








66

provided that “he -(the Chinese) will, whenever he shall cease

mo tollow his vocation as agricultural laborer in the Field ov,

in sugar or rice mills, or as domestic servant, leave this

kingdom; and that for every breach of such condition he shall,

upon conviction by any police or district justice, be liable

to a fine of.one hundred dollars." In 1898 annexation brought

the islands under the jurisdiction of the United States and the

exclusion laws there, thereby terminating the admission of

contract labor in any capacity. Of the bills passed by the

United States Congress, the most infamous was the Chinese

Exclusion Act of 1882 suspending the immigration of Chinese

labor for ten years--in 1892 the suspension was extended for

another ten years. In 1902 Chinese laborers, skilled as well

as unskilled, were excluded for the indefinite future. The

permanent residence for all other classes of Chinese. However, by
=

this time, the number of Chinese in America had fallen radicallyAid

In 1920 the percentage of Chinese in Hawaii had fallen from thep : a

= a > 4 “4 ms, fen de sy, O *) TRAY Me ao Ae ie m= oY eepeak of 22.6 percent to 9.2 percent of the population.As

Source

manuscript,



VOICE OF THE CHINESE COLONY

DECLARES ITSELF IN A BIG MASS MEETING

In no city of a State or Territory o of the American Union

could the Chinese have made such a demonstrati as was held at

STR

the theater of the colony last night. Here the Pakes have been

first tolerated, then encouraged mtil an attitude

plainly defiant and close bordering on the dominant and

dictatorial. From the weak and lowly field hand of the time of

1851 and the wage scale of $3 a month they ha

and alarming evolution, reached the station

element in the policy of the nation.

counterpart elsewhere on the globe.

The Chinese theater he:

than the colony of some 40,00

San Fran boast. Last night the playhou as jammed.

more. Every

business

audieChat a wy

seats on th sta . number of natives

present. A squad po1i 3 in attendanc

Ing Chan, of the Tong on Jan Company, was presented as

a salaam and launched out into an impassioned tale of the wrongs

of his race. When he asked: "Shall we put up with it?" a storm
X
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of noes came from all over the house. After suggesting that

they. communicate to the councils, he said: “Ef they will not

Pisten co Us, {eC us instruct our representative to communicate

with the Chinese minister at Washington and ask him to write the

home Government about our troubles." Chan said that up to ten

years ago the Chinese on the islands had been treated as men

and as the equals of all. They are law-abiding, but their

treatment is getting worse all the time. They do not meddle with

the politics. Théy are now over 20,000 strong, and in varied

occupations do good for the country; and like one big family,

must unite their forces. The white people are dissatisfied and

want to impose laws that other countries would not think of

passing.

The next speaker was Wong Wah Toy of the Wing Wo Tai

Company, who said they were assembled to see if all were of

one mind respecting the Situation. Through their energy and

industry they have made land more valuable. They have been

oppressed long enough. The government wants to tie their hand.

"These foreigners do not remember their own scripture, which says

'Do unto others as you would they should do unto you.’ They ¢laim

to be an enlightened people, but I say they are not if they act ,

in this way. Unity is what we want and must have--unity in mind

and action. If we unite we will gain our point. [cheers]. We

must unite, but in a peaceful way. There must be no talk yet of

a man of war settling our troubles for us. That may come later.”

UT have been in the country for flfteen years,” said Ching

fang fim, a clerk for the Hawaiian Hardware Company, who says

he hopes to become a merchant. "We are not a better nor a worse

Class than any other. Lf this bili passes no man Cando any

business except the one allowed him by law. The Chinese pay

most of the taxes, and were it not for us the white merchants

Of Honolulu would be ruined... 2 cannot be a rich mam if this

law passes, and we are treated worse than dogs. We do not steal.

Why do they want to make such laws against 12> All we must do

is to stick together and we will come out all right."
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have been extremely patient. They have borne oppression which

would from almost any other race have provoked revolution. The

Government seems to have formed the opinion that no injustice

heaped upon the Chinese will be opposed or resented. That is a

mistake. Even a worm will turn when trodden upon, and so it

may be with the despised Chinese should the oppression be carried

too far. Are we not all members of one great family? Is there

any reason why one of God's creatures should be trampled upon by

his brothers?

By what right do our white-skinned brothers lord it over us

and to say that we shall do business and trade and live and

breathe only by their consent? Is it only because our skins are

brown and theirs are white? The Government is glad enough to :

collect. taxes from the Chinese, but when. it comes to finding a

class upon whom the spite of all cranks shall be expended, they

at-.once light upon Ehe patient and long-suffering Chinaman. ‘Lhe

. . . Hawaiian constitution declares that the Government is

established for the equal benefit of all men and all classes,

but Li the Chinese: License act shall’pass tt will show that the

Government intends to deny to us: the equal benefit of the laws: .”-

. . - This committee of thirteen was selected to place the

resolutions given below: C. Winam, Wong Wah Foy, Yun Quom,

Chu Gem, Chang Kim, Ho on, Lau Chock; Chang Chick, N. Monwax,

No Chan, Chu. Wing, i. Kat Poo, Lau Chang. The resolutions read:

"Whereas there is now pending before the legislative body

of the Provisional Government an act obliging Chinese residents

Of these islands to obtain a special License, not called for in

the case of any other nationality, as a prerequisite to conducting

business in this country: and

"Whereas such legislation is directed against the Chinese

as a Glass, in Violation of constrtutional provisions and of

the principles of equity and justice supposed to inhere in all

Civilized governments: and would, uf enacted into..law, prove an

irritating oppression to a numerous and law-abiding class of

residents who pay a large proportion of the taxes collected by
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the Government, and who are entitled to the protection of the

laws, on terms of equality with other residents of these islands;

now, therefore, be it

"Resolved, That we, the Chinese residents of Honolulu, in

of February, 1894, do solemnly protest against the injustice,

degradation, and insult threatened to be imposed upon us and our

race by the legislation so, as aforesaid, pending and proposed

to be enacted into law;

"Resolved, That we respectfully assert our right, under the

principles of enlightened justice and the provisions of the

Hawaiian constitution, to dwell in Hawaii and be accorded

protection of the law upon terms of equality with those of othe

nationalities here sojourning.

"Resolved, That the Chinese in Hawaii have been guilty of no

act or course of action which should in justice subject them to

the humiliation of being singled out as objects of legislative

caprice, oppression, or hatred, such as the act herein protested

against will, if passed into law, embody and express.

“Resolved, That while we ask for nothing more than equality

with other residents of equally good behavior, we shall be

Satisfied with and shall support and respect nothing that accords

to our race a lesser degree of consideration and justice than

residents of other nationalities enjoy.

"Resolved, That the chairman of this meeting do appoint a

committee of 13 Chinese residents of this city to present these
—

resolutions to his Excellency the Minister of Foreign Affairs at

their earliest opportunity, and to urge upon his excellency the

sentiments herein expressed.

Source:

From the United States Fifty-third Congress, second session
Report of the Committee on Foreign Relations. Volume 2, 1894.
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THE JAPANESE IN HAWAII

by

Paul Jacobs and Saul Landau

- « « In addition to conditions similar to medieval prison

life, on some plantations the men were docked a quarter of a day's

at work, they had to pay for them; if they were sick--due to their

"own imprudence"--they were fined; and if they left. the plantation

without permission on any working day, they were fined two days'

pay for each day of absence.

Contract laborers in Hawaii were bound by the Masters and

Servants Act of 1850, which exacted severe penalties, including

jail sentences for workers who broke their contract or tried to

leave the plantation before their contractual time had expired.

The Act helped create a form of slavery. Furthermore, contracts

for the indentured workers were bought and sold, and workers who

disobeyed overseers or owners were flogged or jailed. . oo

nglo-Saxon sense of superiority manifested itself

in innumera ys. White workers received three to four times

the wages of Orient with exactly the same skills; Oriental

workers 3! r rise above a certain level of minor adminis-

trative work. Sch for Oriental children were not provided on

many plantations and residential segregation was strictly observed.

At the social level, little contact was possible in the early

1900s between whites and Orientals. There was no incentive for

whites to intermarry with Oriental Hawaiians, the reason being that

the Orientals had no land.

The white view of the Oriental as an inferior created a

colonial society ii which any white person, no matter how low in

status, was higher in the social order than any Oriental, no matter

how high he was in the Oriental community. The Japanese who lived

in the cities, for example, related to whites only as domestic

servants. Even educated Japanese professionals were cut off from
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any real contact with the white world that dominated life in

the pslands. 9...

Any attempt by a Japanese to gain citizenship through

naturalization was obstructed. Japanese strike leaders were black-

listed. Japanese religious temples and shrines were described as

threats to Christianity. The Japanese press was attacked, and a

law was passed prohibiting publication of any material that might

stir up distrust between different races or between aliens and

Gltizens. The segrcgated Social, political, and cultural tite oF

the Japanese was now claimed as evidence that they were unassi-

milable and therefore incapable of ever becoming Americans. Since

whites refused to give the Japanese any opportunity to participate

in society, the Orientals were forced to turn inward and develop

therm, Own special sense of tdentity. . 107.

Three responses to anti-Orientalism developed among the

ESSE1 OF, E1rst generation,of inmiigrants.. 2...

One group of Issei lived as displaced persons and urged the

Japanese to ignore whites as much as possible. In their minds

the Japanese were guests in the country of the whites, and one

never behaved rudely toward one's host, no matter how badly treated.

- - . The second Issel group was convinced that the anti-

Japanese attitude of the haoles was created by the behavior of the

Japanese who participated in strikes or tried to prevent the

closing of the language schools. Led by Takie Okumura, a Christian

missionary, this faction was called the New Americans. It opposed

Buddhism and urged the Japanese youth to remain on the planta-

ELONS ¢). es

- « . Okumura visited many plantations, explaining to the

"And," said Okumura to the laborers, "above everything else remem-

ber that ,.YOU ARE GUESTS OF THIS LAND’ and be very careful’ in

everything that you do.”

The third group Of Issel reyected Okumura’ s concept. lied

by Fred Makino,, editor of the Hawaii’ Hochi, these Isse1 were, con—

vinced that the Japanese would achieve equality only by fighting

for their rights; they were unwilling to remian invisible At the
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same time they were unwilling to give up those elements of Japanese

culture which they believed were important. :e e e

Source:

From Jacobs, Paul and Saul Landau. To Serve the Devil.

211-214.



by

Andrew W. Lind

When, following annexation, the tide of Japanese immigration

swept over 110,000 into Hawaii within a single decade and increased

their ratio of the total population to over 40 per cent, public

apprehension and resentment reached their highest pitch. This

was occasioned in considerable part by the increasing movement

of Japanese from plantation labor into the skilled and semi-

skilled occupations in the cities and towns. Even the conservative

reports by the United States Department of Labor in 1905 reveal

an unusual depth of hostility toward the Japanese who by this

time had secured a strong foothold in such fields as carpentry,

plumbing, tailoring, barbering, retail trade, fishing, and

independent farming.

"Embarrassing as it has become in many ways for the planters,

the Orientalization of the Islands is reacting still more

disastrously on the white and native wage-earners, merchants,

and even farmers, than it is on the planters. .. . The first

effect of the incoming of the Asiatics was the taking over of

unskilled labor of every sort, but the competition has now

extended until it has become active in nearly every line of trade

and in nearly all the skilled occupations. Most of the competition

in the skilled trades comes from the Japanese, and it is insisted

everywhere throughout the Islands that this competition is

growing rapidly. . ... [t,is not easy,.to give an adequate idea

of the resentment and the bitterness felt by the white mechanic

and the white merchant who see themselves being steadily forced

to the wall and even driven out of the Territory, by Asiatic

competition."

Except for the breadth and intensity of the feelings

involved, the "Japanese Menace” was not notably different from
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the "Chinese Menace” prevalent twenty years earlier at the height

of the immigration from China. The Japanese were represented as

Gonspiring to take possession, not only of the land and its

resources, but also of its culture and institutions--of making

Hawali,a colony Of Japan. «= . .

The language-school issue was prominently aired in the

Islands at approximately the same time and did much to accentuate

the anti-Japanese sentiment, particularly in the vocal portions

of the community. World War I had made Hawaii highly conscious

of elements which appeared to be un-American, and the language

schools were among the first to fall under critical scrutiny.

The Japanese, with their 163 schools and 20,000 students scattered

over the Islands in 1920, were the special objects of censure, and

the series of language-school bills passed in the sessions of the

Territorial Legislature from 1920 to 1925 were aimed to regulate

and eventually to eliminate especially the Japanese language-

schools. The resistance of a vocal portion of the Japanese

community to this legislation and the seven years of bitter

public controversy over this issue, culminating in a United States

Supreme Court decision declaring the language-school bills

unconstitutional, seriously widened the breach between the Japanese

and the dominant Haole communities in particular.

Sources:



THE ODYSSEY OF THE HAWAII INTERNEES

by

Charles Khim

6:00 P.M. December 7, 1941

Shoichi Asami had a tense dinner with his wife. The Japanese

had bombed Pearl Harbor that day and martial law had already been

declared. As editor of Honolulu's Nippu Jiji, a pro-Japanese

newspaper that was printed in the Japanese language, he had heard

rumors that the new military government was already arresting

Japanese citizens. He was afraid that because of his paper's

pro-Japanese stand, he would be arrested. His wife told him not

to be silly.

"This is America," she said. "The Americans believe in

freedom of the press, the constitution guarantees it. So why

would they want to put you in jail?"

"T'm a Japanese citizen," he replied, "and Japan has just

bombed America's largest naval base in the Pacific. Also, remem-

ber when those Japanese naval training ships used to come into

Hawaii? Well, I entertained the officers, I always do. Because

or that, they may. think I°m ai spy.”

"But entertaining those officers is just part of your job,

a social obligation you have to fulfill.”

"I know that; you know that, but the government doesn't know

that."

With that comment the conversation ended. After dinner,

12:00 P.M. December 7, 1941

‘There was a persistent knocking at the front door. Asami,

clad in a yukata (a cotton kimono), sleepily arose to answer the

door. When he opened the door, he saw several men in suits.

They identified themselves as FBI agents. They told him that they

wanted to ask him some questions, so would he please dress and go



with them. They took him to the immigration station. When he

arrived at the station, he was told he would have to spend the

night there and was put into a detention cell.

In the cell, he recognized several other prominent members

of the Japanese community in Hawaii. Asami had walked in in the

middle of a tense cOnversation. They were talking about the

bombing and the precarious position it had put them in. They did

not know what was going on or what was going to happen to them. They

had all been similarly gathered. Asami told them that when he

saw that they were taking him to the immigration station, he knew

that he would be imprisoned. He knew he would be there longer

than to just answer a few questions. He thought they might all

be shot. Someone else said that if they were gOing to be shot,

there was nothing they could do about it.

in the Dillingham Building on Bishop Street. The FBI agents began

questioning the prisoners alphabetically. Asami was first. They

took him into a room and told him to sit down. The agents began to

ask him all sorts of questions pertaining to Japan and his dealings

with that country. They asked,

What are your feelings towards Japan and the Mikado?

Do you feel more loyal to Japan or to America? Why did

your newspaper support Japan's foreign policy in China?

What is your connection with the Japanese Navy? Why

did you always entertain the officers of the training

ships that used to dock here? Did you meet with the

officers of the ships in any other situation other than

a social one? Did they ever approach you to do any

reconnaissance for them?

The questions were endless. Asami tried to answer all of

them in the least incriminating, most pro-American way he could.

After a while,the agents stopped asking questions and one of them

left the room. He returned with a Nisei (second generation

Japanese) male who was working with the FBI. The Nisei sat down

and took out a Japanese flag in such a conspicuous manner that

Asami was sure to notice it. He folded the flag neatly and began

to shine his shoes with it. The FBI agents were watching Asami
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closely, trying to notice any expression of emotion. After the

Niset finished. shining his shoes, he dropped the Flag on the

floor, stepped on it and left the’ room with, the FBE agents st1li

watching Asami intently.

After the Nisei left the room, they resumed the interrogation.

Eventually, the agents ran out of questions to ask Asami. Asami

was taken out of the room. He was returned to the others and told

the room.

It was afternoon when the last person had been questioned.

The internees were taken back to the immigration station and put

in the same cells that they had spent the night before in. They

still did not know what was going on.

Shoichi Asami's story illustrates the plight of Hawaii's

693 Japanese men who were interned by the American government

after the bombing of Pearl Harbor. ...

The FBI started arresting people at approximately 5:30 P.M.

December 7, 1941. They arrested Japanese businessmen, educators;

everyone who was influential in the Japanese community was arrested.

Genpachi Tsushima, a journalist for the Hawaii Hochi, feels that

the FBI was out to break the backbone of the Japanese community

in Hawaii.

Even in time of war, the United States shouldn't have

used such a strict policy. They said we were interned

for security reasons. That means that they suspected

Japanese people of being subversive. They called us enemy

aliens. They thought that if the Japanese army landed in

Hawaii, the Japanese people would aid them. Therefore,

they interned the Japanese leaders and the more important

people within the Japanese community. I did feel that

I was unjustifiably imprisoned.

The military government needed no justification to incar-

cerate people. Martial law was declared and the civil liberties

of the people, Japanese citizens and American citizens of Japanese

ancestry alike, were suspended. This is the important difference

between the Japanese interned in Hawaii and those interned on the

mainland. On the mainland, President Roosevelt had to issue an

executive Order Specifically Stating that, “for their own satery, |

the Japanese on the west coast would be "relocated" to safer areas.



This was not declared until early in 1942. But in Hawaii, the

blanket powers delegated to the military government allowed them

to intern whomever they pleased, whenever they pleased. So the

process of interning the Japanese for security reasons began right —

after the bombing of Pearl Harbor and did not end until a year

later. Nobody who was’ willing to talk to me understood the exact

rationale behind the internment process. .. .

The enemy aliens on Oahu were taken to three places: the

immigration station, Sand Island, and the now defunct Camp Honou-

liuli. Their property was seized by the Alien Properties Custodian.

The immigration station was the headquarters for the whole

Operation. When people were initially interned, they were taken

to the immigration station. The existing cells in the station

could not hold all of the prisoners so they turned unused halls

into makeshift cells. It resembled a barrack with the beds lined

up in rows. There was a makeshift dining hall where the prisoners
were fed in shifts.

In addition to serving as a temporary detention area, the

immigration station also served as the main contact point between

the internees and the outside world. If the families of the

internees wanted to give them clothing, they had to take it to

the immigration station, no matter where a particular prisoner was

at the time. If the families wanted information about the inter-

nees, they would have to contact the immigration station. But

them clothes were in vain. Generally, clothes and messages did

not get through.

Once the initial processing of the prisoners was done, they

were sent to either Sand Island or Camp Honouliuli. On Sand Island,

a temporary prison compound consisting mainly of tents with barbed

wire around them was erected. The men lived in tents with eight

people in each tent. There were showers and latrines but no

laundry facilities. Laundry facilities were really not necessary

as most of the prisoners had only the clothes they were arrested

in. These clothes were washed by hand, the prisoners wearing only

their underwear while their clothes dried. After their clothes
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had dried, they put them on and then washed their underwear.

They were given other clothes, POW uniforms, only when they were

about to leave for the mainland three months later:

conditions were much the same. The showers, latrines and laundry

arrangements were the same. They lived in cottages with eight to

ten people in each cottage. The only difference was that at

Camp Honouliuli, the internees were allowed visitors once a month.

There were some Hawaiian and part Hawaiian guards at Camp Honouliuli.

They would comment to the internees that it was bad luck that they

had been interned. To pass the time, Ishichi Matsuda used to play

act and pass out imaginary sake cups to the members in his cottage.

He would then fill the cups from an imaginary sake flask and they

would toast with bitter irony the good fortune that had befallen

them.

On the outer-islands the situation was pretty much the same.

On Maui, they were taken to the Wailuku Jail. They were allowed

visitors, but were allowed to speak to them for only three

minutes at a time. The internees were allowed a change of clothes

from their families after a relatively short period of time,

usually four or five days.

On the island of Hawaii, the Japanese who were arrested were

taken to the Volcano Military Camp. Many of them thought they

would be killed there. The captain of the camp told them that

their lives would not be taken and to trust him. They lived in

barracks and were given three meals a day. The internees on the

outer-islands were later shipped to Oahu enroute to camps on the

mainland.

It appears that with all the leaders of the Japanese com-

munity imprisoned, the military government was easily able to

control the rest of the Japanese community. They dared not disobey

the orders of the military government, fearing that they too would

be imprisoned. In addition, some Japanese did not aid or even

acknowledge the internees for fear of reprisal or internment themselves.

The families of the interned men suffered. The breadwinner

of a household had been imprisoned and his economic holdings
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confiscated. Many of the wives had to go to work as maids. Being

wives of important men, they had no other skills. Children some-

times had to quit school and work to make ends meet. But being

proud people and having held high positions in the community,

they felt it would be shameful and demeaning to ask for welfare

or other handouts, even when they were offered. :

Meanwhile, back at the immigration Station, orders came

from the mainland to ship the internees to San Francisco. It had

been three months since the first people were interned. On the

mainland the first internment camps were being built and the

that the internees in Hawaii should be put in these camps with

the Japanese from the west coast. After all, a Jap was a Jap and

it did not matter if they were mixed together as long as they

could be properly confined.

The Hawaii prisoners were issued warm clothing and told

that they would be shipped to the mainland. When the time came,

they were loaded into Army trucks and taken from the prison

compound to the piers. At the piers, they were loaded on military

transport ships. The first shipload of prisoners, there were ten

im all Aette 3 rly February, 1942.

On the first ship, one hundred and seventy-two prisoners

were berthed on the lowest deck. They were not allowed out of

their cabins under any conditions. Food was brought to their

cabins and a bucket was given to them to defecate in. The bucket

was emptied at the end of each day.

On later ships, the internees were allowed out of their

cabins and on to the deck of the ship once a day. They were

allowed to use toilets but only under guard. They had no idea

where they were going. The first inkling of where they were being

taken was discovered when they sighted the Golden Gate Bridge.

They landed at Sharp Park.

In San Francisco they were split up and sent to different

camps. Since the internment camps weren't quite complete, they

were sent all over the mainland like nomads across the desert.

Some were sent to Camp McCoy, Wisconsin. They were there only for
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a little while. From Camp McCoy they were moved to Camp Forest,

Tennessee. From there, they were sent to Louisiana. They stayed in

Louisiana until 1944. Then they were taken to Tule Lake. Others

were sent to Oklahoma. They stayed in Oklahoma for about one year.

Then they were shipped to Santa Fe, New Mexico. They stayed there

for about a year and a half and then those whose families were at

Tule Lake were sent to join them. While being shuttled all over

the mainland the traveling conditions were bad. Mrs. Yoshiko Matsuda,

who was voluntarily interned in order to join her husband, remembers

the traveling conditions well.

Our ship reached Oakland about 6:00 A.M. Some of us

had breakfast on board ship. We had our baggage inspected
as we left the ship. Some people who were not able to have

breakfast at that early hour took boiled eggs but had to
throw them away since they weren't allowed to take them off
the ship. We were taken to a platform and loaded ona

special train, but the train didn't move. We didn't have

lunch. The first meal after breakfast was after 8:00 P.M.

which made it difficult for us, especially for those who

didn't have breakfast. I especially remember a four year
old girl who was in the same car with us. She cried saying,
‘hungry, hungry, ' “but none of us had any food, not even

candy or gum, to offer her. Tsurakatta (it was a harsh

experience.)

Genpachi Tsushima also remembers.

We were being transferred from San Francisco during the

hot summer months. Whenever we came to a railway station

for stops, our windows were all closed and it was very

hot and humid without air conditioning. We complained but

they said that we were being protected from people who

might be antagonistic towards the Japanese on the train.

With great inconvenience and discomfort they reached their

destinations, the concentration camps. Although they were told

they were in relocation camps, no one was fooled into thinking that

they had been interned for their own protection. The camps all

looked the same. They all had barbed wire, spotlights and gun

towers around the perimeter. They were all situated in isolated

areas. Unlike Hawaii, the climate was either bitterly hot or

freezing cold.

The prisoners lived in barracks with thirty people to a

their own furo (Japanese bath). The kitchen, dining hall and
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laundry were in separate buildings. The prisoners had to cook,

clean up, do K.P. and the laundry themselves. Since in civilian

life, these men had been men of substance, they did not know how

to perform such demeaning tasks but they learned quickly. They

formed work groups and took turns doing the chores. [In the

beginning, the food was bad. Eventually, their culinary skills

improved. The cooks had to make do with whatever they got. They

tried to Japanize the food as much as possible.

After performing chores essential to their existence, they

still had a lot of time on their hands. The internees formed

themselves into a small community with most of them doing the

things they had done in Hawaii before being imprisoned. Since

a wide spectrum of leaders from Hawaii had been interned, there

were people with many different skills in the camp. Doctors, for

example, set up a clinic to care for the medical needs of the

people and businessmen were allowed to run the camp store.

The journalists, who for the most part were bilingual, ran

the camp news service. They gathered information from American

newspapers, magaZines and radio broadcasts, extracted what they

thought relevant and translated it into Japanese. They then

broadcasted it to the camp population via the camp public address

system. Later, they were allowed to print a weekly two-page

mimeographed newspaper. Priests formed churches and held services,

both Christian and Buddhist, every Sunday. The teachers set up a

school and instructed the younger members in the camp. They also

taught classes in English as a second language.

Mikami sensei, a master of kendo (swordsmanship) and shaku-

‘Materials necessary for these arts were not readily available

so they improvised. The kendo students fashioned boken (wooden

practice swords) out of straight branches and scrap pieces of

wood. Since there was no bamboo growing near camp, the shakuhachi

students made shakuhachi out of hollow metal bedposts. The

internees started to relate to their civilian vocations. They

did this to combat their greatest enemy in the camp, boredom.

In Santa Fe, the internment camp was in the middle of a

desert. There was no interesting scenery around the camp. The
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camp itself was bleak. To keep their sanity, they had to do things

that they could relate to. Working at their civilian jobs was

one way of doing this. Another way they combated their boredom

was to celebrate OQbon and Hana Matsuri. Obon is a memorial rite

performed for departed ancestor's souls. In the ceremony, they

pray for their ancestor's souls. They also dance the ritual Obon

dance, a dance festival familiar to most Hawaii residents. Hana

Matsuri is the celebration of Lord Buddha's birth. It is a happy

occasion and many dances are performed. People also wear flowers

in their lapels.

In addition to celebrating Obon and Hana Matsuri, the inter-

their own costumes and props. They block printed bed sheets and

sewed them into kimonos. They collected horsehairs and meticu-

lously made them into Japanese wigs. They turned the meeting hall

into a theater. There was a ten cent admission charge to the

shibai.

Although the activities they organized helped pass the time

away, many longed to leave the camp. There were three ways to

leave camp: in a coffin, volunteering to work either in the sugar-

beet fields or on the east coast, or to repatriate back to Japan.

Genpachi Tsushima remembers the funerals.

Many people died in camp. We were allowed to hold

funeral services for them. There were many ministers

who were interned so we had very impressive funeral
services with thirty to fifty priests there. With any
funeral, we had an-agreement to give ten cents for koden

(It is a Japanese custom to give the bereaved family a

monetary gift as a sign of sympathy. The koden is the

monetary gift.) since we didn't have much money.

There was a general manpower shortage caused by the war.

The sugar beetindustry was in dire need of laborers to harvest

the crops. A recruiter was sent to the internment camps. He

promised ideal living and working conditions. He also said that

a deal had been worked out with the camp officials and the inter-

nees would have total freedom while they worked in the beet fields

of Idaho. There would be no barbed wire and no guards with bayo-

nets. 129 men volunteered from Camp Manzanar, all of them looking

forward to freedom. When they got to Idaho, they were housed in


