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Introduction

The purpose of this research is to introduce readers to 

the Mahō Shōjo genre, translated as the “Magical Girl” 

genre. With the rekindling of nostalgic stories brought 

on by the “Magical Girl” genre, today’s libraries are 

embracing and bringing in more manga—or graphic 

novels—on the subject. 

Terms and Definitions

Shōjo – Young woman or little girl, usually within the 

age range of 7-18 years old. Pronounced with a long o, 

also written as the following: Shoujo or Shojo.  

Kanji: (少女)

Hiragana: (しょうじょ)

Mahō Shōjo – Translates as Magical Girl.  Also written 

as the following: Mahou Shoujo or Maho Shojo. 

Kanji: (魔法少女)
Moé – Descriptive word meaning cute, adorable. 

Kanji: (萌え)

Manga – Japanese graphic novels or comic books.

Hiragana: (まんが)

Books to Read

Passionate Friendship: The Aesthetics of Girls' Culture in Japan

Summary: Analyzes the history and popular culture of prewar magazines 

in Japan and how the trend influenced post-war Shōjo manga. While not 

focusing primarily on the magical girl genre, Passionate Friendship

provides an introduction to understanding long-rooted aesthetics seen in 

the Shōjo genre today.

Genre: Art and Visual Culture

Author: Deborah Michelle Shamoon

Publication Date: Published in English in 2012

Publisher: University of Hawai'i Press

Straight from the Heart: Gender, Intimacy, and the Cultural 

Production of Shōjo Manga

Summary: Explains how manga is the foundation of Japanese popular 

culture and how Shōjo manga influenced Japanese girls' culture during 

and throughout the post-war era. This is to be used as an understanding 

tool in tandem with reading and understanding Shōjo manga.

Genre: Gender Studies

Author: Jennifer Sally Prough

Publication Date: Published in English in 2010

Publisher: University of Hawai'i Press

The Moé Manifesto: An Insider’s Look at the Worlds of Manga, 

Anime, and Gaming

Summary: The Moé Manifesto offers an up-to-date look at the Moé side of 

popular culture encompassing Anime, Manga, and Video Games. 

Interviews by authors, illustrators, voice actors, as well as scholars offer a 

wonderful perspective to the evolution of Shōjo and Moé.  

Genre: Popular Culture, Art and Visual Culture

Author: Patrick W. Galbraith

Publication Date: Published in English in 2014

Publisher: Tuttle Publishing 
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Popular Trends

Popular trends within the Mahō Shōjo genre include reincarnation, sacrifice for 

loved ones, and crime fighting as well as romance, school, and growing up. 

Recently, the reboot of popular anime Sailor Moon and the dark themes of 

Puella Magi Madoka Magica has brought a resurgence of the magical girl.

Library of Congress Subject Headings

• Comic books, strips, etc.

• Graphic novels

• Comic books, strips, etc. – Japan – Translations into English

• Comic books, strips, etc. – Japan – History and criticism

• Graphic novels – Japan – Translations into English  

• Girls – Books and reading – History 
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Where to find Manga?

University of Hawaii Libraries

http://www.hawaii.edu/libraries/

Hawaii State Public Libraries 

http://hawaii.sdp.sirsi.net/client/default/

mailto:kadc@hawaii.edu
http://www.hawaii.edu/libraries/
http://hawaii.sdp.sirsi.net/client/default/
http://www.amazon.com/Revolutionary-Girl-Utena-Vol-Till/dp/1569319642
http://www.amazon.com/Revolutionary-Girl-Utena-Vol-Till/dp/1569319642
http://www.amazon.com/Ceres-Celestial-Legend-Vol-Aya/dp/1569319804
http://www.amazon.com/Ceres-Celestial-Legend-Vol-Aya/dp/1569319804
http://www.amazon.com/Fate-night-Volume-Night-Tokyopop/dp/1427810370
http://www.amazon.com/Fate-night-Volume-Night-Tokyopop/dp/1427810370
http://www.darkhorse.com/Books/16-763/Magic-Knight-Rayearth-Omnibus-Edition
http://www.darkhorse.com/Books/16-763/Magic-Knight-Rayearth-Omnibus-Edition
http://www.amazon.com/Cardcaptor-Sakura-Authentic-Manga-Volume/dp/1591828783
http://www.amazon.com/Cardcaptor-Sakura-Authentic-Manga-Volume/dp/1591828783
http://www.vertical-inc.com/books/princessknight.html
http://www.vertical-inc.com/books/princessknight.html

