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Cancer-linked STD 
vaccine examined

By Julie Grass
Ka Leo Co-News Editor

	 A national and international 
study is testing vaccines to prevent 
the sexually-transmited Human 
Papilloma virus in women.
	 There are more than 100 differ-
ent types of the HPV virus and 
20-30 are high risk and associated 
with cervical cancer. The study’s 
principal investigator, Lori E. 
Kamemoto, said: “The majority of 
all cervical cancer is associated with 
HPV 16 and 18.
	 “The reason they are concentrat-
ing on HPV 16 and 18 vaccine is 
because it accounts for the majority 
of cervical cancer in the United 
States right now,” she added.
	 Part of the study is being done at 
the Kapi‘olani Medical Center for 
Women and Children, along with 
the University of Hawai‘i John A. 
Burns School of Medicine. The 
study is looking for women between 
the ages of 15 and 25, who have 
never had a coloscopy (an evalua-
tion toward abnormal pap smears) 
and have never received the 
Hepatitis A shot.
	 “You can have had an abnormal 
pap smear before, just not a colosco-
py,” said Kamemoto, who also is an  

assistant professor at JABSOM.
	 Research participants will be fol-
lowed for four years and receive 
free pap smears and coloscopys if  
necessary, plus $25 per visit in time 
compensation.
	 Participants will be seen more 
often in the beginning of the study 
and visits become less frequent  as 
the study advances. There will be a 
total of 10 visits over the four years.
	 Kamemoto said two pharmaceu-
tical companies are testing the HPV 
vaccine. One is Merck, whose study 
is closed to enrollment, and 
GlaxoSmithKline, which is studying 
HPV 16 and 18 and still has open-
ings.
	 Both Merck and GSK have done 
preliminary testing on the HPV vac-
cines and found them to be almost 
100 percent effective.
	 HPV is sexually transmitted and 
classified as an STD. But Mark T. 
Wakabayashi, principal investigator, 
said the STD label “creates a lot of 
havoc.”
	  “Theoretically, it is an STD but 
it leads to so much angst in relation-
ships. I always tell people it’s not 
the same,” said Wakabayashi, who 
also teaches at JABSOM.
	 “We try to ignore the generalities 
that it is sexually transmitted,” 
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A study to test potential vaccines against the Human Papilloma virus, 
which has been linked to an increased risk of cervical cancer, is seeking 
participants.
are supposed to end in three to four 
years. If they can show that the vac-
cine prevents cervical pre-cancer, 
the companies will seek approval 
from the FDA. Kamemoto said they 
are looking into giving the vaccine 
to kids before they become sexually 
active.
	 “The bottom line is that you have 
to use common sense,” Wakabayashi 
said. “If you test negative or some-

one ‘doesn’t have something,’ that 
doesn’t give you free reign to do 
whatever you want.” 
	 Women interested in participat-
ing in the HPV vaccine study should 
contact Shelle Chasnoff, RN, at 
808-547-5918. Men interested in the 
Cancer Research Center’s study 
should contact Brenda Hernandez, 
Ph.D, at 808-222-3203.

NewsBriefs
Free screening of 
fishing film tonight

Ka Leo News Services

	 Tonight there will be a free 
public showing of the new film 
“Kau La‘au and Ma‘ama‘a: tradi-
tional Hawaiian ulua fishing.” The 
film-showing will take place 7 - 9 
p.m. at the Richardson School of 
Law Classroom 2.
	 The film will be followed by 
an audience discussion with the 
fishermen about Hawaiian fishing 
and marine conservation.
	 The showing is supported by 
the Student Equity, Excellence and 
Diversity Initiative of the 
University of Hawai‘i.

UH Manoa dean of 
Social Work named
	 Jon K. Matsuoka has been 
named the permanent dean of the 
University of Hawai‘i at Manoa 
School of Social Work. Matsuoka 
has been on the School’s faculty 
since 1985, and he has served as 
interim dean since 2000.
	 Matsuoka has focused his 
research and scholarship on socio-
cultural impact assessments, indig-

enous practices and subsistence 
economies, community develop-
ment, and Pacific indigenous well-
being. He has engaged in state and 
federally-funded research in com-
munities including Moloka‘i, Ka‘u, 
Miloli‘i, Lana‘i, and Peleliu, 
Palau.
	 Matsuoka received a master’s 
degree of Social Work from the 
University of Washington and a 
master’s degree and doctorate in 
Social Work and Psychology from 
the University of Michigan.

Former UH First 
Lady passes away
	 Lorraine “Lorrie” Mortimer, 
wife of former University of 
Hawai‘i President Kenneth 
Mortimer, passed away last Friday 
at the age of 67 in Bellingham, 
Wash., after a long battle with 
blood cancer.
	 Born and raised in Honolulu, 
the Roosevelt High School gradu-
ate returned to Hawai‘i in 1993 
when her husband became UH 
president.
	 Mortimer was the first lady of 
the university, describing herself as 
a “non-paid volunteer for the uni-
versity.”
	 “Lorrie Mortimer was a gra-
cious and passionate advocate for 

the university and a dedicated indi-
vidual who gave selflessly to the 
university and the community,” 
said UH Interim President David 
McClain in a UH press release.
	 During her time in Hawai‘i, 
Mortimer was a supporter of the 
Honolulu Academy of Arts and the 
Hawai‘i Food Bank.
	 Mortimer has a bachelor’s 
degree in microbiology and worked 
for several years as a computer 
programmer.
	 The couple, who met as stu-
dents at the University of 
Pennsylvania, returned to 
Bellingham in 2001 following 
President Mortimer’s retirement 
from UH.
	 Prior to her arrival in Hawai‘i, 
Lorrie Mortimer was actively 
involved at Western Washington 
University where Kenneth 
Mortimer previously served as 
president. There, she worked to 
establish the President’s Club and 
was involved in other affairs of 
WWU.
	 Lorrie is survived by her hus-
band, her daughter Lisa (David) 
Holman and her grandson David 
Paul Holman.
	 Donations can be made to the 
Mortimer Endowment at WWU or 
UH.
	 There is also an online memo-
rial guestbook at www.westfordfu-
neralhome.com

Christopher Yeung • Ka Leo O Hawai‘i

The Gee Yung Lion Dance Team performs in front of Hawai‘i 
Hall in celebration of Chinese New Year yesterday.

Enter the lion

Kamemoto added. “There is no way 
to tell who gave it to you or when it 
occured because you could have 
had it for a long time. There is no 
way of knowing.”
	 Kamemoto and Wakabayashi 
both said an HPV test is not recco-
mended for everyone because it is 
so prevelant in the population. It is 
estimated that 75-80 percent of the 
population will have HPV at some 
time in their lifetime. Although not 
everyone develops the cancer 
lesions, it appears HPV is necessary 
to develop cervical pre-cancer and 
cancer. 
	 Wakabayashi said nothing hap-
pens to the majority of people that 
are infected with HPV.
	 “You’re at higher risk for some-
thing to happen versus someone 
who doesn’t have it, but the chances 
are remote,” he said. “It’s a factor 
that causes you to have an abnor-
mality. It is kind of equivilant to 
smoking and lung cancer; the 
majority of people that smoke don’t 
get lung cancer, it just increases 
your risk.”
	 Another study at the cancer 
research center has researchers 
doing HPV testing to see what hap-
pens with the HPV virus in men. 
	 “There is a lot we still don’t 
know,” said Kamemoto.
	 Both Merck and GSK’s studies 
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Yvonne Sidotti and her nieces, Marnita, 10, and Lawika, 6, peruse through Chinese New 
Year trinkets at China Arts, Inc. in downtown Honolulu Friday night.  In Hawai‘i, Chinese 
New Year has become a celebration for all cultures and ethnicities, reiterating Hawai‘i's 
diversity and richness in culture and tradition.

tony blazejack • Ka Leo O Hawai‘i

Seen through a window decorated with freshly roasted duck, owner Sam 
Chiu of Wing Loy market waits for the usual morning rush that is common 
on Maunakea street in Chinatown. Most of his products, such as roast pork, 
duck, shoyu chicken, and char siu are sold between the hours of six and 
eleven a.m. "I start preparing the food at 3 in the morning, every day," said 
Chiu.

Mrs. Lau of the New 
Lin Fong Bakery on 
Mauna Kea Street in 
Chinatown shows off 
the last package of 
Gau, a Chinese dessert 
made of glutinous rice 
flour, brown sugar, and 
topped with a date.  
Gau is very popular 
and synonymous with 
Chinese New Year, and 
sells out rapidly––this 
particular portion of 
Gau was specially 
ordered and was not 
for sale.

jamm aquino  
Ka Leo O Hawai‘i
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Vincent and Brad Lee, twin brothers, help clean up the front of their father 
Eric's shop, Lee's Bakery and Kitchen, after the fireworks and lion dancing 
celebrations late Friday evening.

China 
out on 
the town

Chinese culture has always had deep roots in society here in Hawai‘i.  Each year, people of all ages 
and cultures gather in the streets of downtown Honolulu to celebrate Chinese New Year.  Yet, 
despite the hordes of people who participate in the 3-week-long New Year celebrations, many 
take for granted the compelling, intricate, and wondrous world that exists there every day.  Even 
before daylight its businesses, most of which have been family-owned for generations, are alive 
with activity. And while most people experience Chinatown’s many treasures during this week’s 
celebration, few know that some of the moments captured here are those reflected of an impor-
tant culture and people of Hawai‘i.

LEFT: As Chan's fireworks display reaches its peak, the lion dancers 
prance around in an energetic and vivid display of power and 
color.

BELOW: Five-year-old Pierson Cho gives a dollar to a lion dancer 
during street celebrations for the Chinese New Year.

left photo by jamm aquino
bottom photo by tony blazejack 
Ka Leo O Hawai‘i



as easy for young women like these 
to perform inspiring acts of kind-
ness for their neighbors as it is for 
litigious, self-righteous individuals 
like Mrs. Wanita Renea Young to 
drag them into court and break 
their hearts by seeking punitive 
damages. If there ever was a case 
for tort reform, this would have to 
be it.

	 But, thankfully, the story of 
these two girls ends on a happy 
note. After the shocking news of 
the ridiculous lawsuit and subse-
quent ridiculous verdict reached 
the airwaves, decent people every-
where responded. TV interview 

invitations piled up. A local Denver 
radio station raised more than 
$1,900 to help the girls pay off the 
damages with the extra money 
going to a fund for the victims of 
the Columbine High School mas-
sacre. The two girls just wanted 
people to know that they wanted to 
do something nice for their com-
munity, and while one member of 

the community showed that her 
heart was more than a few sizes too 
small, people of decency every-
where are demonstrating that they 
are not at all like Mrs. Wanita 
Renea Young. Their voices are 
surely loud enough to drown out 

those of even the shrillest grinch-
es.
	 It’s also worth saying that, in 
some manner of poetic justice, 
Mrs. Wanita Renea Young is also 
getting more than her fair share of 
just desserts. The Durango Herald 
published her picture in their paper, 
a move she is probably already 
resenting as much as the fact that 
the street she lives on was named 
in the same article. In fact, it is no 
wonder that a quick Google or 
public records search for Mrs. 
Wanita Renea Young could give 
anyone a vast amount of informa-
tion about Mrs. Wanita Renea 
Young that she would probably not 
want others to have. Apparently 
she’s getting enough phone calls 
and angry letters from people to 
make her realize that perhaps she 
should have just accepted the girls’ 
apology. 
	 But hey, maybe she was justi-
fied. Who knows? After all, she 
only wanted to teach these girls a 
lesson. No harm in that, right?
	 Well, they say no good deed 
goes unpunished.

	 They say no good deed goes 
unpunished, and there are times 
when this unfortunate sentiment is 
reinforced only too well. It was 
certainly the case this past week in 
Durango, Colo., where two cookie 
bakers Taylor Ostergaard, 17, and 
Lindsey Zellitti, 18, were success-
fully sued and ordered to pay 
$930.78 to a woman because they 
made the mistake of knocking on 
her door and leaving freshly baked 
cookies on her doorstep. Apparently 

Wanita Renea Young — the 
Colorado woman so disturbed by 
the girls’ random act of kindness 
— suffered a panic attack as a 
result of the girls’ knocking and 
running away. 
	 Young suspected that the peo-
ple knocking on her door that night 
were actually burglars. True, she 

had been involved in an assault 15 
years prior, and she suspected that 
this knocking individual could 
have been somehow connected, but 
I doubt that any kind of burglar 
would have had the courtesy to 
knock first. 
	 But suppose that we give 
Young the benefit of the doubt and 
take her word for it that she was 
genuinely frightened by people 
knocking at her door and running 
away. After all, she did incur about 
$1,400 worth of medical bills when 
she went to the hospital the next 
day as a result of her “panic attack.” 
You would think that if the girls 
apologized — which they did in a 
written apology — and offered to 
pay any medical expenses not cov-
ered by her insurance — which 
they did as well — then those 
involved would have their prob-
lems solved without any ill will.
	 You’d think that, wouldn’t 
you? But you’d be wrong. See, 
Mrs. Wanita Renea Young was so 
incredibly disturbed by what was 
supposed to be a genuine act of 
kindness that she decided to pursue 

litigation in an effort to teach the 
girls “a lesson.” And she succeed-
ed: The two girls have learned to 
never do anything nice for anyone 
ever again to avoid lawsuits from 
sue-happy paranoid basket cases. 
In this great land of ours that we 
call America, this glorious and 
wonderful land of opportunity, it is 
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We’re interested in what you have to say. Here are some ideas:
Letters to the Editor
If you want to voice your opinion about an article or a letter to the editor that has already been printed, go 
ahead. Letters should be about 300 to 400 words and reference the article it is in response to.
Perspectives
If you are concerned about an issue and would like to write a significant amount of text about it, you can do 
that too. Submissions should be about or under 700 words. If your submission is too short, it will be included in 
the Letters to the Editor category described above.
Letters can be submitted in two ways: Typed, double-spaced, on standard let-
ter-sized paper, or by e-mail (please proofread). Generally speaking, we prefer 
the e-mail option.
All submissions should include your name, major and class rank. Faculty 
members, please include your department and position. Please remember 
that we reserve the right to edit stories. You may submit up to two letters or 
perspectives per month.
Mailed submissions will not be returned.

Editorial Page Editor
1755 Pope Road

Building 31-D
Honolulu, HI 96822
opinions@kaleo.org

         Wanita Renea Young — the 
Colorado woman so disturbed by 
the girls’ random act of kindness — 
suffered a panic attack as a result of 
the girls’ knocking and running 
away.
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Cookie suit ends in sweet note

krt campus

EditorialCartoon

Stout
Minds

Christopher Mikesell
Ka Leo Opinions Editor

Woman who 
sued teenagers 

targeted by 
angry letters

       A local Denver radio station raised 
more than $1,900 to help the girls pay 
off the damages with the extra money 
going to a fund for the victims of the 
Columbine High School massacre.

“
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It’s time to care about health care
	

As I laid in bed this past week, feel-
ing as though some evil demon was 
pounding large nails into every part 
of my body, including each nerve in 
my head, and every time I sat up 
the world seemed to go topsy tur-
vey, I remembered with a distinct 
sense of bitterness President Bush’s 
enlightened words regarding the flu 
vaccine: “My call to our fellow 
Americans is if you’re healthy, if 
you’re younger, don’t get a flu shot 
this year. Help us prioritize those 

who need to get the flu shot, the 
elderly and the young.”
	 So, due to a complete trust in 
Vitamin C coupled with an immuta-
ble immune system, plus an image 
of an elderly woman shakingly 
walking into her doctor’s office to 
get that last flu shot, I went without. 
I ended up losing a week of school 
and now when I cough, I sound like 
a veteran smoker. Though consider-
ing what could have happened, I got 
off pretty smoothly. However, what 
about the mystery person X that has 
a poor immune system who is prone 
to sickness and is not covered by 
health insurance? This person could 
be anyone of the 44 million 
Americans uncovered by insurance 
walking around today, a quarter of 
which are children.
	 Bush has assured us that with his 
new health care plan, over the next 
decade more than ten million people 
will be brought into the safety net 

of health care, at a cost of 102 bil-
lion dollars. Unfortunately, back in 
the real world, the Congressional 
Budget Office and the Treasury 
Department have done the math and 
found Bush’s new plan will only 
reach two to five million people. 
	 Medicare is the U.S. federal 
health insurance program that was 
created in 1965 for the elderly. It 
was created in the same format as 
the Blue Cross/Blue Shield offered 
to employees, and was meant to 
cover only hospital care, nothing 
else.
	 Today, Medicare covers more 
than 35 million Americans ages 65 
and older and nearly 6 million 
younger adults with disabilities. 
Bush has offered three versions of 
Medicare. In a nutshell, the first is 

the traditional version, which oblig-
es Uncle Sam to pay any doctor a 
patient chooses. The second is a 
more advanced version where a 
patient can also recieve drug cover-
age and coverage of preventative 
care, which are chosen from a list 
of private sector plans. The third is 
the “Medicare Advantage”, where 
the patient can join an HMO, which 
does allow for drug coverage but 
has less of a selection of physcians.
	 This plan sounds great, but the 
reality of the situation is rather 
grave. Since 2002, each state in the 
Union had to cut or freeze Medicaid 
provider payments to keep costs 
from rising too quickly. There were 
some positive results, however, they 
were only temporary. In an article 
on www.governing.com, a site that 
monitors state performances in such 
matters, Vernon Smith, former 
Medicaid director in Michigan says, 
“This is a program that was 8 per-

cent of state budgets 20 years ago, 
and by 2005 it could approach 25 
percent. It’s reached the point where 
it threatens states’ ability to finance 
other services like education or pub-
lic health or corrections.”
	 So what happens if you aren’t 
covered and you suddenly come 
down with the modern version of 
the Bubonic plaugue? You’re taken 
to a hospital and most of the hospi-
tal charges will be paid for by an 
insured patient. Now the price of 
private insurance is higher to cover 
these discrepencies. Payment for the 
rest of the charges is supplied by the 
good tax payers. Quite possibly you 
may not have health care, but you’re 
helping to support someone else’s 
insurance.
	 In 2006, the average family 
health premium will cost near 
$15,000. Americans are paying 
more money only to receive a high-
er infant mortality rate than that of 
the United Kingdom, Canada, 
France and Japan, as well as fewer 
physcians and beds in hospitals than 
these countries.
	 As a college student, all this talk 
about HMOs and family health pre-
miums tend to go over my head, but 
I do happen to care that right now 
there are only two providers of the 
flu vaccince. One didn’t come 
through this year, leaving 50 million 
of us hanging. It also makes me 
squirm a bit to know the World 
Health Organization has warned all 
countries that another flu epidemic 
is only just beyond our glistening 

rainbows and its time to stock up on 
vaccines. There have been three 
major pandemics of the flu in the 
past century, each occuring roughly 
three decades apart. It has been 37 
years since the last one.
	 Seems like the Bush 
Adminstration has more on their 
hands than just impoverished 
Palestianians.
	 What is the solution? If we cut 
or freeze spending on Medicare, we 
limit patient access to drugs and 
physcians. If we spend more to 
access more Americans, then we 
risk cutting other important funds, 
such as public education. What to 
do, what to do.
	 Well, Rome wasn’t built in a day, 
so I highly doubt an effective health 
care plan will be either. However, as 
we must start somewhere, we may as 
well begin here at UH.
	 We could petition for Hale Aloha 
to start serving tablets of Vitamin C 
and Multi-Vitamins, as well B com-

plex thrown in for good measure. 
Perhaps we could even convince them 
to serve food that is both edible and 
healthy. Maybe we could have whole 
bananas and apples instead of little 
snippets of nutrition. I know they’re 
afraid we’ll take advantage of the 
thousands of dollars we spend on our 
meal plans and sneak fruit and other 
such fructose-filled snacks out of the 
cafeteria, but if they’ll keep the entire 
campus from coming down with the 
flu, well, what’s the harm?
	  Or we could petition the clinic to 
stay open longer during the weekdays, 
or amazingly, to stay open during the 
weekend. It would be nice to have a 
place to go when your lungs collapse 
on a Saturday.
	 At this point however, I advise 
you to stay far away from anyone 
visibly sick, to take oodles of vita-
mins and to keep your stress level 
down. You could also start saving 
pennies for future health care.

          We could petition the clinic to 
stay open longer during the week-
days, or amazingly, to stay open 
during the weekend. It would be 
nice to have a place to go when 
your lungs collapse on Saturday.

“

”
          
As a college student, all this talk 
about HMOs ... tend to go over my 
head, but I do happen to care that 
right now there are only two pro-
viders of the flu vaccine.

“

”

Go,YouBigRed
FireEngine
Leah Ricker

Ka Leo Associate Opinions 
Editor
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By Julia Wieting
Ka Leo Staff Writer

	 The documentary “Shortcut to 
Nirvana, Kumbh Mela,” the next 
installment in the University of 
Hawai‘i/Bank of Hawai‘i Cinema 
Series, attempts to add another path-
way to enlightenment by exploring an 
ancient Hindu religious festival. 
However, its technique compromises 
its message.
	 The Kumbh Mela is the longest 
running religious festival in recorded 
history. It originated between 500 and 
200 B.C.E. and is the paramount pil-
grimage in India. One journey to the 
Kumbh Mela is said to equal a thou-
sand lesser pilgrimages.
	 The pilgrimage commemorates a 
primordial struggle between the gods 
and the demons who fought over a pot 
containing immortality. The gods 
managed to get hold of it, though they 
were chased for 12 days by the 
demons. As one day of the gods 
equals one human year, the Kumbh 
Mela is celebrated every 12 years. 
Four drops of immortality fell to earth, 
creating four holy cities, among which 
the Kumbh Mela festival rotates: 
Ujjain, Nasik, Haridwar and Prayag. 
The holiest of them all is Prayag 
because it is situated at the confluence 
of India’s holiest rivers, the Ganges 
and Yamuna.
	 An estimated 40-70 million people 
attended the Kumbh Mela in 2003, the 
year this documentary was made. 
Many compounds are set up and dedi-
cated to individual holy men or sects, 
so one can either spend all one’s time 
inside a particular compound or travel 
between compounds to visit different 
teachers, swamis, yogis and gurus. 
The whole affair is a chaotic inunda-
tion of the physical and spiritual sens-
es.
	  “Shortcut to Nirvana, Kumbh 
Mela” would like to show the underly-
ing simplicity of this chaos and chart 
the specific spiritual journeys of a 
group of American travelers and one 
Indian swami. Yet, it fails to define its 
focus with regard to either objective.
	 The opening scenes give the histo-
ry of the Kumbh Mela, but do not 
explain why it is significant. Similarly, 
the travelers are introduced in a piece-
meal fashion, which makes little sense 
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majesty of Kumbh Mela

given that they are a group.
	 The Indian swami, Swami 
Krishnanand, acts as a narrator. 
Eventually, he meets one of the 
American travelers, Dyan, and sup-
posedly sees her as significant in his 
spiritual journey. The encounter is told 
rather than shown, however, and there 
is a strange lack of power in both his 
and her account of their meeting. The 
other travelers are only token presenc-
es.
	 Correspondingly, there is a lack of 
focus in the religious experiences that 
the film portrays. It does well to 
emphasize the disorganization and 
spontaneity of the festival, including 
one topical interview with a holy man 
who says that it is India’s specialty to 
be both spiritual and crowded.
	 The repeated sentiments of various 
people interviewed give a general pic-
ture of what kinds of effects the spiri-
tual experience should have: “If your 
heart is pure, God will give to you.” 
But there is very little explanation of 
how this fits into Hindu belief. In fact, 
there is little explanation of Hinduism 
at all.
	 The directors would have done 
better to either explain the Kumbh 
Mela in the wider context of 
Hinduism or to work more intently to 

convey one person’s festival experi-
ence by eschewing explanation in 
favor of observation. As the maxim 
goes, show, don’t tell.
	 The best part of the movie is an 
appearance by the Dalai Lama when 
he joins his spiritual brothers to search 
for connections between faiths rather 
than divisions. His short speech sums 
up the idea that the rest of the film 
fails to portray: in the end, we are all 
one.
	 Had the filmmakers not tried to do 
so much with their method of story-
telling, this powerful message may 
have been easier to understand.

	 “Shortcut to Nirvana, Kumbh 
Mela” is playing at the UH 
Architecture Auditorium today at 
7 p.m. and Sunday at 5 p.m. 
Director Nick Day will be on 
hand for a question and answer 
session after Sunday’s screening. 
Admission is $5, $3 for students. 
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‘Bows determined to beat losing streak

Christopher Yeung • Ka Leo O Hawai‘i

UH center Alofa Toiaivao drives past a San Jose defender. The 
Rainbows are coming off of three straight losses –– two of them by 2 
points.

By Scott Alonso
Ka Leo Associate Sports Editor

	 Coming up short does not 
always measure failure.
	 It can show where a team needs 
to go and how they need to get 
there. The University of Hawai‘i 
women’s basketball team does not 
lack tall players, nor does it have 
an abundance of short ones. Where 
UH has come up short has been in 
its three straight losses in the past 
weeks.
	 What players and the UH 
coaching staff are focused on is 
making sure the little problems are 
taken care of.
	 “They (San Jose State 
University) pushed the ball, got a 
lot of buckets on base line drives 
and on transition,” UH coach Jim 
Bolla said. “We need to protect the 
basket, push the ball outwards.” 
Bolla was referring to the post 
play of SJSU with Amber Jackson 
and Lamisha Augustine.
	 Poor shooting and lack of a sta-
ble transition game hurt the ‘Bows 

in their last three games.
	 “(We are) not shooting the ball 
well, not going to win games 
shooting 29 percent,” Bolla said 
about last Saturday’s loss.
	 Last week, UH did not have the 
time to practice on their home 
court in the Stan Sheriff Center. 
Practice was canceled because 
team members were very ill, and 
with other events going on, such as 
men’s volleyball, the team could 
not get into the Stan Sheriff Center 
until game day last Saturday.
	 “We had as much time as they 
(SJSU) did,” Bolla said about the 
shoot-around times last week.
	 Two of the three losses have 
been by just 2 points. On Jan. 27, 
the ‘Bows lost to Rice 70-68. Last 
Saturday, against San Jose State, 
UH fell 56-54.
	 This is only the second losing 
streak of this many games in over 
five years for the ‘Bows.
	 “The most important thing is 
that we can play with every team 
in this conference. (The players) 
need the confidence,” Bolla said.
	 The ‘Bows look to reverse their 
losing streak with the two upcom-
ing games here at home. Hawai‘i 
(8-9, 4-6 Western Athletic 
Conference) takes on Louisiana 
Tech (14-4, 10-1 WAC) tonight.
	 The Lady Techsters swept their 

home series versus Fresno State 
and Nevada. Tasha Cain, last 
week’s WAC’s player of the week 
and WAC preseason player of the 
year, Erica Taylor, look to contrib-
ute. Taylor has been inactive for 
most of the year because she gave 
birth to her daughter in December.
	 Despite LaTech’s 10-1 in-con-
ference record, UH knows it can 
play with any team. In their first 
road trip of the year in the WAC, 
UH traveled to Ruston, La. During 
the first half, the Wahine were up 
us much as 14 and led at halftime. 
However, the ‘Bows did not leave 
with a victory, losing 68-54.
	 This time could be much differ-
ent for the ‘Bows. Motivation and 
determination are on their side.
	 In the midst of this losing 
streak, they stand at seventh in the 
WAC. As Bolla flatly put it: “We 
need to make a move. We control 
our destiny. Eight games left, five 
and a half back — we just need to 
win.”
	 The ‘Bows play the Lady 
Techsters tonight at 7 p.m. at the 
Stan Sheriff Center. On Saturday, 
Hawai‘i plays Southern Methodist, 
currently third in the conference at 
7-4, at 7 p.m. UH students with 
spring 2005 validated ID cards get 
into the games for free.

“We just need 
to win,” said Jim 

Bolla

Commentary

Canseco busts McGwire myth
� By Mike Bianchi

The Orlando Sentinel

(KRT) — Spare me the shock.
		  Spare me the outrage.
		  Spare me the denials.

	 Did we really need Jose 
Canseco to tell us Mark McGwire 
was on steroids?
	 As if we didn’t already know.
	 A reporter busted McGwire 
long ago for taking androstene-
dione — a form of testosterone-
producing steroid now banned by 
baseball. If McGwire was taking 
andro, why wouldn’t he take 
something a little stronger to 
make him hit the ball a little far-
ther?
	 Let’s stop playing dumb, shall 
we? Let’s stop treating Canseco 
like some sort of low-down, lying 
scum for actually having the gall 
to stick a syringe not only in 
McGwire’s buttocks, but in 
McGwire’s myth. Let’s just come 
out and admit what we’ve sus-
pected for quite sometime now: 
McGwire’s home run total, just 
like Barry Bonds’ home run total, 
is as artificial as the nose on 
Michael Jackson’s face.
	 Just because Canseco is a 
loose cannon doesn’t make him a 
liar. Sure, Canseco might be a 
complete knucklehead in all other 
aspects of life, but when he 
writes a book on steroid use in 
baseball, he is the foremost 
expert. If anybody knows which 
players used steroids back in the 

1990s, it’s the ultimate juicer 
himself.
	 If Canseco writes, in his new 
book, that he personally injected 
steroids into McGwire’s backside 
in a bathroom stall in the Oakland 
locker room, why should we not 
believe him? The common ques-
tion being asked is, “Why would 
anybody believe Canseco?” I’ve 
got a better question: “Why 
would anybody believe baseball?”
	 The baseball establishment is 
already trying to discredit 
Canseco by saying that he is 
making these outlandish claims 
about McGwire just to sell books 
and make money, but hasn’t base-
ball used steroids to sell its game 
and make a whole lot more 
money?
	 Canseco’s claims in 2005 are 
not any more outlandish or inflat-
ed than McGwire’s home run 
total in 1998. If Canseco makes 
money on his book, it won’t be 
nearly as much as the millions 
made by the hulked-up, bulked-
up McGwire for breaking Roger 
Maris’ home run record. Or the 
millions made by Major League 
Baseball during the McGwire-
Sammy Sosa home run chase that 
not only rescued the sport but 
transcended it.
	 I’ve said it before, and I’ll say 
it again: Steroids aren’t ruining 
baseball, steroids saved baseball.
	 The dramatic duel between 
McGwire and Sosa is credited 
with being the key catalyst in 
helping baseball recover from the 

lingering resentment of the 1994 
strike. Isn’t it clear now that 
without andro (and who knows 
what else) there would have been 
no home run duel? 
	 Maybe this is why we’re see-
ing many in the baseball media 
pile on Canseco the same way 
they piled on Steve Wilstein, the 
Associated Press reporter who 
broke the story about McGwire 
taking andro. It seems that 
nobody is ready to admit that we 
were duped seven  years ago 
when McGwire broke the record.
	 Remember how you felt back 
then? It was one of those magical 
moments when people remember 
exactly what they were doing at 
the time. I was reading a bedtime 
story — The Little Red Caboose 
— to my daughter, when my wife 
rushed in and told me McGwire 
was up in the fourth.
	 Here’s what I wrote about 
McGwire the next day: “We don’t 
get that many stories to tell our 
grandkids. This one is a keeper, 
right up there with Lindbergh and 
man on the moon. Except this 
was a man and his moonshots. 
One small step for man, one stu-
pendous, tremendous home run 
trot for mankind.”
	 Sadly, that summer now feels 
more like a bummer.
	 At the time, it seemed too 
good to be true.
	 And now we know why.
	 Because it was.

Tony Blazejack • Ka Leo O Hawai‘i

Senior Spencer Haskins competes in the men's 200-yard breast-
stroke against BYU.

Ka Leo Staff

	 The University of Hawai‘i 
men’s and women’s swimming 
and diving teams both moved up 
to No. 19 in the latest College 
Swim Coaches Association polls.
	 The Rainbow Warriors, who 
boast a 10-1-1 record in dual 
meets this season, moved up from 
No. 20 to No. 19. Meanwhile, the 
Rainbow Wahine rose from No. 22 
to No. 19. The Wahine hold a 14 - 
3 record.

	 Both squads notched wins last 
week when they defeated 
Washington, a final tune-up before 
heading off to their respective 
conference championships.
	 The men will travel to 
Rochester, Mich. to compete in 
the National Independent 
Conference Championships from 
Feb. 23 - 26. The women will 
compete in the Western Athletic 
Conference Championships held 
at the same time in San Antonio, 
Texas.

SportsBriefs


