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refers to a subset of “Nisei,” or second generation Japanese, who

were born in the United States but educated in Japan. This paper
providesa deeper understanding of asub-group within the Okinawan diasporic
community in Hawai‘i—the Okinawan Kibei Nisei. Today, Okinawan Kibei
Nisei in Hawai‘i are in their seventies, eighties and nineties; they were born
in Hawai‘i before World War II; they are of Okinawan ancestry; they were
schooled in either Okinawa or mainland Japan, and returned to Hawai‘i as
adults either before or after the war. Okinawan Kibei Nisei in Hawai‘i have
been able to utilize their experiences of living in Okinawa or mainland Japan
during the period of their youth and have actively contributed to strengthening
the Okinawan ethnic community in Hawai‘i. The life experiences of Oki-
nawan Kibei Nisei in Hawai‘i should be recognized as distinctive ones which

CC l : ibei” refers to Japanese individuals returning to America; it often

cannot be simply referred to as either “Okinawan experiences” or “Japanese
Kibei Nisei experiences.” Their little-known life stories are more complex
and marginalized not only because of being Kibei, a sub-group of Nisei, but
also because of being Okinawans in Hawai‘i, “[a] minority group within the
Japanese community” (Kimura 1998:74). By using the life story method, this
paper examines how the Okinawan Kibei Nisei interpret their past, construct
their collective identities and define for themselves the meanings of being an
Okinawan Kibei Nisei in Hawai‘i today.

Most references to the Kibei Nisei experience in general are found in
studies on their experiences during World War II. The common image of
them suggest that they had a fixed identity: unable to assimilate, pro-Japanese,
and disloyal to the United States because of their presumed indoctrination in







