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Message from CJS Director 

  A ninja revealed himself on cam-
pus over Spring Break, along with 
a noted researcher on the lesser 
known history of Shinobi. On 
March 12 Professor Yuji Yamada 
of Mie University and Jinichi Ka-
wakami, Head of the Koga Ninja 
Clan gave a public lecture and 
demonstration at the Center for 
Korean Studies. Professor Yamada 
began the afternoon by discussing 
how the mainstream popular cul-
ture conceptualization of ninjas is 
largely the product of movies and 
manga, spending time to discuss the 
historical roots of shinobi. Mr. Kawakami followed with an exciting 
and interactive demonstration, showing off a variety of meditation 
techniques, tools of the trade such as throwing needles and strength 
and flexibility movements (at one point even inviting an audience 
member on stage to feel his shoulder as his dislocated it from its 
socket). It was a unique, educational experience for all in attendance.  

The Truth About Ninja: A Comparison of the Historical 
Shinobi and Ninja as a Cultural Phenomenon 

 

 
As can be 

seen in the 

content of 

this news-

letter, 2016--

17 was a 

busy year for 

the Center for 

Japanese 

Studies and 

its affiliated 

faculty, staff 

and students.  

 

One thing that stands out upon reflecting back on the 

past year is the unusually large number of opportuni-

ties to co-sponsor cultural events for the general pub-

lic that the center was able to take advantage of. The 

year kicked off in a very big way with John Szostak’s 

ambitious and ground breaking Imayō exhibit (in col-

laboration with the Honolulu Museum of Art). It was 

followed by a workshop and lecture series on rare 

books (EALL with the National Institute of Japanese 

Literature), a series of seminar presentations by invit-

ed scholars specializing in Japanese visual arts 

(made possible through the good offices of visiting 

scholar Pauline Ota), a demonstration of ninja tech-

niques (emceed by Mark McNally), a rakugo perfor-

mance (with Japanese Consulate), and Julie Iezzi’s 

kyōgen production. All were well received and attend-

ed. A second noteworthy trend was increased ex-

change events for undergraduates, with CJS and the 

Japanese Culture Club hosted visiting delegations 

from the Ainu Club of Sapporo University, Ehime high 

schools and Kyushu University. 2016-17 was also the 

first year of a three-year Japan Foundation-funded 

exchange and collaboration project that saw Japa-

nese Studies faculty visiting universities in Indonesia, 

the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand and CJS host-

ing incoming faculty and graduate students from the 

Philippines and Singapore. All of this was on top of 

our usual seminar presentations, outreach programs, 

and cutting edge academic activity by our faculty and 

students, only a small part of which we are able to 

feature here. 

 

Thank you all for your support in making possible. We 

will try our best to make 2017-18 another bumper 

year for the CJS community!  

                                                                  - Lonny Carlile  

Rakugo comes to UHM campus 

  In March, UHM was treated to a free performance from veteran 
Rakugo performer Yanagiya Sankyo. A 400-year old tradition of sto-
rytelling in Japan, Mr. Yanagiya’s performance was given in Japanese 
and subtitled in English. Members of the UHM community also par-
ticipated, with local 
students from taking 
on roles and perform-
ing in separate English 
language performances. 
The Orvis auditorium 
was packed and full of 
laughter the whole 
evening. This event 
was sponsored by CJS 
as well as the Consu-
late General of Japan 
in Honolulu and the 
Japan Agency for  
Cultural Affairs. 

Mr. Yanagiya (kneeling, 2nd from left) poses with 
UHM student performers 

Ninja master Jinichi Kawakami 

http://www.hawaii.edu/cjs


 

   On October 10th,  Dr. Chelsea Foxwell, Professor of Art 
at University of Chicago gave a talk entitled, “Japanese Art 
and the Global Stage: Notes from the Nineteenth Century”. 
Dr. Foxwell’s engaging talk focused on the notion of a new 
wave of history of Japonisme—the late nineteenth-century 
fascination with Japanese art and history— emerging in the 
last 15 years. Her discussion of contemporary artists and 
their global reception identified a tension between the pop-
ularity the artists have received versus the expectation of 
western audiences for contemporary art to “look” Japanese. 
Dr. Foxwell’s talk meshed very well with the other major art
-related event happening on campus—the Imayō exhibit (see 
page 4) with some artists in the exhibition being brought up 
in the lecture.  

  In November, visiting scholar, Dr. Pauline Ota (DePauw 
University) gave a talked entitled, “With Fresh Eyes: 
Maruyama Okyo’s Re-visualization of Kyoto Cityscapes.” 
Filled with a number of colorful and engaging prints and 
paintings, Dr. Ota’s talk was an exploration on how Okyo’s 
depictions of Kyoto demonstrate the impact of viewing 
implements such as the telescope and treaties on vision. 
Additionally, she discussed how audiences at the time may 
have viewed Okyo’s work as tourists taking in a landscape 
of the capital.  
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Ainu Dance 

  A visit from a group of Sapporo University students turned 
Kuykendall Hall into a dance celebration when they visited in 
March. Students from the Sapporo University Urespa Project, 
came and gave a demonstration of traditional Ainu dance and 
song to UHM’s Japanese Cultural Club. ‘Urespa,’ which means 
‘mutual nurturing’ in Ainu, was certainly felt between both 
groups. After the Urespa groups gave their performance, stu-
dents from JCC organized a game that had everyone involved 
sharing facts about their hometown and life as students. After 
a large group dance, the afternoon ended with laughter and 
conversation over pizza. 

Fall CJS Seminars 
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CJS Assistant Director Gay Satsuma, Dr. Foxwell  
and Prof. John Szostak of the Art Department 

 

Dr. Ota giving her lecture 

  On May 9, the School of Pacific & Asian Studies (SPAS) host-
ed a panel briefing on security issues in Northeast Asia to a 
group of 12 journalists from countries of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). The group were on a tour 
arranged and sponsored by the U.S. Dept. of State's Foreign 
Press Center. They began their tour in Honolulu, proceeded to 
Japan, and ended in Korea. During the tour, participants met 
with various groups that work on regional security, including 
officials, academics, and nongovernmental agencies. The panel 
moderator was Asian Studies Prof. Reginald Kwok.  
  
Photo: Drs. Eric Harwit (Prof. of Asian Studies & Faculty in Center for Chinese 
Studies), Lonny Carlile (Associate Prof. of Japanese/Asian Studies & Director 
for CJS) and Sang-Hyop (Prof. of Economics & Director of the Center for Kore-
an Studies), and some of the visiting journalists.  

SPAS Briefing with ASEAN Journalists 
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Karen Fraser 

  As part of CJS’ seminar series, Dr. Karen Fraser, Professor 
of Art + Architecture at the University of San Francisco gave 
a talk in April, entitled “Conceptualizing Photography in 
Meiji Japan.” Dr. Fraser’s talk focused on the impact that 
photography had on the development of Japan during the 
Meiji period, as both an art form as well as a mode of docu-
mentation. She focused her discussion through an examina-
tion of a single commercial photography studio in Kyushu, 
and traced connections between photography and five as-
pects of contemporary society: science, commerce, politics, 
popular culture, and art. Filled with vivid photographs from 
the era, the talk was a great success and sparked several great 
questions from the audience.  

 
  We were fortunate to have former CJS 
faculty and associate director Dr. Glenda 
Roberts back on campus in February to 
give a talk on her recent research. Dr. 
Roberts, who is currently a professor at 
the Graduate School of Asia-Pacific 
Studies at Waseda University, read from 
her paper entitled “Marriage at Mid-life: 
Marriage, intimacy and well-being for 

middle-aged salarywomen in contemporary Japan.” This re-
search looks at how modern ‘salarywomen’ view the notion 
of well-being in terms of their spousal relations after years of 
marriage and child-rearing. This project is an extended effort 
for Dr. Roberts, as she explained that the initial stages of the 
project began in 2003 during the Q&A session.  

Glenda Roberts 
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  Dr. Yuichiro Imanishi, 
the Director-General of 
The National Institue of 
Japanese Literature (NIJL) 
visited UHM in February. 
Dr. Imanishi, a specialist 
in early Japanese literature, 
gave a lecture on entitled, 
“The Plot of the Tale of 
Genji and the Emperor 
System.”  
 
  In his talk, Dr. Imanishi’s 
explored the famous Japa-
nese monogatari in an inno-
vative way, trying to un-

ravels how this tale, which depicts imperial succession 
with such disrespect, came to be written. In addition to 
CJS, the event was sponsored by the National Institute of 
Japanese Literature, the UHM East Asian Languages & 
Literature Department and the UHM Library. It was very 
well attended. 

NIJL Director-General’s talk on The Tale of Genji  

Ed and Ran Ying Porter 

  This April CJS welcomed Dr. Ed Porter, former Dean 
of the School and Pacific and Asian Studies, and his wife 
Ms. Rin Yan Porter to campus where they gave a talk 
about their book they co-authored entitled, “Japanese 
Reflections on World War II and the American Occupa-
tion.” The book presents up-close account of the effects 
of World War II and the subsequent American occupa-
tion on Oita prefecture, through firsthand accounts from 
more than forty Japanese men and women who lived 
there. The Porters explained how they developed rela-
tionships with their interviewees and what led them to 
take on the challenge of compiling such a important, but 
very personal, work of historical ethnography. The Toki-
oka Room was well attended, with a wide range of stu-
dents and scholars coming to hear about the book and 
the story of its making.  
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Ehime Governor Visits SPAS 

  On Feb. 7, UHM SPAS Dean R. Anderson Sutton greeted Ehime Governor Tokihiro Nakamura and a delegation 
of dignitaries from Ehime Prefecture. Ehime and Hawaii are sister states, a friendship that was established after the 
tragic incident on Feb. 9, 2001, when the U.S. Navy Submarine USS Greeneville collided with the Uwajima Fisher-
ies High School Training Ship "Ehime-maru" in the sea off Diamond Head. Nine crew members and students 
aboard the Ehime Maru lost their lives. The incident created a rift between Japan and the U.S. In an effort to repair 
relations, Ehime and Hawaii created a number of cultural exchange programs. One of the programs is the annual 
summer internship program for two UHM students to work in the Ehime Prefecture International Center (EPIC). 
The program started in Summer 2006 and so far, 22 UHM students have participated in the program. Ehime funds 
the two students to fly to Matsuyama City in Ehime Prefecture, Shikoku, and to live for 8 to 10 weeks in the sum-
mer. The two interns visit schools, teach lessons about Hawaii, and help other activities of EPIC. Ehime Prefecture 
partners with the Japan America Society of Hawaii and UHM CJS. CJS advertises the position and helps to screen 
applicants.  

 

   

  Courtney Choy (BBA, Marketing, Management, and Interna-
tional Business triple major) and Kara Nakagawa (BA, Japa-
nese and Psychology double major) participated in the EPIC 
program this summer, as cultural ambassadors from UHM.  

Ms. Choy and Ms. Nakagawa on their experience: 

 I am so grateful for the opportunity to have represented Ha-

waii as a 2017 intern under the Ehime Hawaii Internship Pro-

gram, serving as an ambassador of Hawaii through cross cul-

tural exchanges with the people of Ehime. Through this experi-

ence my Japanese language skills greatly improved, and I am 

fortunate to have met many individuals across the different 

schools and municipalities I visited. This internship was very rewarding  

for me because I was able to share my passion for hula and create a  

connection with others reaching far beyond the limitations of language and culture. I learned so much about myself 

and built relationships with people I never would've thought possible, and for that words alone cannot express my 

sincerest gratitude. I would like to thank EPIC, CJS, and JASH for their support in this program and for allowing me to 

represent Hawaii through an enriching, meaningful experience!  

                                                                                                                   - C. Choy 

 

 

As a Japanese Major who is interested in teaching and translation, working in Ehime as an EPIC summer intern was 

an experience of a lifetime. My main responsibility as a summer intern was to create bilingual presentations 

(presentations written in Japanese & English) about Hawaii and present them to the people of Ehime in order to 

strengthen international friendships. It touched my heart whenever someone approached me after a presentation 

and they said things like: "Thank you for today's presentation. I really enjoyed it!" or "Now that I know more about 

Hawaii, I would like to visit Hawaii one day!" Their comments proved to me that I am suitable for a job like this and I 

should continue to pursue my dreams. Since this was my first time visiting Ehime, my co-workers were nice enough 

to take us interns sightseeing and out to eat whenever we had free time. Times like these were a lot of fun because I 

got the chance to bond with my co-workers, take many sentimental pictures, and eat a lot of delicious Japanese 

food! Thank you to everyone that I met during the internship because you are the ones who made this experience 

worthwhile for me.  

                                                                                                                                                                             - K. Nakagawa 

 

J-Current, Academic Year 2016-2017 

Courtney Choy (left) & Kara Nakagawa 
(right) at the airport upon arrival in Japan. 

2017 Summer EPIC Interns 
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So Long Asleep 

J-Current, Academic Year 2016-2017 

This Fall the Art Department hosted an exciting exhibit to 
campus entitled “Imayō: Japan’s New Traditionists,” 
bringing with it a series of public workshops and lectures. 
The Imayō exhibition examined the inspirational power of 
historical Japanese art and craft traditions in the work of 
six contemporary artists, all of whom utilize their exper-
tise in the history and technical mastery of Japan’s rich pre
-twentieth century art and craft traditions. Their artworks 
demonstrated how cultural heritage can inspire transfor-
mational and innovative thinking, with the potential to 
renew and reinvigorate the familiar and the conventional. 
The exhibition both honored and transcended the con-
fines of “tradition,” reflecting and commenting upon 
Japan’s own complex relationship with the past. This ap-
proach is ironically referenced in the exhibition title word 
Imayō, a term of ancient origin that means “in the contem-
porary style.”  

One of the paintings displayed at the Imayō exhibit 

The National Institute of Japanese Literature 
(NIJL) Workshop 2017  

NIJL Professor Kenichi Kansaku shows a rare book to  
UH attendees of the workshop  

  In February CJS was pleased to host a special docu-
mentary film screening. The film, “So Long Asleep: 
Waking the Ghosts of a War,” chronicled the decades-
long project of exhuming, memorializing, and finally 
repatriating the remains of forced laborers from the 
Korean Peninsula who died in Hokkaido while build-
ing a dam and working in mines and factories during 
the Asia-Pacific War. The project brought together 
students from Japan and South Korea in an effort to 
excavate not only remains, but histories and in so do-
ing create a community of awareness and mutual re-
spect. Not only was the film screened but we were for-
tunate to have the filmmaker, David Plath, Emeritus 
Professor of Anthropology at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign, present to field questions after 
the film. 

This February, NIJL, one of Japan’s premier re-
search institutes for the humanities, signed a agree-
ment with UHM Department of East Asian Lan-
guages & Literatures (EALL) to share resources, 
research, and expertise. The establishment of this 
agreement also facilitated collaboration with UHM 
Library and the Honolulu Museum of Art (HoMA).  
 

HoMA hosted a Kotenseki workshop on Feb. 17. 
For lecture slides & workshop photos:  

http://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/nijl 

Exhibiting New Traditionists in 
Japanese Art on Campus 

http://guides.library.manoa.hawaii.edu/nijl
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J-Current, Academic Year 2016-2017 

 
  The Center for Japanese Studies was awarded a $237,000 Japan Foundation grant for a project enti-
tled “Incorporating Southeast Asian Perspectives into Japanese Studies” under the latter’s US-
Southeast Asia Japan Collaboration and Exchange Initiative. Academic year 2016-17 marked the first 
year of the three-year project whose purpose is to deepen ties and cross-fertilization of ideas between 
UHM and Southeast Asian partner institutions in the field of Japanese Studies. In line with this, the 
past academic year was marked by a flurry of activity involving UHM and partner universities. This 
flurry opened in December when Professors Julie Iezzi (Theater), John Szostak (Art History) and 
Center Director Lonny Carlile attended the meeting of the Japanese Studies Association-ASEAN in 
Cebu (Philippines) where they were able to gain a deeper understanding of the concerns and ap-
proaches to Japanese Studies in the region and to establish connections with the region’s leading Japa-
nese Studies scholars. It should also be highlighted that no less than five(!) UHM Japanese Studies 
graduate students presented papers at the conference: Yuki Asahina (Sociology) Hilson Reidpath 
(EALL), Edward Meisner (Asian Studies) Akino Oshiro (Sociology) and Yoshiaki Otta (EALL). 
 
  This initial contact was followed up with visits by UHM faculty to partner institutions. This included 
visits by Christine Yano (Anthropology) and Aya Kimura (Sociology) to Singapore, Ayu Sawasrati 
(Women’s Studies) to Indonesia and Singapore, Ehito Kimura (Political Science) to Indonesia and 
Thailand, and Lonny Carlile to the Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand.  
 
  Then, coming to UHM in Spring 2017 were:  

 
1) Professors Benjamin San Jose of Ateneo de Ma-
nila University who conducted a variety of research 
activities and gave a talk in April on Filipino care-
worker (technical intern) emigration to Japan; 
 
2) Professor Scot Hislop of the 
National University of Singapore 
who conducted research on the 
Japanese diaspora 
and kabuki and; 
 
3) Graduate students Christina 

Canones and Louise Castillo of 
Ateneo de Manila who presented  
 papers at the SPAS Graduate Stu-

dent Conference in March and had the opportunity to consult with UHM scholars 
and use UHM library resources for their respective research projects on Philippines-Japanese rela-
tions. 
 
  We anticipate the second year will bring more travel to and from the region to UHM as well as a 
large scale workshop in Fukuoka in collaboration with the Kyushu University College of the Asia Pa-
cific and Center for Korean Studies. 
  

New Project: Southeast Asia Japan Collaboration and Exchange 

From left, visiting scholar, Professor Benjamin San 
Jose  of Japanese Studies and Political Science, Ateneo 
de Manila University, Philippines, and UHM student. 

Professor Scot Hislop,  
Dept. of Japanese Studies, 

National University of 
Singapore 
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  In October, Chris Smith (PhD candidate, EALL) gave a talk 
entitled, “Now Long Ago: Anachronism in Contemporary and 
Edo Japanese Literature.” In the talk Mr. Smith discussed his 
research into Anachronisms (things out of their time) and how 
they function in Japanese literature to summon up and recon-
figure discourses in history. Mr. Smith used a wide-range of 
materials, such as modern fiction, Edo-era kibyoshi and anime 
to display the wide-ranging impact of anachronism. His talk 
was the second Crown Prince Akihito Scholarship Lecture and 
provided attendees an idea of the great research he conducted 
in Japan while on a Crown Prince Akihito Scholarship for two 
years. The scholarship endeavors to promote the friendship 
between the U.S. and Japan.   
 

Students interested in the Crown Prince Akihito Scholarship 
may visit the Foundation’s website for information: 

                               cpasfoundation.org 

 

    The School of Pacific and Asian Studies held their annual Graduate Student 
Conference March 22-24 at UHM. This year’s title: “Bridging the Gaps: Concep-
tualizing Asia Through an Interdisciplinary Lens.” Dr. Koichi Iwabushi, Profes-
sor of Media and Cultural Studies at Monash University gave the keynote speech 
entitled, “Trans-Asia as Method”.   
     A group of promising young scholars from across the United States and Asia 
presented their Asia-related research on topics ranging from The Origins of the 
South China Sea Dispute to Projections of the Japanese Image in Sites of 
Memory in the Philippines. This year’s Seidensticker Award winner for best Japa-
nese paper was Xiyue Zhang from the Ohio State University. Zhang’s paper 
was entitled, “Poets and their Children in East Asian Society: Sugawara no Michi-
zane’s Kanshi of his Children in Chinese Context.” 
    The SPAS Graduate Student Conference continues its  uniquely interdiscipli-
nary mission of sharing knowledge across disciplines and geographic areas of 
Asia. Big thanks to conference organizers Adam Coldren (MA Student in Japa-
nese Studies) and Layne Higginbotham (MA student in Korean Studies) for 
their efforts in bringing us yet another successful event. 

2017 SPAS Graduate Student Conference 

J-Current, Academic Year 2016-2017 

Crown Prince Akihito Scholarship Lecture Series Power & Folly: Japanese (Kyōgen)
Satire for the 21st century 

UHM Department of Theatre and Dance presented its main-
stage 2016/17 season finale award-winning kyōgen production 
this April. Due to Kennedy Theatre being renovated, “Power 
& Folly: Japanese Satire for the 21st century,” directed by 
Theatre Professor Julie Iezzi, was held at Bakken Auditorium, 
Mid-Pacific Institute. The show comprised of three plays that 
demonstrated a progression from traditional to contempo-
rary, Japan to Hawaii, and from mono-cultural to multicultur-
al kyōgen (a form of 600-year-old Japanese comic theatre).  
 
The production received five Poʻokela Awards, for Best 
Overall Production-Non traditional; Best Ensemble-Non 
traditional production; Best Direction-Non traditional pro-
duction, and Guest Artists Awards for Doji Shigeyama and 
father Akira Shigeyama. They also toured the entire show, of 
the three plays, to Maui and Kauai, and its parts to the Big 
Island and Molokai.  
 
Congratulations to Professor Iezzi and everyone on the pro-
duction and support team!  
 
For the performance guide to “Power & Folly: Japanese Sat-

ire for the 21st century,” photos and video clip:  
 

powerandfolly.weebly.com  
   

http://www.cpasfoundation.org
http://powerandfolly.weebly.com/
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J-Current, Academic Year 2016-2017 

Within the bustling and historic city of Yokohama and new-age Minatomirai area, IUC offers an in-
tensive and focused 10-month program. It gives you back as much as you are willing (and able) to put 
in, but even maintaining a balance meant most of my time studying. As the program followed a quar-
ter system and divided classes between morning and afternoon, it was possible to take not only the 
core and general language skills course but also a wide variety of classes on specific topics and field-
related areas of study (e.g., cultural anthropology, popular culture, academic speaking). There were 
also many opportunities to develop academic and professional skills as well, as many classes focused 
on text analysis, open and critical discussion (of current events and hypothetical/theoretical topics), 
debates, rhetorical speeches and essay writing, and research explanations and presentations. In terms 
of people, the teachers were endless in their dedication and support, and were extremely nice. By the 
end of the year, it really felt like family. The program also brought together a diverse array of students, 
of varying backgrounds, from various universities, and in a variety of areas of study. Overall, it was a 
long and taxing program, but a wonderful chance to deepen and broaden my knowledge of Japanese 
and meet great people along the way. 
                                                                                                       - Sean Forte (PhD Student, EALL) 

Here are a few words from one of  our students who spent  
the academic year at IUC in Yokohama 

Updates from IUC 

I just completed IUC’s intensive ten-month program this past June, and  it was 
a wild ride. The first thing anyone considering applying to or attending IUC 
needs to know is this intensive is not a joke. When they say you won’t have time 
for outside research or work, they are not kidding. The second thing you need 
to know is that the courses at IUC are (most likely) not like any other Japanese 
classes you’ve ever taken. Sure, there’s a bit of what you’d expect, like cram-
ming for kanji tests and the occasional vocab quiz, but there’s a lot more to the 

IUC curriculum than the teach-review-test approach. Classes are filled with speeches, discussions, and 
debates on a wide range of topics (we talked about everything from whitewashing in American film to 
the ethics of self-driving cars). In other words, 
you are responsible for presenting your own 
opinion, making sure classmates understand your 
stance, and answering their questions—all while 
supposedly reviewing Japanese grammar. The 
IUC curriculum is quite challenging, and being 
on the spot all the time can be stressful, but their 
methods work. This is in no small part thanks to 
the wonderful teachers. They are amazingly pa-
tient, always ready to answer questions, and will-
ing to work with you until you’re happy with 
what you’ve produced. It also wouldn’t be possi-
ble without the other students. Everyone is put-
ting their all into improving their Japanese. If 
you’re looking for a real challenge, an opportuni-
ty to see how far you can take your Japanese lan-
guage skills, I don’t think there’s a better envi-
ronment for it than IUC.  
                                                                                           - Kalau Almony (MA Student, EALL) 

Kalau (left) and Francesca Pizzaro (right; PhD Student, EALL) 
at the Nippon Zaidan farewell party 
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Faculty Presentations, Publications and Announcements 

        Lonny Carlile, CJS Director, and Maggie Ivanova of Flinders 
University Australia, with the very able assistance of Geography 
graduate student Sayaka Sakuma and the Center for Okinawan Stud-
ies, co-organized and led a 10-day faculty development workshop on 
Okinawa from June 9 to 18. The workshop was co-sponsored with 
the Japan Studies Association via a grant from the UHM National 
Resource Center-East Asia, and was targeted at faculty from com-
munity colleges, Minority-Serving Institutions and smaller colleges 
and universities with the aim of facilitating the incorporation of Oki-
nawa-related subject matter into the curricula. Participants included 
faculty from UHM, UHWO, and HCC.  
 
        Haruko Cook, Professor of Japanese language, recently co-
published “Language socialization in Japanese” with Matthew Bur-
delski in P. Duff and N. Hornbeger (eds)., Encyclopedia of Language 
and Education: Language Socialization. New York: Springer, pp. 1-13; 
and presented “Who can you trust?: Learning indexical associations 
of the Japanese business world” in a panel, “Discourse, language, 
and identity in East Asian contexts: Interdisciplinary approaches and 
insights” at the Association for Asian Studies Annual Conference, in 
Toronto, Canada, March 16-19, 2017.  
 
        Mire Koikari, Professor of Women’s Studies, was invited as a 
lecturer to the 2017 Japan Foundation Summer Institute from July 5-
11 in Tokyo and Hayama. The paperback version of her book, “Cold 
war encounters in US-occupied Okinawa: Women, militarized domesticity, and 
transnationalism in East Asia” released on June 1, 2017.  
 
        Kimi Kondo Brown, Professor of Japanese and Associate 
Dean for College of Languages, Linguistics & Literature , had two 
publications this academic year: They are: “日本語教育でなぜ「評価」

がもっと注目されるべきか”(Why should we give more attention to 

“assessment” in Japanese language education?) in  日语教育与日本学 

(The Study of Japanese Education) by the East China University of 

Science and Technology Press; and “Assessing Japanese writing abil-
ity” (Ed. C.A. Chapelle) in The Encyclopedia of Applied Linguistics. 
She was the invited featured speaker and workshop presenter at The 
Annual Conference of the Japan Association for Language Teaching 
in Nagoya, November 25-28, 2016. Her talk was on “Teachers trans-
forming education through evaluation,” and workshop on, 
“Transforming curriculum with task-based assessment.” She also 
gave the following talks: “Growing up as Japanese heritage language 
speakers in Hawaii” at the Hawaii Association of Language Teachers 
Conference (April 1, 2017); and “Task-based tests for teaching Japa-
nese,” a special seminar at Leiden University in The Netherlands 
(March 18, 2017).  
 
        Professor of Law, Mark Levin’s book chapter, titled "Speaking 
truth to power:  Professor Setsuo Miyazawa's impact on overseas 
understandings of the Japanese judiciary" has just been published in 
a new bilingual two-volume set: "The legal process in contemporary 
Japan: A festschrift in honor of Professor Setsuo Miyazawa's 70th 

birthday." ("宮澤節生先生古稀記念論文集 現代日本の法過

程,"Shinzansha Publishing, 2017). The chapter traces how English 

language legal scholarship on Japanese law up through the early 
1990's overlooked a dynamic of ongoing detrimental  interven-
tions by senior judicial administrators in high-profile political, eco-
nomic, and social justice cases in post-war Japan.  

Mark shares how a groundbreaking 1991 article by Professor Miyaza-
wa lifted the veil on this issue, greatly impacting Mark's work and the 
work of many others, but concludes that the problem nevertheless still 
interferes with the just disposition of important disputes in Japan to-
day. Mark was one of 18 foreign scholars selected for the set, also in-
cluding David T. Johnson of the UHM Department of Sociology.   
 
        Steve Odin, Professor and Graduate Chair in the Department of 
Philosophy, published his most recent book, “Tragic beauty in White-
head and Japanese aesthetics,” by Lexington Press. In May, he attend-
ed the Jazz and Philosophy Intermodal Conference in Winslow, Arizo-
na, organized by Arizona State University’s Philosophy and Music 
Departments. They invited him to read a paper on the subject of, 
“Nichiren Buddhism, Tendai philosophy & the Lotus Sutra in the jazz 
music of Herbie Hancock and Wayne Shorter.”   
 
 
 

Student Achievements 
 

        Yunchuan Chen, PhD candidate in Japanese Language and Lin-
guistics, presented a paper, “Unlearning reconstruction in L2 Japanese 
relative clauses by L1 Chinese learners” at the 14th Generative Ap-
proaches to Second Language Acquisition Conference at the Universi-
ty of Southampton, UK in April 2017. 
 
         Edward Eisner, MA student in Asian Studies, presented a pa-
per, “The constitution and Japanese foreign policy making in the 
Senkaku/Diaoyu crisis” at Ataneo de Manila University in Cebu, Phil-
ippines, December 2016.  
 
        Vera Hanaoka, PhD candidate in Japanese Language and Lin-
guistics, presented a paper, “Long-term motivation in advanced learn-
ers of Japanese” at the American Association for Applied Linguistics 
2017 Conference in Portland, March 2017.  
 
        Mari Kita, PhD candidate in Sociology, presented a paper, 
“Caretaking in the aftermath of crime: Women’s experiences as of-
fenders’ families in contemporary Japan” at the American Society of 
Criminology Annual Conference in New Orleans, November 2016. 
 
        Keita Moore, MA student in Asian Studies, presented a paper, 
“Back to the Present: Towards a narratology of Gosuto Torikku” at 
the Mechadamia Conference on Asian Popular Culture at the Minne-
apolis College of Art and Design in September 2016.  
 
        Hilson Reidpath, MA student in EALL, attended a workshop at 
the University of Pennsylvania on reading kuzushiji (classical cursive 
characters and script) in August 2016. 
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