
. Editorial 

Ethnie Studies 

• • • and us 

M
Y name is Mel Europa. past president of the 
Oahu Filipino Community Council and 
currently Edit.or of the Pacific Courier, a 

Filipino newspaper. • 
r speak as a concemed citmm and member of the 

Filipino . community in Hawaii. I strongly support the 
Ethnic Studies Program because I believe in the ,role it 
plays in the educational development of youth. It 
should not be underestimated, especially in a multi­
ethnic society such as ours. 

I believe it i.fan effective medium through which the 
academic community and the commmunity-at-larg~ 
can share ideas, problems and solutions. 

THE IDEA of an ''ivory t.ower" intimidat.ee moat 
people; the idea" of "university" is frightening to some. 
The traditional view of the university has always been 
"up there" as opposed to the community being "down 
here". The Ethnic Studies Program has demonstrated 
through its innovative t.eaching methods the effective 
use of the community and its vast resources as a 
learning laboratory. And in this learning laboratory 
there is no "up there" and no "down here." 

I supwrt this program fully because right now, it is 
the only program of its kind in our state's educational 
system . The Ethnic Studies Program at this university 
is one of the major ~rojects through whfoh we can learn 
more about our historical and cultural roots-our 
ethnic identity. There are no comparable programs of 
this nature in the elementary and secondary levels. 

FURTHERMORE, I support the program because 
it promot.es sincere -and serious concem within the 
community of problems we face. By this, I mean real- . 
liv.e gut-level issues. There is no substitute for the 
e~rien~ µiis Pl'Qgr&DJ, .. :Q.ro~d~. _ij.t,,i~~»..t.s ~ .. - .. 

Remarks made at a student-sponsored assembly 
at the Campus Center Ballroom, Uniuersity of 

Hawaii by Pacific Courier Editor-in-chief, 
Mel Europa . Speakers included students, faculty, 

and community members. 
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