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First of Two 

By Stephanie Castillo 
Srar.B 11lle tm Wru er 

All of the estimated 9,000 cattle on Molo­
kai are being slaughtered, an attempt by 
the government to rid the Island of bovine 
tu bercuJosis. 

For a year after the slaughter , no cattle 
will be allowed there. 

'Phe disease is chronk and has plagued 
cattle ranchers there for years. But some 
ha ve been um,iJlin~ to accept what ap ­
pear s to be a drasti c remed y. A few say 
they will sue the government to stop the 
k1llmg : none has so far. 

The "depopulation " program , as the go\ 
ernment calls it, ha s raised questions about 
why it must be done and whether it will 
be effective in ridding Molokai of bovine 1'B. 

Why must au of the cattle - and not 
just infected herds - be eliminated when 
less than 2 percent are said to be diseased? 
And is the meat that will go to market safe 
to consume? 

Bovine tubercul bis JS not an immediate 

thre.it to human hfe . offl c1als say. Strict 
federal inspection at slaughterhouses keep s 
unsafe meat off the market. 

BUT THE diliease is a threat to Ha\\aii 's 
c:attJe industry - a threat that is made 
even more seriou s by the nation's depre ss­
ed beef market , which has been called the 
worst in history, officials sa}. 

Had the Sept. 10 order to eliminate all of 
'\ilolpkai's cattle not been given, Hawaii 's 
legacy would have been a stigmatized cat-

Consultant Doubts Studies, A·6 

tie industry and the loss of its "modified 
accredited-free 'flB statu s " said Dr. Gary 
Chun, federal vetermarian. That status 
indicates to the feder al government that a 
state has had cases of bovine TB within 
the last five years, but has tak en adequat e 
measures to control the disease, he said . 

With the loss of that statu s, all cattle in 
Hawaii - not ju st animal s on Molokai -
would have to be tested for TB. And the 
sale , exchange and breeding of Hawaii 's 
cattle would have been severely restri cted , Chun said. 
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He said that the message to the rest of 
nation \\ould have been that Hawaii was 
incapable of controllin g a disease that most 
of the country has alr eady whipped 

FOR DECADES, the federal government 
has been waging this kind of war on bo­
vine 'J1B, a disease so insidious that the 
government is convinced its most effective 
weapon is the killing of whole herds . 

Althou gh almost all stat es have been 
certified as 'PB free , five - including Ha­
waii - have continued to turn up cases of 
infected herds every year . iThe other states 
are North Carolina , Texas, Louisiana and 
:\'ew Mexico.I 

Bovine TB has not af fected cattle on the 
other Island s in recent year s. The last non. 
Molokai cattle to be affect ed were in Hana 
Maui . but tha t was cleared up In 1983. ' 

Howe ver , state and federal veterinar ians 
felt stron gly that the incidence of disease 
on Molokai was jeop ardizing the whole 
state , even thou gh that incidence was in 
less than 2 percent of th e cattl e tested and 
examined . 

Turn to Page A-i , Col. I 
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Continued from Page bl,e; No TB lesions fvl e 1ound in 
Unsuccessful and costly efforts the carcasses of the so-called 

- mainly herd testing and reactor cattle, but TB bacilli 
depopulation - to rid the Island were cultured and grown from a 

Jars (r.anch~ can ~et ,141> 1,9 ~ 
per slaughtered arumal from the 
government) is to eradicate total­
ly so that when the cattle are 
repopulated, we don't have any 
TB on Molokai," he ~d. 

/the TB intecUon reoccurring on 
·th,a Jsland, ~Y through el(J)Q6ed 
wildli!e that continue to live 011 
the Island even as the depopula­
tion program goes on? 

of the disease that has plagued few of them. 
Molokai for more than 40 years Continuous reactions Crom cat­
was enough for the government tie on the west side and the con­
to decide that drastic action was tin ued outbreaks on the east 
needed. side led both stat e anil federal 

veterinarians to c._onclude that 
"WE KNOW THAT ft looked the whole Island was exposed to 

like ft was getting better there," bovine TB in one way or anoth­
said Dr. John Atwell, head of er. 
the U.S. Agriculture Depart- "We have a situation where 
ment's veterinary services in there ha,ve been f.erai cattle and 
Washington, D.C. . feral swine with. the TB, where 

"But we're _qot engaged in there's been a history of depopu-
trying to k TB at a level you lating herds. It's not long after 
can live wt e'r.e engaged in we depopulate that we find 
a program th.It -says we're golnH another herd (with TB), even 
to get rid of TB so that we don t though we can't find direct con­
have It, period," said Atwell. tact (with an infected herd). This 

"The situation on Molokai tells us that there's a lot more 
leaves Itself to taking the most exposure of TB than we're get­
d11astic action possible," be said. ting our hands on," said the 

Dr. Charles Campbell, a feder- USDA's Atwell. 

DR. WILLIAM Jbhnson, At• 
well's assistant · said: "We have 
found througliouf" history that 
the herds will eventually get to 
where they're no longer getting 
reactions to the tests. But then 
come back a year or two rater 
and you will have animals with 
lesions and •you will find that 
the animals have been carrying 
the organism in a very chronic 
state. 

"Through our experience with 
TB in herds throughout the 
country, it has been determined 
that we have real difficulty 
eradicating TB from the herds 
unless we eventually depopulate 
them," said Johnson . al veterinarian who has been "As far as I know, it's the kind 

servicing the Neighbor Islands of situation that does not exist 
for more than 20 years, explain- anywhere in the United States," ( 
ed that he had watched the he said. 
situation on Molokai g~t better TO CONSIDER II Mot kai t· over the years. but it never a o ca 

But what are the chances of 

j 

cleared up completely. tl_e to have been exposed to bo-
" vme TB is something that many 

We brought the incidenc~ of the Island's cattle ranchers 
down bf constantly testing, cannot accept 
Campbel said. But ~bile the Atwell's response is: "If you 
situation did Improve, w~ got to had a cow and could show that 
the point th~! we couldn t make this cow bas never been out of 
it any better, he said. pen, never been bred, never had 

AND THERE was "always the her out with the neighbor's cows 
chance of it spreading again and or tied her out in the f asture 
blowing up Into another island- with other animals - think 
wide infection" where now it that's the only kind of case you 
has been confined to the east could make. 
side, Campbell said. "I feel what we are doing can 

"There's so much Interchange be justified epfdemfologically," 
he said, saying the source of 

of animals ~ofng on - ranchers infection has been Molokai's 
trucking ammals to breed back uncontrolled herds, common pas­
and forth - that as far as I'm i f h ds i f d f I 
concerned, It's one big herd tur ng O er • n ecte era 

cattle and swine, and the lnter-there," he said. changing of herds. 
TB-infected animals, Including I u 

feral cattle and swine, had only But most significant Y, Atwe 's 
been found on the east end of reasoning stems from the fact 
Molokai. Just last April, a herd that exposed cattle can harbor 
of five cattle in the area was the TB bacilli for many years 
slaughtered because they were without showing any Indication 
·diseased. of infection. 

Two years ago, a herd with 60 "For us to go in and take only 
head was eliminated. And in the big herd and any herd we 
1980, 450 bead, then newly pur- say we know have had direct 
chased by Molokai Ranch, were exposure, would not assure us 
killed when Infected cattle was that we're going to get TB off 
found among them. the Island," said Atwell. 

Breeding quarantines and test- "Our only justification for 
ing programs of other herds on spending those millions of dol­
the east side continued up until 
the September order to kill all 
of the cattle. 

ON THE WEST side - where 
the Island's largest herd belong­
ing to Molokai Ranch grazes on 
Oft9"'ft ~ l'lt\t'\ ~ ---- •I.. ..-.- • -• ' • 

With feral cattle already hav­
•ing been removed, and with the 
pr .o blem sure to ch~ar up In feral 
swin e ODC!! any and alf diseased 
cattl~ are removed, "I feel 
there's no chance,'' said Camp­
bell. 

i.Notbin~ is guaranteed, but 
our hope 1s there won't be any 
problem from it. With the Island 
vacant of cattle for a year anii 
the continued epidemlological 
testing of wildlife being don e 
. . . the chances are nil," he 
said. 

THREE Wll,DL~ dlsua:e 
·studl .es have ~ done QD Molo­
kai since 19m, and these Indicate 
that the spread of the bovine TB 
from wildlife is no longir a fac­
tor , government officials say. 
Some disagree. (See accompany-

lpg story .) 
~With the massive slaughtering 

af cattle comes a floOd of meat 
1nto~wail's markets, tneat that 
some segments of tlie communi­
ty now say they are atrafcl to 
eat . 

AlthQugh there have been no 
cases of lesioned cattle so far in 
the more than 300 head slaugh­
tered, and despite reassurances 
from state and federal govern­
ment officials that the meat Js 
safe and wholesome, the beef 
has been stigmatized. 

For example, several state 
Board of Education members at 
a meeting Nov. 8 expressed con­
cern _:Jlbout including Molokai 
beef iii school lunches . 

Health concerns about eating 
Molokai beef - all of which fs 
stricUy and carefully inspected 
at federally certified slaughter­
houses - are unfounded, offi . 
cials said. 

ONLY BEEF declared free of 
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disease is allowed to he mar­
keted to the consumer , they 
said . 

Besides, they said, state 
records show there liave been 
no cases of humans contracting 
bovine TB. 

If lesioned cattle are found at 
slaughter, the meat cannot be 
marketed, hut must be disposed 
of according to federal guide­
lines, they said. 

While all of this may explain 
the reasons behind the depopula­
tion program, a few questions 
sWJ remaln . 

Among them are how the deci­
sion to depopulate all the cattle 
came about? Is it an effort to 
bail out the financially ailing 
Molokai Ranch, as it has been 
suggested by some other ranch­
ers on the Island? If not, why 
was the program implemented 
without advance warning to the 
ranchers? 

Tomorrow: No co~!lpiracy. 


