FM9-061: Practicing conversational Palauan

Language: Palauan

Language Expert: Kristen Udui

Facilitator: Kelsey Bialo

Others present: Gillian Sawyer, Stephanie Dossett, Ira Kolenskaia, Tracy Preslar

Date: Friday, January 24th, 2025

Recordings: FM9-061-A.wav, FM9-061-B.wav, FM9-061-C.wav, FM9-061.mov
Equipment: Zoom Q8n-4k, Rade M5 Microphones

Plan: Learn/revisit some basic Palauan greetings and conversation, then revise some minimal
pairs for stop series in the phonology section of the grammar, if time allows.

Description: Re-learned and practiced basic Palauan greetings and conversational Q&As.

thank you so, so, so
much

English question Palauan Answer Notes
(orthography)

Hello / greeting / hey Alii

(general)

Thank you Sulang Ke meral mesulang =

Hi auntie/uncle

Use name after

Where are you coming
from? (casual
greeting/what’'s up w it)

Eyyy, ke mlar?

Ak mla er a (location).

Shortened version of:

Ke mla er a ker (e
mei)?

back’

Goodbye (if you are Ak morolung Lit. I am in the process
leaving) of leaving now
Goodbye (if other is Mechikung Lit. ‘go on then’
leaving)

Bye (casual with friends) | (ikung)

‘See you when you get Ma omei And when you come

(if have agreed upon
re-meeting time)

‘Call if you need
anything’

Momekedong a bol
uangarang.

for leaving for a long
time

Good morning

Ungil tutau

(sunrise-noon)

Noon = sueleb er a




Good noon Ungil sueleb lunchtime (lit. twelve) | tutau (‘the twelve of

Good afternoon Ungil ita sils (after twelve-dusk ish) | the morning)

Good evening Ungil kebsengei (after sunset-bedtime)

Goodnight (really just ‘till | Ma tutau Midnight = sueleb er a

the morning’) klebesei (‘the twelve of
the night’)

See ya later (anytime) Ma uriul

How are you?

Ke ua ngarang?

‘You are like what?’

Good! Ak mesisiich! Lit. ‘I'm strong’
(equivalent of ‘I'm
fine’)

I’'m good (informal) Ak daichob!

Tired/sleepy Ak mesulaol (to friends)

Where are you from?

(Kau) ke chad era
ker? (el state) (el
beluu)

I’'m from

Ak chad era Merikel
(America)

Ak chad era Taiwang
(Taiwan)

Ak chad era Russia
(ra-sha)

Lit. ‘you are a person
of where?’

(asking about country
usually, unless state
specified)

Where is your family
from?

A rechad era blim te
chad era ker?

A rechad era blik a
chad er a .

Asking about nuclear
family

Who are your parents?

A rechad era blim te
techang?

‘Who are the people in
your family’

My mom is...

A delak a....

My dad is...

Ademaka....

Where do you live? (very
common)

Ke kiei er a ker?

| live/stay in .

Ak kiei er a .

For a visitor would be
asking where are you
staying

I’'m staying at Turang’s
house.

Ak kiei er a blil a
Turang Udui.

What do you do (for
work)?

Ngara urerem?

Ngarau rerem.
(pronunciation)

What do your family

Ngara urerrir ara




members do for work?

chad era blim?

I'm a student.
I’'m a linguist.

I’'m a teacher.
I’'m a researcher.
| work for the
government.

Ak ngalek era skuul.

AK linguist.

Ak sensei.

Ak researcher.
Ak ureor ra
government
(kabelment).

What do you study?

Ngara major er a
kau?
Ke mesuub a

A major er a ngak a

ngarang? Ak mesuuba .
What's your name? Techa ngklem? A ngklek a .
My name is .
Where’s the bathroom? | Ngar er a ker a Redil/Sechal bensho — Japanese
benzio?
“Kekerei el blai”
(where is the “little
house”, very polite)
Whereis __ ? Ngar er ker a Ngarker a ?
_ 7 (pronunciation)
How much for _ ? Tiang tela cheral? cheral = price
Tela cheral a ?
What is this/that? Tilechang ngarang?
Tiang ngarang?
Do you have any pets? Ngarngii a (el bilis)
chermem? (el katuu)
(el malk) = chickens
| have chickens. Ak kuu malk.

Do you have WiFi?

Ngar er a ngii a
wifi?

Ngarngii a wifi?
(pronunciation)

What's the WiFi
password?

Ngara password er
a wifi?

What do you like to eat?

Ngara soam/chetim
el kall?

Soak el menga .

Chetik el menga .

‘My liking/disliking to
eat’

Is there anything you
don'’t eat?

Ngar er ngii a diak
mongang?







