Halawa Valley still in dispute

Heiau activists say objections unresolved
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Despite the conciliatory mood of Sunday's
march into Halawa Valley, the Halawa Coalition
says it is still at odds with the state over plans
for the valley.

“There are a lot of issues still unresolved,” said
a Halawa Coalition spokeswoman yesterday.

Sunday's march marked the anniversary of a
vigil near two Hawaiian archaeological sites in
the valley some believe to be a men's and a
women's heiau.

The sites lie in the path of the $1 billion H-3
freeway and have been at the :

"\ center of a bitter dispute be-
S tween coalition members and
athe state Department of Trans-
—~__ portation.

“We would like to work with
them, but their agenda is differ-
ent,” said Transportation De-
partment spokeswoman Marilyn
Kali. gt

The state, however, has man- gaj;

aEed to develop a good relation-
ship with the Women of Hale O Papa, a group

that started the vigil at the women’s heiau last
year, she said.

But last August, 13 people were arrested on
trespass charges for blocking a cement pour in
the valley. Transportation officials said the delay
cost the state more than $200,000.

Charges were later dropped, but access to the
valley has since been limited. Visitors are not
allowed into the valley during construction
hours, and are required to get the approval of the

transportation department before entering. “Basi-

cally it's a safety issue,” said Kali.

Employees from the state Department of Pubr
lic Safety’s Special Services Division have been
hired by the transportation department to guard
the entrance of the valley 24 hours a day. Public
Safety spokesman Lyle Galdeira said employees
are working on “special duty” — in addition to
their regular work — but he did not know say
how much they were being paid. :

The Transportation Department, meanwhile, is
proceeding with plans to realign and elevate a
portion of the freeway to avoid the two sites, but
coalition members fear the sites will still be
threatened.

“It’s next to impossible for (the freeway) not to
have serious impact on the sites,” said the coali-
tion. “We don't see it as'a solution.”

In addition, the coalition says the two spots are
just part of a much larger prehistoric complex in
the valley.

The coalition — which is made up of several
organizations, including Malama O Kukui O
Kane, Ka Lahui Hawaii, Hawaii's 1000 Friends,
and Common Cause Hawaii — also contends that
at least 26 historic and prehistoric sites recog- |
nized by the Bishop Museum will be destroyed
by the freeway.

“We still maintain that the state of Hawaii is
not following the proper process for identifying
historic sites that are affected by the freeway,”
according to the coalition. :

“The reason we planned yesterday's (Sunday’s)
march was to help Hawaiians understand — help
the public understand — that there's a whole
valley complex full of Hawaiian historic and sa-
cred sites beyond just the hale o papa (women's
heiau).” %
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