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In the 1936-1937 annual report of the Board of Regents to the governor,
University of Hawai‘i president David L. Crawford dedicated the longest
section of the report to the result of 10 years of research that had been funded
by the Rockefeller Foundation. The grant of more than $200,000 was dis-
bursed yearly from 1927 to 1937 for “investigations in the field of race com-
parison and race relations.” The money was allocated “along three lines: socio-
logical, biological, and psychological.” The report summarized the results of
studies on “racial hybridization” in which “thousands of subjects were exam-
ined with a view to determine the behavior of physical traits in race mixture.”
The funding also supported a study that compared Chinese in Hawai‘i with
a similar cohort in China in order to discern “the effect of the Hawaiian en-
vironment....”(“Report of the University of Hawaii 1936-1937” 1937:26).
The sociologists used the money to gather data to explain changes in society.







