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Hale ~lohalu is our land. 
The docum ents prove it. 
Our suffering and blood 
has touched the aina. It 
is the payment that has 
been rendered from us. 
:'.'io longer ,v.ill we be 
used! \Ve will no longer 
submit! ~ ot no,v, and · 
never again! 

Statement of Hale 
.lfohalu patients' 

position, 1978. 

Time and the ra-vages of 
Hansen 's Disease have re­

duced to three the number of 
leprosy patients who still 
occupy Hale Mohal u, more th _an 
four years afte r the state 
Department of Health closed 
what was a state .hospital there . 

The old hospital's three 
remainh1g occrnpants, all in tiheir 
50s and SOs. celebrated , 
Christma~ in lihe PearJ €it•Y 

With the generator that lights Hale Mohalu are its last residents - from left, 
Frank Duarte, Clarence Na1a and Bernard Punikaia. 
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Hale Mohalu: 
Hanging in there . 

cited as unsafe for use as a 
hospital. 

Lepr~y patients argue to this 
day that ~he state took over the 
facility in 1956 but spen t little 
to maintain it, in effect welching 
on a written agreement with 
federal authorities to do so. 

Yuen said me state had 
intended to renovate the facility 
in the late 1960s and even 
persuaded the Legislature to 
appropriate the funds. But when .. .., .. 
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ume since they cho se t.o def.y 
the statt, 'c,; r elocating of Hale 
)ilohalu s pat:1ents to ~ ahi 
Hospital on Diamond Hea d. 

A few friends and supporters 
gathere d F riday night for a now 
traditional Christmas Eve 
religious service ·under electric 
hghts powered by a gasoline 
gener ator. 

Afterward, said protest leader . 
Bernard Punikaia, the group 
enjoyed another Hale Mohalu 
yule tradition: home..:made 
Portuguese soup. It was heated 
on a Coleman stove, as is all the 
food prepared by the dissident 
patient s. 

Although Punika,ia, 52, Frank 
1 Duarte, 66, an d Clarence Naia, 

'54. are the last of a dozen or so 
lepros y pat ients who have 
refused to leave Hale Mohalu 
s mce 1978. they are far from 
alone in their str.uggle and not 

I 
without hope of eventually 
wmning their batfle with the 
.state. 

I And for what they lack in 
amenities, they more than make 
up for in friends and supporters. 
•·r still believe in Santa Claus," 

\ 
said Pun ikaia. a grin on his face. 
··r believe the good people will 
come out OK." 

Al though they have lost three 
,legal skirm ishes m Honolulu's 
federal court s since 1978, their 
attorneys ar e now asking the 
9th Circuit Court of Appeals in 
San Franci sco to take over the 
case and rule in their favor. 

In two previous appeals of 
adverse decisions in Honolulu's 
!e deral court s, the higher court 
,has, in effect, agreed with the 
patients and remanded the case 

I 
to local judges for further 

- hearings. 
I After the most recent decision 

m March, in which Judge 
Martin Pence concluded the 
patients' claim s against the state 
were "entir ely without merit," 
the Hale Mohalu attorney!' once 
again turned to the San 
Francisco appeals court. 

This time, they asked that the 
, higher court rule for the 

f 
patients because they say they 
cannot receive a fair hearing 

i from any of the federal judges 
in Honolulu. 

The state ha s no plans to 
stage a pre emptive strike 
against the occupiers before the• 
legal skirmi shing ends, said 
Michael Lilly , first deputy 
attorney general, who has lived 
with the case since its 
beginnings. 

• 

Clarence Na1a and friend. If the state and the patients can't reach a settlement, time and age will ultimately settle the dispute. 
. . 

The state employs three 
"sec1,1rity guard s" who oversee 
the 11-acre site at night but do 
not interfere with the patients. 
Punikaia said relations with the 
guards are frien dly "but they 
don't have the right t0 walk in" 
the Clinton bmlding without his 
permi ssion. 

Lilly, in discussions last week. 
sounded as assured as his 
adversarie s that the state will 
eventually prevail in its eviction 
effort s and tear down the 
"termite-ridden" building s. 
• Leahi Hospital, he maintained, 
is a "beautiful facilil y" which 
other leprosy patien ts find equal 
to or better than Hale Mohalu. 
A former nur ses' cottage was 
converted for patient s' use after 
critics complained about livmg 
in a ward-like setting. 

Lilly reiterated the state's 
position that the cost of 
renovating Hale Mohalu would 
be "prohibitive ." 

He also repeated the state' s 
position that there are no plan s 
for the use of the property, 
which is consider ed prime real 
estate worth maPly millions of 
dollars. 

Punikaia and other s, however, 
say the Ariyo shi administration 
has all along wanted th e 
patient s out so that the land can 
be developed either by the state 
or sold to private builder s at an 
enormou s profit . 

Regardle~s of the merit$ of 
the dispute, the Hale 

Mohal -u protest has become 
notewor,thy because of its 
length: It is also unique because 
the protesters are Hansen's . 
Disease patients, who until 
recent years were true outcasts 
m Hawaii. 

Beginning in the 19th century, 
leprosy patients in Hawaii Were 
exiled to the Kalaupapa 
peninsula on Molokai where 
they were largely left to their 
own devices. 

It wasn't until after World 
War II that the disfiguring 
disease was brought under 
control with the use of new 
drugs. Eventually, leprosy 
patients were allowed to leave 
Molokai if they wiShed. Many 
chose to stay in the shelter of 
Kalaupapa because of their fear 
of outsiders and shame over 
their disfigurement. 

As time passed, some patients 
settled in communities around 
the islands while others, in need 
of more medical care, commuted 
to Oahu and stayed at the Kalihi 
Quarantine Station. 

In 1956, the territory took 
over the 11-acre Hale Mohalu 
complex, a collection of World 
\Var II bar-racks l)uilt by the 
Navy for women in the service . 
It sits in Pearl City, less than a 
mile from Pearl Harbor, on a 
gently sloping hill dotted with 
coconut trees. 

Pearl City stream, encased in 
a concrete ditch, passe s through 
the property, giving.it a park­
-like setting .. Though within 
sight of Kamehameha Highway 
and an elevated portion of the 
H-1 freeway, the setting is 
remarkably quiet. 

ln applying for the surplus 
federal property, the territorial 
Board of Health stated: "Thi s 
real property will be used by 
tne Territory of Hawaii on a 
permanent basis for a Hansen 's 
Disease hospital facilit y." 

In 1977, t:he then state Health 
Director George Yuen concluded 
that Hale Mohalu was no longer 
a safe haven for leprosy patients 
and announced that the patient 
population was to be transferred 
to Leahi. 

Immediately there was 
opposition to the move from a 
group of patients, the most 
outspoken of whom was 
Punikaia. They accused Yuen 
and the Health Department of 
arbitrarily deciding to move the 
mostly old and infirm patients 
without consulting them . 

Further, Punikaia complained 
that Leahi was the wrong place 
for leprosy patients to live. In 
1978, he called Leahi ,a "prison" 
without the home-like qualities 
of the rambling old wood-frame 
building s at Hale Mohalu. 

Hale Mohalu, Yuen and other 
officials pointed out, was a 
termite-ridden firetrap which 
city inspectors had repeatedly 

reaommem ;tea tr anst err.mg une 
patient s to L eahi. t)le renovation 
plan s were scrapped . 

A fter months of court bat­
tles, events came to a 

head on Sept. 1, 1978, when 
state workers, in a "dawn raid," 
cut essential services . Nurse s 
were ordered to withdraw. 
Patients were told that if they 
wanted any further care, they 
had to move to Leahi. 

The action brought a storm of 
prote st onto the head s of Yuen 
and Gov. George Ariyoshi, who 
had publicly backed the decision 
to close the hospital. 

A total of 13 patients then 
living at Hale Mohalu refused to 
move. To the surpr ise of many 
state officials, the . group seemetl 
to survive and thrive on the 
donations of hundreds of 
supporter s. 

Punikaia, with the aid of 
supporters like then state Rep . 
Neil Abercromb ie, formea the 
Hale Mohalu Ohana and 
organized various fund-ra ising 
events. Among them have been 
luaus, rallies and a calandar 
which included various historic 
photos of leprosy patients dating· 
back to the 19th century. 

"When we put together the 
first calandar, I never expected 
we'd be putt ing out one five 
years later," said Punikaia 
recently. If 2,000 can be sold 
this year , it 'll mean $~,000 to 
helR keep the three remaining 
patients alive in the cavernous 
Clinton Building. 

Time, seemingly endless 
court hearings, decisions 

and appeals, as well as public 
apathy have resulted in the 
Hale Mohalu issue disappearing 
f ram the public mind. 

"There's not a lot of loose 
cash floating around, what with 
the recession," Punikaia noted. 
"It takes money to keep people 
interested . It take s money to 
inform them of what's going 
on.'' 

Ultimately, if no settlement 1s 
reached in the courts, time and 
age will settle the dispute. 

"Have patience," wrote 
Kalaupapa leprosy patient Anita 
Una earlier thi s year, "for most 
of us do not have much longer 
to be around ." -


