
BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: Matthew “Matt” McGranaghan 

 

Dr. Matthew McGranaghan is a retired Professor of Geography from the University of Hawaiʻi 

at Mānoa. He retired in June 2016. McGranaghan taught Computer Cartography, Geographic 

Information Systems, Remote Sensing, and The Geography of Honolulu. He holds a Ph.D. from 

SUNY-Buffalo and an M.A. and B.A. from SUNY-Albany. McGranaghan also inspired this oral 

history project discussing the history of ʻōpelu fishing practices in South Kona with his 1992 

photos of ʻōpelu boats along the shoreline. 
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ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW 

 

with 

 

Matt McGranagan (MM) 

 

May 2, 2022 

 

Via Zoom 

 

BY: Davianna Pōmaikaʻi McGregor (DM) and Kuʻi Keliʻipuleʻole (KK) 

 

DM: Do the slides and I'm going through slides and see what you remember.  

 

MM: I'm going to click, got it here, I think.  

 

DM: Yeah.  

 

MM: I've never done this before. Oh, come on. There. Okay, that's back.  

 

DM: Okay, let me do an introduction. Aloha. Matt McGranagan, Professor of Geography from 

the University of Hawaiʻi, Mānoa. And today is Monday, May 2nd, 2022. The time is 

1:09 and we are myself, Davianna Pōmaika'i McGregor, and Ku'i Keliʻipuleʻole from the 

University of Hawaiʻi Mānoa Center for Oral History. I will be interviewing Professor 

McGranagan about the 'ōpelu boats in South Kona. So thank you so much for inspiring 

this whole project with your interest in these canoes and thank you for being willing to be 

interviewed today.  

 

MM: Well, my pleasure, thank you.  

 

DM: Oh, and where are you coming from? I just. . .  

 

MM: Fort Bragg, California.  

 

DM: Oh!  

 

MM: On the coast, about 170 miles north of San Francisco.  

 

DM: Oh, sounds lovely there.  

 

MM: It is. It's a nice place.  

 

DM: And so I'm Davianna McGregor, I'm at Molokaʻi and Kuʻi is in Mānoa or [unclear]. All 

right, well, so Ku'i, you want to start us off with showing the slides and I'll take some 

notes as we go along. And if you could, could you tell us what number the slide is as we 

go along so we'll have it in the recording also.  
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KK:  Sure. I might have to mute if construction gets too loud. They're doing a lot of work on 

our building right now.  

 

DM: Oh, my. Where are you?  

 

KK: In HIG. Okay. So let me share the screen. So we have it in order. If you didn't. . .  

 

MM: Oh, okay.  

 

KK: . . . And the first bunch is from Hōnaunau. So this is slide number 2 and if you could tell 

us anything you remember, anything you know about either the makers or the boats, how 

it was built, what it's built from?  

 

MM: Well maybe I should back up just a little bit if we've got time, if that's okay.  

 

DM: Yeah.  

 

MM: This was back in 1992, I think. As near as I can establish. I was part of a team-taught 

course that the Geography Department used to run on the Big Island during the 

intersession between the spring term and the fall term. Or, you know, between the fall 

term, over the winter break. I think Brian Murton was the one who was, at the time, 

running the thing and I was sort of drafted on as a junior faculty member with no 

background really in on-the-ground human geography and was supposed to be doing 

something about sort of human geography. And I was new to the islands, I didn't know 

much of anything but as a kid and going through college in those years, I'd built a few 

canoes on the mainland, not Hawaiian-style canoes, sort of Canadian-style canoes, I 

guess some would say. And Brian told me, “Go to the Big Island, find something that 

looks interesting to you, and you're going to take some students around, do something 

sort of 'human-y’.” (Laughs). 

 

 He left it at that and I had a weekend. I drove up and down the coast a little bit and saw 

the ʻōpelu canoes. And I thought, “Oh, that might be interesting and we might go to talk 

to some people.” And we did talk to a few people about them. I was sort of leaving it as a 

little bit of a physical thing that we sort of looked at the design of the boats and the 

construction and the count—just counting the numbers of them up and down the coast 

and ran into some things like you count boats that are clearly out of service now or, you 

know, in such repair that they couldn't be used. So it was sort of a weird background to 

get into it. But when you start looking at these individual boats, I'd never established who 

any of them, or who had built them. We never tried to use like the ID numbers to go back 

and try to find out who had registered them or anything like that. We kept it fairly loose 

and just more observational. So we're looking a lot at the—the thing that was the most 

distinctive, I think, was the ʻiako shapes and construction up and down the coast. But I 

didn't really remember seeing a pattern of which ones, you know, there were some local 

differences, but I don't know that there was any. . . . That probably goes to who the 

builders were, but we never really sorted that out. Well, we did talk to some people who 
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knew builders or had familiarity with them. They said, “Well, you know, it's not complex 

construction. And most any guy that had done some carpentry could probably have built 

these things.” So with that, his background, I'm not going to be able to identify any of the 

builders as we go through these, I'm afraid.  

 

DM: Well, if you could identify, though, what you observe, why you selected this, why you 

chose to photograph. . .  

 

MM: Yeah, well, they showed up in, you know, essentially any of the harbors I could get to or 

any of the beach areas where you could beach to canoe, they were there. And, you know, 

some of them more than others. But that was something we thought would be interesting 

just to look at what the count is. If it was the places that were more, I'll say, more 

Hawaiian or more haole-fied, if there'd be differences between them and I don't know that 

we really ever came up with any patterns on it. The one I'm seeing right here, this first 

one, the ʻiakos look like, at least what I can see in there, it looks like it's you know, it's a 

bent piece of metal that probably was like a handrail gauge of metal. It looks heavier than 

some of the pipes you see on some of the other ones. The cutwater is pretty, a pretty 

shallow angle on that. That seems to be pretty, very common. There is a you know, a nice 

belly to the bottom, sort of like a Sharpie kind of style. So they're good for displaced, you 

know, good displacement, I think. But those things seem to be pretty common all over. 

The thing that seemed to change the most was that, just the variety and the materials that 

were used for the ʻiakos.  

 

KK: Okay. So should we just run through each photo still, or?  

 

MM: We can. Like I said though, I'm not going to identify or tell you who did any of them.  

 

KK: Okay.  

 

DM: Yeah. But even just to know, what you—what caught your eye about it and what you 

notice about the design and the features of it would be helpful to us.  

 

MM: Okay. Okay.  

 

KK: Okay. So that was slide 2. We can go to slide 3.  

 

MM: Okay. Here's, obviously, still in use, right? There are other places where you were seeing 

the boats that weren't in the water, they were back on the beach. These still have the 

outboards on them. So guys were using—we didn't actually get to see anybody use them 

when we made that trip up the coast looking for them.  

 

KK: Shucks. Okay. Slide four.  

 

MM: Yeah, mostly getting at the construction. Again, it looks like it's piping rather than wood 

or being used for the ʻiakos and the amas are wood, the one at the top there, it's in blue. 

And somebody—it wasn't just carpentry because it looked like they had welded on a 
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plate there to bolt it or lag screw the ʻiako and the ama together. The yellow boat in the 

lower end shows the construction quite well that you get a sort of a pentagon cross-

section if you want to think of it that way. It's not just a flat bottom with a curve to it, it is 

actually two boards brought—or two pieces of plywood. All of the ones we saw were 

made of plywood. Even though the older generation, there was a name for them called 

three-board canoes. There was essentially one flat board curved up a little bit on the ends 

and it shaved off to get pointier and two sideboards. So this was—most all the ones we 

saw were after about probably after. . . . I don't know, probably around World War II, I 

suppose, plywood became much more common. But I really never got the ages on any of 

this.  

 

KK: Okay. Here is slide 5.  

 

MM: Again, very typical shape. This one, the one, in the foreground, looks a little bit fuller, 

fuller-bodied, and maybe even a little shorter than some of the other ones. Not quite as 

pointy a bow. The ʻiakos here again, looks like a fairly heavy piece of pipe like it was a 

handrail or something. Kind of gauge. And the ama, again,  looks like a natural piece of 

wood.  

 

KK: Okay. Slide 6.  

 

MM: I guess it's a little skiff in the back, some up on the beach and stacks of tires, and some in 

the water. When the water. . .  

 

KK: Slide 7.  

 

MM: . . . Well we got one, two, three, four on the beach, I think, and one in the water with an 

outboard on it. Presumably, if the outboards are on them, I would guess that somebody 

was using them fairly frequently, rather than leave the outboard out there. One of the sites 

we—a young guy sort of challenged us like, "What are you doing here?" Are you trying 

to steal stuff out of the boats? Once we said, "No, no, no, we're just looking at them, 

appreciating the boats." He was okay with that. Then he started talking about some of the 

guys fishing, older guys. He said, "I wouldn't do it, but the older guys will fish way off 

shore with them." They'll go several miles off shore. 

 

KK: Wow.  

 

MM: He said he thought that was crazy. I don't know, 30 years on, I don't know what anybody 

thinks about them (laughs). I hope there's still some over there. I don't know if anybody's 

looked. And I presume they are.  

 

KK: I don't know if they're at Hōnaunau anymore. I think they've all been removed from 

Hōnaunau.  

 

MM: Wow.  
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DM: There's still Hoʻokena.  

 

MM: Hoʻokena, okay.  

 

DM: And Miloliʻi too.  

 

MM: Good. Good.  

 

KK: So you said the outboards—is that these boards. . .  

 

MM: No, no, no, no. The motor on the back.  

 

KK: Oh, that's an outboard.  

 

MM: Outboard motor.  

 

KK: Oh.  

 

MM: So these things, they go fast for the amount of power they use. They're very efficient.  

 

KK: Oh.  

 

MM: It's a really good design.   

 

KK: Okay. Have you been in one before?  

 

MM: I never have.  

 

KK: Okay. Okay. And here is slide 8.  

 

MM: Again, I don't know who made any of them. The form, you see it in that front one. The 

paint on it looks like it's been a little rough or something. Not sure what's going on, but 

it's got a full, full-ish kind of a belly to it. A good, pretty sharp cutwater. That one looks 

like it isn't two different planes like some of them but a rub rail all around. On the top and 

on the bottom most of them are built that same way. There seems to be part of the—

there's a rail—again, a rub rail or something down there. That probably takes the abuse 

off the joint or the hull side and the bottom [audio unclear].  

 

KK: Right. Okay. Slide 9. Just a different angle.  

 

MM: Different angle, same place. Yeah. 

 

KK: Slide 10.  

 

MM: Three, four, five boats. . . . Yeah, nothing.  
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KK: Okay.  

 

MM: Nothing really standing out. . .  

 

KK: Slide 11 again, I think it's a copy.  

 

MM: It looks like, yeah.  

 

KK: Slide 12.  

 

MM: Same boat and something else in the foreground.  

 

KK: Yes. Do you know what this right here might be? Is it just a pile of rocks or do you know 

if it. . .  

 

MM: I think it's just rock. I'm not sure, but I think it's just rock sticking up.  

 

KK: Okay. Slide 13.  

 

MM: You know that one, again, you're seeing a good view from the side. The cutwater at the 

bow was pretty typical looking. Probably the most typical plan where the two sides come 

in together and that angle is probably constrained by how much flex you can get out of 

the plywood. Most of them, I think, if I remember it, were half-inch plywood maybe. 

Yeah. Probably a half-inch. And the ʻiako there looks again like it's, you know, it's got a 

welded flange on it and it's bolted to the ama. I think, or screws or bolts. One or the other.  

 

KK: Okay. Slide 14.  

 

MM:  It's another one where you get a good side view and it shows how full with the belly on a 

lot of them was. It carried quite a—I'm not sure how much weight you could put in there, 

actually. Quite a bit, I think, for, for the length and the width of the boat.  

 

KK: Right.  

 

MM: And here you're seeing. . . . No, you're not. (Laughs) I'm sorry. You're seeing a piece of 

wood used to hold the tent over the top of the one in the foreground and the ama is still, is 

a metal—or the ʻiako, rather, is still looking like it's a piece of metal that's bent.  

 

KK:  Okay. Slide 15.  

 

MM: Yeah. The one good one on the left, in the center. Here's where you're starting to see a 

little bit—another difference. Instead of having a slight curve to a piece of metal that 

looked like handrail, this one starts to look like the thing where you've got either a sharp 

bend and an almost vertical post to the ama, or there might not even be a bend. In some 

of them, you'll see it's actually 90-degree plumbing fitting. They're just using plumbing 

pipe. But we're not really a close-up on this one but I think we'll—you can see the 
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difference between the way that leg or the ama comes out—yeah, sorry—the ʻiako comes 

out and goes down to the ama vertically, vertically. Then the one in the background, it's 

angled and curved.  

 

KK: Mmhmm.  

 

MM: A little more sophisticated or maybe somebody has got access to a pipe-bending machine, 

to do that.  

 

KK: Right. Slide 16, it's that orange one. 

 

MM: Yeah. It's the same one again I think, isn't it? Yeah.  

 

KK: Right. Okay. Slide 17, same orange one.  

 

MM: Must be the color that attracted me, too. The ama there, it looks like it's a, I don't know, 

nāwiliwili or something? It's just a straight-grown timber, I think. But it looks like it's 

shaped a little bit at the bow.  

 

KK: Slide 18.  

 

MM: A good view of the cross-section. That angle at the bottom gets carried through the 

forward and then becomes sharper, right at the bow.  

 

KK: I see. Okay.  

 

MM: Yup, that angle right there. I had thought that maybe we'd see differences in that, but I 

don't remember that being something we found. I think that everybody just sort of put it 

together with about that same angle. It wasn't very sensitive.  

 

KK: Slide 19.  

 

MM: (Laughs) Same sort of thing. Again, it's got that nice full belly to it, like a sharpie off the 

New England coast might have had. But it does bring in an angled body that's going to be 

nicer in a chop. The way they brought the rub rail on the bottom up into the bow probably 

does a little bit of keeping spray down too. Now we're seeing the—it looks like—I'm not 

sure. I think I'm seeing a little bit of a more proud manu standing up, keeping, yeah. 

Keeping spray off the boat. I hadn't really. . . . I hadn't remembered. I think there's a slide 

or two in here where people have done a little more, I don't know, craftsmanship. A little 

more pride in the construction of manu.  

 

MM: Hm, I see. Okay. Slide 20. Same boat.  

 

MM: Same boat. Same.  

 

KK: Okay. Slide 21.  
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MM: (Laughs) Our old friend.  

 

KK: (Laughs) Yeah, that's the orange one. Slide 22.  

 

MM: Probably the same guy. Same paint, same bucket of paint.  

 

KK: Okay.  

 

MM: Yeah. Oh, there's off to the side here, that's one of these ones, where it's just plumbing 

pipe and pipe fittings.  

 

KK: [Inaudible].  

 

MM: Yeah, exactly. No fancy bending of fancy stuff. It's just an iron pipe. And some kind of 

flange at the bottom. I'm not sure. . . . I can't quite make out how they did that. Sort of 

non—you know, it doesn't have that Tahitian, Polynesian—oh, I forget. There's like two 

inverted V kinds of things where you could do it all with sticks and tie it together. No, 

there's materials that were at hand. It's plywood for the construction or water pipe here 

for the ʻiakos.  

 

KK:  Right. Okay. Slide 23.  

 

MM:  Well one of the things here is it's another slide where there's a skiff mixed in there. The 

aluminum, I don't know, from Montgomery Wards or Sears or somebody, an aluminum 

skiff. They're kind of burdens. You know, they'll carry a lot of weight for the weight of 

the boat but they probably—I'd much rather be on a three board canoe than the 'ōpelu 

canoe if it were at all rough out there, I think.  

 

KK:  Mmhmm. Slide 24, different angle.  

 

MM:  Same place, yeah.  

 

MM:  Slide 25.  

 

MM:  Not in the greatest repair. But again, you get to see the shape of it pretty good.  

 

KK:  Okay. So now we're on to [inaudible] boats. I think there's just one at [inaudible]. So slide 

27.  

 

MM:  Yeah. Here's another one where somebody had access to two other materials. It looks like 

it's a pipe of some kind used for the ama with a couple of joints or bends in the front of it. 

It looks like probably, you know, a stainless handrail kind of pipe for the for the ʻiakos. 

Probably bolted—but maybe welded, even—together. I can't tell. I don't remember.  
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KK:  And because there's one picture, I'm assuming there was just this one boat. Do you 

remember?  

 

MM:  I think that's probably right. If there were more, probably would have taken more slides 

of it. But this one looks like the. . . . You know they've painted it. It looks shiny enough 

that I can't tell what kind of paint it is.  

 

KK:  Okay. Now on to Hoʻokena. 

 

MM:  Hoʻokena.  

 

KK:  This is my 29.  

 

MM:  I'm not sure what particularly stood out there, maybe just getting the boat itself. It does 

look like it's got a more rounded profile to the bow. It's not as inclined to cut water. It's 

steeper and rounded. Again, I don't know who or why.  

 

KK:  Okay.  

 

MM:  Or am I looking at the stern there? That's probably the stern. And there's your water pipe. 

. .  

 

KK:  30.  

 

MM:  . . . Used again. And probably lag screwed onto the ama. And right beside it, the heavier, 

the thicker handrail kind of pipe. In both cases, probably tied down rather than using U-

bolts or something. The lashing actually is probably stronger but more flexible. So it 

takes a shock better between the—if the ama and the canoe are rising at different rates. A 

lashing is better than bolting it together there.  

 

KK: Okay. Slide 31.  

 

MM:  Oh. Yeah. Some of them were in disrepair.  

 

KK:  Right? Yeah, I think the next few are of this boat. Slide 32.  

 

MM:  Yeah. You know, who knows what the story is there that at some point it might be 

cheaper to just build a new one than fix your old one. Or maybe somebody just decided to 

get out of the fishery altogether and just let the boat go. I never knew.  

 

KK:  Slide 33.  

 

MM:  It's a pencil. . . (laughs). . . and a can of Pepsi. Yeah.  

 

KK:  Maybe you could. . .  
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MM:  That almost looks like that isn't plywood. That looks like it might have been planks. That 

one might be one-inch or three-quarter-inch planks that are used there, the way it looks 

right on the top of that gunnel.  

 

KK:  Right. We're on slide 34.  

 

MM:  Yeah. I think there's going to be another picture of those two from the side. But that I 

mean, that looks more like somebody who has really spent some time shaping a nice 

manu to, maybe to look nice but also to keep spray, keep wash from coming over the 

front.  

 

KK:  Mmhmm.  

 

MM:  I think there's another slide in here with that trim there just below.  

 

KK:  Slide 30.  

 

MM: Yeah, there you go. There you go. Yeah. Now I look at that from the side and I think, 

jeez, that looks almost like somebody might have molded a piece of fiberglass to get that 

rather than carved it. From the back, it looked carved. But look at it here it looks almost 

like maybe somebody molded it.  

 

KK:  Oh. It does look like that.  

 

MM:  My memory of the one or two guys that we talked to said, you know, just guys just put 

them together and use whatever materials you got handy. Somebody recently built 

something, built a house, or worked on a construction site that has some scrap that you 

can pick up, use that.  

 

KK:  Okay. Yes.  

 

MM:  There's a nice piece of trim on there. I think that might be the only boat we saw that had 

that little motif there. Yeah. And is that a name behind there?  

 

KK:  Uh huh.  

 

MM:  It looks like kuʻu. . . . Something, I'm losing in this shade.  

 

KK:  Mm, yeah. We just had a hard time figuring it out, but I think we finally settled on 

Kuʻuleilani.  

 

MM:  Okay, okay. That's nice. Good honorific. I like it.  

 

KK:  Okay. Slide 36.  
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MM:  Yeah, there's another slide—the connection between the ʻiako and the ama and looks 

there like it's bolted right through the ama up into a plate that's welded under the end of 

the ʻiako.  

 

KK:  Mmhmm.  

 

MM:  So somebody had access to a welder. It isn't just the wood.  

 

KK: Right. Slide 37.  

 

MM: Yeah, the simplicity of that for casting aside any water coming over the bow, that's two 

pieces of wood cut and trimmed to an angle and stuck on there.  

 

KK:  Slide 38.  

 

MM:  You know, none of these are covered with, like, a fancy piece of sewn nylon for a boat 

cover or something like West Marine today. Any of them that were covered, it was a 

couple of pieces of sheet tin—roofing tin. Again, probably the most common of the 

shapes for the ʻiako and the ama, just a piece of timber. Not dimension lumber that 

somebody's picked up.  

 

KK:  Mmhmm. Slide 39.  

 

MM:  Hmm. Sort of the same story. Maybe these guys haven't been in the water for a year or 

two or more.  

 

KK:  Right.  

 

MM:  The little shaping on ama there, somebody's put a little bit of a point on it. A little fancier 

than just having a stick out in the forest.  

 

KK:  Slide 40.  

 

MM:  Sort of, again, the same sort of thing.  

 

KK:  Slide 41.  

 

MM:  I wonder if any of the registration numbers could still lead back to who owned these 

boats.  

 

KK:  Yeah. I've been meaning to get a hold of DOBAR [Division of Boating and Ocean 

Recreation] to see if they can let us know any of the past owners. But I just haven't gotten 

around to doing that yet.  

 

MM:  I never did, either. You do it faster than I did.  
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(Laughter) 

 

KK:  Okay, slide 42.  

 

MM:  That's one of the students and I think her name was Rita, but I haven't been able to get the 

registrar's records yet to figure out who was registered because it was Murton's class. I've 

got to work through the department chair to try to find out. Where she was taking notes 

on something, I presume, is about either the size of the boat or the shape of it or 

something.  

 

DM:  The ʻiako has a different kind of shape. . .  

 

MM:  Yeah. This is that more gentle curve. It's a long straight bar, basically, with a gentle curve 

in it. Somebody—it's hard to do that by just grabbing the pipe and bending it. You've got 

to have a press or something to do that, I think.  

 

DM:  And then the ama. . .  

 

MM:  Yeah. And the ama on that one, yeah. Look at that. Yes. That's shaped and a little more—

I'm not sure what—if you just call it traditional or not, you know, with these canoes, I'm 

not sure what the tradition really is, but it—yeah.  

 

KK:  You know, this makes me think that it would not be so hydrodynamic because. . .  

 

KK:  No, for sure. It's going to—it might help ride out, but there is so little resistance that they 

go over, usually right through a rising wave. That might be sort of a root mass or 

something with the timber growing up out of it and they just got lucky. Or it might be 

glued on or screwed on. It's hard to tell from the photo. I'm sorry, I don't remember.  

 

KK:  Okay. Interesting. Okay, slide 43.  

 

MM:  Yeah. Sort of more of the standard—yeah. The metal ʻiako. I think there are some 

wooden ones in here. But I don't remember which harbor we found all of that. . .  

 

KK:  Slide 44.  

 

MM:  That's one of the students. I think his name was Bill.  

 

KK: Bill. Okay. Slide 45.  

 

MM:  There's nothing really sticking out there.  

 

KK:   Okay. Slide 46.  

 

MM:  Another one with the metal ʻiakos. A clear number and probably can even almost make 

out the registration date. It looks like still was good in '90.  
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KK:  Mmhmm. Slide. . .  

 

MM:  Oh, and some people in the background. That one might be a good one, for people 

recognizing who's around.  

 

KK:  Yeah. We've had a few people guess at who they thought they were, but I don't know if 

we know for sure yet who they are. Slide 47.  

 

MM:  Yeah, nothing special. But again, it shows the angle on that cut water on the bow pretty 

well. Yeah.  

 

KK:  Slide 48.  

 

MM:  Again. Very typical. Nice one.  

 

KK:  Slide 49. Same boat.  

 

MM:  That's the same one again, yeah. A piece of wood sticking out. Well, no, I guess that's 

just the ama sticking up, right? It isn't even shaped, the one further to the left or to the 

right where you got the pointer. Yeah. I can't quite be sure from the way the photograph 

is angled. But that might just be the end of the ama, just being a straight-cut versus that 

one that was more proudly shaped about four slides back.  

 

KK:  Oh, yeah, yeah, yeah, right. Okay. So these, these dates here—because this one looks like 

it says zero zero or maybe it says nine zero? 

 

MM:  Probably was nine zero. This was fall of '92, maybe January '93. But I have a vague 

recollection of not thinking that people had to worry very much about keeping the 

registrations real current over there.  

 

KK:  Oh, I see, okay. 

 

MM:  It seemed like, eh, maybe nobody's bothered. Nobody's going to give you a hard time.  

 

KK:  Yes. Okay. Slide 50. Same boat.  

 

MM:  Same boat, I think. Oh, that's got a name on it.  

 

KK:  Mmhmm. Yeah. We haven't figured out who Caballeh is yet. Slide 51.  

 

MM:  Oh, that's got another one of the molded pieces up there and a little bit of trim.  

 

KK:  I think. . .  

 

MM:  Maybe the same builder or same club or access to a club. Don't know.  
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KK:  Interesting. Okay.  

 

MM:  But this one shows a little bit of—the manu looks like it's carved with a curved top out of 

a plank or maybe even out of a piece of log. I'm not sure. That arch—sorry. Yeah. Further 

to the rear. To the back. To the left. Yeah, right there. That looks like it's arched.  

 

KK:  It does.  

 

MM:  To me it does. Or like it's carved to be arch-shaped. And I haven't been paying attention, 

but I think most of them were flat that we saw before, maybe not.  

 

KK:  You're right. Interesting.  

 

MM:  And that looks more like. . . . Well, like on the Hawaiiloa, it's definitely a nice carved 

arch up there. It's got a—so maybe somebody—who knows (laughs). I'm sorry, there's so 

much (laughs).  

 

KK:  No, this is great. Okay. Slide 52, the same boat, I think.  

 

MM:  Yeah. Yeah. Must be.  

 

KK:  Okay. Slide 53.  

 

MM:  You know, again, the ama there, it just cuts straight across the front. Looks like it's just 

lopped off.  

 

KK:  Okay.  

 

MM:  The tin roof cover (laughs).  

 

KK:  Yup.  

 

MM:  It works (laughs). Why go to the canvas shop for something that's not going to last 

anywhere near as long?  

 

KK:  Mmhmm. Slide 54.  

 

MM:  Here's somebody who's got a paddling canoe beside it. Looks like. . . . Yeah. I have no 

idea if the ‘ōpelu boats were ever used as just sort of recreational paddling boats. No idea. 

They were very practical boats to work the fishermen. 

 

KK:  Right. Interesting. Okay. Slide 55.  

 

MM:  Another little hint at the construction there. It looks like we've got, you know, screws or 

nails through the hull to hold it together. Probably they're just steel. They're not stainless 
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steel. They're not anything fancy. That might be another one—that might be plank or it 

might be cut out of narrower strips of plywood. The way the rounding on the edge at the 

top looks almost—guess this one might have been plank.  

 

KK:  Yeah. Okay. Slide 56 is a canoe.  

 

MM:  Yeah.  

 

KK:  Slide 57.  

 

MM:  Oh, poor thing. It always saddens me to see a boat fall in disrepair, but they're built 

practically, for a purpose. At some point, it gets past its serviceable life.  

 

KK:  Yeah. Slide 58.  

 

MM:  Again, nothing particularly special. Maybe a license plate you could run down there. I'm 

not sure (laughs).  

 

KK:  Yes. Okay. Slide fifty—okay, so now we're on Nāpōʻopoʻo boats. So this is slide 60. 

 

MM:  Yeah, that one, sort of rough shape.  

 

KK:  Yeah.  

 

MM:  Looks like plywood.  

 

KK:  Okay. Yes. Slide 61.  

 

MM: Now look at that one. 

 

KK:  Yeah.  

 

MM:  No metal. No metal for the, for the ama or the ʻiako, you know. Nothing fancy. It's a—it 

is a little bit fancy in that they've got a joint there. You can see in the middle, where it's 

brown. I think that's fiberglass wrapped around the ʻiako. But you can see there is a seam 

through it. It's—sorry, my brain is locking up, you know, it's two pieces glued together, 

laminated through there. And probably done to get this knee done on the—right there, 

yes. To get the connection, to get that angle. So they've taken a straight beam—it doesn't 

even look like—it might have been dimension lumber, it's not clear to me looking at the 

moving part of the ʻiako. But this is an organic thing that probably was, you know, the 

way a branch grew.  

 

KK:  Right.  

 

MM:  And they have that together. The attachment down below looks like there might be a bolt 

through there, but it looks also like it's tied.  



 

18 

 

KK:  Yes.  

 

MM:  And this one's showing those—the nails in the center of the vertical part of the hull right 

there. So it's maybe a sign that it was planks put together rather than just slicing a chunk 

of plywood.  

 

KK:  Okay. Oh yeah.  

 

MM: So probably an older boat.  

 

KK: Okay Slide 62, it's a close-up.  

 

MM:  Yeah, a close-up but now when you see—it's three pieces laminated, right? There's a 

seam in the top of that also.  

 

KK:  Right. Okay. Slide 63.  

 

MM:  Oh, yeah, it is tied. They bolted a piece to the ama and then ran the lashing under that 

which would give you a nice joint with some flex and it would be stronger and probably 

lasted at least as long as the bolts will. Easier to take it apart if you did want to take it 

apart and put it on the truck and take it someplace else.  

 

KK:  Oh, great, yup. 

 

MM:  Because those ones that are bolted together are rusted bolts. It's going to be a real hard 

thing to take apart. This one, yeah the bolt’s going to rust, but you still can unlash it.  

 

KK:  Yeah. Okay. Slide 64.  

 

MM:  It's that boat, same boat.  

 

KK:  Slide 65.  

 

MM:  Pretty coastline. Pretty rocky.  

 

KK:  Yeah. Yes, very rocky. Okay. Slide—okay [inaudible] boats now. So slide 67. So a 

couple of boats in here.  

 

MM:  Yeah, I can't really see much detail on that, sorry. 

 

KK:  Slide 68.  

 

MM:  That one looks like you got sort of two different shapes on the ama or on the ʻiakos, 

rather. One looks like it's higher. Maybe the bow is higher and the stern is a little lower.  
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KK:  Right.  

 

MM:  I think some of the paddling canoes get done that way. Just so you don't bury that first 

one if you're hitting a waves.  

 

KK:  Yes. Slide 69. 

 

MM:  But I think the rest of the canoes, of these ʻōpelu boats, we haven't seen that 

differentiation.  

 

KK:  That's true. Yes.  

 

MM:  And that's the same boat from a different angle, isn't it?  

 

KK:  Mmhmm. Yes.  

 

MM:  Yeah. It does look like—huh! I'm not quite sure.  

 

KK:  It does kind of [look]—like a different angle here.  

 

MM:  Yeah, but I would have expected the one on the front to be higher and from this angle, it 

looks like it's lower now. Again, from what the guys were telling, they were saying you 

make it with what you got. 

 

KK:  Yeah.  

 

MM:  So it could be just that's the shape that he had. I don't know. The first time he done it, it 

came up that way. The second time, it came up the other way. Not sure.  

 

KK:  Okay. Slide 70.  

 

MM:  I guess just the connection, again, between the ʻiako and the ama. Looks like they welded 

a plate on and then bolted it.  

 

KK:  Right.  

 

MM:  Or maybe even U-bolts are on—I can't be sure. I think it's probably bolted and just cut 

one—cut an angle on the front.  

 

KK:  Okay. Slide 71.  

 

MM: Mm. Sure, is that—that's the same boat from another angle again.  

 

KK:  It is, yeah.  
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MM:  We're seeing—I'm not sure what we're seeing, but that piece of water pipe there with the 

angles. Yeah. I don't know. Maybe that and there's other—it looks like PVC pipe or 

something up there. Maybe that was used for holding nets or something. 

 

KK:  Oh.  

 

MM:  Don't know, don't know. It's too short to be another ʻiako.  

 

KK:  Right.  

 

MM:  But it is that sort of water pipe contraption for something.  

 

KK:  So I'm curious, do you know what this is making this pattern—is that fiberglass under 

there?  

 

MM:  Yeah, it is. It looks like there's a pretty coarse fiberglass woven piece there just behind 

the bow. It looks like there's probably a carved piece of wood in front of that and then 

made it up to plywood and then it's all fiberglass together.  

 

KK:  Okay. Slide 72.  

 

MM:  Same guy. Man—I must have been fascinated with this. . .  

 

(Laughter) 

 

KK:  Yeah. Okay. Slide 73. Same guy.  

 

MM:  Same guy. I'll be darned. Yeah, you got to be curious now as to whether those other 

pieces of pipe are for handling that or for what? I don't know.  

 

KK:  Yeah. Slide 74.  

 

MM:  No idea. Fiberglass hulls? I don't know. Probably more for recreation for a paddling 

team, I guess.  

 

KK:  Yeah. Okay. Slide 75. Same boat.  

 

MM:  Same one.  

 

KK:  Slide 76.  

 

MM: I'm not even sure. I'm guessing it's the canoe out there. It could be a skiff.  

 

KK:  Yeah.  

 

MM:  Probably canoe.  
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DM:  I think he said it was a sampan.  

 

MM:  Oh. Okay. Okay.  

 

KK:  Okay. Slide 77.  

 

MM:  I'm guessing that's in Mōʻiliʻili. Miloliʻi, rather. Miloliʻi. 

 

DM:  Miloliʻi? Yeah.  

 

MM:  Fire station? Do they still have that water desalination plant down there? They had a 

refrigeration unit of some kind. . .  

 

DM:  There's an ice house. 

 

MM:  Yeah. Is that still a going thing? 

 

DM:  I don't know. I haven't been there for a long time.  

 

MM:  Yeah, me too.  

 

DM:  They were talking about it, about the ice house this weekend.  

 

MM:  Oh yeah. Okay.  

 

DM:  I mean, that they had gotten once.  

 

MM:  Yeah. I remember when we were down there, some of the people talking about it—was 

really useful, that if you'd been out fishing all night, you'd be able to put the fish on ice in 

the ice house thing and then get a few hours of sleep before you had to drive it into 

market someplace. Yeah.  

 

KK:  Okay, slide 78. Now we're on to Keauhou boats. I think these are the last bunch.  

 

MM:  Okay. It's a nice trip down memory lane—oh yeah, this one was different! Good, good, 

good, good.  

 

KK:  Yeah.  

 

MM:  Yeah, it's just a straight—it looks like it's dimension lumber for the top part of the ʻiakos, 

and then I think there's probably a close-up within a couple of shots of here. But I think 

it's just like a metal bracket that somebody's built or found and bolted it together—again, 

sort of non-traditional, I guess.  

 

KK:  Maybe we can get it. . .  
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MM: Yeah, let's keep going. I think there's a close-up.  

 

KK:  Okay, slide 80.  

 

MM:  Uh, it's a little bit in shade and it's a different boat, but it's the same construction. They've 

got that sort of triangular bracket that's bolted to the top of the ʻiako and presumably 

bolted to the ama there.  

 

KK:  Right.  

 

MM:  And I don't think we saw that at any of the other harbors.  

 

KK:  Yeah. This is very interesting to me, these brackets. Slide 81. 

 

MM:  Yeah, this is much more like, yeah, here's a, you know, it's another one but same idea, 

slightly different bracket. This one looks almost like one of those things you buy in the 

hardware store to hold a shelf up.  

 

KK:  Yeah, that's what somebody else was saying, looks like for shelves.  

 

MM:  Yeah. Again, whatever was handy.  

 

KK:  Okay. Slide 82.  

 

MM:  Looks like somebody had something fancier going on there. It's like the surf ski on a rack 

and something I guess, not sure. Some kind of little dinghy.  

 

KK:  Yeah. Slide 83.  

 

MM:  I like the color of that one. The bamboo—I don't know (laughs). It's not tied down like 

it's being used as an ama, but who knows? Maybe it's just used as a roller for moving the 

thing off the beach.  

 

KK: Okay. Slide 84. This is our last photo.  

 

MM:  Another one of these ones with the metal brackets.  

 

KK: Right.  

 

MM: And a different design than either of the other ones that we saw. Slightly. Maybe just—

maybe even somebody just bent this one out of a piece of strap iron.  

 

KK: Yeah. I never really looked at how it bolted into the ama, but it's not the same kind of—

where it has that brace? 
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MM: Yeah. No, it's just—they just sunk a bolt through that bracket.  

 

KK: Interesting. Okay. Well, that was the last one. [Inaudible] sharing.  

 

MM: No, I'm sorry I don't remember more about it. I want to say—I think we talked to—

Kaupiko. Willy Kaupiko?  

 

DM: Yeah.  

 

MM: [Inaudible] over there? 

 

DM: He's from Miloliʻi. 

 

MM: Yeah, that's—he might have either been a guy we talked to or he put us in touch with 

somebody. For some reason, Brother Walter is coming to mind, and I don't know who 

that might have been.  

 

KK: Okay.  

 

DM: Well, Willy's at Miloliʻi. But you have a lot of Ho'okena boats.  

 

MM: Mmhmm.  

 

DM: Oh, well, there is Walter Paulo, Uncle Walter Paulo, maybe? 

 

MM: Could be.  

 

DM: He also brought the ʻōpelu fishing to Waiʻanae, was teaching the Waiʻanae kids how to 

do ‘ōpelu fishing.  

 

MM:  Well, that's kind of [inaudible].  

 

DM:  Yeah, Walter Paulo. He had a patch over one eye.  

 

MM:  Boy, that doesn't ring a bell.  

 

DM:  He usually wore a pāpale, a hat, and shorts and, yeah. 

 

MM:  Doesn't ring a bell. Sorry, I wish it did (laughs).  

 

DM:  Yeah. We were reading about, you know, you were interested in maybe doing some kind 

of publication. What would you like to see us do with the information that we gather? Or 

is there something in particular you would want us to be asking the persons we contact 

about? 
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MM:  I didn't really have an agenda (laughs). Like I said, I kind of got backed into doing this as 

a class exercise or finding something to do in this—I had built a few canoes in my earlier 

days and thought, "Oh, that caught my eye." So we went and took a look at—and there 

were some differences. I presume it goes down to the actual builder. We never did 

manage to connect with somebody who was a builder. Shortly after we did the trip over 

there, I got sucked into an administrative position and the whole project just hit the skids 

and I was just delighted that MaryAnne, when I told her I had this trove of slides, I was 

delighted she had some interest. I think it would be really cool if some of the story of, the 

guys that built them, the guys that fished them. I'm not the good point of contact for this. 

You got to find somebody that actually did take them out because like I said, we ran this 

young kid probably, you know, 17, 18. That was just saying, "Oh, the old guys will take 

these out to sea, but it's crazy. I Wouldn't do that. They're insane," kind of thing. And he 

described, you know, they'd go out miles offshore. There was something in—I don't 

know if you've run across that article that Bill Bonk had done?  

 

DM:  Not at all. We'll try to look for it. Keep an eye out.  

 

MM:  He had a little bit of stuff about the way the canoes were used and some of the advantages 

of using these over the fiberglass skiffs that you started to be able to buy or the aluminum 

skiffs that after the Second World War, were starting to become available, even in maybe 

the 60s and 70s, even more available. He pointed out that if a storm comes up and you're 

out there in a skiff, you're going to get blown to wherever it wants to take you. He said if 

something bad like that happens or if the engine dies on the three-board canoe, you can 

basically sink it down into the water. Fill it with water, it'll still stay afloat and it won't 

drift with the wind. It'll stay with the current. So if you're off, if you're afraid of drifting 

away from the island, you're only going to go a half knot rather than 15 knots or 

something. He said and then you can bail it out and go on your way. He had run across 

some people that said these are the boats to be in. I have no idea if people still—'92, was 

probably—I know I've been down in that area. The last time I was down on that coast 

was—oh, boy. It would have been '97 or '98. So not anywhere near now to find out 

whether anybody is still fishing now. I hope somebody is. I hope that's still active.  

 

KK:  There's a couple. Using those ‘ōpelu boats. 

 

MM:  Yeah, I think I've actually seen a YouTube video that somebody had—yeah.  

 

KK:  Yeah, I think that was [inaudible] Hoʻokena.  

 

MM:  Yeah. Yeah. That's, that's way cool. I don't know if the National Park Service can put 

something together and have a little display with some of the story of this stuff. That 

would be, that would be way cool. Not my part of it (laughs), the fisherman's part. The 

boats speak for themselves. They're way cool.  

 

KK:  Yeah.  
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MM:  Neat design. It really is a very neat design. Yeah. Using the materials that are available in 

the era and to good purpose. You don't have to find a big tree. That's real hard. If you can 

do this out of plywood or out of planks, that's not so bad.  

 

KK:  No. Sorry. Did you say the name of the person that wrote the—I don't know if you said it 

was a book or a paper, was it. . .  

 

MM:  It's like a paper. I saw it, it looked like it had been typed maybe on a Selectric. So maybe 

early 70s kind of typewriter. Bill Bonk. William Bonk.  

 

KK:  B-O-N-K? 

 

MM:  Is Keiko Bonk still around? 

 

DM:  Oh, I don't know if she's still. . .  

 

MM:  Her dad. It's her dad. 

 

DM:  Yeah.  

 

KK:  Okay.  

 

DM:  He was an archeologist.  

 

KK:  Oh, okay.  

 

MM:  Yeah. Right. He's got to be gone.  

 

DM:  He has, I think, passed, yeah. 

 

MM:  Yeah, yeah, yeah.  

 

DM:  Yeah. Bonk. B-O-N-K, Bill Bonk.  

 

MM:  He had looked at these, I didn't know it at the time. I ran across his thing a couple of 

years after we had messed with it. I don't know. Maybe I threw it in that binder with the 

photos and maybe I didn't.  

 

DM:  You know, I think there was—I think she did have something with the Bonk in what she 

gave us and I thought I read it a little bit. Have to look at it. I thought I saw something. 

Maybe not. He did a lot of stuff on Molokaʻi, so I have some stuff on Molokaʻi. Yeah.  

 

DM:  Yeah. This one's Molokaʻi.  

 

MM:  Mm.  
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DM:  Okay. Well, and was there any indication at the time that it was passing for any particular 

reasons, you know, the use of it was getting. . .  

 

MM:  Other than that kid saying, "I wouldn't do it, it's insane." But he could have been taught 

(laughs). I don't know. This whole era that we were living in seems to be so concerned 

with not doing it yourself, with buying the glass boat from I don't know, some big 

corporation someplace. I just thought that there were—it's not a traditional-looking 

canoe. It's not carved out of a log. It's not quite that thing. But it's—I've never seen him 

anywhere else. So I'd say it's an indigenous creation of the time and the place. Yeah. And 

really, I think very well suited to the fishery. I mean, you can—a narrow boat like that, a 

canoe shape in general, you can drive very easily. You don't need a 50 horsepower 

outboard motor for it, a few gallons of fuel is going to last you a whole weekend and you 

got a little four horsepower motor on it and it's going to go as fast as you'd want it to go.  

 

DM:  Okay. Well, we'll keep you updated and what we find.  

 

MM:  Thank you. Thank you. I'd be delighted to hear anything. I was really psyched when 

MaryAnne showed any interest and when I heard from you guys, I said, "Holy cow, that's 

great."  

 

(Laughter) 

 

MM: I don't know if MaryAnne [inaudible] closer. She probably knows offhand how many of 

the canoes are still around or if there are new ones being built these days. I have no idea. 

I sure hope they are.  

 

MM:  So she thought that it started to go out of use because of new regulations preventing the 

boats from being stored on the beach.  

 

MM:  Oh!  

 

DM:  But it turns out that people are just saying that, you know, when the young people, young 

men went away, then it was harder for the older men to keep to take the boats in because 

they relied on the whoever's around to help them [Inaudible]. . .  

 

MM:  . . . [Inaudible] They gotta have enough hands to carry that in, yeah.  

 

DM:  And so they started to buy skiffs. That it was easier to take in and out on your own with a 

trailer.  

 

MM: Oh! At a launch point, rather than at the beach.  

 

DM:  Yeah. So I'm not sure what role—and I don't know that they were banned, but I know 

there was some concern that they were—you saw the photos, how they were lifted up on 

all those tires. It seems like it could easily fall and I guess when the beach started to get 
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mixed-use with recreational users then I think that might have been when they were 

asked no longer to store their boats on the shoreline there.  

 

MM:  Oh.  

 

DM:  So that probably [inaudible] as well.  

 

MM:  That would do it.  

 

DM:  Yeah, I think it was already—there were people who were already transitioning into the 

skiffs.  

 

MM:  Yeah.  

 

DM:  Probably generational. The older generation still use—like you were saying, the older 

generation still use the old style, but the newer generation use something easier.  

 

MM:  There was a boat designer whose name is going out of my head now. Phil? Maybe I'll 

think of it in a second. That cracked the US fishing regulations back to sort of the '70s, 

'80s. They went to a thing where they were limiting the length of—essentially the fishing 

boat fleet became shorter and stubbier and a lot more fuel-inefficient to drive. You're just 

like pushing a brick through the water instead of pushing an arrow through the water. Phil 

Bolger. Phil Bolger. He designed a bunch of fishing boats for the New England fisheries 

that were going to be more fuel efficient. I think his response was probably to the early 

'70s oil crisis. But he kept pushing those ideas and a lot of his designs were the fiberglass 

together—it's a plywood boat with fiberglass seams. There's another guy, James 

Wharram, an Englishman that designs boats like that. And any of the canoe shapes forms, 

It's just so much more efficient to drive through the water than these big, fat, stubby 

things. Even if you can take tons of ice with you and all your friends and or whatever 

electronic devices you'll want to have to entertain yourself or whatever. I'm a canoe 

partisan. Just a canoe partisan. I'll just leave it at that. Sorry, I couldn't think of one more 

of the names and be sure of context to run down, but I sure hope you can find some 

people who remember those boats.  

 

DM:  Yeah. Yeah.  

 

MM:  Yeah. I think we were over there. I think we had three days or something as a class to do 

that. There wasn't much time for talking with people but Kaupiko, I think that's, I think 

that's the right name.  

 

DM:  Yeah. Willy Kaupiko.  

 

MM:  Was he sort of the, like, the postmaster or mayor down there or something, had some 

formal role or had a little storefront maybe down there.  
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DM:  Maybe. Yeah. I mean, he was one of the community leaders for sure. And I think, helpful 

getting that ice plant and the diesel unit to some of the nonprofits—there was a nonprofit 

group that he helped set up.  

 

MM:  Yeah. That was part of the—and the diesel plant was tied in with getting fire hydrants 

and a water system for—it allowed the people building houses on homelands down there 

to get fire insurance. Was a whole part of the package because there was all of a 

sudden—there was a water supply and fire hydrants.  

 

DM:  Wow.  

 

MM:  [Inaudible] the stories I heard down there. Yeah, way cool part of the world.  

 

DM:  Yeah. Yes.  

 

MM:  [Inaudible] for me. Say hi.  

 

DM:  All right. Well, thank you so much. It's been really great. You know, looking back in time 

with you and getting your insights on what, what attracted you to these canoes or. . .  

 

MM:  I'm sorry. It's me. They're captivating, though. Anyway, thank you guys for doing this. 

This is way cool. I hope something interesting comes of it. I think it will already, it 

sounds like you found a few people who know a little bit about them. Yeah. Wow. Well. 

(Laughs) Thank you.  

 

DM:  All right, well have a nice evening. Thank you very much. Aloha.  

 

MM:  Aloha.  

 

KK:  Aloha.  

 


