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argues that the distinction between the
two sides of the public sphere—the
political and the customary—meant
that women pushing for acceptance of
the parity laws could play a role in the
political public sphere without imped-
ing their less public and long-accepted
roles within village affairs. For all

the debates, parity laws in the French
Pacific have dramatically increased the
numbers of women in the legislative
assembly, ranging from 30 percent in
Wallis and Futuna to 5o percent in
the Loyalty Islands Province in 2018.
Looking only at numbers, this is an
unqualified success. However, Baker
argues that numbers are only a small
fraction of the measure of success, as
the upper echelons of power in the
French Pacific territories continue to
lack representation by women.

In the last chapter, Baker inter-
prets the various meanings ascribed
to gender-quota campaign “success”
through descriptive, substantive,
and symbolic means. She argues that
success—whether by virtue of increas-
ing numbers of women in office,
changing decision-making processes,
strengthening cultural norms that
empower women to participate in
public affairs, or renegotiating and
redefining aspects of culture to meet
women’s own goals—is only a start.
While each chapter addresses what
Baker calls “the meaning of success”
in the different contexts, the volume
does not include a discussion of the
implications of that success mov-
ing forward. While the focus is on
the adoption and implementation of
gender quotas, some analysis of what
happens beyond implementation
would have offered insight into the
importance of gender quota cam-
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paigns in general and in the Pacific
in particular. In other words, what
kinds of legislation do the elected
women propose and successfully (or
unsuccessfully) shepherd through to
actual concrete policies, and why is
this important? While the window

of analysis is necessarily short—gen-
der quotas have only recently been
implemented in these Pacific con-
texts—some discussion of the types
of legislation that women politicians
are bringing forward would have been
enlightening. Perhaps this would be a
useful spin-off for future research.

MONIQUE MIRONESCO
University of Hawai‘i—
West O‘abu

The Moral Economy of Mobile
Phones: Pacific Islands Perspectives,
edited by Robert J Foster and Heather
A Horst. Canberra: ANU Press, 2018.
ISBN print 9781760462086, v +148
pages, figures, notes, bibliography,
index. Print, Us$45.00.

Money Games: Gambling in a Papua
New Guinea Town, by Anthony

J Pickles. Asao Studies in Pacific
Anthropology, volume 1o. New York:
Berghahn, 2019. 1sBN hardback
9781789202212, Vil +203 pages,
figures, tables, notes, bibliography,
index. Hardback, us$135.00.

In thinking about social and economic
change in the Pacific, we keep return-
ing to the analytic categories Marshall
Sahlins presented in “The Economics
of Develop-man in the Pacific” (Res,
1992, 21:12—20). There, he distin-
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guished between “developman” and
“development.” Although prompted
by an encroaching Western, capital-
ist economy, these modes of change
differ in their historical trajectories.
Developman can be a long-lived
process in which people innovate
with novel resources to become more
of who they already are—in which
contenders court allies and confound
adversaries during increasingly intensi-
fied social and ritual events. Develop-
ment is a modernist process in which
people strive with novel resources to
become other than who they already
are—in which “each person takes

the betterment of himself as his life
project” (13). If developman does shift
into development, Sahlins argued,

it is prompted by the “humiliation”
of seeming backward.

That said, some people may wish
for both developman and develop-
ment. Such is suggested in Robert
Foster and Heather Horst’s edited
collection about cell phone use in the
Pacific Islands (Papua New Guinea,
Vanuatu, and Fiji) and Anthony Pick-
les’ monograph about gambling with
cards and slot machines (pokies) in
Papua New Guinea’s Eastern High-
land town of Goroka. The authors
make clear that cell phones, cards,
and pokies have become vehicles of
personal enhancement among people
seeking to remain socially moored and
respectful of “traditional” obligations,
as well as striving to overcome the
not-so-hidden injuries of a postcolo-
nial class system. Through these novel
devices, and usually with pleasure if
not exuberance, they strive for efficacy
as contemporary Pacific Islanders.

Contributors to Foster and Horst’s
volume are concerned with the “socio-
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material network” (14), frequently
part of a moral economy, created by
increasingly ubiquitous mobile phones.
Each contributor has (somewhat
diverse) ideas about what the phones
might accomplish for the benefit (or
not) of those differently located people
who have been increasingly and unde-
niably compelled by them.

David Lipset, in “A Handset
Dangling in a Doorway: Mobile
Phone Sharing in a Rural Sepik Village
(Papua New Guinea),” focuses on
mobile phone communication among
Murik Lake people, both in their
home villages and in the town of
Wewak. Central to this communica-
tion was a handset left dangling in a
village doorway—a rare place with
adequate reception. Through this
device, information was conveyed
about the comings and goings of kin
and other persons of interest, includ-
ing Lipset himself. This handset was,
indeed, part of a moral economy. It
facilitated “perpetual connectivity”
(27) and, despite private ownership,
was shared in gift-like fashion.

Holly Wardlow, in “H1v, Phone
Friends and Affective Technology in
Papua New Guinea,” concentrates
on the use of mobile phones among
women, especially HIV-positive
women, living in the Tari area of
Papua New Guinea’s Highlands.
Isolated in a virilocal society, women
used mobile phones to maintain
contact with female kin. Moreover,
contact with other women, kin or not,
was particularly welcome for HIv-
positive women who found themselves
isolated, if not ostracized. These
women called “unknown numbers,
often at night when feeling aban-
doned, lonely, worried or desperate
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about where the next day’s food,
water or firewood might come from”
(47). In this manner, phone friends
could become “intimate strangers”
(40).

Dan Jorgensen, in “Toby and ‘the
Mobile System’: Apocalypse and
Salvation in Papua New Guinea’s
Wireless Network,” discusses Digicel’s
rapid domination of the Papua New
Guinea market, which has facilitated
easy phone access for a largely rural
population: “If not quite a revolution,
the advent of accessible phones has
been nearly so, and uptake has been
enthusiastic” (56). Yet, there has been
ambivalence. For instance, there were
fears that phones could be used to
coordinate criminal activity, to harass
women, and to conduct sorcery. In
addition, an interlocutor, Toby, took
“the spread of the mobile system
and Digicel’s ascendancy as signs of
the impeding domination of Papua
New Guinea by the Americans and
Chinese as a prelude to an End Times
apocalypse” (58). In discussing Toby’s
preoccupation, Jorgensen employs
Timothy Morton’s concept of the
“hyperobject,” which, though having
local footprints, was so massive that
“it locates agency somewhere else”
(65).

Heather Horst, in “Creating
Consumer-Citizens: Competition,
Tradition and the Moral Order of the
Mobile Telecommunications Industry
in Fiji,” considers the rivalry between
Digicel Fiji and the already-established
Vodaphone Fiji. The competition
moved them from “mere mobile tele-
communications companies provid-
ing products and services into moral
actors responsible for articulating their
responsibilities toward Fiji and Fijians
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as consumer-citizens” (74). In fact,
Vodaphone Fiji’s ultimate success lay
in evoking powerful images and senti-
ments of national belonging.

Daniela Kraemer, in ““Working the
Mobile’: Giving and Spending Phone
Credit in Port Vila, Vanuatu,” exam-
ines mobile phone use among young
people (mostly male) in urban circum-
stances. Seeking less to communicate
with family and friends, these youth
used phones to expand networks, or
“to experience and create new forms
of sociality” (95). Lacking more
traditional exchange items—as with
mats, pigs, and money—young people
sought “to develop and manage their
social worlds” by exchanging what
they did have access to—mobile credit
and talk time (99). Through a mas-
tery of phone etiquette, young men
could establish their masculinity and
gain renown. In this way, the use of
mobile phones enabled “young people
[to] perform their Melanesian person-
hood” (105).

Robert Foster, in “Top-Up: The
Moral Economy of Prepaid Mobile
Phone Subscriptions,” explores the
self-discipline many Papua New Guin-
eans employed in their mobile phone
use. Foster compares this self-disci-
pline to that instilled among industrial
workers under nineteenth-century
industrial capitalism and linked to the
Protestant ethic. In contrast, under
twenty-first century capitalism and as
experienced in contexts like Las Vegas
casinos, people engaged in “trancelike
consumption” (1o7). Comparably,
Papua New Guineans were enticed by
Digicel to consume continually—to
spend ever more money on voice calls,
text messages, and data credits. Under
these circumstances, “a recognisably
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Protestant ethic emerges as a form of
self-defense” (108). Hence, mobile
phones became instrumental in shap-
ing Papua New Guineans’ modernity;
they became a means by which Papua
New Guineans “negotiate the terms
of their moral and material futures, or
so-called development” (108).

Jeffery Mantz and Margaret Jolly
end the volume with insightful discus-
sions. However, rather than providing
a meta-discussion of their appraisals,
we move on to the second book, also
engaged with the possibility of making
it in modernity.

Anthony J Pickles offers a meticu-
lous ethnography about gambling
in Goroka, Papua New Guinea’s
“self-confessed gambling capital” (4).
There, gambling on the likes of card
games and pokies attracted a passion-
ate, mostly male, clientele. Living in
ethnically mixed settlements, drawn
from an extensive and largely rural
countryside, they met in various gam-
bling contexts—markets, settlements,
and establishments containing pokies.
Gamblers, as with most Gorokans,
were linked variously and diffusely—
as kinsmen, as affines, as settlement
neighbors, as workmates, as friends—
or they met as strangers. For all,
“gambling was part of a repertoire
of imports that included Christianity,
money, wage labour, the state and a
swathe of new technologies and com-
modities” (2). It was, in other words,
modern.

Pickles locates his analysis of the
innovative and emergent forms of
Gorokan gambling in literature about
play: “Play literally imagines a field
upon which stakes can then be made,
and thus gambling depends upon
play. It depends upon play’s metacom-
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municative ability to create curtailed
domains in space and time that may
be judged to have definitive win or
lose outcomes” (14). As such, gam-
bling is not an exchange. It involves
the “negation of a mutual assumption
that one should be obliged to recip-
rocate the flow of goods that occurs
during the course of a game” (28). In
this sense, as Pickles discusses, gam-
bling has become an instructive depar-
ture from classic forms of Melanesian
exchange, as with the te, the moka,
and the quintessential kula.

Pickles himself gambled extensively,
although with more intensity than suc-
cess. Through sometimes-demanding
participant observation, he learned
the relevant Indigenous categories.
For example, instead of attributing
outcomes to chance or skill, Gorokan
gamblers referenced “thought” and
“speed.” Similarly, Pickles attends
to the ways that value (“valyu” in
Tok Pisin) and money itself (as with,
we shall see, the wagering of a large
banknote) could be manipulated
within Gorokan gambling.

After providing a history of gam-
bling in Goroka, he discusses card
gambling in its several forms, pokies,
and the collective bets on the Aus-
tralian State of Origin rugby league
games. Here we consider only card
games and pokie playing.

Pickles contrasts the most popular
card games at the time in knowledge-
able detail. One game, kwin, required
a thoughtful strategy. In kwin, as in
kula or moka, people had to “think
analytically and reflectively about their
past and future efforts in terms of pat-
terns and tactics” (40). Another game,
bom, was frenetic—more speedy than
thoughtful. Fostering the quick think-
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ing associated with youth, bom did
not involve “sitting down well with
people” (55). In fact, Gorokans “saw
the growing popularity of bom and its
association with easy and fast money
as evidence of a moral decline” (57).

Significantly, the use of both games
to demonstrate and appraise personal
efficacy was facilitated by Chinese-
made cards. Regarded as free from
local influence, they provided a level
playing field. This was important “in
a town already packed with suspicions
because of the fine lines that divided
kin, semi-kin, non-kin, language
mates, work mates and even complete
strangers you saw around you” (37).

A particularly vivid section of the
book concerns big men (including
Pickles’s adoptive father) playing
pokies for high stakes. In one of the
book’s provocative comparisons,
Pickles suggests an analogy between
these men preoccupied with their slot
machines and Western commodity
traders poring over their computer
screens. Importantly, pokies allowed
big men, mostly business owners, “to
act nonchalantly towards money” in
the company of friends, colleagues,
language mates, and helpers (124).
And, as with the Chinese-made play-
ing cards, pokies were not seen to be
under local control; hence, outcomes
would be relatively impartial. Overall,
“pokies provided a place where big-
men met and donated to each other,
displaying the extent of their resources
and providing a jovial, men’s house-
like atmosphere in which to compete
and ally” (145).

We also found the case of Daniel,
a kwin-playing settlement dweller,
intriguing. Daniel was a security
guard in his mid-thirties. He was
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out of touch with his home village,
unmarried (unable to muster a bride-
wealth payment), partially supporting
the relatives with whom he lived, and
physically diminutive. Moreover, he
just couldn’t resist playing when he
got his modest fortnightly pay of 180
kina (us$51). Joining a game based
mostly on K2 bets, he put down a K20
bill; this was the smallest he had in a
situation in which change was hard
to make. In effect, Pickles tells us, the
value of Daniel’s bill was not fixed—it
was subject to appraisal. Thus, in

an impressively emic explication, we
learn that the “k20’s attractive power
worked against Daniel, who tied up
other gamblers in his note until their
persistence wrested it from his grasp”
(80). Following Daniel’s loss, fellow
players (some perhaps skilled enough
to make a living from cards) placated
him with a game for which he did not
have to contribute a stake.

Money in its different denomina-
tions was, of course, used in various
Gorokan circumstances. “The force
that money exerted was equally
visible in related forms at other loca-
tions as with slot machine joints,
or on market stalls, at bridewealth
payments or by the meat section in
supermarkets” (89—90). That said,
and as suggested by the supermarket
reference, “Gorokans do not control
the commensurability of currency,
and they do not control the value of
commodity prices” (85). Indeed, as
Pickles emphasizes in the book’s final
section, locally inflected ideas of time
and money—the play of value in gam-
bling—were ultimately constrained by
“the exogenously imposed common
scale of wealth” (177). This meant
that, given “global fiscal hegemony”
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(178), local standards and practices
were ultimately rigged.

How, then, we wonder, do
Gorokans—Daniel and other gamblers
included—make ends meet? How
do they manage, with their limited
incomes, in situations in which the
value of money is not negotiable?
How do they meet such expenses of
urban life as, for instance, mustering
school fees and provisioning their fam-
ilies? Relatedly, if gambling is a setting
for showing efficacy, what about the
losers and those barely getting by?
Simply put, we are curious about the
broader circumstances of Daniel’s life
and times.

Finally, let us say that these books
ring true. Each provides valuable—
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analytically sophisticated and empa-
thetic—insights into the long-term
efforts by Pacific Islanders to achieve
worth in a global world: to become
effective agents able to synthesize,

or at least balance, the pleasures and
perils of both developman and devel-
opment, all under circumstances of
significant economic marginality and
constraint.
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