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Changes that have occurred in bon dancing in
Hawaii since its introduction by Japanese immigrants
in the early 1900s2 are indicative of types of changes
that can occur as members of one cultural greup moedify
their traditional practices to lead new lives among
members of other cultural groups. Examination of
these changes reveals ways in which Hawaii's ethnic-
ally mixed community has influenced bon dance prac-
tices as well as how bon dancing has contributed to
Hawaii's multi-cultural environment.

While the origin of bon dancing is rooted in a
Buddhist religious observance some bon dance partici-
pants in Hawaii have little or no understanding of
this source. For some, bon dancing is a pleasant
evening social activity during the summer months.
For others, it is only one component of a Japanese
Buddhist observance to honor the deceased. The
following comments are based on the most publicly
visible element of the O-bon celebration—dancing.
The information presented can be examined from the
perspective of how a traditional practice not native
to Hawaii and the cultural milieu of Hawaii's multi-
ethnic community have interacted, and the resulting
influences each has experienced.

Prior to World War II three influences contributed
to changes in the environment in which bon dancing
occurred and its significance to participants: (1)
the life style and work schedule of a new geographic
location, (2) the intervention of theatrical pro-
moters, and (3) a second generation losing ties with
its parent culture.

O-bon observances traditionally occurred between
the 13th and 17th days of the 7th month, usually ac-
cording to the solar calendar. Because plantation
work schedules followed the Western five-day week bon
dances began to be scheduled for weekends, rather
than the traditionally prescribed calendar dates, so
that workers following the local work schedule could
participate.3 This scheduling modification was an







