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INTRODUCTI ON

The Ethnic Studies Oral History Project. established in January 1976,
was created to record and preserve interviews with individuals who have
recollections of events and personalities that would be of value to the
community, teachers. students. historians, and researchers.

Special effort is made to record history told by the working men and
women of all ethnic groups who made Hawaii's land productive. who overcame
differences between ethnic groups. and whose efforts to better the quality
of life were realized through struggle and hard work.

During the past ten years as ethnic awareness has increased throughout
Hawaii, numerous projects have been i~itiated to study various ethnic groups
living within the State. In those projects involving native Hawaiians.
emphasis has been largely on retrieval of ancient cultural material rather
than on the lifestyle and experiences of Hawaiians in the first half of
this century. In order to help fill this gap. June Gutmanis. a researcher
and writer on Hawaiian culture and history, interviewed a group of older
Hawai ians concerning their early childhood memories, job experiences.
political and cultural involvements. views on the Hawaiian language,
and various aspects of.their daily lives.

In cooperation with the Waianae Hawaiian Heritage Cultural Center.
interviews with nine individuals of Hawaiian ancestry were conducted
between March and October 1977. Approximately 24~ hours of taped interviews
produced 463 pages of final-typed transcripts which are bound in this volume.
The transcripts appear alphabetically by the interviewee's last name.

A biographical summary precedes each interviewee's set of transcripts.
The "tape number" on each transcript corresponds to the number of the tape
from which the interview was transcribed. A copy of the interviews on
reel-to-reel tapes is being kept at the State Archives for long-term
storage purposes; the original cassette tapes may be listened to at the
University of Hawaii Hamilton Library (Hawaiian and Pacific Collection).
2550 The Mall, 96822.

Because these transcripts represent the statements the interviewees
wish to leave for the public record. all interviewees were encouraged to
read their transcripts and make any deletions or additions they considered
necessary before signing the following legal release:

In opde~ to p~eserve and make available the history of Hawaii
fo~ p~esent and futu~e generationsJ I he~eby give and g~ant to
the Unive~sity of Hawaii Ethnic Studies Opal Histo~y ppoject
as a donation fo~ such scholaply and educational purposes as the
Project Dipecto~ shall determine, aZl my pights, titleJ and
inte~est to the following: Tapes of interviews ~eco~ded on (date)J
Biogpcrphical information dated J Notes of untaped conve~sa­

tions (date).

The majority of transcripts are almost verbatim from the actual taped
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interviews. Whatever grammatical changes, additions or explanations
interviewees made were incorporated into the final transcripts. The staff
did minor editing to make the transcripts easier to read, but made no
changes which compromised the flavor and authenticity of the interviews.

In addition to the transcripts, this volume contains a section in the
back which includes photographs of the interviewees, a glossary of non­
English words, an appendix, and an index. Foreign and "pidgin English"
words and two-word phrases have been underlined and appear in the glossary.
Longer phrases in the transcript are also underlined and are immediately
followed by a translation in parentheses.

Through these oral history interviews, the Ethnic Studies Oral History
Project's staff has sought to help preserve the knowledge of lifestyle,
economic, and political experiences of Hawaiians who as a minority in their
own land have had little attention given to their transition years as they
moved from ancient Hawaiian culture to a jet-aged society. We hope that
others will seek to unearth the wealth of material on this subject and that
these interviews have aided in this effort.
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