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On June 1, 1946, the Manoa War Homes project was officially opened. 
This project, costing $3,500,000 and covering an areaof 83 acres, consisted 

of about 1,000 units and was an attack on the pressing housing problems 
faced by the Territory. It was set up originally by the Federal Government 

for the housing of war workers. However, occupancy was later restricted 
to the families of veterans and servicemen. 

This project was established over the objection of many Manoa 

landowners and with the understanding that it would remain only as long as 
there was a local need. In April of 1954, as a result of the establishment 

of other housing projects and general improvement in the housing situation, 

the Hawaii Housing Authority unanimously voted to tear down the Manoa 
War Home units and not build any permanent units in that area. At that 

time demolition was expected to be completed by June of 1958. 

In January of 1956, Lee Maice, Hawaii Housing Authority director, 

announced that all vacancies occurring at Manoa War Homes would be 

frozen. Relocation in other housing projects of the HHA was also planned 

at that time for families in the lower income brackets. However, families 

whose incomes or resources by then exceeded the maximum of those 
qualifying for public housing were expected to secure housing for themselves 

in the private market. 

In June, 1958, an extension of the lease was obtained. At that time 

all occupants were notified that they were expected to vacate their homes 

by midnight March 31, 1959, so that the land could be cleared and returned 
to its owners by June 30, 1959. Because of the higher cost of acquiring an 

extension of the lease for another year, the rental fee, which included 

electricity and water expense, was increased from $44 to $56. At the time 

of our study, December, 1958, less than 100 of the original 1,000 units 

remained. They were confined to one small section of the original occupied 
area. 

The object of our research was primarily to study the attitudes of 

residents of the higher income group in Manoa Housing at a time when they 

were confronted with a situation that threatened the stability of their housing, 
one of their fundamental needs of life. We chose to study particularly the 
resident of the higher income group because we felt that his problem would 

be more acute than that of members of the lower income families because 
he could not be placed in a similar housing project of the HHA. 

Of the then remaining 100 families, there were 38 who composed 
this higher income group and were thus the sample for our study. Of 
these 38 families, 24 were interviewed. Those interviewed included 

Portuguese, Japanese, Hawaiians, Filipinos, and Mainland Haoles. 

Economically, the families were generally in the lower-middle 

income group comparable to those families not living in public housing 
areas. Almost all families possessed a washing machine, television set, 

and a telephone. The average number of children in these families was 

three. It was evident in a number of homes that the welfare and happiness 

of their children were of utmost importance. In fact, throughout the study 
it was our impression that the attitudes and aspirations held by the majority 
of those interviewed were quite similar to those of comparable economic 
levels outside of public housing. 

47 



The interviews showed that the ‘‘higher income’’ residents were 

generally satisfied with Manoa Housing. They found the weather to be 

pleasant. They were able to save. The utilities were paid for. The area 

was safe for their children. It was near the stores and near to their place 

of work. For some, the area was good for their health. For others, the 

area afforded a certain amount of privacy. With such advantages, these 

residents were reluctant to move out of the Housing. 

This place is the best compared to other housing areas. It’s 
not so congested. We have a certain amount of privacy. It’s 

much better here. 

Maybe I’m prejudiced. Here, there is more respect for people’s 

privacy. Mixed-Japanese or Japanese people would make fine 

neighbors. I know from experience. They typically respect 

your privacy more so than other nationalities. I could be 
prejudiced. 

The weather is good and the stores are nearby. It is very cool 

and the air is very refreshing. Whenever I go to town or any 

place and come back home, I have to take a shower because the 

air in other places is so dirty. We don’t have to pay the utilities. 
So nobody has to tell us how much water we should use and not 

to waste electricity. And the house is real nice compared to 

some houses people live in. 

It’s a pleasant place and comfortable to live in. And we don’t 

have to pay for the utilities. The rent is very reasonable 

compared to the outside. The Housing is a safe place for the 

children while they are little. There are not too many cars 

and the Housing streets are not the main highway. 

This is a convenient place, good location. It’s a good place for 
those people who need it. My husband is the one who wanted to 

come here. I have asthma, and this cool climate is good for 
it. We lived in Kapahulu before, but it was too dry for me. 

Well, the advantages would be mostly economical. Small rent, 
good neighbors, it was near to the U. of H. when I was going 
there, and now it’s not too far from my working place, at least 
not too far like the countryside. Also one big factor is that the 
small rent helped us to save a little financially. 

But with the imminence of eviction, the residents of the ‘‘higher 
income’’ group were compelled to consider one of three alternatives since 

they no longer qualified for assignment into other public housing. The 

residents had to face the prospect of purchasing a house, renting a house 
or apartment, or moving in with relatives. 

The interviews showed that buying a house was difficult or impossible 

for most of the residents in this income group. 

With all the doctor bills we just couldn’t make the $700 down- 

payment. I would like to have my own home with a yard. It 
would be good for the kids. 

There’re a lot of things you have to take into consideration 

when you buy a house. You can’t buy any old house and then 
regret it. I want a good environment and near a school. Prefer- 
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