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n the 1936-1937 annual report of the Board of Regents to the governor, 
University of Hawai'i president David L. Crawford dedicated the longest 

section of the report to the result of 10 years of research that had been funded 
by the Rockefeller Foundation. The grant of more than $200,000 was dis- 

bursed yearly from 1927 to 1937 for “investigations in the field of race com- 
parison and race relations.” The money was allocated “along three lines: socio- 
logical, biological, and psychological.” The report summarized the results of 

studies on “racial hybridization” in which “thousands of subjects were exam- 
ined with a view to determine the behavior of physical traits in race mixture.” 
The funding also supported a study that compared Chinese in Hawai‘i with 
a similar cohort in China in order to discern “the effect of the Hawaiian en- 
vironment....”(“Report of the University of Hawaii 1936-1937” 1937:26). 
The sociologists used the money to gather data to explain changes in society. 
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To that end they surveyed and mapped ethnic communities and interviewed 
thousands of residents: recent immigrants and their second-generation children, 

plantation workers, and pineapple cannery employees. They gleaned informa- 
tion about religious beliefs and holiday customs and documented changing 
attitudes about interracial dating and marriage. 

The funding must have come as a relief to Romanzo Adams, the chair 

(and only member) of the Sociology Department. Hired to teach economics 
and sociology in 1920, Adams spent seven years dividing his time between 

the two departments, teaching only a few sociology courses every year. The 
erant allowed him to relinquish his responsibilities in economics and con- 
centrate on building the sociology program. In 1927, he hired an instructor 
to expand the number of courses taught. In 1928, a year after the grant was 
awarded, he hired a research assistant; the year after that he was joined by two 
lecturers and two research assistants. From 1931 to 1937, the department was 
staffed with at least four and as many as eight researchers, faculty, and lectur- 

ers. The additional faculty and research support allowed Adams to finish his 
book Interracial Marriage in Hawaii (1937). The funding supported hiring 
full-time faculty members (Andrew Lind and Clarence Glick) and visiting 
faculty (E. B. Reuter, 1930-1931; Edgar Thompson, 1932—1933; Robert Park, 
1932-1933 and 1933-1934; Everett Stonequist, 1935-1936; and Ellsworth 

Farris, 1937-1938). Projects undertaken by graduate students benefitted from 
the grant as well. Jitsuichi Masuoka conducted a preliminary analysis of “the 
budgets of 100 Japanese immigrant families in a plantation community.” 
Margaret Lam interviewed hundreds of informants, gathering “detailed his- 

tories of mixed Hawaiian families ...including the more formal facts relative 
to marriage, birth and death, and also the personal experiences that throw 

light on the customs, beliefs, values, and attitudes of the people concerned.” 
(“Report of the University of Hawaii 1936-1937” 1937:27). 

The report delineated an impressive record of accomplishment for a new 
university that, at the time, had fewer than 2,000 undergraduate students and 
approximately 150 full-time teaching faculty (“Report of the University of 
Hawaii July 1, 1938 to June 30, 1939” 1939:7-9). It was also impressive that 
in less than 20 years, Adams—a scholar who came to Hawai‘i with no special 

knowledge of or expertise in the study of race—gathered a group of researchers 
and students who began the process of recording the voices and experiences 
of local communities at such a crucial time. In the era of anti-Asian bigotry 
and racism, white supremacy, and “America first” nationalism, sociologists in 

Hawai'i were methodically producing quantitative and qualitative data that 


