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Waves of change coine faster now 
HANALEI - The past and the 

present coexist on Kauai's North Shore 
sometimes peacefully and sometimes 
harshly, but in a way unlike most 
anywhere else. 

Canoes still ply the Hanale1 River and 
Bay, but for sport, not for-fishing or as 

LL lo • f: I • ,.,. .Is:& 1 app;a• t• t:t. 

community. Some old-time residents 
welcome it for the jobs it creates . 
Others are concerned. that it has 
focused attention on the North Shore, 
bringing people to buy land. dnving 
prices and taxes up. 

"That's the way it goes," said Kapeka 
, ,_ n ~I n M tlou1 ..,..,U, a• ,., 1 .. _.il"-'1".'1 

and held up by a pair of Warren trusses 
added in the 1960s. It was rusting ·away 
and the state proposed a sweeping, two­
lane concrete bridge to span the river 

Residents erupted 10 protest, and a 
decade later a $650 000 strengthening 
program, which do~n•t alter the 
tmdV's looks or v.ri111ll bas bWlmli Jt 
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The Hanalel pier. above, Is a reminder of the 
days when most people got Into and around the 
area by water. Those days are gone and the old' 
way of life by water Is going too. some say. 
Now people come to Hanalel by road - across 
the aging bridge, below. Some residents resist 
plans to replace the bridge, both tor lilstory's 
sake and to slow development 



harshly: but in a -way unlike°'mosC ~ 
anywhere else. 

Canoes still ply the Hanalei River and 
Bay, but for sport, not for fishing or as 
a means of travel. Taro 1s grown on the 
flatlands of Hanalei Valley, Waioli, 
W.aipa and Wainiha, but much of it is 
shipl)e!i to Honolulu these days rather 
than · sunp,ly feeding the local families. 

Change was slow through the 1800s 
and the early half of this century, but 
in th e last 10 or 15 yf>ars, it's been 
breakneck by the standards of this 
area. 

Henry Gomes, who's lived here all of 
his 68 years, took his boat and went 
fishing recently, moving through small 
channels in the reefs, each of which has 
a name. He counted as he went, and 
from Hanalei to Haena, there were 800 
people on the beach. 

At Kee, a place at the end of the road 
where a break in the reef allows boats 
to enter a small lagoon, was a haven 
for boats moving along the Na Pali 
Coast during stormy weather. Gomes 
found 100 people swimming and 
sunbathing there. He couldn't have 
brought his boat in for fear of hurting 
someone, it was so crowded. 

Just 10 or 15 years ago, the beaches 
would have been nearly deserted. What 
would he see? 

"John Hashimoto I'd see. Maybe 
Laamea throwing net. That's all." he 
said. 

On the bluff above Hanalei Valley 1s 
Princeville, a 1,000-acre resort 

;~~'s"ed -;u~u~~-~;i-th-;;-N ~;UiShore. 
bringing people to buy land, driving 
prices and taxes up. 

"That's the way it goes," said Kapeka 
Chandler, 50, the mother of 14 children 
aged 11 to 30. "Somebody sells the land 
and someone else buys it, and. they 
don't int~nd to just leave it alone." 

They build, they bulldoze, and the 
taxes go up for everyone, even those 
who've lived here all their lives and 
have no intention of selling their land. 
The clearing and building have changed 
somewhat the character of the North 
coasL 

''You know, you don't see much 
bushes today, like there used to be, 
Chandler said. 

Land access to Hanalei was once so 
poor that most trade and travel were 
by water~ Ships would come into the 
bay and whaleboats would ferry goods 
and people in and ouL Eventually a 
concrete pier was constructed, with 
rails to carry s.igar, rice and other 
crops out to the boats. 

Today the Hanalei Pier is in disrepair. 
Slabs have fallen from its underside, 
revealing the rusting reinforcing metal. 
One end has collapsed into the sea. But 
lads still dive from it, the old-timers 
still fish from it. yachters use it to 
transfer people ashore. 

Community concern convinced the 
state to study renovating the pier and 
a study is under way. 

The Hanalef Bridge is another relic, 
its ancient Pratt truss virtually useless 
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lane concrete bridge \o span the river. 
Residents erupted in protes t, and a 

decade later a $650,000 strength ening 
program, which doesn't alter the 
bridge's looks or width, has bought 1t 
some time. 

Businessman Larry Ching said he 
suspects many of the proteste rs wanted 
the old one-lane bridge kept not for 
historic reasons, but because buses -
particularly tour buses - can't cross il 
Mtl!lY of the p~ers will tell you 
that's exactly what they had in mind. 

Gomes says it's all pretty silly, since 
the school bus crosses the bridge 
anyway. And a new, stronger bridge 
would let the taro farmers use bigger 
trucks to get their sacks of taro to the 
barge at Nawiliwili. 

The character of the people has 
changed over the years. If touri sm 
discovered Hanalei in the late '60s and 
early '70s, so did the hippies, who lived 
in the Na Pali valleys, in the famo~ 
treehouse community of Taylor Camp 
which the state finally was able to 
close by bu.Ying the land from Howard 
Taylor, brothel' of actress Elizabeth. 

Kapeka Chandler said the young, 
marijuana-smoking people influenced 
the local kids, showed them drugs, 
showed them you cAn 1ive without 
working. The local kids, she says 
unhappily, "can't handle it as much as 
the haoles can." 

She wishes the young people could 

See Hanalei on Page B-2 

Sands of time 
shift again, 
reveal fishpond 

HANALEI­
Kamo'omatka'l fishpond 
probably predates CapL 
Cook, and like all of 
Hawaii, its story is one of 
change. 

The existence of the 
pond had been forgotten . 
and today it's simply a 
marsh between two 
ridges just north of 
Hanalel River. But when 
developers of the 
Marriott Hotel proposed 
pool and beach facilities . 
they hired an 
archaeological firm to 
survey the area. 

It was known as Pu'u 
Poa marsh, taking its 
name from the ridge on 
its north side, where the 
hotel 1s to be builL A 
team from atchaeological 
Research Center Hawaii, 
led by Hallett Hammatt, 

See Archaeologists 
on Page B-3 

A Hanelel Bay resort unit 
overlooks the traces of 
Kamo'omalka'I fishpond 
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Hot new development? 
Alck Mellor displays a frying pan he said uses the convection 
P.rlnclple and a domed center to cook with less fat at lower tem-

, peratures than possible with regular pans. The Starshlne Internation­
al Inc. pan was exhibited at a products show In Chicago. 
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Yoseph Goodavage. who calls 
ffimself an astrometerolegist 
and who predicted this win­
ter's reco.rd cold, doesn't 
think much of government 
prognosticator s. "The U.S. 
Weather Service is the best 
in the world at reporting 
what the weath er is doing. 
The have satellites, comput­
ers, rockets, thousands of 
g,round observer s. . . . But 
they cannot predict the 
weather," he said in a recent 
mterview. 

'It used to be you could leave 
everthing unlocked out in the 
country," says Alfred Per­
kins of his ado ted ho-me of 

Clemente and aboard Bebe 
Rebozo's yacht in Key Bis­
cayne, Fla., will be incorpo­
rated into a special by produc­
er Jim Devaney. "Halde­
man's footage is the only film 
shot in the Wh ite House," 
Devaney told the newspaper. 
"This is a once-in-a-lifetime 
deal." ·Haldeman said he did 
not ask Nixon's approval for 

· the project, but he thought 
the former president would be 
pleased. 

An angry Mr. Green Jeans 
says if CBS moves his "Cap­
tain Kangaroo" television 
show much earlier he'll be 
competing with Johnny Car­
son. Starting this week the 
chddren ·s show will be aired 
at 6:30 a.m. EST to make 
room for an extra half-hour of 
CBS' "Morning" news pro­
gram and to make "Morning" 
more competitive with ABC 
and NBC news programs . 
which air fil.. 7 ~ '111..nu. 

Henry Gomes: Kapeka Chandler : 
"Today I get cursed at 
because I hold up 
traffic." 

"You can't go 
backwards, that's for 

sure." 
A ' 

Hanalei: Where old ·and new coexist 
from page B-1 

retam somethmg of their own culture whtle 
preparmg themselves to survive in the modern 
world . She 's pragmat ic about it. 

"You can ·t go backward, that's for sure," 
Chandler said 

Kenichi Ishtkawa has been growing rice or 
taro in the valley since 1946, and if anything, he 
mourns the passing of the real old-timers , who 
recalled the old days . 

"The old Hawaiians have died off. You can't 
talk story with them," he said. And with the 
young people taking after the Mainlanders. all 
that will be· lost. 

Until recently, people did their convenience 
shopping at Larry Ching's Ching Young Store 
right in Hanalei Town, but for anything more, 
they'd have to take the Jong drive to Kapaa or 
L1hue. 

Now there's a shopping complex at Princeville 
and it's proposed to be doubled in size. And 
Ching has construction under way for his own 
shopping complex with supennarkeL And a little 
office building has sprung up, and another is 
proposed across the street. 

Some residents fight the development , but 
others shrug. Perhaps the competition will lower 
prices, said Chandler and Gomes. 

~ BAUSCH & LOMB 
~ ASTIGMATISM 
~ correcttne.ott 

contad lenses $250.00 complete. 
Com,entl011GI 

SOfLENS or POLYCON 
gas permeaMe lenses at $195.00. 

For m«e Information mlt 

DR. RALPH NAKAMOTO 
WE ACCEPT 

VISU 
mJJIQlllfi( 

Some of the old-timers feel the newcome rs 
have kept themselves wrapped in their own cul­
tures, the ones they brought with them, when 
they'd be better off learning something from the 
people who've lived 'here all their lives.. 

Gomes says he sees kids surfing at places any 
old fisherman knows are dangerou s for their cur­
rents , riptides and freak waves. Tourists wander 
into the water anywhere there's a sandy beach 
and many find them selves in trouble, he said. 

As he has for years, Gomes takes his boat to 
the river by trailer . It's a heavy boat and he 
navigates slowly the couple of miles from his 
home down to the river . In the past, people took 
that in stride . 

"Today I get cursed at because I hold up traf­
fic," he said. 

Long-time residents are appalled at the way 
people are building along the North Shore . 
They've seen the 1946 and 1957 tsunamis , which 
wiped out great sections of shoreline construc­
tion. 

"So , having heard about tsunami, many people 
are building homes high up on wooden posts , 
four inches by four inches ." To Gomes, it's 
laughable. "I've seen stilts before and they never 
lasted. The only th ing that can save the people 
is if you build on high ground, " he said. 

Nick Beck came to the Hanalei area to live in 
1963. He's married to the former Pam Wilcox , 

whose..ancestors Abner and Lucy Wilcox arrived 
in Hanalei Bay as missionary ·teachers in 1846.I 
Beck is principal of two North Shore schools , 
Kilauea and Hanalei, at once . 

"At first , I could leave my surfboard on th e 
beach and it would sit there. I might not. go 
surfing for two or three weeks. When I \\1em 
back, there it was, " he said. ' 

With the cultural shock assoc:ated With, tine 
incoming hordes of Mainland haoles came crime . 
Today you don't leave your surfboard out of 
sight, even for minutes . 

There were clashes in the school between the 
children of long-ttme residents and the kids of 
the hippies who'd put kids In school in Hanale i 
for a couple of weeks , then wander with theta to 
Kolcia and put them in there . 

But eventually, people began to settle down, 
and Beck sees a new melding of the different 
peoples who now make up the Hanalei area . 
Those hippies have se ttled in, found places to 
live, found work and are beginning to feel they 
belong. , 

"It's a new sense of involvement among peo­
ple. Now they feel a part .of the commun ity. 
They're taking an intere st in the place," Beck 
said. 

Hanalei will never again be what it was, but 
the area somehow seems to mold the people so 
they become part of what makes it special. 


