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Little if any thing is known about Okinawan-Naichi relationship in 
Hawaii by those who are outside of the Japanese group. Although many have 
touched on this subject, the comments have been incidental. This article is 

an exploratory study into the in-group out-group relationship existing be- 

tween the Naichi and the Okinawan groups in Hawaii. It is based on student 
papers in the Hawaii Social Research Laboratory. 

Much has been written of the Japanese from the main islands of Japan 
--- Honshu, Kyushu, Shikoku, and Hokkaido. They are usually referred to 
collectively as Naichi (insiders) or Yamato no hito (men of Yamato). Little 
need be said here of them. 

The “‘Okinawans’’ in Hawaii come from the islands of Okinawa (Oki- 
nawa Gunto) which is part of the Ryukyu Archipelago (Nansei Shoto) stretch- 
ing in a south-westerly direction from the southern tip of the Japanese 

mainland to the island of Formosa, which forms the anchor to this chain. 
The distance between the southern tip of the Japanese mainland to the island 
of Formosa is approximately seven hundred miles. The islands of Okinawa 

are approximately 275 miles from the southern tip of the Japanese main- 

land. The Okinawa Gunto is composed of a major island, Okinawa, and 

several smaller islands surrounding it. Perhaps the best known of. these 

lesser islands is Ie Shima, where Ernie Pyle, the ‘“‘GI’s war correspondent’’ 
was killed and temporarily buried. 

The majority of the Okinawans in Hawaii came from the southern tip 

of the main island, principally from Naha, the seat of the provincial govern- 
ment, and the surrounding districts of Oroku, Tomigusuku, Kanagusuku, 

Itoman, Takamine, Gushichan, Kuchinda, Tamagusuku, Chinen, Haebaru, 
Nishihara, and Shuri. However, almost all the districts of Okinawa have 
representatives in Hawaii. (Historically, Okinawa long enjoyed an independ- 
ent status. Culturally, the Okinawans are closer to the Chinese than are the 
Naichi.) Most of Okinawa’s early commercial and cultural intercourse was 
carried on with China. At some date, still unsettled by historians, the Oki- 

nawans began to pay dual allegiance to China and to the feudal domain of 

the Satsuma clan on the island of Kyushu, the southernmost of the main 
islands of Japan. There are some indications that contrary to the policy of 

Japan proper of keeping Western nations out, Okinawa maintained limited 

commercial relations with Western countries. The relations between 
Okinawa and China and Japan, were thus: 1.) primarily of trade with China; 
2.) primarily for protection from other would-be invaders and conquerors 
with Satsuma. These conditions held true until approximately seventy years 

ago, at which time Japan began to establish its program of National Unity 

and incorporated the Okinawa Islands into the Empire. - 

The relationship between the Okinawans and the Naichi in Hawaii is 

somewhat like that between the Irish and the English: one group feeling 

superior to the other, and the other having a defensive pride. The situation 
is also comparable to the Jewish-Gentile relationship in that there are very 

Seldom manifest dangerous, overt feelings, the attitudes being mainly 
covert, When an Okinawan is first asked about the relationship, he will say 
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that there is nothing of consequence in it, However, as the personal rela- | 

tionship becomes closer between the two persons a “‘story’’ is unraveled in 

which at one time or another, the person was or is still emotionally in- 

volved in this ‘‘problem.’’ On the other hand, among children the mutual 

attitudes are more openly expressed in the form of ‘‘scraps.’’ But feelings 

between the two groups usually remain at the covert level and are not made 

public, and one finds Okinawans and Naichis doing many things in common, . 

until it begins to appear that intermarriage between individuals of the two 

groups is imminent, At that time, attitudes very often become expressed 

in overt actions of rejection and resentment on both sides. 

The Okinawan-Naichi relationship in Hawaii has been clearly “‘de- 
fined’’ by the two groups involved. In Japan there seems to be little if any 
clear ‘‘definition of the situation’’. Nevertheless, student papers seem to 
bring out the feeling that the prejudice against Okinawans was brought over 

from Japan: 

Okinawan student: Discrimination of the Okinawan people is actually 

an old prejudice which the first generation Naichi brought with them 

from the Mainland of Japan. 

Naichi student: ... Japan was first made up of the mainland only, 

- ‘ but later included the island of Okinawa. Here was found an aboriginal 

at type of people entirely different from the Japanese. They were made 

ae subjects of Japan and were given equal status to the Japanese. 

The Japanese population never welcomed the Okinawans whole- 

a heartedly. They regarded them as inferior since they were not pure 

ie | Japanese and believed them to be uncivilized due to their queer and 

vulgar culture. They refused to take the Okinawans as equal to them 

and this attitude was passed from generation to generation and so it 

even reached the Hawaiian Islands. 

Contrast these statements with: 

eee a 
: nae Ss Okinawan student who had been in the American Army of occupation 

Me in Japan: When I introduced myself as______(A typical Okinawan 

a. fl name) to a group of Japanese (in Japan), there seemed to be no reaction 

ae of the sort one would expect of a Naichi in Hawaii. In Hawaii, if lI 

mentioned my name to a group of friends (Naichi) they would without 

exception know that I was an Okinawan. However, they would not say 

anything about it. 

One of the important differences between these two reactions 

seems to be the relatively few Okinawans in Japan. However, when I 

came across several Japanese who had either lived on Okinawa or 

served in the Japanese Army on the island and I mentioned my name, 

| they would say, “‘You are an Okinawan, aren’t you?’’ I would say, 
) ‘‘Yes.’? But perhaps because I was an American G. I. they usually 

hesitated in commenting on my being such (Okinawan). 

Naichi student: My mother told me when I asked her about whether 
i she knew about Okinawans before coming to Hawaii, ‘‘In Japan I did 

not see any Okinawans and did not know about them as when I came to 

Hawaii. All that I learned about Okinawa was from books, 

““On the boat we met some (Okinawan women) who wore their obi 
just tied loosely and not like us. You know, the women are dark. 


