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UH Student Ambassadors
Global Dialogue on
Accessibility

By Hugh Dunn
dunnh@hawaii.edu

Center on Disability Studies

Photo: Executive meeting with nine people from HKNU, UH Mānoa, and CDS smiling.

This past January, the Center on Disability Studies (CDS) hosted a visiting
delegation of faculty and students from Hankyong National University
(HKNU) located in Anseong, Korea. Through a series of three meetings,
CDS and HKNU engaged in focused discussions on strengthening
international collaboration in the areas of disability research, campus
accessibility, and universal design in higher education The HKNU visit was
made possible through more than a year of partnership-building
conversations and coordination with HKNU representatives, led by Kiriko
Takahashi. 
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A centerpiece of the visit was the
CDS Student Ambassador Program.
With the support of a small
foundation grant, CDS program
leaders employed an application
process through which they
selected four University of Hawai‘i
System student ambassadors to
participate in cross-cultural
discussions focused on disability,
accessibility, and universal design
in higher education. Reflecting on
her motivation for participating,
student ambassador Mikiʻala Okuda
shared that what drew her to the
program was:

“...the chance to further my ʻike (knowledge) in cultural exchange
while also connecting with the disability community I am part of but
not deeply connected to.”

Photo: Students and staff working on interactive
activities fostering conversations and idea-sharing.

On January 23, 2026, the four ambassadors and sixteen HKNU students met at
the College of Education to engage in structured, interactive activities fostering
conversations and idea-sharing, culminating in concrete, student-informed
recommendations for improving accessibility in learning environments, campus
services, and everyday navigation of university spaces. Key themes that
emerged through small group affinity mapping were improving:

learning environments, 

strengthening campus services and
communication,

enhancing physical access and
infrastructure,

and making everyday campus life more
navigable, usable, and inclusive for
students with diverse needs.

“I enjoyed participating in such a supportive
and attentive environment,” said HKNU
student, Celine Choi. “It was wonderful to
exchange ideas and learn from peers from
different backgrounds.”

Photo: Hugh & Kiriko leading class discussion.



Photo: Five HKNU students and faculty Hye-Jin Park in discussion.

UH student ambassador, Sohyeon Lee noted:

“It was really awesome to see a group
of young undergraduate students
with different abilities and English
proficiency working together and
supporting each other.” 

Student ambassador, Jenny Brown, added: 

“Today’s event had a range of stakeholders. Each one had their own valid
and unique experiences that shaped the discussion needed to provide
inclusive and comprehensive solutions.”

Partnership-building and next steps

The ambassador convening complemented additional leadership meetings held
during the HKNU delegation visit. CDS Director Meghan Miller and CDS
Associate Faculty member Kiriko Takahashi, along with Hugh Dunn and the
College of Education’s Operations Coordinator, Kaori Burkart, met with HKNU
counterparts and UH System executive leaders to discuss advancing a draft
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The MOU is intended to support
continued collaboration, including future exchanges, shared academic
resources, potential joint research, and participation in conferences. HKNU
Team Leader, Yunwoo Lee, commented, “We believe our collaboration will
create new opportunities for students and valuable experiences for educators.
We hope it will serve as a positive global model for inclusive education.”

Looking ahead
The CDS Student Ambassador
Program highlighted the value of
international partnership models
grounded not only in institutional
alignment, but also in student voice,
lived experience, and collaborative
problem-solving. Summarizing this
shared commitment between CDS
and HKNU, Okuda observed:

“Regardless of culture or
disability, we all want to live

our best lives.”

Photo: Group photo of HKNU and CDS. PAGE 04
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