RUMOR AMONG THE JAPANESE

YUKIKO KIMURA

After V-] Day, rumors chiefly connected with belief in
Japan’s victory were widespread among the alien Japanese.
Some of them disappeared within a few months while some
of them persisted over a year. There was a gradual declin-
ing and narrowing of their scope of influence as the alien
Japanese got over the first shock brought by the news of
surrender of their homeland and as they became more ad-
justed to their changed situation. According to Dr. Andrew
W. Lind, reports from his informants on various islands in-
dicated that the rumors began to wane by the middle of
September, which was about a month after V-] Day, and
by the end of October few were heard.! Perhaps the fact
that many alien Japanse who went to Pearl Harbor on Navy
Day on October 27 saw no evidence of a Japanese fleet, con-
trlbu\‘cd to the waning trend of rumors and beliefs in Ja-
pan’s victory.

Rumors, of course, although based on fancy rather than
on facts, are influenced to some degree by the facts, and
many individuals were frank to admit, “I used to believe
every rumor but none of them came true while everything
in the papers which | stubbornly denied proved to be true.”
Rumor is also frequentlv a symptom of a state of wide-
spread social unrest in which the individuals find relief from
the tensions of some violent collective experience by telling
and believing stories which conform with their deeper
wishes. Thus the rumors reflect to some degree the depth of
the previous emotional experiences. The more intense the
emotional experience, the more persistent and the wider is
the rumor. The waning of rumor reflects the disappearance
or lessening of the emotional strain from which the indiv-
idual or group is suffering. Short-lived rumors reflect col-
lective crises of less intensity.

The following are samples of the rumors which prevailed
among alien Japanese in Hawaii after V-] Day and they
suggest the type and intensity of emotional shock the Issei
had experienced:

A Japanese fleet is in Pearl Harbor to take over Hawaii.

A Japanese fleet is sighted off Diamond Head.

People in my neighborhood told me that the new Japanese Con-
sul General was Mr. Yoshida. They saw him entering the -Con-
sulate, escorted by MP’s on motorcycles. The Consulate was lit
with bright lights the night of his arrival.

I heard that people saw a few Japanese officers at a res-
taurant, guarded by MP’s.

A person told me that someone saw a Japanese army officer
receiving $116 for a one yen bill at the Bishop Bank.

1Homnolulu Star-Bulletin, October 30, 1945,
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