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The growth of communication on the citizen's
band radio frequencies is an event of considerable
social and political significance. With the pro-
duction of inexpensive C.B. transceivers and the
advent of instantaneous, free licensing, tens of
millions of Americans have had the opportunity to
construct new interaction networks and to exchange
information with individuals who would otherwise
be separated from them by barriers of culture,
class, and distance. It is worth noting that the
development of radio broadcasting in the twentieth
century permitted national leaders to communicate
directly with their followers, a development that
greatly increased the political power of heads of
state and which may be the principal means by which
the modern "dictator" holds power. The same power,
albeit in diluted form, has been provided the citizen-
ry of the United States. The full potential of C.B.
radio as a social institution has yet to be realized,
yet its power to influence collective action has been
demonstrated repeatedly.

C.B. radio, like some other American innova-
tions, was a late arrival on Oahu. As recently as
early 1976, only a few channels of the 23 then
available were heavily used. The great popularity
of C.B. radio on the mainland tended to be generated
by long-distance truckers and sustained by the bore-
dom of interstate highway travel; obviously, these
circumstances had little relevance for Oahu. When
C.B. did become widely accepted on Oahu, it was
similar to its mainland counterpart, but it has been
modified by local circumstances. In particular, the
jargon employed is liberally spiced with local ter-
minology. The user requesting a clear channel on

Oahu, for example, will usually say "Break Puka Seven,"

"puka," in this case, replacing the word "Zero."
Similarly, the social ties formed around Oahu's
channels are considerably tighter than those found on
the mainland. Indeed, the C.B. frequencies on Oahu
seem to be a microcosm of island society in general,
replete with a complex system of ethnic group pride
and bias, and reflecting a continual conflict between
local values and mainland influences.
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