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Striving Towards
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proved to be an easy task. Historically, the small population of Blacks
has been one that is widely dispersed and without cultural focus. With-
out an existing Black residential community in Hawai ‘i, such as Los Angeles,
many Blacks feel a strong need to identify as an ethnic community, especially
as many live in interracial families and have become integrated into multiracial

communities. Consequently, Blacks have come together to form various social
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and service organizations honoring Black community in Hawai‘i.

Established in the mid-1940s, one of the first Black community organiza-
tions was the Wai Wai Nui Club, an all Black women’s service group. Although
no longer in existence, the club was previously active in a variety of community
activities that included service to local hospitals and the mentoring of teenage
girls. In 1979, Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority, first established at Howard Uni-
versity in 1908 became the first all-Black graduate chapter of a “Greek-letter”
sorority to be established in Honolulu. The first African American fraternity
had been established at Cornell University in 1906. Other all-Black “Greek-
letter” societies with chapters incorporated in Hawai‘i include: Alpha Phi
Alpha fraternity, Delta Sigma Theta sorority, Zeta Phi Beta sorority, Phi Beta
Sigma fraternity, and Omega Psi Phi fraternity. These fraternities and sorori-
ties provide important social and professional networks for their members. As
Blacks were not initially allowed to join White “Greek-letter” societies, which
existed as an integral part of American higher education,? the establishment of
Black fraternities and sororities allowed Black students to create and to enjoy
the social and professional networks necessary for the successful integration
of graduates into those jobs for which they had been trained.

Many members of these fraternal societies are typically leaders in their
communities and those who belong to graduate chapters are dedicated to a
lifelong commitment to community service. In Honolulu, graduate members
perform a variety of community services designed to strengthen community.







