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Unity and communication

winning election issues

Steve Olive, an intern in the Environ-
ment and Policy Institute, is the newly
elected president of the 1989 East-West
Center Participants Association.

Olive, a native of Tennessee, is the
first non-student elected president of
the 15-member board. Participants in-
clude students, interns, fellows and
professional associates.

The participants association serves an
advocacy role and carries out a variety
of educational and social activities.
These include publications, seminars,
Centergames and the International Fair.

Olive said that interns do not usually
run for elective office because they are
at the Center on a short-term basis.
Olive has an 18-month contract with
EAPI, but said he decided to run be-

cause of the encouragement he received -

from other participants and because of
a strong desire to serve the Center.

“I feel very fortunate to be here,” he
said. “A lot of things had to fall in
place in order for me to come to
Hawaii, and I wanted to be able to give
something back!”

Olive ran on what he termed a
“unity” platform, saying that participant

concerns had to be addressed collective-
ly rather than by individuals. He also
promised to improve communication
between participants and the adminis-

- tration.

Others elected to the EWCPA board
were Beng So0 Yeap of Malaysia (vice-
president), Jayanthi Thasarathapany of
Malaysia (secretary), Michael Carl of the
United States (treasurer), Changzoo
Song of Korea (East Asia representa-
tive), Kora Korawali of Papua New
Guinea (Oceania representative), Dilip
Das of India (South Asia representa-
tive), Wiladlak Chuawanlee (Southeast
Asia representative), and Dina Pinos
(United States representative), Lew
Meteliz (Environment and Policy Insti-
tute representative), Saba Khattak of
Pakistan (Resource Systems Institute
representative), John Howe of New
Zealand (Institute of Culture and Com-
munication representative), Joan Butler
of the United States (Population Insti-
tute representative), Patrick Tellei of
Palau (Open Grants representative) and
Akemi Zdanovich of the United States
(spouses representative).

i
: i

Farial Sabrina of Bangladesh, a biochemistry degree student in Open Grants, tallies up the

votes in the EWCPA election.

Debbie Matsu

GRADY TIMMORNS

‘Best and brightest’ honored at Center’'s Makana awards
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Exemplary staff members who have
made significant professional contribu-
tions to the Center and served as a
source of inspiration to their fellow
workers were honored in QOctober at the
annual Makana Awards. e

| In a half-hour ceremony at Imin
Center-Jefferson Hall, Center President
Victor Hao Li announced and congratu-

lated the winners, who were showered

with leis by friends and fellow workers.
Receiving awards for outstanding

leadership in participant initiated activi-

ties and/or outstanding contributions to

‘recognized participant organizations

were Teresita Herrera and Manumaua
(Fata) Simanu-Klutz,
Herrera, a degree student in the Insti-

‘tute of Culture and Communication,

was largely responsible for the birth of
Horizons, the journal of Asia-Pacific is-

Teresita Herrera, Center President Victor Hao Li, Vasanthi Ranganathan and Gertrude Chun.

sues written by Center participants. She

was also chairperson of the EWC Philip-

pines Participants Association, publicity
coordinator for the International Fair, secre-

tary for the participant computer co-op and
a member of the the East West Center Par-

ticipants Association (EWCPA) social com-

Simanu-Klutz, a degree student in Open
- Grants, was recognized for being an effec-

tive leader in numerous activities spon-
sored by the EWCPA, the Pan-Pacific
Participants Association, the Pan-Pacific

Association and the Samoan Participants

Association. She was active in the Interna-
tional Fair, the EWCPA social committee,
Centergames and coordinated a tutorial
program at the Kamehameha [V housing
project.

The award for distinguished contribu-
tions to the community at large went to

Vasanthi Ranganathan, a degree student
in Open Grants, for her promotion of
the culture, tradition and values of In-

dia. She was an active speaker at public

schools, assisted in cultural shows at
the Ala Moana Center, and was a

presenter at numerous area focus and

 core seminar discussions. :

Gertrude Chun, a degree participant
in Open Grants, won the award for dis-
tinguished service for outstanding con-

tributions to the Center and its mission. -

Chun was chairperson for the 1988 In-
ternational Fair, a student facilitator for
the Consortium for Teaching Asia and

the Pacific in the Schools, a member of

the University of Hawaii Task Force for
Samoan and Pacific island students, a
volunteer speaker at rotary clubs and
the Professional Businesswoman's As-
sociation, and chair of the Cultural and
Non-Formal Education Committee.
This year’s honor award, which is
given to non-staff persons who have

‘made a significant contribution to

fostering better relations among people
of different cultures, went to Alice
Mathias, who dispenses lunch with a
smile and'encouraging word everyday
at John A. Burns Hall.

Receiving outstanding achievement
awards were the following individuals;
Dorothy Izumi, secretary, Resource Sys-
tems Institute; Debbie Matsumoto,

- secretary, Public Affairs; Lillian Shi-

moda, secretary, Resource Systems In-
stitute; and Norma Uejo, secretary,
Population Institute. o
Receiving special achievement awards
were: Forrest Hooper, secretary, Pacific
Islands Development Program; Helen

- Kumagai, account clerk, disbursing sec-

tion of Finance and Administration;
Anne Li, editor, Population Institute;
Jennie Miyasaki, secretary to the direc-
tor of the Resource Systems Institute;
and Nathan Nakata, offset press super-
visor in the print shop. :

Length-of-service awards went to
Sumiye Konoshima, Fannie Lee Kai,
Rose Nakamura and Fusae Uyemura,
who have been at the Center for 25
years; Wally Fujikawa, Walter Quensell
and Greg Trifonovitch, who have 20
years of service; and ten-year veterans
Joyce Gruhn, Linda Hamada, Meheroo
Jussawalla, Karen Lam, June Sato, Lil-
lian Shimoda, Toufig Siddigi, Kirk
Smith, Mark Valencia and Geoffrey
White. :
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by Grady Timmons

t-was in August of 1942 at Guadal-
canal and Nggela that the Allied
M forces turned the tide in the Pacific
war against Japan. Although scores of
books have been written about those
battles and what happened in their af-
termath, the voices of the Solomon Is-
lands people have been largely left out
_ of those accounts,
A new book, The Big Death: Solomon
Islanders Remember World War II, takes a
- big step toward rectifying that over-
sight. Compiled by a team of research-
ers headed by the East-West Center’s
Geoffrey White, the book examines,
through oral histories, the roles that
Solomon Islanders played in the war
_and the effects of the war on their his-
tory and culture. -
. The book succeeds on several levels.
On one level, it is first-rate storytelling
that stands as testimony to a rich oral
tradition in the Solomon Islands.
Among the narrators are William Ben-
nett, a Solomon Islander of European
- and local parentage who was second-in-
command for a small scouting and
guerilla force that accounted for many
- Japanese killed and captured without
incurring any casualties; James Sao and
Henry Vasula who, under cover of
night, helped rescue a pair of American
dive-bombers (one of whom was badly
.wounded), passing them via canoes
from village to village down a 100-mile
stretch of coast; and George Maelalo
who, after volunteering for what was
surely a suicide mission, walked all
night through the jungle, and in the
‘early light of morning blew up a heavi-
ly guarded Japanese radar position.
- Maelalo not only escaped unharmed,
_he returned with an enemy magazine

clip, which he garnered by releasing the

_ pin from the rifle of a sleeping Japanese
~ soldier,

Because the book is told from the
perspective of the Solomon Islanders, it
recounts the important roles they
played in combat, intelligence gather-
ing, coast watching and rescue opera-
tions. Indeed, one comes away
appreciating not only their heroism and
leadership but also their incredible
savvy.

William Bennett, for example, re-
counts a story about a band of six
Japanese soldiers which had thrice -
eluded the Americans. Bennett got per-
mission to have a go at the Japanese
with the promise from an: American
general that if he were successful he
would receive a case of cigarettes.

Bennett took his twelve men and,
walking through the night, arrived at

‘his destination early the next morning.

“] sniffed the air and I could smell
them because their body odor was very
distinct in the jungle...” he recalls. “T
went on ahead to a valley. I walked
slowly and quietly and directly ahead
of me were the six soldiers. They were
packing their belongings and were :
about to leave. So I signaled my boys
and they came... We shot them all. We
buried them properly, took their guns,
their radios, and documents. And then
we returned to our camp....Then right
away the box of cigarettes arrived.”

The Big Death seldom fails to be in-
teresting, but it is more than a collec-
tion of marvelous war stories. The war
changed the Solomon Islands and its
people. George Maelalo admits that
when he first joined the Solomon Is-
lands Defence Force as a youth of 18 he
did not even know what a soldier was.
After the war, Maelalo had a difficult

time adjusting to village life and left the

Solomon Islands for 18 years, traveling

_ the world as a seaman,

But the war also had its positive
aspects. At its start, Solomon Islanders
were under the colonial rule of the Brit-
ish, who, according to some Islanders,

exploited them and treated them as in-
teriors. There were poor pay, poor
working conditions, a host of legal in-
justices and a general refusal by the
“bosses” to eat or socialize with the
Solomon Islanders. )
When American black soldiers arrived
during the war, the islanders were
taken back. As one of the narrators,
Jonathan Fifi‘i, says, “We saw black
soldiers and they all wore white shirts,
and they wore trousers. And their job
was to work just like the white soldiers.
We drank out of the same glasses. They
gave us bread and we could just eat
with them. Things like this, we saw
them and we said, ‘These white people
here do things with black people!....

These people here are really nice to us.

We can all sit on one bed, and we all

£

eat together.

With the encouragement of the
Americans, the Solomon Islanders
eventually fought against domination by

. the British in the years after the war.

As Fifi‘i says, the Americans “told us,
‘If you do it, they will lock you up in
jail, they will tie you up, they will
shoot you. But you can’t be afraid....You
must stand up and look them in the
eye, be strong and big, and break the
ties holding you to the whites. That's
what we are telling you! And we were
not afraid. And we did it”

The authors admit that some readers
will disagree with certain historical in-
terpretations. They also admit that the
distortions of oral historical accounts are
well known. At the same time, they
note, “their historical value should not
be underestimated. They provide a
needed corrective to the Euro-centric
orientation of written accounts.” They

~ also give a better understanding of con-
temporary attitudes in the Pacific island
region. _

In keeping with that spirit, The Big
Death is told twice—first in Solomon
Pijin and then in English. The authors
say that even though Solomon Pijin is
the lingua franca of the Solomon ls-
lands, there is still very little pijin litera-

_ture, “It is hoped,” they write, “that
publishing a set of war texts will con-
tribute to the growth of such a litera-
ture and to efforts at standardizing a
Pijin orthography.”

The Big Death is available through the
East-West Center Distribution Office, 1777
East-West Road, Honolulu, HI 96848. Cost:
$8.00 (includes surface postage). Make
checks payable to the East-West Center.

~ *In Solomon pijin, the title The Big
Death: Solomon Islanders Remember
World War II reads Bikfala Faet: Olketa
Solomon Aelanda Rimembarem Wol Wo
T :
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At left, the Maria Benitez Spanish Dance Company kicked off a four month national tour

- with two Honolulu performances. At right, the nationally acclaimed Amherst Saxophone
Quartet, which delighted Honolulu audiences with classical, jazz and contemporary pieces.
The free performances were sponsored by the Center’s Performing Arts Series. :
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On behalf of the participants of Taiwan, Paul Tso (right) of the Coordination Council for .
North American Affairs presents Center President Victor Hao Li with a check for $100,000.
Since 1976, the Council has given more than $600,000 to support Center programs.

" JEFF HELBERG

ContractsGrantsGifts |

Contracts and grants received by the East-West Center from August through Oc-
tober were;

® 54,188,934 from the Agency for International Development for the Demographic

Data Initiatives project. Principal investigator: Lee-Jay Cho, Population Institute.

© $200,000 from thfi Agency for International Development for the ASEAN-U.S. In-
itiative project. Principal investigator: Seiji Naya, Resource Systems Institute.

® $5,579 from Resources Management International for the Citanduy Geographic
Information System: Phase II. Principal investigator: Jefferson Fox, Environment

and Policy Institute, : :
Donations from national governments included:

© $100,000 from the Coordination Council for North American Affairs

Gifts to the East-West Center Foundation included:

® $25,000 from Castle & Cooke, Inc. for the Consortium for Teaching Asia and the

 Pacific in the Schools project (CTAPS)

 $5,000 from First Hawaiian Bank for the Governor’s Congress on Hawaii's Inter-

~ national Role

® $5,000 from GTE Hawaiian Tel for the Governor’s Congress on Hawaii's Interna-
tional Role

* $5,000 from Hawaiian Electric Company for the Governor’s Congress on Hawaii's
International Role

* $1,000 from Hilton Hawaiian Village for the Governor's Congress on Hawaii’s In-
ternational Role

® $5,000 from Oceanic Properties Inc. for the Governor's Congress on Hawaii’s In- :
ternational Role

 $1,000 from Theo H. Davies & Co., Ltd. for the Governor’s Congress on Hawaii's
International Role .

EWCalendar

Calendar listings .reﬂéct events scheduled as of mid-November and represent only a portion
of programmed Center activities. Since events are subject to change, please consult the East-
West Center sponsor for details. :

August 15-May 15. Chinese Journalist Trainee Seminar. EWC. An overview of Ameri-
can media and society and news issues in the EWC region. Sponsored by ICC and the
University of Hawaii Journalism Program. EWC coordinator: Paul Clark.

October 24-December 2. Vietnam: Cinema and the Arts. Burns Exhibition Hall, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays. Exhibition of hand-painted posters of current Vietnamese films;

lacquer-medium vases, boxes and paintings; folktale prints and multi-media paintings.

Presented in conjunction with Vietnam films at the 1988 Hawaii International Film Fes- .
tival. Sponsored by ICC. EWC coordinator: Benji Bennington.

November 12. Chinese in Hawaii: Tracing Family Histories. Burns Hall Audito-
rium. 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Waverly B. Lowell, director of the National Archives-Pacific
Sierra Region, and other speakers will give a presentation on the resources available for
tracing family histories of Chinese immigrants to Hawaii. The program will include slides,
handouts and anecdotes of the discoveries of family sleuths. Sponsored by East-West
Center, the National Archives-Pacific Sierra Region, Bishop Museum, the Hawaii
State Archives and the Governor’s Commission Commemorating the Chinese Bi-
centennial. EWC coordinator: Elisa W. Johnston.

November 19-21. The Soviet Union in the Asia-Pacific Region. Honolulu. Par-
ticipants in a planning meeting for the next phase of the project will present papers on the
topic ''The Soviet Union and Southeast Asia"’ in an East-West Center organized panel at
the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies. Sponsored by RSI.
EWC coordinators: Charles Morrison and Pushpa Thambipillai.

November 21-January 31. A Moment in Time. Fourth floor of John A. Burns Hall.
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays. A set of National Palace Museum replicas of ceramics from

the Sung, Yuan, Ming and Ch'ing Dynasties. Also color photographs of the East-West

Center’s Japanese Garden by Forrest Hooper. Sponsored by ICC. EWC coordinator:
Benji Bennington, :

November 27-December 3. Eighth Hawaii International Film Festival. Hawaii. Sig-
nificant feature films and documentaries from Asia, the Pacific and the United States te-
lated to the theme '‘When Strangers Meet'’ are screened and discussed. Sponsored by
EWC, government organizations, businesses and individuals. EWC coordinator:
Jeannette Paulson. '

November 27-December 3. Rural Transformation. Chiang Mai, Thailand. Joint semi-

nar of the Asian Productivity Organization (APO) and the Resource Systems Institute to

review the primary characteristics and consequences of Asia’s rural transformation, assess
the implications of transformation processes for work employment opportunities in rural
areas, and evaluate education strategies that can improve the abilities of rural households to
participate in the process of national development. Sponsored by RSI and APO. EWC
coordinators: Michael Manson and Bruce Koppel.

November 28-December 2. Symposium on Family and Cinema: East and West.
Hawaii. Film experts from Asia, the Pacific and the United States discuss the topic *'Fami-
lies and Cinema: East and West'’ from Eastern and Western perspectives. Sponsored by
ICC. EWC coordinator: Wimal Dissanayake.

December 7, 8 and 9. Baroque Ensemble Strings. 8 p.m. Keoni Auditorium, Imin
Center-Jefferson Hall. Concert by harpsichordist Eiji Hashimoto, joined by a 14-piece
string ensemble from the University of Cincinnati’s College—Conservatory of Music. Featur-
ing classical and baroque composers (Handel, Haydn, Geminiani and C. P. E. Bach) as
well as Japanese (Arima and Taki). For ticket price and information, call 955-8821. Spon-
sored by EWC Performing Arts Series and Hawaii Public Radio. EWC coordinator:
William Feltz. - - - . o

December 7-January 20. Blanket Series: Alonzo Davis. Burns Exhibition Hall. 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays. Woven and painted strips of canvas and paper reflect the ar-
tist’s fascination with handwoven textiles, quilts, carpets, scrolls and buffalo hides and the
native-American concept of the blanket as '‘spirit catchet.” Davis is the East-West Center’s
artist-in-residence through January 1989, Sponsored by ICC. EWC coordinator: Benji
Bennington.

December 12-16. Botanical Pest Control. Los Banos, Philippines. The conference will
review results of multi-disciplinary studies conducted by institutions in Bangladesh, China,
India and the Philippines and define possible follow-up. Sponsored by RSI, Asian De-
velopment Bank and International Rice Research Institute. EWC coordinator:
Saleem Ahmed.

January 2-13. Asian Family Surveys. EWC. Participants from Thailand, Korea and the
U.S. will finalize questionnaires based on focus group sessions and informal interviews con-
ducted in Thailand and Korea in October-November 1988. Sponsored by PI. EWC coor-
dinator: Linda G. Martin. -

January 9-13. Improving Urban Management Policies. EWC. The workshop will
review the state of the art of urban management policies and programs in developing coun-
tries; provide a forum for discussion of the related research activities of international or-
ganizations and research institutions; and identify policy-relevant research needs and
priorities and related methodological issues. Sponsored by PI and the United Nations
University. EWC coordinator;: G. Shabbir Cheema. :

January 15-20. Offshore Hydrocarbon Regulation and Management and Prospects
for Joint Development in Southeast and East Asia. Bali, Indonesia. Fourth in a ser-
ies of workshops which will examine the geologic, economic and legal aspects of offshore
hydrocarbon regulation and management and prospects for joint development in Southeast
and East Asia. Sponsored by RSI. EWC coordinator: Mark J. Valencia.

January 18-20. Pacific Basin News Developments Seminar. EWC. Asian newspaper
editors and East-West Center resource persons brief American editors on major developments
in the Asia-Pacific region. Sponsored by ICC. EWC coordinator: Richard Leonard.

January 23-27. International Conference on China’s Urbanization. EWC. A report on

 vesearch findings and discussion of their policy implications. Reports also on urban growth

and development in other Asian countries, especially on those aspects that may be relevant
to China. Sponsored by PI. EWC coordinator: G. Shabbir Cheema.

January 25-March 24. China: Land of Change. Burns Exhibition Hall. 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. weekdays. Storyboards illustrate the findings of a Center research project concerned
with cultural and social changes taking place in the People’s Republic of China. The
storyboards and the accompanying brochure will note changes in family life, education, en-
trepreneurship, communication and other fopics. Sponsored by 1CC. EWC coordinator:
Benji Bennington. - ; '

EAPI—Environment and Policy Institute; ICC—Institute of Culture and Communication; PIDP—Pacific Islands Develop-
ment Program; PI—Population Institute; RS1—Resource Systems Institute; SAOG—Student Affairs and Open Grants.



