Azanian Peoples Organization v. President of

the Republic of South Africa
(South African Constitutional Court 1996)

Why was the 1995 Truth and
Reconciliation Act enacted?

* The South African Constitution called for
it.

* It would have been difficult to discern the
truth regarding many of the atrocities.

* “Understanding over vengeance.”

* The country was ready for reconciliation,
and this approach facilitated the healing.

* Atrocities were committed on both sides.

Did its enactment deny victims their right to

the prosecution of their tormenters and to
compensation?
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Azanian Peoples Organization v. President of
the Republic of South Africa
(South African Constitutional Court 1996)

1995 Truth and Reconciliation Act:

Created a Committee on Amnesty, which
had the power to grant amnesty, if:

* applicant made a full disclosure of all
relevant facts, and

* the offense was associated with a political
objective committed in the course of the
conflicts of the past.
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