captain Cook in the South Seas (2003) to today's debates about the future of 

Aotearoa, Anne Salmond has explored who we are to each other. This book traces Anne Salmond's 

journey as an anthropologist, as a writer and activist, as a Pakeha New Zealander, as a friend, wife 

and mother. The book brings together her key writing on the Maori world, cultural contact, Te Tiriti 

and the wider Pacific - much of it appearing in book form for the first time - and embeds these 

writings in her life and relationships, her travels and friends. This is the story of Aotearoa and the 

story of one woman's pathway through our changing land. 

 

Contents: Dedication; Preface; 1. A Scholar's Life (2013); 2. Eruera: An Epilogue (1981); 3. 

Institutional Racism at the University of Auckland (1983); 4. Maori Epistemologies (1985); 5. 

Theoretical Landscapes: On Cross-cultural Conceptions of Knowledge (1982); 6. Pathways in Te Ao 

Maori (1984); 7. Antipodean Crab Antics (1994); 8. Ruatara's Dying (1999); 9. The Trial of the 

Cannibal Dog, or, Why Did Captain Cook Die? (1996); 10. Their Body is Different, Our Body is 

Different (2004) 11. McDonald among the Maori (1999); 12. With Artists: a. Et la tête: Casting 

Heads in the Pacific (2011); b. Introduction: In Pursuit of Venus (Infected) (2015); 13. Of Women: 

a. Women and Democracy (2014); b. Once Were Warriors (2016); 14. Te Tiriti o Waitangi (2010); 

15. On Environmental Questions: a. Tears of Rangi: Water, Power and People in Aotearoa New 

Zealand (2014); b. Afterword: Think Like a Fish: Pacific Philosophies and Climate Change (2018); 

16. Entangled Worlds: Kosmos Lecture, Berlin (2019); 17. What is Anthropology? (2019); Notes; 

Bibliography of Anne Salmond Works." 

 

SCHULZ, JOY. 2023. When Women Ruled the Pacific: Power and Politics in Nineteenth-century Tahiti 

and Hawai'i. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press. 166 pages. ISBN: 978-1-4962-3180-2 (hc), 

978-1-4962-3671-5 (pdf) and 978-1-4962-3670-8 (epub). Review: Waka Kuaka: The Journal of the 

Polynesian Society, 133(1), 2024: 126-128 (by P. Reynolds). 

 

"Throughout the nineteenth century British and American imperialists advanced into the Pacific, 

with catastrophic effects for Polynesian peoples and cultures. In both Tahiti and Hawai'i, women 

rulers attempted to mitigate the effects of these encounters, utilizing their power amid the 

destabilizing influence of the English and Americans. However, as the century progressed, foreign 

diseases devastated the Tahitian and Hawaiian populations, and powerful European militaries 

jockeyed for more formal imperial control over Polynesian waystations, causing Tahiti to cede rule 

to France in 1847 and Hawai'i to relinquish power to the United States in 1893. In When Women 

Ruled the Pacific Joy Schulz highlights four Polynesian women rulers who held enormous domestic 

and foreign power and expertly governed their people amid shifting loyalties, outright betrayals, and 

the ascendancy of imperial racism. Like their European counterparts, these Polynesian rulers fought 

arguments of lineage, as well as battles for territorial control, yet the freedom of Polynesian women 

in general and women rulers in particular was unlike anything Europeans and Americans had ever 

seen. Consequently, white chroniclers of contact had difficulty explaining their encounters, initially 

praising yet ultimately condemning Polynesian gender systems, resulting in the loss of women's 

autonomy. The queens' successes have been lost in the archives as imperial histories and missionary 

accounts chose to tell different stories. In this first book to consider queenship and women's political 

sovereignty in the Pacific, Schulz recentres the lives of the women rulers in the history of nineteenth-

century international relations. 

 

Contents: List of Illustrations; Acknowledgments; Introduction: Woman in Red; 1. Purea; 2. 

'Aimata; 3. Ka'ahumanu; 4. Lili'uokalani; Conclusion: To All the Queens; Appendix A. Partial 

Letter from Pomare to Queen Victoria (1844); Appendix B. Queen Lili'uokalani's Formal Protest to 

the United States against the Annexation Treaty (1897); Notes; Bibliography; Index." 

 

SIDES, HAMPTON. 2024 (April). The Wide Wide Sea: Imperial Ambition, First Contact and the Fateful 

Final Voyage of Captain James Cook. New York: Doubleday. 432 pages. 978-0385544764 (hb), 

978-0385544764 (pb) and 978-0385544771 (eb). 

 

"On July 12th, 1776, Captain James Cook, already lionized as the greatest explorer in British history, 

set off on his third voyage in his ship the HMS Resolution. Two-and-a-half years later, on a beach on 
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the island of Hawaii, Cook was killed in a conflict with native Hawaiians. How did Cook, who was 

unique among captains for his respect for Indigenous peoples and cultures, come to that fatal 

moment? Hampton Sides' bravura account of Cook's last journey both wrestles with Cook's legacy 

and provides a thrilling narrative of the titanic efforts and continual danger that characterized 

exploration in the 1700s. Cook was renowned for his peerless seamanship, his humane leadership, 

and his dedication to science - the famed naturalist Joseph Banks accompanied him on his first 

voyage, and Cook has been called one of the most important figures of the Age of Enlightenment. 

He was also deeply interested in the native people he encountered. In fact, his stated mission was to 

return a Tahitian man, Mai, who had become the toast of London, to his home islands. On previous 

expeditions, Cook mapped huge swaths of the Pacific, including the east coast of Australia, and 

initiated first European contact with numerous peoples. He treated his crew well, and endeavoured to 

learn about the societies he encountered with curiosity and without judgment. Yet something was 

different on this last voyage. Cook became mercurial, resorting to the lash to enforce discipline, and 

led his two vessels into danger time and again. Uncharacteristically, he ordered violent retaliation for 

perceived theft on the part of native peoples. This may have had something to do with his secret 

orders, which were to chart and claim lands before Britain's imperial rivals could, and to discover the 

fabled Northwest Passage. Whatever Cook's intentions, his scientific efforts were the sharp edge of 

the colonial sword, and the ultimate effects of first contact were catastrophic for Indigenous people 

around the world. The tensions between Cook's overt and covert missions came to a head on the 

shores of Hawaii. His first landing there was harmonious, but when Cook returned after mapping the 

coast of the Pacific Northwest and Alaska, his exploitative treatment of the Hawaiians led to the fatal 

encounter. 

 

Contents: Book I. The First Navigator of Europe: Negative discoverer: 1. Proto-anthropologist; 2. 

A human pet; 3. A fine retreat; 4. A natural politeness; 5. The problem of the ice; 6. No tutor but 

nature; 7. Fresh discoveries; 8. The secret instructions; Book II. The Weight of My Resentment: 

Isla del Infierno: 1. Tavern of the seas; 2. The isle of desolation; 3. Alonna-lunawanna; 4. A 

shocking scene of carnage; 5. The land of the long white cloud; 6. Return to grass cove; Book III. 

Faraway Heaven: Aphrodite's island: 1. This barbarous custom; 3. Duped by every designing 

knave; 4. A kingdom for a goat; 5. The ardour of inviolable friendship; 6. Faraway heaven; 7. 

Scorched up by the heat of the sun; 8. A new race of people; 9. In the land of the Menehune; Book 

IV. New Albion: Foul weather: 1. Soft gold; 2. In Bering's wake; 3. Deep water and bold shores; 4. 

Possessed; 5. Risen in a new world; 6. Big with every danger; Book V. Apotheosis: Pathway of the 

gods: 7. Approaching adoration; 8. Golden days; 9. A welcome overstayed; 10. The water's edge; 11. 

The bones of Captain Cook; 12. Lono's tears; Epilogue: The long concealed arrangements of the 

Almighty." 

 

STURZSREETHARAN, CINDI, BREWIS, ALEXANDRA, HARDIN, JESSICA, TRANER, SARAH & 

WUTICH, AMBER. 2021. Fat in Four Cultures: A Global Ethnography of Weight. Series: 

Teaching Culture: UTP Ethnographies for the Classroom. Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 236 

pages. ISBN: 978-1487525620 (pb), 978-1487537357 (pdf) and 978-1487537364 (epub). Review: 

American Ethnologist, 51(2), 2024: 320-321 (by F.B. Scagliusi).  

 

"Traits that signal belonging dictate our daily routines, including how we eat, move, and connect to 

others. In recent years, 'fat' has emerged as a shared anchor in defining who belongs and is valued 

versus who does not and is not. The stigma surrounding weight transcends many social, cultural, 

political, and economic divides. The concern over body image shapes not only how we see 

ourselves, but also how we talk, interact, and fit into our social networks, communities, and broader 

society. Fat in Four Cultures is a co-authored comparative ethnography that reveals the shared 

struggles and local distinctions of how people across the globe are coping with a bombardment of 

anti-fat messages. Highlighting important differences in how people experience "being fat," the cases 

in this book are based on fieldwork by five anthropologists working together simultaneously in four 

different sites across the globe: Japan, the United States, Paraguay, and Samoa. Through these cases, 

Fat in Four Cultures considers what insights can be gained through systematic, cross-cultural 

comparison. Written in an eye-opening and narrative-driven style, with clearly defined and 

consistently used key terms, this book effectively explores a series of fundamental questions about 

the present and future of fat and obesity. 
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Contents: 1. Introduction; 2. How and Where We Did the Study; 3. Futotteru (Fat) In Osaka, Japan; 

4. Fat in Peri-rural Georgia, USA; 5. Gordura (Fat) in Encarnación, Paraguay; 6. Lapo'a (Fat) in 

Apia, Samoa; 7. The Bigger Picture: Shared Beliefs about Fat; 8. Conclusions: A Global Perspective 

on Weight; Appendices: A. Five Ethnographers with Five Perspectives; B. Research Methods; C. Fat 

in Four Cultures Interview Protocol; D. Participant Information across All Sites; E. 

Recommendations and Insights; Notes; References." 

 

THOMAS, NICHOLAS. 2024 (February). Gauguin and Polynesia. London: Bloomsbury. 384 pages. 

ISBN: 978-1801105231 (hb) and 978-1801105255 (eb).  

 

"Paul Gauguin is commonly regarded as one of the greatest modern artists. He is renowned for 

resplendent, mythic imagery from Oceania, for a life of restless travel and for his supposed 

immersion in Polynesian life. But he has long been regarded ambivalently, and in recent years both 

Gauguin's sexual behaviour, and his paintings, have been considered exploitative. Gauguin and 

Polynesia offers a fresh view on the artist, not from the perspective of European art history, but from 

the contemporary vantage point of the region - Oceania - which he so famously moved to. Gauguin's 

art is revealed, for the first time, to be richer and more eclectic than has been recognised. The artist 

indeed did invent enigmatic and symbolic images, but he also depicted Polynesia's colonial 

modernity, acknowledging the life of the time and the dignity and power of some of the Islanders he 

encountered. Gauguin and Polynesia neither celebrates nor condemns an extraordinary painter, who 

at times denounced and at other times affirmed the French empire that shaped his own life and the 

places he moved between. It is a revelation, of a formative artist of modern life, and of multicultural 

worlds in the making. 

 

Contents: Dedication; Preface; A note on titles, money and language; Timeline; Introduction: On 

rue Vercingétorix; Part I. Societies: 1. Te Fenua, la Nation; Part II. Lives: 2. Aline's son; 3. Arosa's 

ward; 4. Mette's husband; Part III. Works: 5. A sailor's art; 6. I've gone beyond anything I've done 

till now; 7. No one paid attention; 8. Impossible to imagine any greater harmony; 9. She came back 

in a beautiful dress; 10. It was not painted from life; 11. And a few sculpted things; 12. This art did 

not belong to him 13. The natives steal from us with impunity; 14. Drowned in sombre, sad colours; 

15. He was a friend; Part IV. Afterlives: 16. Stories; 17. Works; 18. Places; Coda: On the beach, 

Atuona; Appendix I. Glossary of Polynesian words; Appendix II. Gauguin's family, associates and 

contemporaries; Select bibliography; Sources; Notes; List of illustrations; Acknowledgements." 

 

 

3. RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

 

[Mistakes occasionally occur in this section. We are happy to receive corrections that will be noted in our 

online database.] 

 

GENERAL / JOURNAL ARTICLES & BOOK SECTIONS 

 

APOROSA, A., & PERRIM, R. (2024). Supernatural Curses in Pacific Communities: A Challenge for 

Modern Healthcare. Research Outreach(140), 36-39. Retrieved 2 May 2024 from: 

https://hdl.handle.net/10289/16551.  

 

ARRIOLA, T. I. (2023). Our Islands, Our Refuge: Response to Craig Santos Perez's "Blue-washing the 

Colonization and Militarization of 'Our Ocean'". The Contemporary Pacific, 35(1/2), 104-114. 

 

AYRE, C. W. (2021). Faith and a Sustainable Pacific. In J. H. Luetz & P. D. Nunn (Eds.), Beyond Belief: 

Opportunities for Faith-engaged Approaches to Climate-change Adaptation in the Pacific Islands 

(pp. 377-391). Cham: Springer. 

 

AYRE, C. W., HILLS, K., & LUETZ, J. M. (2021). Ecology, War, and Nuclear Testing in the Pacific: The 

Path of Reconciliation. In J. H. Luetz & P. D. Nunn (Eds.), Beyond Belief: Opportunities for Faith-

engaged Approaches to Climate-change Adaptation in the Pacific Islands (pp. 17-37). Cham: 

Springer. 

 

https://hdl.handle.net/10289/16551
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BANGERT, K. (2021). Climate Change and Eschatology. In J. H. Luetz & P. D. Nunn (Eds.), Beyond Belief: 

Opportunities for Faith-engaged Approaches to Climate-change Adaptation in the Pacific Islands 

(pp. 157-188). Cham: Springer. 

 

DAVIS, R. A. (2021). Climate Justice and God's Justice in the Pacific: Climate Change Adaptation and 

Martin Luther. In J. H. Luetz & P. D. Nunn (Eds.), Beyond Belief: Opportunities for Faith-engaged 

Approaches to Climate-change Adaptation in the Pacific Islands (pp. 99-113). Cham: Springer. 

 

DE JONG, M. (2024). "Our Pacific through Native Eyes": Maori Activism in the Nuclear Free and 

Independent Pacific Movement, 1980-5. The Journal of Pacific History, 59(1), 60-82. Special issue: 

Resistance and Survival - The Nuclear Era in the Pacific, edited by Nic Maclellan. 

 

DOREY, J. B., DAVIES, O. K., MAGNACCA, K. N., SCHWARZ, M. P., GILPIN, A.-M., RAMAGE, T., 

et al. (2024). Canopy Specialist Hylaeus Bees Highlight Sampling Biases and Resolve Michener's 

Mystery. Frontiers in Ecology and Evolution, 12, 1-22. Ejournal: Article 

10.3389/fevo.2024.1339446. Open access. Retrieved 4 March 2024 from: 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fevo.2024.1339446.  

 

FERWERDA, S. (2024). Blue Humanities and the Color of Colonialism. Environmental Humanities, 16(1), 

1-18. 

 

GARD, R. (2021). Paddling on Both Sides of the Canoe: Toward a Consilience of Science and Spirituality in 

Climate Change Response. In J. H. Luetz & P. D. Nunn (Eds.), Beyond Belief: Opportunities for 

Faith-engaged Approaches to Climate-change Adaptation in the Pacific Islands (pp. 207-225). 

Cham: Springer. 

 

GONSCHOR, L. (2023). Oceania in Review Editor's Note. The Contemporary Pacific, 35(1/2), 126-127. 

 

GRIFFITHS, J. D. (2021). Wonders in the Heavens Above, Signs on the Earth Below: Pacific Islands 

Pentecostalism, Climate Change and Acts 2. In J. H. Luetz & P. D. Nunn (Eds.), Beyond Belief: 

Opportunities for Faith-engaged Approaches to Climate-change Adaptation in the Pacific Islands 

(pp. 329-344). Cham: Springer. 

 

HAVEA, P. H., & DE RAMON N'YEURT, A. (2021). Climate Change: Science, People, Religion - Cord of 

Three Strands. In J. H. Luetz & P. D. Nunn (Eds.), Beyond Belief: Opportunities for Faith-engaged 

Approaches to Climate-change Adaptation in the Pacific Islands (pp. 227-246). Cham: Springer. 

 

HOARE, N. (2023). Australia’s Pacific Maralinga: Nauru's War of Rehabilitation in Nuclear Perspective. 

International Review of Environmental History, 9(2), 77-98. Retrieved 15 March 2024 from: 

https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/journals/international-review-environmental-history/.  

 

JACKSON, G., & PIGGOTT-MCKELLAR, A. (2021). Gods, Spirits and Natural Hazards: Ontologies and 

Epistemologies of Natural Hazards and Climate Change in Kiribati and Papua New Guinea. In J. H. 

Luetz & P. D. Nunn (Eds.), Beyond Belief: Opportunities for Faith-engaged Approaches to Climate-

change Adaptation in the Pacific Islands (pp. 81-98). Cham: Springer. 

 

LEDDERUCCI, C. (2021). Pacific Climate Warriors and Local Narratives on Climate Change: An Analysis 

of a Faith-informed Indigenous Rhetoric. In J. H. Luetz & P. D. Nunn (Eds.), Beyond Belief: 

Opportunities for Faith-engaged Approaches to Climate-change Adaptation in the Pacific Islands 

(pp. 289-311). Cham: Springer. 

 

LOPESI, L., & LOW, A. (2024). Radical Inclusion: On Pacific Arts Aotearoa. Waka Kuaka: The Journal of 

the Polynesian Society, 133(1), 65-76. Special issue: in a room, in a house, on an island, in an ocean. 

 

LOW, A. (2024). in a room, in a house, on an island, in an ocean. Waka Kuaka: The Journal of the 

Polynesian Society, 133(1), 0-14. Special issue: in a room, in a house, on an island, in an ocean. 

 

LUETZ, J. M., & LEO, R. G. (2021). Christianity, Creation, and the Climate Crisis: Ecotheological 

Paradigms and Perspectives. In J. H. Luetz & P. D. Nunn (Eds.), Beyond Belief: Opportunities for 

https://doi.org/10.3389/fevo.2024.1339446
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/journals/international-review-environmental-history/


25 

 

Faith-engaged Approaches to Climate-change Adaptation in the Pacific Islands (pp. 345-375). 

Cham: Springer. 

 

MACLELLAN, N. (2023). The Region in Review: International Issues and Events, 2022. The Contemporary 

Pacific, 35(1/2), 128-151. 

 

MACLELLAN, N. (2024). Introduction: Resistance and Survival - The Nuclear Era in the Pacific. The 

Journal of Pacific History, 59(1), 1-16. Special issue: Resistance and Survival - The Nuclear Era in 

the Pacific, edited by Nic Maclellan. 

 

MACOMBER, F. (2024). a poem for Itu‘ti‘u aunty. Waka Kuaka: The Journal of the Polynesian Society, 

133(1), 96-97. Special issue: in a room, in a house, on an island, in an ocean. 

 

MA'IA'I, J. (2024). Exploring Memory and Self-Identity through Installation Art. Waka Kuaka: The Journal 

of the Polynesian Society, 133(1), 36-64. Special issue: in a room, in a house, on an island, in an 

ocean. 

 

MAILLOCHON, C. (2024). Customary Paths toward Denuclearization and Decolonization: Ma'ohi and 

Kanak Activists Passing through lo Larzac. The Journal of Pacific History, 59(1), 83-105. Special 

issue: Resistance and Survival - The Nuclear Era in the Pacific, edited by Nic Maclellan. 

 

MANCINI, H. (2024). We Carry Their Voices: An Indigenous Pacific Archivist on Preserving Oral 

Histories. Waka Kuaka: The Journal of the Polynesian Society, 133(1), 15-35. Special issue: in a 

room, in a house, on an island, in an ocean. 

 

MANGIONI, T. L. (2024). Art/Story of the Niuklia Fri Pasifik: On Doing Creative Pacific Histories. The 

Journal of Pacific History, 59(1), 37-59. Special issue: Resistance and Survival - The Nuclear Era in 

the Pacific, edited by Nic Maclellan. 

 

NUNN, P. D., & LUETZ, J. M. (2021). Beyond Belief. In J. H. Luetz & P. D. Nunn (Eds.), Beyond Belief: 

Opportunities for Faith-engaged Approaches to Climate-change Adaptation in the Pacific Islands 

(pp. 1-14). Cham: Springer. 

 

PEARSON, C. (2021). Standing in the Middle of the Ocean: Time for a Public Theology. In J. H. Luetz & P. 

D. Nunn (Eds.), Beyond Belief: Opportunities for Faith-engaged Approaches to Climate-change 

Adaptation in the Pacific Islands (pp. 189-203). Cham: Springer. 

 

PEREZ, C. S. (2023). Blue-washing the Colonization and Militarization of "Our Ocean". The Contemporary 

Pacific, 35(1/2), 96-103. 

 

RAMSAY, R. (2024). John Dunmore (1923-2023). The Journal of Pacific History, 59(1), 113-115. 

 

SALSANO, M., & TAITO, M. (2024). Two Indigenous Women and Their Creative Practice Doctoral 

Journeys. Waka Kuaka: The Journal of the Polynesian Society, 133(1), 77-95. Special issue: in a 

room, in a house, on an island, in an ocean. 

 

ULM, S., MCNIVEN, I. J., SUMMERHAYES, G. R., WU, P.-H., BUNBURY, M. M. E., PETCHY, F., et 

al. (2024). Early Aboriginal Pottery Production and Offshore Island Occupation on Jiigurru (Lizard 

Island Group), Great Barrier Reef, Australia. Quaternary Science Reviews, 1-22. Early publicaton: 9 

April. Doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quascirev.2024.108624.  

 

WRIGHT, D., MITCHELL, R., & REPU, C. (2022). Navigating through the Reefs An Engaged Ethno-

Archaeology Study of Torres Strait Islander Gidhal. In C. Smith, K. Pollard, A. K. Kanungo, S. K. 

May, S. L. López Varela & J. Watkins (Eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Global Indigenous 

Archaeologies (pp. 1-27). Oxford: Oxford University Press. Doi: 

https://doi.org/10.1093/oxfordhb/9780197607695.013.6.  
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YOUNG, C. D., TAUMOEPEAU, M. M., HOHMANN-MARRIOTT, B. E., GIRLING, J. E., & BIRD, R. J. 

(2024). Sexual and Reproductive Health Knowledges: A Study with Pacific Young People Enrolled 

in an Aotearoa New Zealand Tertiary Institution. Culture, Health and Sexuality, 26(2), 265-283. 

 

AUSTRALIA / JOURNAL ARTICLES & BOOK SECTIONS 
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