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Overview

Ẇ Datafication and ñdata justiceò

Ẇ ñData ableismò

Ẇ Overview of data gaps about the disability community in Hawai'i (and 

elsewhere)

Ẇ Identification of disability

Ẇ Conclusion



ñRaw data is an oxymoronò

Ẇ Datafication

Ẇ ñData do not naturally exist, but [é are] 

taken from things and processesò (Mejias 

and Couldry, 2019) 

Ẇ ñAsymmetric relationship between those 

who collect, store, and mine large 

quantities of data, and those whom data 

collection targetsò (Andrejevic)

Ẇ ð> Data and digital technologies are ñboth 

our best hope and our worst enemyò 

(Morozov, 2015)



Data ableism

Ẇ Ableism: ñA system of assigning value to 

people's bodies and minds based on 

societally constructed ideas of normalcy, 

productivity, desirability, intelligence, 

excellence, and fitness. These constructed 

ideas are deeply rooted in eugenics, anti-

Blackness, misogyny, colonialism, 

imperialism, and capitalism. [é] You do not 

have to be disabled to experience ableism.ò 

(Lewis, 2022)
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Why does it matter in real life



Data sources

Ẇ Census Bureau surveys

Ẇ Health-focused CDC surveys

Ẇ Dedicated disability surveys 

Ẇ Administrative data



Data gaps

Ẇ Identifying people with disabilities and ñmeasuringò disability

Ẇ Sub-state geographical identifiers 

Ẇ Unmet needs and services gaps 

Ẇ Accessibility



ñMeasuringò disability

Ẇ 3 fundamental approaches:

1. Medical diagnosis 

2. Functional definition

3. Self-identification 



Medical vs. social model of disability



Medical vs. social model of disability

Medical Social

Deficiency or abnormality Definition Difference

Resides in the individual Location
Derives from interaction between an 

individual and society

ñNormalizationò or cure of the 

individual
Remedy Societal change

Professional Agent of change
Individual, advocates, policymakers, 

general public, é



Why is disability as a medical diagnosis 
inadequate?

Ẇ Gaps in access to diagnoses

Ẇ Lack of information about diagnoses

Ẇ Impact of disability in a personôs life

Ẇ Role of the social environment in creating 

ñdisabilityò

Ẇ Externally determined


