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::~ci:u to Ka Leo 

(f.o "'-tT•s note: The writer is a ' 
se>Di1Jr In political sci ence and 
j<Jura~ --m and active in the ICa­
bm a 'lnllcy controv ersy which 
flared r,er the summer .) 

1lu: ~·,iction of local people, 
many 'rf them Hawaiians, from 
K1iJt11jJ~ Valley- in order to 
~ :iko: •.,om for big devdvp ers­
i s M 1 11n isolated occurre nce. 
\Vb.at 1--: happe ning in Kalama 
to:iay, 'he rip-oH and alienation 
of the /•C()plc from the land they 

· have l,•, cd on and - loved, is ' . in<:rc.i.1,,1I · regula rly- on Oahu 
i:u,d ' "' !Im oute r islands. 

Po w",ful and rich, the Bishop 
' ~ t:i.lc is the largest private 
landov,1,~r in Hawaii, owning 
578 li•l'1<1re miles of fee sim­
ple l.,rid (which is bigger 
than If,'! island of Kau ai and 
l!Cnrl y "s big as the island of Oa­
hu)· S.,t':c all the institutions in 
our_ •·~pitalist, free.enterpri se 
s.ocicly flow from the land, it fol­
lows ll111t he who has land 
has p,, •,er. 

' And 11.e Bishop Estate flaunts 
~nd u~, .. , its power over people's 

, hves WHlt feudal arrogance. 

·1 'ilkg al Ufc-style' · 

. _In •1 negotiation session 
..... 

1
•th ti,:! Kokua Kalama Com­

;'ltr.i. lust July 10, Bishop 

cc:lurc,1, "In today's modem 
"";"'hi 1hc Hawaiian life-style 

• :, lO~ld liu illegal ... 
Micl .. 1, I Who had lived in Ha­

\Hrtii 
· · lur less than two 

111011th
J had the nerve to make 

!>UCh f i 
1 

1 ~lntcment. Moreover, he 
HI< h ~;.11 assigned by the Bishop 

true.t,, : •·~ lo help the affected local 
n)~!t''"111'1 with their problems. 

1 
,c Kalama Valley issue 

ms L~•-ome known because the 
· vullc, , 

• • I estdents , many of them 
·pig r,ti ... ,s, have not moved. 

Nut\ r 1 I . ·· o t 1e val ey residents 
c•1n nH · · 

1 
·11 J the brand new hom!.'s 

~luding . the peop1i\;if ~ l , nk~ • 
who reside here," Jte ~aid. • '. 
· Wh.at is happening in kaln­
ma is happ ening in other par ts of 
Oahu: Halawa , John Rodgers 
Housing, Kahan a Valley, Knhuku 
Plantation nnd many other local 
communities. 

But one of the most blatant 
cases is .on the island of Hawaii, 
where 800 Kona coffee and mo.ca-
damia nut farmars arc ·bcinc 
evicted off land U1ey have 
worked from gene rat ion to gener- ' 
ation. · , 

Loss of the ir farm land, as 
their leases. from Bishop Es­
t.ate run out, js equivalent to "lo:;. 
ing our future; there is no tomor. 
row," says 46-year-old Puerto 
Rican farmer Confessor Riveira. 

"I believe if the people get to­
gether, we ca,n win," Riveira , 
one of the key leaders in the 
movement, said. 

'we have to protest' 

"If we have to march , protest, 
sit-in-we arc willing to do those 
things-bccau s~ our rights are 
being infringed upon ... our very 
future!" he said. 

Riveiro explained that the situ­
ation could not be eas ily resolved 
by relocation of the farmers to 
another piece of land . 

" It takes five years for cof­
foe to grow and realize a profit, 
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, ,~- ·•,·ill they ever play on the 
1
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. 1 1 · " ?.'ltr course built over I 
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"' ' "" IS o t cir- est royc h,,m~~ · I 
\\ " :·. nnd crush ed dreams. I 

, --~-•'--, have all the people j 
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seven years for macadamia nuts. 
What will we do to live on in the 
meanwhile?" he asked . 

The answer is quill! clear: 
"they're going to make all the 
people in Konn abandon their cof­
fee farm s and work in hotels," 
Riveira declared. 

What is needed for the resi­
dents of Kala ma Valley, the 
Konn (armers and people all over 
Hawnii is basic lnnd reform. The 
system the Hawaiians had in the 
old days was a good one. 

"He who tills the land 
should own it." 
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