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After V-J Day, rumors chiefly connected with belief in 
Japan's victory were widespread among the alien Japanese. 
Some of them disappeared within a few months while some 
of them persisted over a year. There was a gradual declin- 
ing and narrowing of their scope of influence as the alien 
Japanese got over the first shock brought by the news of 
surrender of their homeland and as they became more ad- 
justed to their changed situation. According to Dr. Andrew 
W. Lind, reports from his informants on various islands in- 
dicated that the rumors began to wane by the middle of 
September, which was about a month after V-J Day, and 
by the end of October few were heard.’ Perhaps the fact 
that many alien Japanse who went to Pearl Harbor on Navy 
Day on October 27 saw no evidence of a Japanese fleet, con- 
tributed to the waning trend of rumors and beliefs in Ja- 
pan's victory. 

Rumors, of course, although based on fancy rather than 
on facts, are influenced to some degree by the facts, and 
many individuals were frank to admit, “I used to believe 
every rumor but none of them came true while everything 
in the papers which I stubbornly denied proved to be true.” 
Rumor is also frequently a symptom of a state of wide- 
spread social unrest in which the individuals find relief from 
the tensions of some violent collective experience by telling 
and believing stories which conform with their deeper 
wishes. ‘Thus the rumors reflect to some degree the depth of 
the previous emotional experiences. The more intense the 
emotional experience, the more persistent and the wider is 
the rumor. The waning of rumor reflects the disappearance 
or lessening of the emotional strain from which the indiv- 
idual or group is suffering. Short-lived rumors reflect col- 
lective crises of less intensity. 

The following are samples of the rumors which prevailed 
among alien Japanese in Hawaii after V-J Day and they 
suggest the type and intensity of emotional shock the Issei 
had experienced: 

A Japanese fleet is in Pearl Harbor to take over Hawaii. 
A Japanese fleet is sighted off Diamond Head. 
People in my neighborhood told me that the new Japanese Con- 

sul General was Mr. Yoshida. They saw him entering the Con- 
sulate, escorted by MP’s on motorcycles. The Consulate was lit 
with bright lights the night of his arrival. 

I heard that people saw a few Japanese officers at a res- 
taurant, guarded by MP’s. 

A person told me that someone saw a Japanese army officer 
receiving $116 for a one yen bill at the Bishop Bank. 

1Honolulu Star-Bulletin, October 30, 1945. 
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I heard that there are several Japanese officers at Schofield } 
and in Pearl Harbor. They are stationed there at six months 
duty and then they will go back to Japan. New officers from 
Japan will be sent here to take their place then. 

AJA boys who are in Japan are all prisoners of war, cap- 
tured by the Japanese Army. 

Some people are saying that we don’t need the Japanese 
Consulate any more because Hawaii is part of Japan now. 

My neighbors were circulating a rumor that they saw the 
new Japanese Consul General and his party going in proces- | 

sion on King Street. They were escorted by MP’s. There was ) 

a grand weleome party at the Consulate that evening. 
Somebody saw President Truman on his way to Japan to 

make an official apology to the Emperor for the damage by 
American indiscriminate bombing. 

The rumor of the visit of Prince Takamatsu to Hawaii was 
widespread and everybody believed it. Almost every family in 
this neighborhood contributed at least $10 toward the welcome 
party for him. The Doshi-kai group sponsored that campaign 

here. ; 
A rumor which I heard recently was that General Yamashita 

was still alive in the Philippines. The American forces which 

wanted to go to Japan had to get his permission first. That 
was why they had to go by way of the Philippines. The Doshi- 

kai group evidently circulates some paper with a big stamp with 
a signature ‘Yamashita’ on it and tell the people that is the 
proof of what they say. 

The way they spread a rumor is usually by writing it with 

pen or pencil on a piece of paper and passing it around in the 
neighborhood or among friends. They don’t say who wrote it 
but they say ‘it’s written like this, so there is no mistake about 
its factuality. It was reported directly from Tokyo.’ The phrase, 

‘The Imperial Headquarters’ or ‘Broadcast from Tokyo,’ has 

so much power over the Japanese here. When these words are 
used they think the news is absolutely true. 

A member of my temple told me that Mrs. M of Seicho-no 
Ie is supposed to have spiritual eyes which foresee approaching 
events. According to him she told her followers that about 300 
Japanese planes were to attack Hawaii on July 27, 1945, and she 
gave them amulets to protect them from the bombs. Nothing 
happened on that day. So someone asked her the reason. She 

answered that it was due to bad weather. They waited and 

nothing happened on the day she designated. So, people asked 

her again, and they were told that instead of planes a Japanese 

fleet would come. But the Japanese fleet did not come. Now 

she tells:the people to wait until March 27. She also told the 

people that President Truman was called to Tokyo by the Ja- 

panese Emperor. The Emperor did not want to deal with 

MacArthur, and she saw Truman’s party downtown on its way 

to Tokyo. 

Rumor, a Form of Social Contagion 
According to Blumer, some kind of social contagion 1s 

likely to occur where collective excitement is intense and 

widespread. Under the influence of collective excitement 

people become emotionally aroused and tend to be carried 
away by impulses and feelings rather than reason and 
rational thinking.? He also indicates that an aroused feeling 
of restlessness has a reciprocal and contagious character, 

since its display awakens a similar condition on the part of 
others, resulting in mutual reinforcement of this state as the 

2Herbert Blumer, ‘Collective Behavior’ in R. E. Park (ed.), Principles of Sociology 

(New York, 19389), p. 230. 
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