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Course Propo::;a3: 

Ethnic Studie • 101 

1. Relation~b ~P to Program•s·curriculum Plan 

Ethnic Studies 101 is designr.d to be taken by those 

students who feel they need an introductory course as 

general preparation for taking more specialised courses 

in the Ethnic Studies Program or by those students who 

are impelled, more by curiosity or simply course selection 

convenienc:e th an anything else, to find out about ethnic 

studies before deciding whether they wan-t. to take courses 

offered in the Pr-ogrum, 

Basica.lly. then, the ES Cur r ·i eulum Pla n conce:i.ve n 

of this course as a survey of the field of ethnic: studies 

to meet the anLj_c ipated needs of th P two categorie s of 

students ment ioned ahove, 

Fo~ tho~e studen t s who express an initial interest 

in taking other ES courses or opting for ES as a ma jor. 

ES 101 will be h:i.ghl:',~ recommcndccl. Expe r ience so far has 

i=;hown that no us~ful cduca-t.ion a l purpo s e is to be served 

if' ES 101 were designated as a "required" course. 

The thinking advanced by those who favor the retention 

of this course is that it ought to be one through which 

the Proe;rain puts its best foot forward. It ought to be 

able to further excite the intellectual curiosity of those 

students·who register for the course because they ha ve 

an interest in taking relat~d cour ~es in the Program 



and also draw into the Program a number of the oth er s 

who take ES 101 merely to sniff out what ethnic studies 

is about. 

2. Subject matter of the Course 

This course would be an introduction to basic con ­

cepts and theories for analysing the dyn amics of ethnic 

group experiences. This course would survey the exper­

iences of ethnic groups in relation to co]onization, 

immigration, problems of identity, raci sm and problems 

of social and economic mobility in a capital i st society 

in such far flung areas of the world as Guyana, Malaysia, 

Fiji, Ceylon, Mauritius, Britain, Auctralia and south 

Afric a . It will examine the various race theories such 

as assimilation, melting pots, pluralism with attention 

to people of mixed ethnic baclcgrounds. It will focus 

on and dr aw from the pa:r.ticula.r experience 1;1 of' Hawaii I s 

ethnic gr oups as a basis for understRnding the national 

and international exp e ri ences of different races. 

The course will be divided into two major parts, 

not i~tended to be tau ght consecutively. One part of the 

course will consist of lectures given by the ins·h·uctor 

and aimed at e>:ploring the substantive and theoretic.:: .l 

and descriptive scholarlJ material°. 

The other part will drct..,., on the experience of local 

resource personnel who can 1.:1.ddress them s elves to sie;ni-

f icant problem areas in which thP.J' are involved and which 
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are at least broadly relevant to the goals of this Program. 

For example, former Professor of Sociology, Andrew Lind, 

might be invited 'to 8peak to th e subject, "Robert Ezra 

Park Revisited: do the race relations theories conceived 

in the 19JO's still have relevance for Hawaii and other 

multi-ethnic societie s of the ?O's and beyond?" A resi­

dent of Kalihi might be asked to speak of his experiences 

living in public housing and talk of how these experiences 

hc1ve shaped h.i.fl attitndeR to m8mbers of other ethnic 

group~ : . Sa m Lono m.i...13ht b~ asked + 0 deJ .i vcr a couple of 

lccture>s on what he thj nb::: cthn i c s t udies ought to be 

about and w11y j_t if : L portant for Hawaiians. A labor 

10.ader and a rep :ce r-:::mtativi:1 of the Employers' Council 

could clebute th P proposition that the Hawaii experience 

in union organ:i;, a t i o:n sh ows that ethnio :i.ty is more im­

portant than social clas s in de termining working class 

solid2-rity. 

It is hoped th at up to 40% of the lectures in the 

course will be c;iv en by l e ctu-rer s dravm from the community 

on a series of carefully selected and related topics. 

Th_e instrnctor' s lectur es and the community spealrers 

will be integrated in such a way that the reievant the­

oretical material will be related to the community topics. 

J. Student Develo~ ment 

By drawing on a div e rs i ty of points of view it is 

hoped that this course will enable student s to see t he 
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many faces of ethnic studies and to realise that this 

is a complex but potentially exciting fjeld of intellec- , 

tual inquiry, The aim oi' the course, too, is to encourage 

students to think critically about, and draw from, their 

own life experiences in coming to terms with personal 

dilemmas about ethnicity in addition to those which might 

stem from a more general sense of intellectual curiosity. 

As the cours e will draw heavily on ethnic situations 

outGide of Hawaii and the United Sta tes mainland it is 

hoped that student s will be able to sec pmrsonal and 

related dilemmas in a larger context. This, it is hoped, 

will sharpen their sense of awareness, broaden their in­

terest in the world bey ond their immediate lives and afforrl 

an opportu!1ity to thlnk critically and an alytically about 

ethnic studies as opposed to petty orthodoxies which some 

may try to pa ss of.f as tl 1e study of ethnic groups. 

4.. Types of examinati.onr:i 

Each student will be required to (a) writo a book 

review (·20% of final grade); take a final examination 

(JO% of final gr ade) and write a term paper on a topic 

to be a.s:~igncd ( 50~0 of f'inal grade). If lab sessions are 

introduced the book review w111 be dropped and 20% of the 

final grade \'till be allocated for porf ormance in class. 
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5. F.xm::rted enrol] m8nt 

In the Fall of 1970, 65 students rce3stered for thj8 

course; in the Sprin~ of J 971. l4-7 and 3 n the Fa.11 of 1971, 

100; a similar number took the course in the Spring of 

t his year. If present trends continue. it can reasonably 

be anticipated that between 120 m~d 140 will register 

for the cours e in the next acadeinic year, 

6. Credits ancl Course J,evel 

As this is an introductory survey course it fa]ls 

within the ES Proeram course offerings at the 100 level. 

As plans now stand, and as the course is 1.Jein[:; currently 

taueht, it me~ts three times a week ror 50 minutes at a 

ti me. This :f.reqvency o:f meeting qualifies it for 3 credits. 

7. Parallel Courses 

To the best of our knowledge there is no course of the 

kind described here offered on the Manca campus, 

8 , B~dG~..l.. Implication~ 

This course is currently being taught by a Graduate 

Assistant only because other staffine arraneements failed 

to materialise. 1 t is propos ed t}rnt the course be tau ght 

by an instr.uctor with a Ph.D. and with teachi.ne and 

related experience, The equivalent of approximately 

a half-ti'rne appointment at the Assistant Professor level 

is called for. 
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Indians in a Plural Society, 1961, 

"Plural:i.l=im and Geogr ap hy in Mauritj us," 
Geogrc1.phical Studjes, Vol, 1, 1958, p. J-19, 

"'fhe Unil'i.cation of British Guiana," 
Social and Economjc Studies, Vol. 4, 
June 1955t P•· 168-18"""3-:·---

"The Chines0 in Briti s h Guiana," 
Social and Economic Stndies, Vol, 5, 1956, 

Fiji's Indian Migrants, 1962. 

"Ashes as Discontent: The Past As Present 
in Jamaica," lf.onthly Revie\~, Ma y 1962. 

A History of Indians in Mauritius, 1950, 

East Indians in Trinidad, 1961. 

"Racial Tension in British Guiana," 
Race, Vol. 3, May 19G2, 

Jamaica: '£he Search for Identity, 1962. 

The May 13 Riots, 1969. 

The Rae~ Viar, 19G5. 
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