
By Kiele Akana-Gooch
Ka Leo Contributing Writer

	 Sheana Tanaka was somewhat 
deprived as a child. Living on the 
second floor of an apartment building, 
the University of Hawai`i at Manoa 
ethnic studies graduate was never able 
to play in her own yard or work in a 
natural environment.
	 That changed when she joined 
the Ahupua`a Service-Learning 
Pathway two years ago while attend-
ing UHM. Through the project, which 
she participated in for two semesters, 
Tanaka got her share of hard, dirty 
work cleaning UHM’s taro patch and 
Diamond Head’s visitor area. But she 
welcomed the work.
	 “It’s not work, not to me at least,” 
Tanaka said.
	 The ahupua`a project involves 
students from several classes at UHM 
and Kapi`olani Community College as 
well as teens from Palama Settlement, 
who work with community partners to 
protect and restore the environment. 
Work includes cleaning fishponds, 
heiau (ancient Hawaiian places of 
worship) and taro patches, and educat-
ing other students about caring for the 
environment.
	 The project is designed as a 
pathway for students from Kapi`olani 
Community College to transfer into 
the university, making the jump to the 
larger campus seem less intimidating. 
	 As students learn to care for 
the land (malama `aina) and to work 

together (laulima) to reach their 
goals, they also gain a sense of fam-
ily (`ohana) among their peer partici-
pants, said Ulla Hasager, an ahupua`a 
project coordinator. 
	 For KCC students, participation 
in the ahupua`a project “opened their 
world” to the possibility of a four-year 
university, Tanaka said.
	 Tanaka, a former student of 
Hasager, said she joined the project 

because “it was an opportunity to do 
something different, something I’ve 
never done before.”
	 Leonard Padayhag, a UHM eth-
nic studies senior from Honolulu, said 
he felt a “bonding to the land” after 
participating in the project. “It totally 
made me respect the land,” he said.
	 Padayhag learned the history of 
the Waikalua fishpond in Kane`ohe 
and passed on his knowledge to 

Kane`ohe elementary school students.
	 “Everyone has a responsibility in 
caring for the land,” he said.
	 Tanaka and Padayhag are not the 
only students who enjoyed the proj-
ect. Hasager, also a lecturer at UHM 
and KCC, said the Ahupua`a Service-
Learning Pathway has received over-
whelmingly positive support and reac-
tion from its UHM and KCC student 
participants.

	 Hasager said, “The majority (of 
the students) are excited and grateful 
for the opportunity to learn in a special 
way.”
	 The few negative student com-
ments included boredom and fear of 
dengue fever from mosquitoes.
	 Hasager offers her ethnic studies 
and anthropology students the choice 
between writing a paper or participat-
ing in the project and writing journals 
on their experiences.
	 Kory Kitagawa, student coordi-
nator of the ahupua`a project, said 
the project “definitely beats writing a 
paper.” 
	 Kitagawa, an ethnic studies 
major, is also in Hasager’s directed 
research class. He chose to work in 
the ahupua`a project because, he said, 
it was the most interesting of all the 
UHM service-learning projects.
	 “You don’t have too much oppor-
tunities to work on a fishpond or clean 
a heiau,” he said. “Service-learning 
gives a different opportunity to learn,” 
he said.
	 Like most hands-on learn-
ing activities, the ahupua`a project 
is memorable to students who are 
engaged in all aspects of the learning 
process, Hasager said.
	 “Everybody learns better from 
doing,” she said. Hasager has noticed 
an improvement in grades among 
those participating in the project.
	 Tanaka agrees. “I think you learn 
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The Voice of Hawai‘i

Do the Rainbows 
stand a chance?
The University of Hawai`i Rainbow baseball 
team continues its roadtrip with a 3-game 
series against 3rd-ranked Rice. Does Hawai`i 
have a chance to beat this baseball power-
house?

See page 8

Raunchy humor from 
Margaret Cho
	 Margaret Cho, the self-described slutty 
Korean “fag hag,” and comedienne, gives 
students at Indiana University Bloomington a 
piece of her mind.

See page 3

Service gives unique education

;Science has help for hangovers

By Jennifer Wlach
The Chronicle (Duke U.)

(U-WIRE) DURHAM, N.C. - 
Hangovers. Everyone offers a rem-
edy, but no one has a cure. However, 
there are steps people can take 
before, during and after drinking 
to help lessen their morning-after 
pain. 
	 Before students begin to drink, 
they need to put food in their stom-
achs, said Cynthia Kuhn, professor 

of pharmacology.
	 “If you eat before you drink, 
your peak blood alcohol level will 
be slowed because the food slows 
absorption,” she said.
	 Another key prevention method 
is drinking water.
	 “It is important to be well 
hydrated before you start drinking, 
and to continue hydrating yourself 
while you drink,” said Jeff Kulley, 
coordinator of alcohol and substance 
abuse services, who recommends 

alternating water or sports drinks 
with alcoholic beverages.
	 Experts agreed that the selection 
of drinks also factors into the sever-
ity of a hangover. Certain liquors 
known as distilled spirits contain 
congeners — higher-order alcohols 
that can be toxic to the brain and add 
to the effects of a hangover, said Dr. 
Bill Christmas, director of student 
health services.
	 According to an online report by 
the Washington University Medical 
School-based MadSci Network, 
brandy causes the most severe hang-
overs, followed by red wine, rum, 
whiskey, white wine, gin and vodka. 
Student health officials also listed 
bourbon and single malt scotches as 

congener-laden liquors.
	 In addition, scientific advis-
ers from beakmanwine.com recom-
mend that people avoid carbonated 
beverages like champagne or soda 
because bubbles carry alcohol into 
the bloodstream more rapidly. And 
using food-based mixers may actu-
ally help slow alcohol absorption, 
Kulley said.
	 Before heading to bed, Kuhn 
advised, people should avoid acet-
aminophen, found in Tylenol, 
because it can damage the liver. 
“Taking medicines such as ibupro-
fen or aspirin before bed can add to 
stomach irritation,” she added.
	 Most importantly, students 
should continue to drink water 

before sleeping. Drinking coffee is a 
long-standing myth that will provide 
only temporary relief, Kulley said.
	  “Caffeine might help to get 
you going, but there is a crash after-
wards, and it can be an irritant to the 
stomach, which adds to nausea,” he 
said.
	 Another myth is that taking 
multivitamins cures hangovers. 
Although Kuhn said no studies have 
shown this to be true, she noted a 
study indicating some benefit in tak-
ing vitamin B6.
	 There are a slew of morning-
after products marketed to relieve 
hangovers, ranging from all-natural 

Coffee, over-the-counter products, 
and folk remedies prove ineffective

Courtesy Photo

These two students find themselves knee-deep while caring for the UH taro patch. Participants in the Ahupua`a 
Service-Learning Pathway learn not only how to work the land, but the ways and culture of the ancient Hawaiians.

See Service, page 2

See Hangover, page 2
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`Anela Lopez proudly holds up a taro plant, the fruit of her labor. As a stu-
dent in the Ahupua`a Service-Learning Pathway, she must work at least 20 
hours per semester.

morning tea, to drugs like Alka-
Seltzer and Nurofen. Although 
several products exist, Kuhn said 
she was wary of their claims of 
effectiveness.
	 “If what they’re selling is 
a natural product, there is no 
requirement that it be proven safe 
or proven to work by the Food 
and Drug Administration. This is 
why you see so many things on 
the market,” she said.
	 Kulley attributed the relief of 
Alka-Seltzer to its large amounts 
of acetaminophen and caffeine, 
and said such quick remedies 
distract from the most direct pre-
vention of hangover symptoms. 
	 “Any (remedy) that does not 

focus on the quantity of alcohol 
and how fast you drink it is basi-
cally a myth, because it misleads 
you from the two most important 
variables that will affect your 
health,” he said.
	 Mornings are the best time 
to take pain relievers like ibupro-
fen or aspirin, and student health 
officials recommend eating foods 
that are easy on the stomach, 
especially carbohydrates, since 
they replace sugars lost in dehy-
dration.
	 But what’s the absolute cure 
for a hangover?
	 “Don’t overindulge in the 
first place,” Kuhn said.

Hangover: Plain food and 
water offer best protection
From page 1

Service: Old Hawaiian culture, 
values taught by working land
From page 1

more from service-learning than from 
class.”
	 Service-learning is an education-
al method that involves the communi-
ty. Meaningful community interaction 
can yield a real life understanding of 
the concepts studied by the students.
	 Tanaka also remembers meeting 
students from other schools and get-
ting to know her professors better.
	 “They just do it because they 
care,” Tanaka said. “It makes you 
work harder too because they’re sac-
rificing their own time.”
	 Participating in the ahupua`a 
project looks good on a resume 
because it counts as community ser-
vice, which is especially important 
for those applying to graduate school, 
Hasager said.
	 UH professors and faculty can 
incorporate service-learning projects 
into their curriculum, or simply lend 

a hand themselves. Hasager wel-
comes everyone to participate in the 
ahupua`a project. “The more hands, 
the more we can help,” she said.
	 Unfortunately, Hasager said, 
most people do not know about ser-
vice-learning and the UHM college 
of social sciences’ Systems of Service 
office. 
	 “I did the ahupua`a project a long 
time before I found out there was an 
office,” Hasager said. “And then they 
couldn’t really help.”
	 She said that although the office 
is extremely supportive, its structure 
is faulty. Hasager said the kind of 
grants the office can get is limited, and 
there is no support network for the 
service-learning projects. That leaves 
coordinators like her to shoulder 
costs. Hasager said she pays from $30 
to $50 per outing, mostly for food.
	 “The `ohana principle requires 
food,” she said. “It’s so much a part 
of Pacific lifestyle.”
	 Another issue for students and 
faculty participants is time. Full-time 
students with jobs may find it difficult 
to attend the projects. But Tanaka 
said, “This program is really accom-

modating.”
	 Professors involved in the pro-
gram can fall back in the hiring pro-
cess because they don’t have time to 
publish books. Hasager said, “While 
(the project) does not benefit the 
teacher’s career, it does benefit the 
student’s career,” in terms of experi-
ence and a good resume.
	 By establishing a support net-
work, Hasager hopes to get compen-
sation for the extra hours teachers 
work on the project.
	 Professors giving their students 
the service-learning option must com-
municate with the administration 
and project coordinators, and they 
must keep track of hours. The project 
requires students to work at least 20 
hours per semester.
	 “It is more work for the profes-
sor,” Hasager said. Most professors 
are more comfortable assigning their 
students a book they read several 
times than participating in a service-
learning project, Hasager said. Still, 
Hasager has found her involvement in 
the program academically rewarding. 
“It’s exciting but also demanding,” 
she said.

	 Transportation can be a problem 
but Kitagawa said, “everyone helps 
out everyone.”
	 Service-learning initiatives at 
UHM have a long way to go, Hasager 
said. “UH is not very organized about 
these issues.” She said KCC is nation-
ally known for its service-learning 
programs while at Manoa, “we’re just 
beginning to think about it.”
	 UHM also lacks collaboration 
between projects that are not publi-
cized on campus. So the ethnic stud-
ies department is spearheading the 
institutionalization of service-learn-
ing at Manoa.
	 Professor Marion Kelly started 
the ahupua`a project when she heard 
of students in other service-learning 
projects helping nurses with the elder-
ly or watching children after school. 
	 Kelly said, “What about teach-
ing them about what Hawaiian cul-
ture was all about?” Kelly said that 
ancient Hawaiians would only change 
the environment out of necessity. And 
for the most part, they enhanced their 
surroundings.
	 “It’s a recognition of what 
nature had for you,” she said. Ancient 
Hawaiians planted a breadfruit forest 
in Kona, creating moisture in a natu-
rally dry area. Kelly said, “Hawaiians 
knew something about their environ-
ment.”
	 Kelly would like to see more 
land in Hawai`i devoted to “agricul-
ture that is meaningful to us.” She 
said, “We should be growing our 
own food, not be dependent on other 
places.”
	 In the meantime, the ahupua`a 
project is making strides teaching 
all students about the environment 
and Hawaiian culture. Padayhag 
has gained respect for the Waikalua 
fishpond and its builders. He said, 
“Hawaiians had such an advanced 
technology creating such a fish-
pond.”
	 A native of Denmark, Hasager 
has spent the last 11 years in Hawai`i. 
“When I first came here, I was sur-
prised how little people were con-
cerned with the environment,” 
Hasager said. She got involved in the 
ahupua`a project because of her work 
in the ethnic studies department.
	 Hasager said, “The environment 
here in Hawai`i is so abused that it’s 
important people get a sense of envi-
ronmental sensibility.” 
	 Padayhag said, “Ultimately, if 
we don’t take care of the land, we 
won’t have anything.”



By John Deboer
Indiana Daily Student (Indiana U.)

	 (U-WIRE) BLOOMINGTON, 
Ind. - As a young girl, Margaret 
Cho always wanted to perform. 
In her book, “I’m the One that I 
Want,” she writes that she would 
smile and show off for people on 
buses because she had learned that 
if you made someone happy, candy 
was sure to follow. But if they 
didn’t smile back, tough luck find-
ing candy.
	 Sadly, growing up in the ‘70s 
did not provide her with many 
Asian role models in the entertain-
ment industry. During her lecture 
Monday night at the Indiana 
University Auditorium, she said 
if she wanted to get parts in 
Hollywood at that time she would 
have had to settle for playing an 
extra in M*A*S*H or a hooker. 
And yes, the phrase, “me love you 
long time,” was used.
	 Therein lies the brilliance of 
Cho’s comedy. She is not afraid to 
take on a preconception that the 
public might have about an issue 
and turn it on its ear. Throughout 
her lecture and the following ques-
tion-and-answer session, she tore 
down many ethnic and sexual ste-
reotypes that exist in our society. 
Speaking in honor of The National 
Day of Silence and Asian Pacific 
Heritage Month, Cho voiced her 
beliefs for the audience, taking on 
powerful topics that often brought a 
hush to the crowd, and then human-
izing them with her razor-sharp wit.
	 At an early age she felt inad-
equate. Her father once told her to 
work on her personality because her 
looks would not take her far. She 
told the audience about how her 
parents constantly made her feel 

misunderstood as a child and she 
lashed out by defying their beliefs. 
She touts herself as the only Korean 
American to ever fail out of high 
school with a 0.6 GPA. She even 
ribbed a young Asian girl sitting in 
the front row for taking notes at the 
lecture. But it was not a racial slam; 
she was simply poking fun at the 
way American society has grouped 
Asians together as a whole.
	 Fighting racism is one of Cho’s 
biggest concerns.
	 “When someone makes a 
comment about race, there is no 
defense,” she said. “It is the utter 
rejection of what holds a person 
together.”
	 While she does not often face 
racism head-on, there was an 
undercurrent in her lecture about 
being considered different from 
the start of her career. It frustrated 
her that Asians were not present 
in the entertainment industry. She 
remarked that the old ‘70s televi-
sion program “Kung Fu” should 
have actually been called, “Um, 
That Guy’s not Chinese.”
	 She also told the audience 
about how she wasn’t allowed on 
“Star Search” when she was first 
beginning her career. Instead she 
had to appear on “Star Search 
International,” or as she called it, 
“Ghetto Star Search.”
	 Even today, as a successful 
entertainer, she faces unintention-
ally asinine questions. During an 
interview after the Sept. 11 attacks, 
a reporter asked her what it was 
like to be a part of the “Axis of 
Evil,” to which she replied, “I’m a 
fucking American goddamnit!”
	 Cho is also a big proponent of 
women’s rights — most importantly 
a woman’s right to feel comfortable 
with who she is as a person. She 

detailed when she was given her 
own television show on ABC net-
work and executives allowed her to 
play herself on the series, as long as 
she lost 30 pounds before it began 
filming. This Hollywood-induced 
eating disorder lingered for four 
years after the show’s cancellation. 
She spiraled into alcoholism and 
depression trying to live up to the 
standards imposed on her by soci-
ety. Today having recovered, she 
now gives a voice to the millions of 
women who feel belittled by soci-
ety for not living up to the impos-
sible standards of beauty it sets.
	 Cho not only rallies for the 
rights of her own sex, but she also 
stands by her friends. A self-desig-
nated “fag hag,” Cho is very vocal 
in promoting the rights of gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered 
citizens.
	 “A government that would deny 
a gay man the right to bridal regis-
try is a fascist one,” she said.
	 During the question-and-answer 
section of the lecture, Cho praised a 
young lesbian woman who is rais-
ing a child with her partner and the 
gay couple that they brought it into 
the world with.
	 “A family should be created 
entirely by choice, by people who 
love one another,” she said.
	 Of herself, Cho said, “I’m not 
gay. I’m not straight. I’m just slutty. 
Where’s my parade?”
	 The brilliance of Cho’s lecture 
was in the way she connected with 
her audience. She embraces her 
Asian heritage, she is a patriotic 
American citizen and is, above all, 
a very funny woman. The diverse 
crowd of young, old, gay, lesbian, 
straight, black, white and Asian 
people embraced her harsh yet 
sunny evaluation of the world.
	 As she said, if she can serve 
as the bridge of understanding 
between San Francisco leather 
queens and old Korean people, 
what can’t she do?
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Cho time: Wit guides this girl
Korean comedienne Margaret Cho 
mouths off about racism, sexuality

 Courtesy Photo

Margaret Cho’s humor and intensity come through in “I’m the One that I 
Want.”

Read Ka Leo everyday

Features Writers Wanted

Is popular culture influential in your life?  Or do you find the underground arts appealing? 
Either way you could get paid to write about your passion! Ka Leo O Hawai`i is looking for 

talented, outgoing individuals to write in our Features section. Writers may apply to write on a 
regular basis or to serve as an occasional contributing columnist. For more information, send 

us an e-mail at 
featuresqueen@yahoo.com.

I’m not gay. I’m not straight. I’m just 
slutty. Where’s my parade?

- Margaret Cho



Budget to repair public schools 
a worthwhile expenditure
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	 Finally ... projects that have 
been withering on the state’s capital 
improvements to-do list for years 
have a chance at getting completed. 
Bravo for a bold move.
	 Most of our older public schools 
have serious structural problems 
somewhere. Many of our schools 
have been around for over 50 years; 
they are deteriorating and not receiv-
ing the funds necessary to maintain 
a functional and safe environment. 
And the more we let these necessary 
projects languish, the more expen-
sive they become by the time we get 
around to fixing them. 
	 The issue of repairs in public 
schools is a serious one that gets 
largely overlooked by Hawaii’s 
populace. It is a matter of safety for 
Hawaii’s school children; what could 
be more important?
	 And structural damage prevents 
the normal operation of our schools 
as well. Entire classrooms have been 
rendered unusable because of struc-

tural damage that does not get fixed; that is one less classroom a school with 
several hundred students can use to accommodate them.
	 In addition to lessening the impact of long-standing repair/maintenance 
problems in our public schools, creating a massive repair program will have 
a bonus: economic stimulus. This money, when pumped into our construc-
tion industry, will help to trickle down from contractors, material providers, 
etc. into our state economy, which could seriously use the push.
	 Spending $195 million on school repairs will not fix the myriad problems 
plaguing our older public schools but it will put a serious dent in a $640 mil-
lion backlog and will set an important precedent for allocating funds necessary 
to fix schools. And while we would rather see some of that money spent to 
supplement any cuts the Department of Education might take, we are glad to 
see that at least the capital improvements budget is being spent on education.

We’re interested in what you have to say. Here are some ideas:
Letters to the Editor
	 If you want to voice your opinion about an article or a letter to the editor that has already been printed, go 
ahead. Letters should be about 300 to 400 words and reference the article it is in response to.
Campus voices
	 If you are concerned about an issue and would like to write a significant amount of text about it, you can do 
that too. Try to keep it about or under 700 words, though. If your submission is too short, it will be included in the 
Letters to the Editor category described above.
Letters can be submitted in two ways:
	  Typed, double spaced, on standard letter sized paper, or
	  By e-mail (please proofread!).
Generally speaking, we like the e-mail option the best. All submissions should 
include your name, major, and class rank. Faculty members: please include your 
department and position. Please remember that we reserve the right to edit sto-
ries. Also, mailed submissions will not be returned.

Editorial Page Editor
1755 Pope Road
Building 31-D

Honolulu, HI 96822
Phone: 956-7043
Fax: 956-9962

THE ISSUE:  The state House 
has approved a $120 million budg-
et for repairs and maintenance of 
Hawaii’s existing public schools; 
this, combined with auxiliary 
funding already set aside for that 
purpose, would bring the total to 
$195 million.
	 This comes at a time when 
Hawai`i public schools are cur-
rently owed a backlog of $640 
million in repairs. The state gener-
ally spends $35 million a year to 
repair/maintain public schools.
	 If approved, this $195 million 
would go to renovate over 60 of 
our older public schools. The state 
Department of Accounting and 
General Services has indicated it 
could start paying about $70 mil-
lion for school repairs each year; 
this is approximately twice the 
amount the Legislature generally 
appropriates. Las Vegas: As real as it gets?

By Ethan Mills
Ka Leo Staff Columnist

	 I recently took a trip to Las 
Vegas, Nev. There is some shame in 
admitting this, but this was the third 
time I have been there. Allow me to 
explain.
	 Las Vegas seems like an 
unlikely place for someone 
like me who claims to reject 
commercialism and excess. It 
really is, I admit. What I love 
about Las Vegas is that, in 
a strange way, it is the most 
honest place in America. It is 
at the same time both a post-
modern farce of America and 
the most accurate reflection 
of our cultural values.
	 Las Vegas out-commer-
cializes and out-excesses 
every city to such a ridicu-
lous degree that it becomes 
a critique of itself. Its billion 
dollar casinos are as cheesy 
as they are awe-inspiring. 
Its lavish use of water and 
electricity in the middle of a 
barren desert makes about as 
much sense as Bush’s energy 
policy. The pyramids, volcanoes and 
pirate battles are as real as “real-
ity-based” television. The romance 
of gambling exceeds the intrigue of 
Wall Street. Las Vegas is a family 
destination founded by vicious gang-
sters who recently relinquished most 
of their control to vicious corpora-
tions. And of course there are entire 
families standing on street corners 
handing out porn ads that end up 
littering the streets with pictures of 
naked women.

	 Although there is a lot to do in 
Vegas besides gambling, it is still true 
that most of the money there swiftly 
flows from the hands of individuals 
to the machines and dealers and just 
as swiftly to the giant corporations 
that own the casinos. This is the gen-
eral trend of our economy, just slight-

ly sped up. The romance of gam-
bling mirrors our cultural hopes 
in the stock market. Putting forth 
money in hope of return is the 

main feature of both, but the gains 
and losses are just a bit faster in 
Vegas than Wall Street. In a cul-
ture obsessed with money and instant 
gratification, it is no wonder we love 
gambling so much.
	 The reality of the unreal is 
nowhere on Earth better expressed 
than in Vegas. It costs about the 
same price to go up into the fake 
Eiffel tower in Vegas as it does to 
go up into the real one in Paris. You 
can walk down the street (weav-

ing between the families handing 
out porn) and take a gondola ride in 
“Venice” and go on to visit Arabia, 
Egypt, Burma, Monte Carlo, New 
York City and Medieval Europe. 
Don’t miss the pirate battle on the 
high seas, scheduled for the 18th 
century, every 90 minutes starting at 
5:30 p.m. It all adds up to a sensory 
overload of unreality that is so exces-
sive it becomes a hyper-reality. And 
who wants reality when you can have 

hyper-reality?
	 Hyper-reality is not limited 
to Vegas. We have “real-
ity-based” TV, the Internet 
and MTV. But Vegas does 
hyper-reality better than any 
of these because when you 
are there, it fully engages 
your senses in a multimedia 
entertainment complex.
	 One of my favorite things 
in Vegas, aside from the cul-
tural Mecca of the Liberace 
Museum, is the Star Trek 
Experience. It’s paradise for 
nerds. There is a small muse-
um of Star Trek artifacts and 
a “time line of the future.” 
The concept of having a 
museum dedicated to a fic-
tional universe is an exam-
ple of the reality of unreal-

ity, but the main attraction is even 
better. It is a ride that ends up being 
more than just a ride. I do not want 
to spoil it, but you are drawn into the 
Star Trek world a little bit. Which 
is a total sensory experience. A few 
minutes later it’s over and they have 

It all adds up to a 
sensory overload of 

unreality that becomes a 
hyper-reality. And who 
wants reality when you 
can have hyper-reality?
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In “Serious leisure reading” (April 15) by Lance Collins, the following 
incorrect statement was made: “Elizabeth Buck used to be at the East-West 
Center.” Elizabeth Buck is still at the East-West Center, and is currently the 
Director for Education Programs. Ka Leo regrets the error.

CORRECTION

See Vegas, page 5
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Vegas: Trip 
proves why 
‘Sin City’ is 
hyper-reality
From page 4

Letters totheEditor
Moral equality 
not the case for 
Israel, Palestine
	 This is in response to 
Christopher Johns’ editorial 
(“Israel’s logic is flawed” April 9).
	 Though there was a lot of use-
ful information in Johns’ view-
point, it is morally flawed in that 
it sympathizes with Palestine. 
Palestine is the initiator of force, 
killing women and children indis-
criminately. 
	 It is a perversion to claim 
that Palestine is acting out in the 
defense of their rights, when their 
aim is to destroy rights. All of the 
Arab countries are run by either 
theocracy, fascism or monarchy 
and do not recognize the rights 
of their own citizens. In contrast, 
Israel is targeted for its virtues: 
democracy, freedom of speech, 
liberty and individual rights. To 
put it simply, Israel and Palestine 
are not morally equal.
	 The new problem is no longer 
just Arafat. The Israeli govern-
ment has him locked up in his 
office and he can’t even dig his 

nose without everyone knowing 
about it. The problem now is Israel’s 
unwillingness to hunt down the ter-
rorists, instead asking Arafat to do 
the job for them. 
	 When al-Qaeda deliberately 

slammed two civilian 
airplanes into the World 

Trade Center, the United 
States didn’t lock the 
Taliban up, turn off its 
electricity and then repeatedly “ask” 
them to catch al-Qaeda.
	 The Mideast crisis reflects the 
worldwide crisis of moral bank-
ruptcy. Israel is expecting the terror-
ists to solve their terrorist problems. 

It is a perversion to 
claim that Palestine 

is acting out in 
defense of their 

rights, when their 
aim is to destroy 

rights

Europe, though it feels guilty about 
the Holocaust, is reluctant to support 
Israel because of its growing Muslim 
population. The United States, which 
should be giving Israel its unequivo-
cal support, is calling for Israel to 
withdraw from its cities. The war 
against terrorism, if it is winnable, 
must be fought by ALL free coun-
tries.

� David Parker
(by e-mail)

senior
psychology

Palestinians, Israeli 
Jews deserve land, 
freedom and peace
	 My fellow, well-informed M. 
Bean wrote an excellent informative 
article (“Israelis deserve a home” 
April 17). And I agree that “misin-
formation is where our racism stems 
from.” As a Muslim of Arab origins, 
she is correct to say that it is a fact 
that Jerusalem is not a holy place 
for Muslims, and I think this idea 
was created by politics and media, 

and now, blindly, many Arabs and 
Muslims believe it. 
	 But to call it “fantasy and wishful 
thinking” is disrespecting a religion. 
Israeli Jews and Palestinians for 
practical purposes deserve their own 
freedom and lands. Suicide bomb-
ers gotta stop, and excuses for them 
must end as well as the Israeli bull-
dozers need to leave the occupied 
lands. 
	 Ariel Sharon is a war criminal 
and Yasser Arafat is a terrorist if he is 
indeed supporting the suicide bomb-
ings (which I personally think he is). 
The Arab world is sleeping because 
of its totalitarian governments and 
they thrive on poverty and spreading 
wrongful hatred towards the West!  
Hammas rules the Palestinians, 
so peace would mean the end of 
Hammas ruling. 
	 In the end, I would like to see 
Palestinians and Israeli Jews living 
peacefully as they did before the 
British colonization. I think it is pos-
sible; it is a matter of mature leaders 
to talk about it, like Golda Meir (an 
Israeli leader) and Anwar Saddat (an 
Egyptian leader) did in the late 1970s.  
I feel that Sharon and Arafat are two 
bullies in a school background try-
ing to see who wins no matter what 
it takes, and that is not leadership.

� Mona Darwich
(by e-mail)

junior
sociology

have your $24.95 and you go to 
“Quark’s Bar” or gamble in the 
“Space Quest Casino.” This is 
indicative of the entire Vegas experi-
ence. While you are there (at least in 
the tourist areas) you are in a fully 
interactive hyper-reality. It’s the 
ideal, total vacation from your home 
reality.
	 One can only wonder what his-
torians of the future will say about a 
society that values hyper-reality as 
much as we seem to. Perhaps they 
will ridicule our shortsightedness 
or maybe they will see it as a soci-
ety coping with a rapidly changing 
world. Perhaps these historians will 
be living completely in hyper-reality 
and will experience early 21st cen-
tury America in an interactive holo-
graphic motion simulator. Perhaps 
they will see that the seeds for the 
inversion of reality and hyper-reality 
sown in the barren desert of Nevada 
in the 20th century have fully yielded 
their unreal fruits.

Everybody says it: Get involved. Ka Leo has a solution. 
Like writing? Become a reporter. 
Like computers? Design our front page. Like surfing the Web? Update our on-line 
edition daily. How about cameras? Shoot breaking news, UH sports or entertain-
ment features. Or are you a leader? Manage staff and assignments as a desk 
editor. 

Read Ka Leo 
daily? Why not 
be a part of it?

Come into the 
Ka Leo offices for more information. We are located across the bookstore 
and applications are available at our front desk. Contact us by e-mail at 
kaleo@kaleo.org or by phone at 956-7043. 

So get involved!

K a Leo 
is also accepting applications for writers for every desk — news, features, 
opinions and sports. Writers can sleuth their own stories or be assigned 
stories by their editors and are not sanctioned to any one desk. Other Ka 
Leo positions available:

• copy editors, our grammar filterers
• photographers, for all desks 
	 (still and fast photography)
• designers
• and web designers, for our on-line site, www.kaleo.org. 

Step into the trenches

Become a Ka Leo editor or associate editor. Applications are currently being 
accepted for Summer 2002. Designate which position you are applying for 
on the application.  Positions:

• Managing Editor
• News Editor
• Features Editor
• Opinions Editor
• Sports Editor
• Photo Editor
• Visual Editor

Applications, resumes and clips are due Monday, April 29.

Lead the way
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For more opportunities and UH-
related events, 

visit our Web site at 
www.kaleo.org/bulletin



By Lucinda Kimsel
Ka Leo Contributing Writer

	 Romantics, scientists and stargaz-
ers alert! Scan the western sky after 
sunset during the next few weeks to 
see Mercury, Venus, Mars, Saturn 
and Jupiter in a heavenly line across 
the sky. 
	 Those who are intrepid enough to 
observe the sky around 4 a.m. with 
a large amateur telescope will be 
rewarded with views of Uranus, 
Neptune and Pluto, allowing them 
to view all eight neighboring 
planets in the same day.
	 Also, be on the lookout 
for passing asteroids and 
a possible sighting of 
Comet Ikeya-Zhang in 
the early morning sky, 
which may be visible with 
binoculars. Comet Ikeya-Zhang is 
thought to have last visited Earth 
in 1661.
	 Space.com columnist Joe Rao 
notes, “By late April, Mercury, 
Venus, Mars and Saturn will all 
bunch up in the western sky just 
after sunset, with bright Jupiter 
also nearby.”
	 Philip Sadler, director of the 
Science Education Department at 
the Harvard Smithsonian Center 
for Astrophysics, said, “There 
will be other opportunities in the 
future to see the planets in differ-
ent configurations, but it won’t 
be anything like this for at least 
another 70 years. This is truly a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience.”
	 The easiest way to locate the 

planets in their current orbital lineup 
is to stand facing south just after 
sunset. Point a finger in the direction 
of the western horizon, in the loca-
tion of the recently set sun. Sweep 
your arm overhead, pointing towards 
the moon or any planet you see. 
Continue sweeping in an arc toward 
the eastern horizon. Mercury, Venus, 
Mars, Saturn and Jupiter are all cur-
rently located along this imaginary 
line.
	 During these next few weeks, 
Venus will appear as a bright dot in 
the lower western sky at sunset. Look 
to the lower right to find the pink-
hued Mercury, which is currently at 
its most visible position in the sky for 
the year. 
	 Locate Mars and Saturn by look-
ing up and to the left of Venus. A few 
hours after sunset, Venus sets, 
and Jupiter, found in the 
constellation Gemini, 

becomes more noticeable, appearing 
like an illuminated star.
	 Weather permitting, Thursday, 
April 18 will be an excellent night 
for sky gazing. You will spy Jupiter if 
you look to the lower left of the cres-
cent moon. 
	 Mercury will be highly visible, 
and its glow will compete with the 
most vivid star in the sky, Sirius. 
Find Mars to the left of the Pleiades, 
the marvelous “Seven Sisters” star 
group.
	 Although it is a common supersti-
tion that planetary alignments gener-
ate problems on earth such as tidal 
waves and floods, there is absolutely 
no scientific basis for these fears. 
	 Probably the only annoyance the 
planetary lineup could cause would 
be realizing you had missed viewing 
the spectacular sight, because the 
next opportunity will not arise until 
the year 2040.
	 More wondrous sights are in store 
in May. On May 5, Venus, Mars and 
Saturn will appear in the night sky 
in a triangle formation to the west. 
The triangle of planets will be visible 
from just about everywhere on Earth. 
On May 10, Mars and Venus will 
appear in extremely close proximity 
to one another.
	 To illustrate the positions of the 
planets on their elliptical pathways, 
Space.com’s Senior Science Writer 
Robert Roy Britt said, “If you could 
fly into space and view our solar 
system from above in early May, you 
would see that Earth and four of the 
other innermost planets are all lined 
up in a row.”
	 For sky maps and more informa-
tion, visit www.space.com/space-
watch or www.bishopmuseum.org/
planetarium or check out the latest 
issue of “Sky and Telescope” maga-
zine. For more stargazing, remember 
to check out Windward Community 
College’s new Imaginarium planetari-
um. Call 235-7321 for show times.
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Planet alignment an out-of-
this-world experience
Look up now: 
You won’t see 
this phenomenon 
again until 2040

Andrew Shimabuku • Ka Leo O Hawai‘i

Local high school student Kurt Nishimura catches some air at Makiki 
State Park Wednesday afternoon.

Hang time!
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1 Pepperdine

8 CS-Northridge

April 20 April 25 April 27

5 Stanford

MPSF Champion

4 BYU

3 UCLA

6 UC Santa Barbara

7 Long Beach State

2 Hawai‘i

2002 MPSF Volleyball 
TOURNAMENT

Andrew Shimabuku • Ka Leo O Hawai‘i

Warrior mascot Vili Fehoko revs up the crowd at the volleyball game 
against BYU.

Warriors! UH baseball to play Rice

By Daniel Nunes
Ka Leo Staff Writer

	 The University of Hawai`i base-
ball team (14-24, 3-9 WAC) is in 
Houston, Texas this weekend for a 
three-game series against the third-
ranked Rice Owls (31-8, 14-1).
	 “We’ve got to be at the top of our 
game,” junior right-hand pitcher Chris 
George said. “We’ve got to pitch well 
and scratch out a few runs to have a 
chance.”
	 “They’re one of the elite teams 
in the country,” said UH head coach 
Mike Trapasso. “They really have no 
weaknesses. They’ve got great pitch-
ing and hitting.”
	 Trapasso said that although the 
Owls swept the ‘Bows the last time 

the two teams met, he won’t be mak-
ing any big changes to the lineup.
	 “They’re more talented than we 
are, so we just have to go out there 
and play,” said Trapasso. “We’ll have 
to play our best games and hope 
they’ll have their worst.”
	 George is slated to start in today’s 
opening game, while Sean Yamashita 
and Ricky Bauer will pitch the next 
two.
	 “They are probably the best hitting 
team from top to bottom that we’ve 
faced this season,” said George. “But 
if we play our game and play tough, 
we should be all right.”
	 Quickly becoming the ‘Bows most 
effective starting pitcher, George is 
currently striking out 10.5 batters per 
game, good for second in the Western 
Athletic Conference. He also has 
a team-best 4-2 record with a 5.33 
ERA.
	 A bright spot in Hawaii’s game 
play has been the performance of 
junior third baseman Brent Cook. 
Cook has been tearing it up all sea-
son, leading the team with a batting 
average of .340, 28 scored runs, an on 

base percentage of .458 and 15 stolen 
bases in 16 attempts.
	 As a team, the ‘Bows are sixth in 
the WAC in hitting, fifth in pitching, 
and third in fielding.
	 The Hawai`i team has been on 
the road for a little over a week, 
having left Hawai`i last Wednesday. 
However, Trapasso said the team is 
not road weary.
	 Coming off one win and two 
losses during last week’s series at 
Louisiana Tech, the ‘Bows hope to up 
their standings in the WAC. Predicted 
to place fifth in a WAC preseason 
coaches poll, UH currently holds last 
place.
	 The only series the ‘Bows won 
this season was a three-game sweep 
of UCLA back in February. The Owls 
swept Hawai`i in a three-game series 
on March 8-10.
	 “We had a lead late in the game 
and let it get away,” said Trapasso. 
“We probably haven’t been the same 
since. It kind of took the wind out of 
our sails. We’ve struggled ever since.”
 	 Hawai`i trails the all-time series 
against Rice, 5-16.

Tougher, smarter Lelie ready to hear NFL draft results 
By Cedric Ranchez
Ka Leo Copy Editor

	
	 In less than three days, the life 
of former University of Hawai`i 
wide receiver Ashley Lelie will 
change forever. 
	 On Saturday the NFL begins 
its 2002 drafts. Several football 
draft experts predict Lelie to be 
a middle or late first-round pick, 
ensuring him a spot on a pro team.
	 With a bright and prosperous 
NFL life ahead of him in the very 

near future, Lelie is surprisingly 
relaxed and focused.
	 Training is what has prepared 
Lelie for the pressure of enter-
ing NFL football. Since he first 
left Hawai`i three months ago to 
declare himself in the draft, Lelie 
has constantly been working out.
	 “I haven’t really done anything 
extraordinary, just lifting and eat-
ing. All I have to do is just lift, eat 
and sleep,” said Lelie. “Not like 
lift and eat then go to school or 
dates or anything like that. I have 

more time to just work out.”
	 His hard work has paid off; he 
put on about 15 pounds of muscle 
while still maintaining his fero-
cious speed. At 6’3” and weighing 
in at around 200 pounds, Lelie is 
even more imposing than ever.
	 “I have more time to rest and 
recover from my workouts, so I 
grew faster,” said Lelie.
	 Not only has he grown in size, 
but Lelie has gained wisdom. 
After leaving UH early to enter 
the pro draft, Lelie has about a 

year and a half left of school, 
which this history major plans to 
complete.
	 In a previous Q&A session 
on ESPN.com, Lelie said, “After 
football, I want to be a high 
school teacher and a high school 
football coach. I want to teach 
history. I guess you could say I’m 
kind of a history buff.”
	 Although he has focused and 
worked hard to become one of the 
premiere prospects in the draft, 
Lelie is mature enough to realize 

that worrying about what team will 
pick him is a waste of time.
	 “I can’t stand being asked who 
I think I’ll go to because I don’t 
know,” said Lelie. “It’s not really 
up to me where I go. It doesn’t 
matter, anyone will do.”
	 Despite his relaxed attitude, 
Lelie admits that he will be excited 
on Saturday.
	 “The day of the draft, I’ll be 
a little tense and nervous,” said 
Lelie. “But right now I’m relaxed.”

On Saturday, fans can listen to the live broadcast of the University of Hawai‘i men’s volleyball team’s Mountain 
Pacific Sports Federation tournament opening round match against Long Beach State 

on Rainbow Sports Radio (KCCN 1420 AM) at 7 p.m. or log on to uhathletics.hawaii.edu. Andrew Shimabuku • Ka Leo O Hawai‘i

UH volleyball player Delano Thomas goes up to block Rafael Paal of the 
BYU Cougars during Friday’s match.

‘Bows hope to 
catch Owls off 
guard this time

April 20, 25, 27, 2002


