How

are eclementary  school
teachers in the Republic of China
educated today? What is their pro-
gram of studies like? What are they
required 1o have in general educa-
tion? What part of their program is
devoted to professional training?
How are students selected for
training? These and other questions
are explored in this paper.

During the 1966-67 academic year,
! spent my sabbaltical leave in Tai-
wan. While there, | had the opportu-
nily to visit many schools, from kin-
dergarlens to universities, to talk with
many school officials about the edu-
cational system and to read many of
the publications and official reports
dealing with the schools and their
problems. This is a report of my
findings and observations on the

education of elementary teachers in
the Republic of China. '

Elementary Education and the
Elementary School Teacher

In order to understand the need
for well-educated elementary school
teachers in the Republic of China, a
brief description of the educational
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system and particularly the status of
primary education in the Republic
may be valuable. The terms primary
education and elementary education
are used interchangeably in the
Republic to indicate the level of
education for children aged 6-12.

The Nationalist government views
education as fundamental to the
growth and development of the
economic, political, social and
cultural life of the nation. The
Constitution of the Republic states in
Article 158 that “education and
culture shall aim at the development
of the citizen 1o have (1} a national
spirit, {2) a spirit of self-govern-
ment, (3) a sense of ethics and
morality, (4) a healthy and
wholesome physical being, (5) scien-
tific knowledge and methods, and
(6) knowledge and skills for ef-
fective living.” Currently, according
to Article 159, “all citizens will have
equal educational opportunity” and
in Article 160, “all children ages 6-
12 will receive free basic educa-
tion.”

Primary and secondary education
are carried on through a system of
schools organized on a 6-3-3 ad-
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ministrative  pattern. While the
period of free compulsory education
is six years at the present time, plans
are underway 1o extend this re-
quirement to nine years beginning
with the school year 1968-69. The
number of pupils enrolled in
primary schools was more than
2,180,000 in 1965. In the next ten
years, lhe number of children ap-
proaching the age of six and ready
for schooling will be approximately
400,000 annually.

Primary schools enroll pupils on a
district basis. However, because cer-
tain schools are considered by com-
munity people as belter than others,
there is overcrowding in some
schools through the practice of
enrolling pupils from without a
district. Such illegal altendance also
results in many children traveling
long distances to school, and the
necessity of double shifts for classes
from grades one to three in many
schools. Average class sizes in most
Chinese schools, particularly those in
the cilies, enroll more than 50 pupils
per class, This is far in excess of the
international standard of 35:1 set by
the United Nations Educational
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Scientific and Cultural Organization

(UNESCO).

Although it is claimed that 96 per-
cent of the school-age children are in
school from grades one to six, there
is nevertheless a dropout problem in
the primary schools. Children from
low income families are most prone
to leave school. In the academic year
1963-64, there were 21,041 first
graders, 7,318 second graders, 6,865
third graders, 4,211 fourth graders,
and 11,965 fifth graders who left
school. In the past, only 55 percent
of the graduates of primary schools
were admitted to the junior high
schools upon successful passing of
highly competilive
With the extension of compulsory
education in the nation, it is planned
that the pupils will automatically be
promoted to the seventh grade begin-
ning this fall. Recognizing that
economic and social development is
dependent upon an educated ritizen-
ry, the government has adopted
policies to develop primary educa-
tion. Practices are being employed to
reduce the number of dropouts.

examinations.

The problems, trends, and issues
regarding primary education discuss-
ed in the preceding sections have im-
plications for the need for more and
better educated school teachers. This
is particularly evident when one
studies the qualifications of teachers
in service today. According to a
report of the Manpower Resources
Committee, 73 percent of all
primary  school  teachers are
graduates of normal schools, 22 per-
cent are graduates of junior and
senior high schools, and 2 percent
have not gradvated {rom secondary
schools. Only 3 percent of the
teachers have had a college educa-
tion.

In the past, the education of
primary school teachers was centered
in the normal schools. These schools
admitted students upon graduation

MARCH 1568

from junior high schools and pro-
vided a threc-year curriculum of
general and professional education.
Students completing the program
were assigned to public schools for a
required teaching period of three
years. DBeginning in 1960 these
normal schools were being upgraded
to normal junior colleges, By 1966-
67 seven of the normal schools had
attained normal junior college stand-
ing.

Responsibility for the Education
of Elementary School Teachers

The preservice education of
elementary  school  teachers s
primarily the responsibility of the
normal junior colleges and the few
remaining normal schools. With the
exception of the Taipei Municipal
Teachers College for Women, all
teacher education institutions for the
education of  elementary school
teachers are administered by the
Taiwan Provincial Government. In
addition to the normal junior col-
leges and normal schools, there is the
Taiwan  Provincial  Elementary
service training program for ele-
mentary school teachers. At the apex
of the administrative responsibility
for the education of elemenlary
school teachers in the Executive
Yuan of the Republic is the Ministry
of Education. All policies and pro-
grams regarding the education of
teachers must reccive the approval of
this level of the government. Provin-
cial and municipal educational lead-
ers and officials are involved in the
development of these policies and
programs at the national government
level.

Philosophy and Objectives
for the Elementary Teacher
Education Programs

The Chinese government believes
that education is an important in-
strument for national development

and growth and for the eventual
recovery of the mainland. The
elementary school teacher is seen as
a key person to provide boys and
girls with a good basic education. It
is, therefore, the policy of the
government lo encourage oulstanding
youths to devote their life to a career
in clementary school teaching. The
training program places emphasis on
this devotion to service,

In order to transform the nation
from an agricultural society into an
industrial one, the government
recognizes the need for more science
education, particularly the develop-
ment of a scientific approach to the
study of problems. An underlying
philosephy of the teacher education
program is the employment of the
“learning by doing”  concept.
Students are not only taught this
concept  theorelically in  the
classrooms, but are guided to prac-
tice it in their everyday living,

The Chinese deeply revere the
Confucian thought of “right rela.
tionships,” the beliel that a nation
can long survive only if its ruler and
people are moral and ethical. The
Chinese government today places
great slress on social education and
the development of moral and ethical
character. In its philosophy for the
education of elementary school
teachers, the Ministry of Education
has made this one of ils main ob-
jectives.

In keeping with the national goals
of education and the philosophical
orientation of the government, the
Ministry has adopted the following
objectives for the education of
elementary schoal teachers: (1) “1o0
develop good health; (2) to cultivate
good morals and virtues; (3) to
cultivate a spirit of nationalism; (4)
to develop scientific abilities; (5) to
develop an industrious habit; (6} 1o

develop interest in the study of
childhood education; and (7) to
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develop dedication to teaching as a
life profession.’” The provincial and
municipal normal junior colleges and
normal schools have been charged
with the implementation of these ob-
jectives in their training programs.

The Education Programs for
Elementary School Teachers

To improve the qualifications of
clementary  school  teachers the
government  has  cstablished the
normal junior college and has in-
stituted a five-year program of
studies for preservice candidates.
The program includes both general
and professional education. The
general education component devotes
lime lo the study of language, both
Chinese Literature and Chinese Man.
darin; the social sciences, including
Sun Yat Sen’s Three Principles,
civies, history and geography; the
natural sciences, including biology,
chemistry, and physics; and the arts
and physical education. The arts in-
clude courses in art, music, indus-
trial ars, and home economics. Mili-
tary training is required of all stu-
dents, but no credit toward degree
requirements is awarded. With the
excepiton of Chinese Lilerature and
physical education, which are re-
quired in all five years of the pro-
gram, all courses in the general edu-
cation component are concentrated
in the first three years. It should be
noted that these requirements in the
first three years in the five-year pro-
gram are very similar in require.
menls lo those in the academic sen-
ior high school program. For an in-
dication of the placement of these
general education courses in the five-
year program and the number of
credit hours assigned, see Table L.

In the professional education com-
ponent the course work is spread
over the five-year sequence, with the
heavy concentration coming in the
last three years, The professional
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education component may be divided
into three categories of courses: the
humanistic and behavioral studies,
such as Child Development, Educa-
tional  Psychology,  Educational
Sociology, History and Philosophy of
Education; the educational methods
and clinical praclices courses, such
as the various courses in methods
and materials for teaching elemen-
tary school subjects, audio-visual
educalion, educational testing and
statistics and elementary school ad-
ministration; and practice teaching.
See Table II for placement of the
courses and ecredit hour
quirements.

re-

Practice teaching is conducted in
the teacher education program in
several settings. Students have first
contacls with children in observa-
tional visils to schools and classes
planned and conducted through the
professional courses in the first three

years. Such observational visils are
conducled at least once each month.
The purpose of these observational
visils is to provide students the op-
portunity lo see the relationship of
theory to practice in the courses
taken. In the fourth and fifth years,
students have the opporlunity to
practice teach once a week in the
laboratory school affiliated with the
normal junior college. These praclice
teaching sessions are planned in con-
junction with the methods courses
taken during these years. Full time
practice teaching for four wecks is
undertaken by the student during the
last semester of the filth year. The
student is assigned to public schools
in the community for this ex-
perience.

In the five-year elementary school
teacher educalion program, the stu-
dent is required to have 162 semester
credits in the general education com-

TABLE [—GENERAL EDUCATION COMPONENT

Year in Schoo! 1st Year 2nd Year 3rd Year 4th Year 5th Year I Ta',.l
Courses Sem 1| Sem2 | Sem )| Sem2| Sem 1 | Sem 2| Sem 1] Sem 2| Sem 1 |Sem 2|
General Education 166
Language
Chinese [} 6 [ & (3 i 1 4 4 52
Mandarin ! 1 1
Maihematics 3 3 3 3 3 18
Social Sciences
g 1EEIEIAE :
istory 3 2
Gmguflu 2 3 2 2 A
Three Principles b 4 3 q
Yatural Sciences
Biology 4 4
Chemistey 4 1 [
Physics 4 + H
Art and Physical a
Physleal Education (41} ) (1 m {1} 111 1] {1} ) ()| (o} Nlh pt.
of ot
Gen Ed
Musie 2 2 2 2 a 2 12
Ant 2 2 2 = 2 2 12
Industrial Ants 2 2 2 2 ' 2 12
Milisary Training Two hours every week for the {irst lour years in the
program are devoted 1o military tralning.
TARLE 11 PROFESSHINAL EDUCATION COMPONENT
Year in Schonl st Year 2nd Yesr 3rd Year 4th Year Sth Year TE:“
Courses Sem 1| Sem 2| Sem ) [Sem 2| Sem 1| Sem 2| Sem 1| Sem 2| Sem b | Sem 2
P'rolessiona! Education 56
Introduction to Educ 2 2 1
Child Dev & Guidance 2 2 4
Educational Psychology 3 3 [
Fducationsl Soeinl-ry g 2
Curr Materials & Meihods 2 2 4
Educ Testing & Statlatics 2 2 +
Elem Sch Adminissration 2 2 4
Iistory of Education z z 4
Audio-Visual Education 2 2
Health Education 1 1 2
Meths & Mat for Tehg Chin 3 3
Meiths & Mat for Telig Math 2 2
Mrths & Ma: for Techg § 5t 2 2
Meths & Mat for Tehg N Sel 2 H
Meths & Aag for Tehg Mus 1 1
Meths & Mat for Tchg Art & IE ! 1
Metha & Mat for Tchg PE ! ]
Practice Teaching 4 4 L
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ponent and 56 semester credils in the
professional education compenent. In
addition, he is required to take 16-42
semester credits of work in general
electives and 12.24 semester credits
of special electives in his area of
specialization. This elective course
work is taken in the last two years
of the program. The general electives
are lo provide the student op-
portunity to take work in English,
philosophy, and additional training
in the professional education arca.

There are ten areas of specializa-
tion: English, History-Geography,
Literature-History, Mathematics-
Science, Art-Practical Arts, Music,
Physical  Education,  Art-Music-
Physical Education, Kindergarten
Education, and Deal and Blind
Education, Elective courses in these
various areas of specialization pro-
vide the student with centent to be
taught to pupils, and supplementary
background knowledge from the sub.
ject matler areas lo be taught and
from allied fields that are needed by
the teacher for perspective and flex-
ibility in teaching. The student is
assigned lo the area of specialization
according to his own choice at the
outset of his five-year program.

In order to graduate from the five-
year program, the student must suc-
cessfully complete a minimum of 250
semester credit hours. A semester
credit is equated as two hours of
class work. Although physical educa-
tion and military training credits are
not a parl of the minimum of 250
semester  credit hours, the student
must pass these courses in order to
be promoted to the next year or
graduated from the program.

While the five-year program is
considered to be the regular program
for the education of elementary
school teachers in the Republic of
China today, the normal junior col-
leges continue to offer other pro-
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grams to educate teachers. There is a
two-year junior college program of-
fered in the evenings for graduates
of three year normal school pro-
grams who are now in teaching posi-
tions. In addition, there are special
one-year programs conducted during
the day for students who are
graduates of public or private
academic and vocational senior high
schools desiring to be school
teachers. Students in normal schools
not having attained junior college
status continue to be educated in
three-year programs.

Student Admission and
Student Life

Students are admitted to teacher
education programs through com-

petitive  examinations. Candidaltes
must successfully pass tests in
language, mathematics, social

sciences, and natural sciences. In ad-
dition, they must pass a medical ex-
amination.  Successiul  candidates
must then pass a final screening in-
terview conducted by officials of the
normal junior colleges. Each year
there is a large number of applicants
for admission to teacher education,
but only a small percent is admilted
for training. In recent years, girls
have been encouraged by the govern-
ment to become elementary scheol
teachers and teacher education in-
stitutions have been admitting more
girls than boys for training.

As an inducement for students to
into teacher education for
clementary school teaching, the na.
tional government subsidizes their
education during the entire period of
training. Each student, in addition to
receiving a tuition-free education, is
provided the following: (1) a rice
allowance of 25 catlys per month;
(2) subsidiary food allowance of
NT8175 Taiwan dollars per month
{40 Taiwan dollars is equal to one
U. S. dollar on the loreign exchange

enter

market); (3) a school uniform fee
of NT8180 per year; and (4) a text-
book fee of NT$100 per year. All
students, excepting evening students,
are required to live on campus in
dormitories provided free by the
government. In  addition, all
laboratory supplies fees are waived
and the government allows NT$270
for expenses of the two weeks
around-island observation and study
tour of Taiwan conducted for
members of each graduating class.
Travel allowance for graduates to
report to their assigned positions is
also provided by the government.

While they are in training, the
school life of the clementary educa-
tion student is a long and arduous
one. The school day begins at six
o'clock in the morning. Breakfast is
at 7:00 a.m. Classes in the forenoon
are from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.
After lunch, classes resume at 2:00
pm. and run to 5:00 pm. From
5:00-6:00 p.m. students are engaged
in extra-curricular activities. Supper
is at 6:00 p.m. and betlween the
hours of 7:00-9:00 p.m. self-study
hours are held. Lights-out is at 9:30
p.m. There are seven hours of class
work during each week day and four
hours on  Saturday mornings.
Students are responsible for their
own laundry, the clean-up of
dormitories, and they give time o
service in the school dining hall and
kitchen.

Some Problems
and Observations

Although 1teachers are accorded
great respect in the Republic of
China, there 1is nevertheless a
hierarchy of status in the teaching
profession.  Elementary schooal
teachers have the least status and
receive the lowest salary. This situa-
tion has caused morale problems in
the teacher education institutions,

continued on page 27
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