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BI<x;RAPHICAL Sillv1MARY:

FRANCIS MIYAKE, retired teacher

Francis Mi.yake , J apanes e, was born in Waialua, September 28, 1906.
His father came from Japan as an interpreter and lived on the Hamakua
Coast prior to working at' Kawaihapai, near Mokuleia. He later worked
in a store and then opened his O"WIl store.
Francis attended Waialua Elementary, McKinley High School, and Normal
School. He started his teaching career in M['lolii on the Big Island.
He returned to Waialua in 1937 and taught at Waialua Elementary for over
thirty years.
The Miyakes 'have three children and currently live in Hal.eiwa .
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Tape No. 1-44-1-76

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIBV
with
Francis Miyake (Hvl)
July 8, 1976

BY: . Howard Nonaka (HN)
HN:

... Okay, I guess we can start with your family . .Tell me something
about 'em.

PM:

Well, J was bo rn in Waialua, naturally, and educated at Waialua
Elemont.ary School . Those daysrthey didn't have a kindergarten, so,
natural Iy , you go to first grades right through e.iglrth grade. Then,
cventua.Lly, you go to high school, and there' was at rhat time McKinley ,
the on Iy high school to get into. And you had to come to IV1cKinley,
'and you're there foy four years. I stayed atOkwnura Dormitory. It was
right close to McKinley. ~Vepay seventeen dollars a month, but we had
to do chores. That is, yardwork, ki tchen he l.p .... You help them cook,
prepare things, and set the tables and clean d i shes afterward. Then, of
course, at night you have your prayer meetings' and you go and study.
You see...
.

HN:

This is a religious ...

FM:

Chr i.s ti an home. Because they had. both girls' and boys' dormitor ies . We
.were on King Street. Known as Okumura Home , see. It was partly
supported by, I think it was Castle family, or somebody. Well, anyway ,
some .Christia11 home. So, Sundays, of course, .was the bes t, because we
go to church. ~Ve gochurc}l Sundays on.ly , During the mo rn ing and
ovcning , but, the mo mi.ng session is t.he best, because you come horne,
yout rc-al.I waiting. They all rush home to eat t.he sukiyaki, see, because
that's once a week treat, because everyday you have a set menu. So you
know exactly what you're eati.ng everyday. As soon as you go 110me, you
do your study most of 'the vt irne. Later all, you do chores .. You do all the
chores that youcan. Yardwork and. all that. Ei ther prior or after supper,
see.. If you want to do it after supper, it's up to you, but you have to
do a certain work to Inake up your seventeen dollars a month, because that
wi 11 no t l)ay~, but , 'as why I say, charity comes ill From rich people like
Castle and all those big names, so forth. TIley used to support us"

liN:

1Vhat was emphasized mostly in school ?

PM:

Fmphas is is English. Because we .who are university preparatory s tudent.s ,
we have to take four years Engl ish , four years history, three years math,
I think was, three years science and at least three years language. That
was required to enter University of I-Iawaii or any other un.ivers i ty ,
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because !vlcKinley at that time was the only public .schoo.l.. Public high
schoo l , And when you graduate that schoo l , you are "A" student,
because they accepted you mostly at any college on t.hc Mai.nl.and.: We
are much hi.gher than .Iolan i. or St . Louis, because I think at that time,
if I remember correctly, McKinley was considered about the sixteenth or
seventeenth h i.ghes t high school in the nation. When I say nati on , that's
the U.S. nat i on , you know.. I t.hi nk Punahou followed us at that time.
But now clays, of course, you notice Punahou is a TIllIC}1 higher s tandard..
I t.hink si.nce they're having co-cducat.ion , then ~1cKinle)T came down, see.
~.~. S:CJ.l1~~ . . c:lt.tbC:l.t.. . t ime,.. . rvlcI(inley.was . very..· iJlterested-··in··produc:·ing········students;
real students that they can enter University of Hawaii or the Mai nl.and,
see, so .....
ffi~:

So, it wasn t t coveducat i onal ?

FM:

No.

I-IN:

It was j us t for males?

FM:

At that t ime ,

Yeah. No, not; male, but when 1 say co-ed.ucation means that because .they
were male and women student, but, they specify, very definitely,.
educat i.on-v-wcl l, I say co-education, too,at that time, but it wasn't
emphasized as now. Now days, see. Well, we call it more mix group" I
'tllillk, hull. Because, I think, when we entered, we entered at five
hundred fifty students and you can see we only graduate 214. Graduated
after four years work. And I 'was one of the fcr tunat.c ones to take an
exam and , of course, then I went to Normal School, see, two years. Then
I 'went out to teach an.d, of course, I had to come back and make- -'~we were
gi ven ten years to make up and get our bachelor's degree. Bachelor of
Educat ion , that's the highest I went . But it took me ten years. That
is, every l\Jonday', every Thursday aft.ernoons I used to have two classes
Monday One at 3 0' clock, one at seven. The same t.h.ing .Thursday , And
then later on, during summer, we used ~o go summer school and make up .
credits. It took exactly about ten. years for us to make up.. So you can
see how long. (Chuckles)

liN:

How did you cia t.ha t when you were on the Big Island?

FM:

Big Island, n.o chance ~ because those days t hey d i dn ' t extend University

courses there on Big Island. The on ly thing is you come back to Oahu to
Luckily, I only ,stayed---instead of the four year contract that
we have to do, I came back in. two years , because my father passed away
'when I went first year, so I work- - -was Mr. Awai who was t.he principal of
Kawailoa School help rne. He was my t.eacher . He help me to get me back
to Oahu, see. So ....

make up.

HN:

·Wl1ich Mr. Awai is that?

FNI:

Mr, James Avai.. He was my former teacher, too, so, I taught under' him
unt i I 'from '33 to ~ 36. Then 1937, T went to ..... Waialua Elementary under
Miss Rank.injvthen , until I retired, see, .June '69.'
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HN':

Can we go back Li ttle bi t and talk about like how s ~rict it was then
at rhe school?

~1:

You mean family strictness and· so forth?

HN:

No, at school.

FM:

Oh , yeah , t.hey were very strict, because .... when you are naughty , you
dont do anyth.i ng right, you had to do after-school chores. That's
usually you clean the room or you go with t.he .... of course, at that
time, tlle)T... \v~!'~ . . ~Cll~~9-jCl!!tt2!'~tI1.?_1;~9-~9fC:lb~tQqt(3J1.,ClSQ£ today.
Because we had so-called Mr. Alameida. lVas very strict and we had to go
pick up rubbish., cl ean the school yard, clean room and so forth. But
we were a bunch of good boys, so we used to do.... sometime they'd make
lIS clean around the teacher's cottage aJId t.hey had bananas han.ging under
the t.eacher ' s cottage. Next day, t.hcy won't find it. Because you know
how hungry we're going to be. Young ki ds , at tllat time. Just about
that age where you want to eat ,you were quite nau.ghty
lVe were 'always
call for wo rk , so, next day, the teacher won' t find their bananas in
there. Even t.he papayas , any of t.hem, we used to eat ,because rhat ' s
about the only rhing we can eat around there, because spending money
was very scarce, eh, those days. I'm talking about elementary. Waialua.
Iil emerrtary-v-wa ia'Iua School .. Because today, it's called Haleiwa
Elementary, see. And, of cours e, we have chores beside that. Of course,
you be very careful rhat when you go horne you don't say what .... why
you were kcp t after school, because you're going to get double of
spanking or whatever you carl call it is. Those. days, you know they were
not a.fraid of using yardsticks or anything, because for every mistake
and so for'th , you be spanked anyway. And it wasn't like today where you
have your suit case coming on like that, because the parents felt that
whatever you deserve at school, it's what you suppose to get, and no
comeback at home, because we don't tell t.hem. We are very afraid to tell
the parents, because we're going to get double' of that thing again at
home, And, of course, you have special chores at home. As I told you'
befo rc , because you have to do your share of work at home, too, to get
your reward at the end of rhe week. The end of t.he 'week reward is a
s i.Ien t movie , We used to go to- - -they call 'the old HaIeiwa Theatre.
Because of MrvKono rthey used to call it Kana Theatre. And we were given
a 'thin clime to go to theatre at weekends. That is, ei ther T'r i day or
Saturday to see the cowboy pictures. Sil.crrt imov i es . Plus that, you
were given about five 10rIg sticks of candy. That t s ahout all, see. \\Te
used to take those Lanterns- - kerosene Lant.erns . No streetlight. All the
Lant.erns been hung on there. On the wal l . I-Ie was very nice to dim the
Li ght.s for us. Prior to that we all si t (t oget.her) and then we all come
home together. Because home chores naturally included chopping the woods
for t.he stove, because we di.dn t have SUC}I thing electric stove or gas
stove. We used to havo wooden boxes come in, you. know, from downtown or
.Japan , So we j us t chop that up for kindlers and wood and whatever it is.
So, we didn't have to pay too much for f i rewood, because we used to buy
one cord of firewood. fu1d, of course, that, it's about a good .... oh,
about .... four feet. Three to fou.r feet, I would think. So you had to
cut in certain size to fi t in the stove, .huh. We Cll0P that up and all
rhat.. And, that supply. Plus, my job was to fill the water tank. So,
to
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no such thi.ng as pipewater today. So, it's all gravi ty system, so, the
old salmon tubs we're used. Cleaned and used. You make your own system
p.rp ing , Use that for kitchen use entirely, and there was no such thing
as piping, so we had well. And we used to clean the well, about once
in two months and so forthe kld everything was well~, Of course, my
sect.i onvwhere I lived, there were lots 0'£ artesian wells. lVhe'n you dig
cer ta.in feet ,yOli get clean fresh wat er all the t i.me . So, water
problem wasn ' t impure water, too. No ice system illltillater on, so w]1e11
you want to cool anything, you put t.h i s in t.he tub or something, lower
t.ha t into the we11 for 0Y~D'ltght_,9-l1(l·thenha.ve. real . cool .... The water
was' very ··tbld;see.
'
HN:

What do you remember putting down in the well?'

PM:

Well, watermelons and. things, frui ts .and so fo r th , Such frui t as, you
know, banana, papayas. You WaI1t real f resh t.hings . Pineapples and
'
things. That ' s about all. Things are cheap, and people used to give
you. quite a bit because they used to raise for .thcmseI ves see. So that
was tIle very early stage of school when I was still going e l.ement.ary ,
The re was 110 SUCIl thing as e l.ement.ary those days. There was just a
Waiallla School , see, those days. That was going back to my dad' s day.
Of course, 11e came here from Japan as an .irrterprct.cr . Then , he was sent
Hamakua Coast and later on, he came to Oahu and he worked at Kawaihapai.
And he had a .group of over four hundred peop.leunder him.

HN:

You mean , interpreter---he was hired by the plantation?

PM:

Yeah, B)T the plantation. Because t.hc 'Scotchmen~ -lunas, overseers, or
they call it Iuna those daysv-wont understand so he has to interpret .
And he' 11 take t.hi s whole gang out, cutting grass, and those days, you
know, your cane 'is all cut by hand, too, huh. So they had a sort of a
camp , I t.hi.nk. More like a camp. And, you figure ,four 'hundred fifty
people, and they had they call it long house, you know. So, those days,
long house .... your parlor , your bedroom is all in one. Because night
time, you know, .Japanese used to get the mat.t ress , ell . Your futon or
whatever YOlI call it, they had to sleep ill. Day time, they just roll
that LIp and t.hcn that becomes t.hei r parIor , and so forth. Kitchen, of
course, they have ali ttle space where they cook the food. But eating
is done r i gh t ill the same rOOTI1. So, one big room is considered as parlor ,
your bedroom, everything else. Of course, he had a gang ...

HN:

Think you can describe the long house little bit more?

PM:

~Vell,

it's a real long house. If you are fortunate, you will get a
little section. 011, pretty hard to say , no. Maybe 18 by twenty (feet).
And y·011 may get another 11 b)T 12 (feet) if you are supervi sor
something, overseer. ~V11ere you have separate bedrooms, see. I say this,
because, if your people over there, those who were under you have
problems, t.hey want to come and talk wi t.h you. So natural Iy , that's the
business office all combined in one. The long house divide' into one,
two .... maybe between four to six families live in one long house. Some
of them maybe two. All depends 110W the way it's buil t , So, you can see

or
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that. And 11e (Fa.ther) used to divide h.is group .int.o four. One, they
raise vegetables for t.he whole camp. The other gang is called ....
cleaning gang where they clean the camp, allover, see. They do yard
work. TIle other gang goes up to the mountain to get---the only source
was t.he mountain p i.gs , so they'11 go up to the mount.a in , get the pig.
And that.' S all weekends, see. Usually, they don't have work on Saturday
or Sunday, They do that, and t.hey bring home rna.ybe between four to
'
ha l f a dozen pigs. TIley chop that IIp, and then , into sections and each
family wi I l have a certain section. ~Vell, you don' t have the same
section all the time. You may get from the head to the foot, see. And"
ngsl.1<;h tIling as . . icebox. The . . ·onl)T ..thingi 55 alt • Pork ~Saltis .free
because they go down the beach. They get the nice clean salt. Pure
salt. They salt it up. And they put it in barrels and keep it and they
cook that. Use that as an ingredient to cook our vegetables and' so
fOl~tl-l. And. the other gang would go down the beach afternoons or
something like rhat . About two, three times a week and then get. ~10stly,
they e10 it on .hol i days. That 's when they get a big haul ; come back,
because f i sh was p l.ent.ifu.l those days. N.ot like today. And they divide
that IIp.. So, they lived a very ni ce .normal. Li fe , III fact, I think they
were eating much fresh things all the time.. Because vegetables; all and
then , of course, as I said, the vegetables, you cannot hog. That means
take more than what you can use. You can eat as much as you can. But
you're not supposed to waste. So, they were very cooperative. They
worked together. You know, the salaries very cheap those days.
liN:

How naich they ......

FM:

lNell, I think they make about five, six dollars, I tlrink. Supervisor
make about seven , e i ght dollars, but in spite of that, now, 'they used
to save, you know. About dollar, dollar and a half per family, so you
can see .....

HN:

You talking about one month pay?

FM:

One month pa·y. That ' s what they got. Some of them still had insurance
wi t.h that, too. So, .insurance was cheap at that time. Life insurance .
But still t.hen it's mo re .a saving insurance, you ca.ll it. Not the pure
.l ife .insuranco you have today, sec. So, they t l I save the money and then ,
I don ' t know how, but sometime, t.hey get Li ttle bonus . I don't know what
t hey do , rhough , but t.hey do get IJOllUS out of it, sometime.
I guess, the
.rnos t savers will get little TIIOre.
I don't know what , TIley divide that
money. But they were very hones t about t.hings . No such thing as trying
to cheat each other , see. So, when I say b0I1l1S, maybe t.he re ' s , you know,
oversupply of t.hings . Vegetables, or t.hey sell and that in t.urn becomes .
the bOJ11lS savings. You know, bonus for t he savings, I t.hink , That's
what my father was telling me. I don~t know. Things are different,
different places=

HN:

lVhere was this th.ing?

Where was your father stationed?

FM:

At Kawaihapai ]vlokuleia section.

HN :

And what time period was thi s about?
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t1:

That, I cannot. tell. Way back. Because I know then *TIIY fat.her move
into Honolulu, see. And he worked jn'a store. Then he came down. to
Waialua whi.ch ·is ..... present ly near "Achiu Lane, I rhi.nk. Right th ere .
And he was a manager,' branch manager for Murakami Store. And later on,
you know, where rvligita's is se l l ing flowers, Ha.Ie iwas Flowers, rhatt s
where he open his own s tore , In1919. that's when he built that .. ~
told me that.

He

HN:

And that house been standing that long?

FM :Yeah.,tllatlong. Ofi-cour-se, we been repaired an,dso forth; but my
father bui I t vthat; place on a higher level, because there was a di tch
underneath where irrigation water used to go through cane fields below
by near the courthouse and allt.llat place. But you can see how old
house call last, because those days, they're not flimsily built like
today.. The f rames j you have real frames allover the house , you know.
Now days, you know, t.he walls are the frame of your house , mostly.. But
those clays, they really have door's Frame all around . All "corners, they
use about two by rtlrrees and so for th. So, those days, we used toenj oy
wi rhout many places t.hey had in extent as' of today.. BU.t still, we know
}10W to enj oy things.
Because we used to go down the beach. On weekends,
we'd go beach or up the mourrta ins , so forth
So we pl anned our weekends
vel)' ni.ce Iy , As you get your bonus, as I told you. If you 'are a good
'boyar a good girl , you were sent to the movie once a week. And '\Te look
forward for that, because that is one of the most pleasure, because no
such t11iJ1g as lV or radio.. The on ly thing is the old style phonograph
that you had with that, you know, that hom type .
eo

(HN chuckles)

FM:

You know that sOW1d is ...... but still we cons i dcr it you are one of the
Lucky ones if you have a phonograph atyou.r home. Because , as you go
on, later, on., we used to go ride hor-ses all the time then" but later
011, because you're fortunate and you're from horse and buggy days, you
carne i l l to this old Ford trucks. That cranking type _ (Laughs) And
rhen , gear shifts came in later on till today you have your modern
automat.i.c ....

FJN:

011, gcar vsh i f'ts ? .

B\ll:

Yeah. Because you had to use gear shift. Before the clutch used to be
rho gear, shift, see. You run , you. had a little handle on the hand
S11i ft.
You have that, see , You use your cl utches the wa.y you use now..
But big t.rucks . Yeah. That.' s the Inea11S of transportation, because , if .
you're lucky you buy a car--a four-door sedan, they call it. Otherwi se ,
you go 'vi th your family on a t ruck and have YOllYWeekel1ds and so forth,
)lOU k110\'J.
1110se days, ch i Ld ren used to look forward fay weekends when
t.hey can go' fami l.y picnics . Because t.hey used to have mere fami.Ly picnics
and t hey used to have events, you know, because you know 110W Japanese
groups. They come from certain part of Japan. So they had'kurrUai, all
kind of kumi ai , t.hey called it, which is called a conmuni ty group. That's
its name~oday.' I don't know what, but they have different sections
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Japan, and if srnnetimes you're ~ucky, you're invited to that, too, see.
Because ...... no such thing fancy foods. 'Vvas simple. But still, when
you eat dQwn the beach, even hinamoru lunch, as we call that--you know,
that cherry , umeboshi and·musubi - -·taste.very good. Yeah, And they used
to have picnics, qui te a Few pi.cni.cs .
e

HN:

Db

YOll

remember any comnuni ty activities, like that, you know, where

the whole connnunity participated?
PM:

1Vell, the only thing is that Japanese group were the most .... they used
to_haye_theirgrOU]l.They used to. have all kind of events. Rae illg
events and so forth.

HN: What kind of events?
PM:

Hundred yards andback , you know. And three Legged races. B'li.nd-rnan
and t hc deaf, you' know, t.hey race. And you have relays. I think, those
.Japancse groups were t.he most ones that used to have. Especially when
t.J1C Empcror t s b.ir thday . It's ill April, you know, first. That' s when
they used to look forward. for any hol i day , because t.oday , you see that
boys and girls eating apples and fishca.kes, drinking milk. Those days
t.he on ly time is when you. had some kind of ho l i day or S0111e happyevcnt ,
you. kl10W. Sorncbodys birthday, or marriages, you know, parties you go,
then that' s when they eat. Because some of them hardly drink milk, you
know. 111e only time they used to buy milk at our s tore is when someone
is sick in the family. Otherwise they used these condensed. milk .. That's
the thick one where you open two side, you blow the milk out, and then
you pour }10t water. And that's the way you make your milk. Or else, we
used to put that condensed milk on the cracker and use that as a jelly
and so forth. And it used to taste very good, because sweet~ Some of
the boys were even putting sugar on top of that.

(HN ch.uckles)
F1vt:

Cand.ies, and such th i ng is very rare.

I-TN:

Going back to' t he EJnperor' s birthday, you remember did you go to any of
those parad.es and can you describe that?

PM:

Oh, yeah . Not parade, but they used to. have a b.igpl ace. A.s I said,
t.hey have the Emperor's p i cture over there. They said, "this is a ho l iday,
And we happy that the Emperor so for th h is birthday ~ And we are lucky
that werc still living" and all that. You know how old people are.
They're very f a i thful to t.he Emperor. Of course, we ourself, we don't
care. The only thing \ve care is to get sornethi.ng to eat and havevyou
know, TI1I1Ili11g and get ten 'cents tablets.. ~Ve used to get prizes, )'011
know" \Vin or lose, you get prize, anyway. TIle wi.nnc r has more, but even
t.he losers, .at least, because people were very nice in donating. Stores
and 1.110se. Events used to last From about nine 0' clock to late evenings,
you know, They all get t.oge ther . They have .... lunches togeth.er. You
sit together. You visi t each others and see what they have and you
(Laughs) help yourse l.f , But they didn't mind, because t.hey used to
.i nvi t e , sec. So, we enjoy it. Those are the thing, you know. Fishing

Very rare.
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is another one, see. Because f i shi.ng is about the only one beside
your movi es , because f i sh "vas p l.enti ful , And people used to go up the
mOlUltain later on, even when I was kids, yet, they used to go up
mountain, hW1tings. Wild pigs mostly. Our side.
.

HN :

l\7i tho guns?

PM:

Yeah. Buckshot , I think they call it. I used to go hunt.ing , too.
Fishing , Until later on when I was busy I can't make it anymore. That's
about a.II .

HN:

What was your favorite spot go fishing?

PM:

Presently that .... Haleiwa, you know that wharf over there?
to call .... I forgot the name of tllatplace .

HN:

What was that before, anyway?

PM:

Yeah.

ryoba.

Where boats used to dock or something?

Those smal.I fishing boats used to come in.

And, they called it

They called it ryoba, because that's where fiyoba means.

In

English means the fish.ing harbor , see. All the fis ing, small boats
from seven to, you know, maybe fifteen footers, they. used to go' out .
And those days, at the begiruling, nQ such thing ~ngines, you know. They
used to row .Japanese style. And they go out , Later on, they bought the
small·- - - I don't know how many horsepower t.hey are. About IS, 16, I think,
ell. .And they put a Ii ttle engine. 111ey used to go out overnight and
come back. And. they used to make quite a good. haul. Of course, they're
fo r tunate . .Some t.ime you not for-tunate. That's about all. And, I think,
our d.ays, baseball was, you know, the most sport. Bven Japanese schools
have teams playing each o ther . La.ter all they have AJA and we used to
travel allover. We used to ride from Waialua: up to Wahia.wa, present.Iy
whe re W11eeler Field is. There ' s a j unction over there. Bicycle. Tie
our bats and ride bicycle IIp there. TIle game starts about one o'clock.
We leave home about ten or ni.ne o'clock. Come up there and have a good--omusub i . Simple, you know, and then take a rest. And then we have a
game . Going 1101ne is easy because downhi l.I all the way'. Later on, of
course, that was r1101"C ki d days' gamcs , )TOU know. Somet i.me where t.hey
corral all the horses ill, we clean t.hat place up rii.cely and play, because
no such t.hing as ball ground , those days. Ally place that you can get
hold. of. No SUCll t.hing as real bases , because we 115ec1 to use, you kJl0W,
those guns ack bags and everyth i.ng . \\lllatever we can hold. In fact, at
the beginn ing , we used to cut guava trees to make bats. lVe find old
baseballs, lye used to tie that all IIp nice ly , \Vea.ve' em t.oge ther and use
that bat and balls. Until were fo r tunat.e where your parents woul d buy ,
and , I t.h.i.nk , the best glove at those days , I think , you can pay five to
six dollars.. That cost today, I think , about thirty, forty dollars
glove, I t h.ink . See, they were not particular. As l011g as they have
something to pl ay wi th and enjoy. And the mai.n thing wasta have fun, you
see. You win, you're lucky, you see. Nothing involved, see, just play
a. game, Later on, we go to even- - -we used to join the Windward Oahu
Leagu~, see.
And we used to pay Mr. Kimura fifty cents ~or bus ride back
aJld forth, 'and see how cheap it is? Round trip, now, to Kaneohe and
Kailua side f~om Waialua, now. Fifty cents round trip.
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I-IN:

One person?

PM:

Yeah. 1'110se days if you wear urri forrn , you're a proud person. \fuether
you bench yourself. Because I know.. I was benched three seasons
unt i I .1 really started to play, see. The pride is to be abl e to wear a
un i fo rm. You are a member of the team. Yeah ..

1-IN:

Real big, then, the leagues were that t ime ,

PM:

Well, t.he rc were many, many teams.
L~~·gll~'\~~ }l<:ld~'~()l.l~?i~ ~E3C,l1ll~?E;~·

Even in Waialua section, .Junior
f$~~Cll..l~_E?YQuJla\7"eKawailoa,Haleiwa
.....

Meisho, .and, I t.lii.nk, they have Riverside and Waialua Hongwanj is.
Yeah, they had. a.bout six teams see. Even that small p lace., In that
Walalua. COmITILlni ty , But today, you can hardly get one t eam, now. Boys
are TI10re .int.eres ted in other attractions. Surfboards and everything.
The re 's th.e car, see. J guess the interest has changed , then.
HN:

What about .... like we heard someth.ing about one team going to Chi.na to
play, too.

PM:

~Vell,

HN:

On t.he Chinese team?

PM:

Yeah. But they use their Chi.nese names. I t.hi nk four or five were
p l ay.ing , Because no such thing as Japanese team, those days, see.
All.vChi.ncsc was thc team, those days. Yeah , Wasec.ta. Tedai . (Names of'
lJniversitie.s ill .Japan ,") All of t hem used to come but .... main thing to
heat tJ1CJl1, because t.he old Adlai .Field is down. AalaPark, before, see.
Anti he was telling me .howhe used to wait outs i de , wait for those bal Ls
to come UJ:J, sec. And he pi.eked three balls, I think. Plenty. 75¢,
25¢ a balls. And t.hat' S money fo r h.im already. And then , if they find
t.he b31J., for each ball t.hcy call enter the ball game. So YOLl can. 'See }lOW
much rthen two bits, ell. Because I know my father - - -he's interested in
basebal.l , so, when those Japan teams used to come, he used to take me all
the time.

~~:

Japan teams was what?

PM:

All old.

HN:

Urrive rs i ty"

PM:

Yeah, all university.
They all YQung kids .

t.hose .... later all, when I came to tv1cKinley, see. Those days, the
team that used to come from Japan, the 'main purpose is to beat the all
Ch.i.ncse team. They sai.d, "You can lose every game, but win the Chinese
and come back." I was just talking to a. gentleman at Kahala who
remember those days. He say, "Yeah, those .Iapanese team used to come"
He said, "Their main purpose to bea.t our team, t.he all-Chinese." And
t hen , of course, some .of the Japanese were playin.g th.at team, see. So
they use ...

How old were the people playing on the team?

University boys.

Waseda and all that.

I forgot the other teams.
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HN:

TIle Chi.nese team was what?

FM:

No, local boys. And they are all h i gh school graduates or some of them
still going to hi gh school, ~ee. They're not purely Chinese; Other
nat.ional i t yp l ayi ng , but they look alike, so, you know , t.hen using
·Chinese names,eh. Ting and Dongs and all that thing there, my gosh.

(I-I1'~

From China?

1 aughs )

I-IN:

Why was it, you know, everybody wanted to beat 'them?

PM:

Because they were the strongest. Because, locally, they were the
strongest team. Yeah, all the Hawaiians used to have. ,They the one
that had. the Asah i team and all t.hat . They hard l.y can. beat the Chinese.
They were tIle s t ronges t of all. I don f t know why, but they had the boys .
They cern h.i t and play . No doubt about it.

HN:

Okay, maybe we call 'go back and go to your fami ly .
have in your f~ily?

PM:

Well, total nine. Six girls, three boys. So .... and wi th my father 311d
mother make eleven, and he had about four or five people working for
sp~
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Like how many did you

JVu.

~IN:

lVas t.ha t at the store?

FM:

Yes, we had a store. As 1 told you, after ·he left Murakami Store, as,
a branch manage r , he opened that place a.t where presently the Haleiwa
Fl.owe r Shopd s , \Ve used to have about, oh, about e i gh t or nine horses.,
A11d naturally, you had to feed t.hem. You can't just feed them barley,
so we had togo out and cut grass. Twice a week we used to go. Was .i t
Wednesday and Sa turday , Wednesday, of course, naturally, we' 11 get up
about five o'clock and before those California grass had ~those ..... I don't
know what you call them, but, you know, when the rh ing dri.es , the t.h.ing
get just flies all over, you know t.hat Li ttle hairy 'thi.ng . Yeah. So
youhacl to cover yourself rea.l good. Wl1en the grass i.s all wet, you see',
11 r i ng 'em home. And you ha.ve enough supply and you cut it up and feed
t.ha t with the barley .combination. So, beside the regular chores, you
had to do barnyard work , eh . Take the horse manure away, put 'em all
the side, and , later on, of course, we had a Li ttle extension in the back
wh.i ch was better because there, we used to raise the same ki.nd of type
of grass . And we divided. in four d.ifferent sections. We let 'em rim
in one section for a while. Then when. cve ryth.ing is gone, so we d.idn ' t
have to cut as many grass as before. The11 we watered that place and of
course, we had manure , ell. Free manure to fertilize the thing (Chuck l.es )
because tha.t is something above t.he ground; so you want that t'h i ng to be
green and soft grass, you l010W. So, the horse used to love that.

HN:

lVhat wcre the horses for?

FM:

To use it for your .... d.rays, we used to call it.. Big doubles and horses.
That 's the ,\vay you deliver your t.lri.ngs before the car, these automobiles
came. Because that's the only means of transportation.. And there was
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a buggy over there w~ich is called Mr.. Miura. He's the only one.
An.d.' .... you call it taxi buggy? What do you call it? Anyway,buggy in
place of taxi's t.oday, They call him up in his old t.elephone that used
to ring, r i ng so 'much. You .have your number , you have four or five, you
used to .ring one long, two' short.' That .means your 11011se·. Or four short
and two Long, one short'. 'All that's a system, see, we used to have .
And fo r vthe Central, then, of course, if you wanted over and above within
your next section, then, you have to ring one, and then, the Central
will connect you to different places. .
HN:

That time stQresusedtou-be-just u like how-I-t is now?
guys used to ...

FM:

No, we Qsed to (handle) strictly merchandise.
separate,

I-IN:

But to go out and de l i ver, what was t.ha t for?

FM:

011, well, you go out, maybe you deliver certai.n thing to a cer tai.n camp.
Next t.i.me t.hey want some of the canned goods and so forth. Of course,
some of the vegetables, they'11 raise vegetable..
You don' t need it.
MiIk and sometime we 'even had to buy ice cream and deliver means that's ,
the t.oughes t thing to do, you know. But we never used to accept that,
I guess, melts too fast. Mi.Lk, sometime, they want f ish so we used to
deliver fish for them, see. Or buy fish and deliver for them. That's
a11 extra::!S9kua,help.

Likeyasai, you-

Vegetable market was

I-m : Like, what xli.d you guys sell mostly in your store?
I~:

Well, the l1S11a1 thing. Japanese an.d they want rice, huh. And soap.
Canned goocls , codfish, salt sal.mon , crackers , milk. You know, they order
milk, so we used to deliver milk. Even ice we used to de l i ver . Dollar
and, a quar te r , ell. That was only ten cents a block, see ..~ Of course,
we're no t respons ib l e for the shrinkage of the ice. We try t.o do it the
best \\10 can. \Vc used to wai t for t.he ice, because if we're good, boys
and girls at home, we used to shave ice .. , And you have your ingreeli.ents
you put on. lVhat color you want and we used to eat that , see. And then,
once a month at our house, we used to crank and make ice cream. But,
not the modern stlrff where )'011 have electrici ty. YOlI had to crank 'em.
You thaiv , Thcn, when the t.hi.ng start freezing , you see, it's very hard.
So we used to take that a-nd go on picnicking with rhat , sco , So once a
month, we were treated nicely. But for that we have to work, and I think
it's proper that you should do your share to be rewarded. Because my
parcnt.s make sure that at least once a mouth we go picnicking. And
somcti.me all of a sudden, daddy comes 110me, say, "Ah, let's go to the
beac}l." So we just go down. Take whatever we have, prepare it and go
down, see. Even the men used to go with us. You know how it is, drive
'the horse and go down. (Laughs ) We used to have lots of fW1 because
those, even umebosh i and rankyu used to taste good, you know.. Yeah. Very
good. Simple cooking, but still taste good. You know for yourself,
when you get down the beach, the food taste entirely different from home.
What you eat at homc, Because you had the scenery', everyt.h.ing else
t.oget.her , The cool breeze, you had, you know, toward the evening.
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That what you see at Ala Moana Park, yeah.

Now days, especially.

HN :

Just that when you go over there, get hundreds of people ..

PM:

That's right .

(rW laughs)
}1v1:

But .... they were all nice. They share and the next ne.i.ghbor s , they'd
say, "Oh , how about half this?" and they used to brin.g over . Now days,
you don ' t see tl~Cl~' ~~.· I-ICl.!9-1Y?~.~ rhat. _1?~_fQr~, "Howdy. How'.s
everytl1.111g-?"- You don't -know each other. But, of course, country, you
know each other, but sometimes other people 'deome foy camping, see,
t heytshnre . So the relation very good. No doubt about it. You C311't
beat (the old days ) today. Today, even downtown ,you live right next
to ea.ch o ther , you ask; "Is Mr. Nonaka around? Howard ?" And 11e say ,
"T d-on' tkll0W. " But he's r i gh t t.hcrc. You been living next door quite
a whi 1e. Maybe ten years or so, t.hey don't even know who you are. In
the count ry, you know, you know everybody. Even today. lJnless, like
myself, I come out eve ryt irne , so I dont hardly know people,but ...

HN:

Well., all t.he old-timers.

PM:

Yeah, old-timers, especially.

HN:

Well, more about your family?

FM:

Oh, yeah, T d idnl t go through rhat ni.ne becausewe all went t.hrough
school very' for tunate.l y. I th.ink out of the nine, two of t.hem went
through hi.gh school. Rest all went .irrto college, ·so we're fortunate. I
t.h ink if my father didn't have the store, I think, he had a hard time
let us go through college, because, youknow .... In spite of it, many of·
the p l.an tation people, I give them a. crcd i t , Because sin.ce they didn't
have t hei.r education in .Japan , they worked really hard to see their
chi Ldren go. through and have th.eproper education in this country. And
[ take my hat off to all those people who really educated, Even my
parcnts who gave lIS cducation. Of course, we worked, you know, during
SUJT1ffieJ.' and so forth at Trome , They didn't g i.ve us pay , but 11e used to
put money aside for lIS so t.ha t it can be used later on. That's about
all I call tell you- about the family. Nothing to boast about. That we
had a. proper educati.on.

I1N:

1Vell, j us t havi ng nine b rot hers and sisters

FM:

Of course, ill allY family, what do we have?

Nine kids.

You remember anything ...

IS

qui t.e a bit.

Two teachers, one lawyer,
one .is a Department of Agri culture , you know, Federal Depar tmen t of
Agr i cul ture. I-Ie' s present.Iy the 11ead for Hawai i , State of Hawai i , see.
Of cours e , 911e of ill)! sister is one of the officers at First Hawai i an.
Yeall, we ' re ve ry, ve ry £0 r tunate .

END OP SIDE ONE.
SIDE

Anything else?

rrwo
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PM:

Because .... you can't buy meat or, you know, you have to use more
vegetables, eh. WJlat I say, you just use it for ajisuke you call it,
eh. Ingrcd.i.ent to cook your other things, so even wi th lIS, a pound of
meat went a long way, because 'you're going to cook that with the
vegetables and you know, other' things. And my mother used to buy
ground steak and we used to grind tha.t up and make hamburger and
dump l i ngs in soups, you know, cold meat. She was a very good cook, so,
we uscd rt.o have proper food. all th.e way,you know. Well-balanced. food.
S11c believed. in that well-balanced. food. Because she say , "Everything
goes wi t.h rice," ch. And even at those days, bread, very fcw people
a ~eb~?a~'Y?1!~()~.!\Jl(l, . C?~~·C?yt_~~,_yy~,.b<:rving. a..s .tcre , we used to
take orders aiid take " em to f'ar end where the stores are far away, so
we used to take about two, three times a week. And Love's Bakery used
to bring t.hat for us, and having that, we fortunate. Being a store, we
had crackers to eat, l1W1. ' tVe 11ad carmed goods to eat, huh. From canned.
sardine to Vienna sausage. Devil meat.

HN:

Remember the prices of that time?

PM:

Well, those days flat call sardines- -you know, that one that you just
put oshoyu and, you know, open it, put it on the stove--I think it was
six for 25¢. Yeah. Th.in.gswere very cheap at that time, because most
of the t ime , it's five cents a piece. I f you buy 25 ¢, you get one extra,
see. So most of the t.h.ing were five or ten cents those days. But you
have to compare, because the pay is so cheap, so tha t has to balance.
But, in spite of it, T t.h.ink , many of the families ate well. The only
thing, as I told you, what they Lack is maybe they were not able to eat
ice cream or drink miIk , And soda water was very scarce, as I told you.
Soda wat.er is only time is when you go to parties. But we, as a .storej
we used to have. That's right.
(Chuck l es ) And at home, we used to
have the outside furoba, you know, where they used to make hot water. So
we us ed to have t.hose sweet potato and Irish potato and araimo, .all kind.
We used to put 'em in charcoal. You know, after you boil 'em, you put
'em in and we used to eat that. So' as a whole, my mother was not very·
chintzy as far as food concerned. We used to order ham. And those ham
used to COTIle ill t hose Li g ham, you kn.ow, not today. :fvlotllcr used to take
the b i.ggest one, and she j ust hangs thatvand we just cut ' em off. And
di.nne r , you {usc the ham between breads or fry that wi tb -eggs and so
forth and ate "em, Of course, one thing S118 used to do is as soon as she
got it (the ham), she used to. boil that one side. Steam it up in a big
can, and that can is those--today, we don't have .i t v-but those .five
gallon, you know, cans that )TOlI see around. And everyt.hi.ng else extra.
1118 fooel at those clays, simple. But , still is very 11011rishiI1g. Because
eve ryt.hi.ng is fresh. FrOTIl 'vegetables, you don ' t wa it unt i I six hours or
ten hours . The only difference is maybe the vegetable be only wi thin half
an hour and one hour , because (from) your 0\VI1 backyard garden, see. And
tIle fish, too.
Because, you know, 'those days, I told you, ice very scare.
111.ey cannot. keep it, so, as soon as those people get at ryoba, at the
fishin.g place, they come i l l a cart to come and sell you the fish. And
t.hosc fish those clays, you know how it is. Those big akules, you call buy
three for do l l ar , Maybe sometime when they're plentifur;-three for fifty
cents.. Even those aku that weigh about five, six pounds, you can buy for
fifty cents a piece.~aybemaximum, a dollar. So you can eat all your
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s ash imi . You call eat all your fried f i sh, To your heart.' s cont.ent ,
because my mother used to buy two, three one time and rha t ' s to ·go eat.
And whatever left over, you can f ry .it , lVith other good fish, you can
make soup of it, see. As I said, we had a stote,so nriso is plentiful,
you just go to the store and get- 'em back, because they'd buy, use I t .
It's hard to say what is a special food, I guess. To many a people,
chi.cken used to be rare, see. Mea.t used to be, as I t.ol d you', rare. So
they have chi.cken sukiyaki- ~ -\ve used to call 'em iir.U iri and 'hekk'~,
a I I those ·thillgS" ~ fried eggs. Because SOIne ortllem don ' t have
fried, see, lJ1Jt we used to have chi cken. My dad used .to keep a big
space for birds,." ~l"l.~<?~"t:'?_9-~Iight... ·IdQD~tknoww]letheI'weuseclto
have it, yean. We used to give "em all the slops and so forth so when
he get hi.s to spare wi th us. So, those days , they like to see people
enjoy, and they love to share wi th people. That t s the rhing , 111at's
the most important. Friendsl-1ipan.d to get along wi t.h the neighbors.
And very few people stealing. Because everything's plentiful, see.
So t.hey don't have to steal to eat. Of course, there are few outsider,
you know,maybe nationality come ill, they don't know the place, and they
do used to s teal , But that ' s very minor. Of course, I know, one ca-se
I almost went jail ,becallse I was the sma l l.es t of the whol.e group, ]lUJ1.
They used to have neighbors WI10 had. a whole line of chicken coops, you.
know,
I was the sma l.Les t an.d I can go th.roughthose chi.cken place easily,
so t hey used to make me. So I di.dn ' t 1<110W.. But I had enough money so
I don't care , l'\Te have store, so we have eggs and everything . So 11e said,
"Oh, go get the eggs that our chicken laid." And t.hey used to exchange
that. They used. to have a Ii ttle Chinese store, see, across where we
usecl ,to live. And they used to exchange -tha t for crack s.eed and the
1i ttle cand.i.cs ,e]l. And you }(110\,y, those days, I th ink you remember , too,
when the crack seed all gone, you even chew the package, eh,
(liN laugh.s)

PM:' Yeah? See, that's the thing. We used to ha.ve the old policeman called
Kinney. rIe' d come, say, "Miyake boy, come here ." I-Ie say, "Why you go '
steal t.he eggs over there?" That.' 5 the exact lines he used. "Why you
go steal the eggs over there?" I say, "I dont kl10W." T say, "That boy
told TIle t.hat ' s his eggs so T went and get the eggs for him and J just
came home." "You no go there, eat rhe crack.seed. wi th t.hem?" ·1 said,
"No. " I said, "~\Thy shoul.d I? 1 have plenty at home my house ." So he
checked with my mother, say, "Yeah~" He came back and after t.ha.t- -my
.mother used to make me have, you k110\v, after I UIICh I have to sleep, you
see. Siesta. Well, these boys would go and I dont know what they do,
see. '1110SeA11Chl.l boys and all t.hat Fi1 ip.ino kids around tllere, see.
And s i nce , as I told you, I was the smal.Les t of all, so I can go through
those t.h i ng and get the eggs everything. So from t.hen , I never did this.
And I used to be considered the big shot because I have the store, eh .
They want candy , they want to ask me, so when I tell t.hem to do, they'11
do it,. see, . for me. Anyt.hi ng , see. "Ve used to have lots of fun, And.
many of t.he th ing , as I told you, we have been pl ay.ing , \VJ1at do you call
t.ha t ? Ilo rsc-back .r.id.i.ng? WIlen you h i gh and you pull each other; knock
each othcr clown. Ye.ah, we used to have lots of fun with that. Later on,
as 1 told you, some of the fun I used to get is wait for the neighbor
I?ortllguese lady to cook those Portuguese', bread in rhat bi g oven. Yeah ,
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And every Saturday, she'd call us. "Come, come ~ Everything all ready."
So we go over t.hcrc , and since we had butter, see, I used. to take the
quartor pound butter, cut 'em up, soak it in between the. bread and just
.Iomi the whol e thing and get its, that soaks into the 110t (bread). We
used to eat ·that thing. Oh, those Portuguese bread used to' be good.
111at used to be once a week treat. Because Por tuguese used' to eat- -wcl l , later on , you know yoursel.f , Hawaii is the most rice eating state
r igh t now, e}17'
HN:

Yeah,

PM:

Even fhe haol.es and even the Filipinos eat heck of a lot of rice, too.
Even \Japanese-:- I think more rice conscious than anyt.h.ing , because many
of these people who live Hawaii, when th.ey go- ~ -because I suffer, too.
~Vl1el1 I first (went) to the Ma in l.and , boy, ,r suffered.
No rice. But
toda.y I can, because I can go without rice. But people WI10 are rice eaters
ca.nnot (go wi thout suffering).

HN:

'Talking about going to the MainIand , what was that' for?
to the Mainland?

PM:

Orientals.

When you went

WIlen I used to be prcs i.dent of the Hawaii Federation of Teachers, see.
It was for 5 years up to '69, we used to go for convention. Later on,
..hen I became president of this credit uni.on, I L1Se(1 to go, too, see. My
first t r ip W8.. S .in '64. 111at' s when we went to Los Angeles " But lucky it
was a "IT" (.Jupancse] tOWl1 t.he rc so I can eat .Iapanesc food. But you. have
to go to "J" town, see. Fr01TI Sixth Street, from main downtown anyway.
YfJ" t
And "1:T" town was simple
rvthe re , see. Not
over
he re . Maybe we are prejudiced here , but actual.Iy , all nationality food,
. Hawaii has the best, because they make it acco rdingl y to the nationality
group. But rhe Mainl.and , they make the taste, all the people of the
Ma.inl and. You go to Ja.pan, same thing. Chinese food taste more shoy!:!' .
than anything else because they make it to the taste of the Japanese. But
here, no. Different. Mainland, too. Mai.nland Chi.nese restaurants, you
kn.ow, foods are d.i f fer-ent . Unless you know somebody who is Chinese and
speak Chinese , t hen they get genuine Chinese food. Otherwise you get that
half-way American Chinese, I think you call it, yeah.
o w n .

o v e

c o m p a r e d

i t o

fvl(lybe we can go into some of your j obs , like th.is, so.

I-IN:

Okay.

B1:

I worked in Kawailoa Plantation and we used to hoe hana which is you call
it cutting grass, hull. Pa id hOWITIlICh, now? \\Tas i-t-t11at time when we were
pa.i d only fifty cents a day'? Yeah, fifty cents. Up to 75¢ a day. SO,
)T01.1 can see, YOllY Iunch , YOlIY candy', and your mother's get ti ng up and all
that. And you f i gurc t hc cost of your- - -washi.ng YOlII' clothes that won't be
enough, because it cost mo rc than that , Even at that t irne . So, the only
t.hi ng is t.hey had to keel) yourself in Li ne . W1len I say in. line, out of
mischi e f . 'l'hat 's the mai.n th ing rhe parents were happy about . That you
arc under SOIne supervision and doing some good, because that part of
educat i.on , too. Because then you .Learn the value of money,
j

I-IN:

When was this?

And how old (were you)?
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Rvl:

Well, that was high schoo l d.ays, so way back. I would figure before
h.i gh .... 50 back in about 1923, '24, I t.h.ink , it is" Then , went to
McKinley. Then I went to pineapple work. Used to pick pineapple, cut
grass, and, in fac t, we used to contract planting pineapple. You know
how they plant t.hose t.hings , eli. First, you call the top, you ki10W, '
the p ineapp l.e tops we used to plant. And the suckers and all that.
Slips, alJ l.mder contract. Thepinboy is the worst job. Because the
o the r glly j u.st put.s the pill and you had to pull the wirestra.ight, tight,
and you, required to plant so 'many 'slips or whatever it is, see. Then,
by t.he timc they're t.hrough , you had to be up' there wai ting , get in
t~J~~~?y?~'~(~~eCl~Y~()!flQ~~t:2,tll~nextone,
So _that was a . real job',
because you work -from 'about 6: 30 to about 4: 30 in. the evening.

HN:

What was the pay, then, pine fields?

PM:

Well, they used to pay us by boxes, see.
cheap, though, very cheap, I know.

HN:

And. that was all going in the field and carrying the pineappl.e?

FM:

Yeah. You picked the pineapple, you put 'em in the bag, you walk down,
and ·you chop ,the top off and you have to put it in the box. That's all
the i r cont.ract . A_II by yourself. You had your individual contract .
Because sometime we' used to have goodcontra.cts, see. Where we'd have
six of us get t.oge'ther and out of that, four will pick and two will cut
them and box the t.hing . If he ' slate, well, we used, to help each ether',
Then later on, when I came back, they hired me.. lVaiallla Plantation
hired lTIC for $75. Havi.ng about four or five g roups , see, under me.
'Those days" 'mostly, t.hat group was just 110e hana, t.ha t cutting weeds.
1'he11 I had a group. Fertilizing with .my three groups. You just do
fertili.zing. And all handTer t i.liz ing . They carry the fertilizer and.
we had one person who was a feeder. He spreads the' fertilizer allover
the mul es 'and he has to be there on time for the boys get that, because
that's all under cont ract , see , So, those days, we either contract by ,
the acreage or by the bags. Cause that has to go together. If you make
too much , they'll cut you clown. (Chuckles) So, we're pretty smart in
staying right 011 the levels where we can 1(CC1) all mak ing , So, sometimes,
J. s ay , '''()kclY, boys, you make good." I said.. So we're .ncar some stores.
Hal emano Store or somcth.ing , near KOgel Store I i ke that, I send one boy
and get a case of sdda water~ You know, those days, one dollar a c~se,
eh. So, I treat t hem. But usual'] y, whenyou LIS ed to 'work plantation .....
t hi s is rhe fun part of .i t , 1)eC3l1Se, you know, eating is an important'
t.hing , yeah , Lunch time. Have fun. So they 'used to assign each boy--hcre ' s the Kore311 boys ,then, wel l , "You bri.ng }<:i!.T! ~11~_~ or !_~i- goo."
And one boy', that Yoshikawa boy, Kikawa boy. I t.hi nk you rlon ' t r'emember .
He ' s t.he fish man one. His father is f i shcrman , so we used, to tell "em
bring .f i sh , He used to bring f i sh, Every day. That ' s h.is job. One boy
brings only, tsukemono. But my job was to', I don't know why they. give me,
but', you know, ch.i r ime .ir iko , that small little iriko stuff, I had to make
with shoyu and salt. That toUgh,yOll know. 111enImake, 'em during the
n i.gh t before 'and bring 'em. Or else th.at kimpira gobo, used that burdock .
Slice that .and cook 'it up. Yeah, they used to love that. Of course,
Tom Lee used to bring nothing but kim chee_ every time . And the other Lee

I forgot; what the box were .....
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boy, b rothers -uscd to bring tcii goo. That's costly because that codfish ,
eh . You know , it's p reparccl Korean style. But everytime used to change
around, so we. used to have qui te a fun having Iunch , And sometime we'd
cont ract early. We'd get through contracting. We do the weeding, then
that goes. to---cllready rheywere work side. Iwatched·very c Iose ly .
See, I say, "Okay, boys, we can finish this certain time. . "Ve have
about two or three hours we can go day work ;' And we used to make money,
that is. \Vell, later on, t.hen t.he pineapple .offered me hu.ndred fifty
dollars. Naturally I'll go with the hundred fifty a month. First part,
1 took care a gang, picking pineapples', weeding.
Scmet imes , we used to
xo. down to get tha tpinea.ppletop.readyforplanting. Then you slip
that bad part and get ready. I t.h ink they used to pay about penny- - -ah,
no, a meal, I th.ink. One meal for one, I think. Later on, and they so
much , I think what went better, see. A hundredd be so much, see~ Then
I 11 ad. a group. I had t.hree t.eache rs under 'me, and I had six lunas, I
th.ink, I guess. And I used to divide them a.II over theplace-.- That.' s
110t a good. job, because t.hen you. have to separate the boys, eh, And like
you, too, you d011' t work w.ith your friend., you.' re not goi.ng to work. See"
So we used. to try to put boys as much as we x.an , cleliver them in the
morrring , pick them wi.th the same t ruck , Deliver with the same truck, so,
t.heyt d be happy. So, that's a toughest thing .to do is trying to arrange
so tha t theyd be happy. Then they can work for you, And make money for
t.he company and for yourself, see. The lunas and the teachers don't care,
because the group is given to them, so they do their day' 5 work, t.hey get
paid. For that j6b, I think, I used to get little more. $75 more than
before. But that $75 I really worked, because after work, the teachers
would go horne. You know what I mean? 1. had. to go and. check the field,
eh, Because you under contract. So, you had to make that- - - if your
group is rnak ing not too 'much money today, I'd figure next day, yOllget a
better place so your group would make much more money. As far as
weeding concerned, and then ... picking pineapple, too, see. All that.
Slip, because most time, slip, picking. It's day work, see.
·HN:
PM:

Those days had bonus and stuff like that?
Well, wi th contra.ct, you got bonus, because, WIlen you pick pineapple,
all the waiting t imc , you charge that to day work, see. So the boys
used. to go and change one truckload. as fast as they can, because they
. know that this the t ruck that going. (Chuckl os } So that at that t ime ,
t hey can sit down, or they can go ahead and pick, see. So, next time
when t he t ruck and 'the Loading machi.ne comes, they jus t load the thing
and. fin.ish LIp and then go ahead pick all, anc1 then have "ern ready. All
t.he pineapples ~ And just load it so, all that wai ting time is day work,
see ~ BU.t t.hey ' re smar t enough to pick ahead. so t.hey can make more money,
Onl y vth i.ng , as I said, if you make too much , they cut the pr i ce down, so
)TOU had to pl.ace 'em.
Very smart, very smar t game all the way , so the
boys do make money. The person who's in charge, tlle overseer over thcre ,
the Hawai ian way, they call luna. See, 1W1a.S, they have to be very smart .
Thcy t re the ones that the key- for the boys. So if you get a smart luna,
rhe boys will make money. Wi th that, you had to get the boys who do work
together, who cooperate. Get one spoil apple in th.ere andyou only ....
but t.hcy uscd rto weed t.hem out , though, They th.emselyes weed ' em out.
Say, "We don't want so and so because he's too slow. He l s not doing the
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work. " Now days, you know, work is hard to get, eh. But those days,
p l.ent.i ful. As long as you want to work. Because I never had an
experience working cannery yet. But out in the fields,. I had plenty.
Be ing a worker myself, so you can just about understand how much you
can PlISh with the boys. So', usually, 'J figure out for them. I say ..
"Okay, today we can make it so much. So let's go. Because otherwise
I tell the. bosses, the overseers that come around, you CaThlot make
contract here. 'You cannot. He said, "WIlY?" And I showed them, see,
because some of t.hat , well, t.he ones are hard to get. You know, they
all pile up and the pineapples on i t and you have to SIOW~?\\TTl.X~l1'11ad
to. ~011 JUSt s-kin t.he thing you can go skimming fast. But, at least,
fifty percent or more, you'rre igoi.ng to leave back. Then, who's going
to get 'the hellabaloo? The Lunas going to get it. The boys don't care.
They just go, go, go, t.hat ' saIl, because , see, it's acres plus number of
carloads you make, see. Before, acres only. They used to cover acreage.
They know how to get you, don't worry. So work is work. You really
work for your money.
HN:

Okay.

Maybe some of your teaching exper.i ences ?

PM:

Well, teaching is regular., of course. I started from Milolii one room
school, eh, where 'you' re pr incipal to the janitor. And when Iwerit
th.ere, t.he Hawaiians know Hawai i.an , period. Hard ly speaking English.
People around are ·very few. So, instead of I try to teach the English,
I had to learn Hawa i i an myse l f. Then. t each them. And being ..... well ....
in a r-emo te pl ace , they're not so akanlai like the rest. Happy go lucky.
Like the Utopian people. So they jus t live. I don't know whether th.ey
eat to live 'or live to eat. I dont know what you call them. Tc.rne ,
t.hey live like a Utopian life; Just take what comes the day. So, they
have enough po i , TI1e only thing they need is f'i sh , huh. Salt, that t s
about all. Sathey just fish and .P!2i.. I taught them one year. My name
is Francis, ell., so they thought I was a gi r I, so they put. me to Hanapepe.
No, not Hanapepe ..... Han.apepe is somepl.ace , Kauai. Anywa.y, one of the .
schools in Kona where all~ ..

I-IN :

Konawae...

fM:

No. That lower school. I forgot. Anyway, t.hey put me over th.ere. All
worn.en there. So, they.say, "011, we can't have you here ." So they transferred me in' Konawaena School , see. And there,' of course, I stayed there
f rom about '29 to '33. Yes, see. And then I transferred out here. I
enj oyed, because one thing Milolii, I was happy, because I'd. go out with
these f i sherrnen Ti shing , sec. Row boat and. hoihoi where you really have
to row the boat all the way. And we used to lay those oPcilU nets. Night
time f i shing , because over t.he ro f i sh was plentiful. No oubt about it.
Fish was p Lent.Lful . You can eat f i sh three t i mes a cia)! and you can eat
t.hc fish whol e n i.ght. t hrough , because-you can get all the fish you want .
And th.e QBih.is were big. They're not. t.hose tiny Li ttle rhi.ng tha t you
find t.oday , They all dollar size and IIp. Yeah, IfIll telling you. Well,
I say when I went to Konawaena, then I got into sports, t.oo , eh. I-Ielping
boys' over t hcre . Organize sports. Basebal L. Play myself. Has-been
and'still playing that. I help coach the barefoot over there. Played
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barefoot, too, see. Mr, Inaba and myself. Minoru Inaba, lie was a
representative from K011a, see. West Ilawa i i fora wh i l c. And 1 thi nk
last session he was, too. We used to go to Ka.'u, Kohal.a , play football
on the fields. Those days, all transportation is ours,' you know. We
pay our own way. But, that's when the conmini ty start gettin.g .more
sport-min.decl.. Because otherwise, the s imp.l e games they play over
there. Softball and basketball, of course. ~Ve had to buy a basketball
court with j us t a roof , and the side" That ts about all. But th i s
fellows W3.S very smart. 'f-Ie got that first and he got the walls and
bIcachcrs , a.11 " f-Ie was smart" .As I told you, very few vanda l i sm those
d,ays,e11.f because-rhey-know theycan get a place to play" The·Ytailget
things to play, because I was one summer recreation d i rector fay
Kalla section. My job was to get 'all the program ready and I h.ad one,
two, three, six d.if'fererrt places' From Ololoa down to south Kona , see.
Wl1at I mean is Kealakekua and Captain Cook, a l.I tha t , We had different
places. Yeah , good, because I got wha t? I was paid hundred fifty
dollars. My second assistant was paid hundred dollars. The rest get
$75, but their time is shor t . One group would c.ome from nine to
twel ve , eh , One to f.ive . So , you figure, as far .as pay concern, they
are paid pret ty good, because you know , nine to twelve, you know how.......
Three hours , and the other one comes from one to f i.ve , Two 0' clock.
Not one 0' clock. Two 0' clock. They allowed us two hours because isome
of them come from way up the hi Ll.s , see. So t.hey give 'em t irne to come
in. Corne clown to. play and t.hen five o'clock, they send 'em home ,
because SOlTIC of them take about half an hour to almost all hour to go
home.. Because t.he re ' s no such th i ng 'then a.s automobile. They had. to
all either donkey or their foot-·mobile. Tha t ' s th.e tran.sportation in
Kona , you k110W, most of t.he time. Even when we want to go piaces, we
useel to wa l k unt i I we met one guy WI10 was a car salesman. I-Ie used to
corne around and take us. I twas real I)! lucky we were havi.ng , because
we set certain ni glrts for our recreation n i.ghts , and we kept together .
~Ve used. to play cards.
Mahjong and so for th. The wi.nner's don't do
anything. The losing two'pairs got treat supper and show together.. BItt
t.hat t s not too much, because all put together, maybe cost dollar a
person. Wi th 'the supper and the S}10W" So, you figure, about fifty cents,
ch , food, Food. was 75¢. But, of course , you need a little TI10re money
than a dol l.ar , The show was how 111l1C}1 "vas those days ? Fifty or seventyfive cent s , we used to go in. Food , was, .for a dollar, you can eat
pretty good.. So, i l l spite of--wc saicl--remote corner those d.ays, we used
to· have our fun. And the only t.hi ng 'we hes i tate (lui te a. b i t was to go
to billiard shops, you know, billjard parlors, because they're considered
g roup of t.eachers . Some, you know, out of the ordinary laborer group,
theyfigllre that when you go around th.at place, you cheapen yourself.
I don't know why. But they looked IIp. As teachers, they think you peopLe
are a step or t.hrce step higher than ordinary laborers, you know" But
toward the end, th.ey got used. to wi fh US, because we used to rnix wi th
them. At first, they refused to talk to us, you know. Because they
think we're different peopl e entirely. We say, "No, 110 .. The only thing
we have little more education than you people, that's about all. n One
of them I me t , 11e had college education. 1-1e still is a bum. I said,
"Wlla.t's the' matter with you?" I said, "Heck, you got more education than
I do. You have four years education, we have only two year at university
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level," I said. "From now," I said, "I got to go back to Oahu and do
my s tudy ing ,' But he loved farming, so he quit the other j ob , eh.
A11d he was qui te successful as a farmer. Coffee. Mlen I say cof'fee ,
co f fee ra.i.s ing, you see. That's about all I got to say.·
HN:

Noth.ing about Kawailoa and· Waialua?

~l1:

Well, Kawailoa, when I went there , oh , t.hat t s only three room school
there. So, Mr , Awai used to teach the sixth grade. The first, second.
and' third (grades), I think,'. Mrs. Kawashima had, I think I had the
fourth-and-Ei.Eth. Or"didIhavethirdafidf6Utth? 1 forgo t , Anyway,
we had a rnixedgroup. Then, I carne to Waialua School, as I told you
in 1937 tInder.Miss Rankin unt i I I retired, see. In '69" So, I don't
know how fast, but forty years and ten months went by pretty fast.
Waialua School, we used to have the JPOs, eh. I think I was their
advisor for about, 27 years, I t.hi.nk ~ Maybe rnorc , I forgo t ..

HN:

What was your inspiration on teaching school?

PM:

I like kids.. I think they used to like me, too. I usedrto be pretty
strict, because many of them told me that . That's the part. They used
to hat.e me. As a teacher. They said, "Chee, someday I'm going to grow
big and I'm go ing to punch youand give you licking."

. (HN chuckles)
FIv1:

Because I met couple of t.hem, that type, you. know. Big ones, too.
"You know" those days, when you used to teach us?" They say, "Oh , we used
to hate you, 'but,
hey say, '''tllanks a lot. lNhat I am today, I am today
because of YOll." Well, I say, "No, because of yourself.. You put yourself to study'. I made you s tudy , I guided you'., That's about all."
And the funny part is this, see. I used to be very strict in school.
Aft.ernoon , t.hey us ed to come hang around , you know. "Mr: Miyake, we go
place. Take us this place . " And. I used to take them, see. vVe used to go
f i shing , like that. They used to enjoy it. I used to enjoy it. I went
i nt.o teaching, because I like kids. 'In. plain language. I dont iknow
WIlY, but I'd. love t.hcm. That.' S 'the reason I didn't go to high school
level.. I want t.ha t age.. A11d that level. They seem to be more honest
with you. And Japanee call.moEkinode. Innocent, III plain language,
yeah. They love the school , they love t.he.i r fellow studerrts , I'm qui te
sure. I think you're in the same situation, ell .

HN:

Go school just to see all your friends .

FIv1:

Yeah, Because I t.h.ink e l ement.ary school, most of that is because you
want to go see your friend J innny OT whoever it is, ell. Yeah. In fact,
I had palsy-walsy those days, you know. You don ' t see that today, they
arm iI1 ann in going places' or ....... I guess it's more compet.i tive world.
Competition is keener. Or their interest differs. Because elementary,
they have one simple interest. Play together, have a happy day, happy
schoo l day~ And have . (a' good time) after school. That's' about all.

END OF INfER\lIE\V
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ORAL HISTORY IN1'ER,rIEW
with
Fran.cis Miyake

(H~1)

Augus t 26, 1976

Waialua,
BY:

HN:

... August 26, 1976.

Haw~jj

Howard Nonaka (HN)

Can you compare your elementary

day~

to that of

your chiIdren?

FM:

Well, as far, as education is concerned, it's a t.hrce R's definitely.
Read, wri.ti.ng , and nead ing . Either you learn or you' reforced to
learn because no way that you want; to learn that. YOll must learn,
because in those, as I satd many times that you got to, learn, period.
Because you get .i.t vbc th ways. In school and at home. And as far
as children's life is open, because after school, you. open to life,
you can d.oanything you want. You. have your own fun because you have to
create your 0W11 happiness and fun after schoo l , But the thing we
use to <10 was clean fun.
Some of the things, a.s I said before,
we do it today, I t h.ink those kids are going in jail. But our day
was pLa in fun, you know. '\Ale did i t because was clean fun, you know.
No such thing as o ther recreation like today. TV and movies because
movies we' usedrto see were silent. As I told you, once a week (Tape garbled)

HN:

How long was school day?

H·1:

School was regular. Regu lar , 8 o'clock till 2:30.
all the teachers, everybody could go home.

I-IN :

How about Lunch?

~l,'l:

HN:

2:30,

'you

know,

You have lunch. You haw-one recess :in the morning , 15 minutes.
IJllIICh, halfan hour .
Then you had YOllY recreation per.i od , is
, there ill the mo rn.ing or in the afternoon, depends on, t.hc teacher.
If you are a bad group of ch i Idrcn , you miss that. Definitely.
Because it's like home , too. At homc, YOlI do YOllT chores, You're
rewarded wi t.h candy , what the parents can af ford, you see. A11d
wcekcnds , if you were nice and if you did your chores properly,
you got tell cents to go to t.hemovi c s and a few candies . As I told
)TOU, we go wi th Lante rns wi th a group and come back.
In those days,
there \\1a5 a curfew, but if you go to-the movi os and come back, you
cannot sidestep anything , see, and do things you WCTe not supposed
t.o , Otherwise the po l i cemen were very nice about it. They were
cooperative. I guess ,more or less they know who the good ones and who
the bad ones.
Okay, going back to strictness ,. what do you remember (about) getting
d i scip line for?
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PM:

Di scip l.i.nary for readings, spelling, writing, everything.

HN: .And how were they disciplined?
FM:

Well, you don't do it, you get spanking with a ruler,. yardstick and
so forth. I know when you use to miss spelling words, you get on
the knuckles, on the fingers for every'word you miss. Even your
elbow joints, you get it, too. So I don't think it's not like the
modern method of t.each.ing.. Strict. But we learned, though. Because
of that you learn. But some of 'the thing I don't like because, for
il1st_allCe_,.. .when . you.. got.. . .in.rthe.h.i.ghe r . grades,.·····s·ixth···-grade,·we.·····have
to know all the states and all the capitals and the main products.
'As wortllles s today. You don't need that today. Tha t 's about
all.

HN :

Okay. lA/ere you satisfied with your children' selementary and intennediate
education?
-,

FM:

No. I'm happy because now I realize that through their hard work,
you don't blame them forcing education upon you because I appreciate
it. That's the reason why I'm here where I am today. Otherwise,
, I think I' d be one of those dropouts. You know, doing nothing.

HN:

Do you remember' if .allY of your friends dropped out?

PM:

Mhm.

The only thing that we notice is when you went from
Come to McKinle'ybecause I told you,
ell, McKinley. was t.he only llighschool. The public high school didn't
come ill.

Very few,

el.ernent.ary into high school.

HN:

Was there all entrance exam for McKinley?

FM:

I don't remember.

HN:

How many friends from llaleiwa-Waialua?

FM:

lVell, I t hi.nk out of 'the thirty, forty gracluates llere, I think only
a handful, about one dozen came, too.

HN:

111at was your graduating class in intennediate?

PM:

Mhm. Friencls and all, I think, we had about thirty or forty. 'Maybe
less than because we were separate class, outside ·on the veranda,
because :we all good boys. Giving the teacher problems so we were

Because I think we're considered the top group.

Thirty or forty?

all left outside. Separate from the rest Until we were all put together,
yeah, I think they had then very few because I think out of a dozen
who came to town; of course some WC:'Jlt to Mid Pacific, about four to
to Mid Pacific, a.bout six to McKinley and some of them to business
colleges. So maybe all in all, twelve to about twen ty , As far as
~1c.Kinley is
concerned, five of us, I think---only t.hree , I think
went through. Two fellow dropped out. Couldn't make the grade.
I-IN:

~Vl1at

did you wear at McKinley?

Was there any speci.a.l dress'?
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Rvl:

rvlcKinley,

HN:

Okay.

PM:

Well, i l l those early da.ys, had knec-high pants,. eh. lVith long
socks and. shoes. And shifts ...

HN:

Wnat kind of shoes?

PM:

Well, regular walking shoes.

FIN:

Tenni.s 1

FrvI:

Tenni s sneakers; t.hose days. And when you wear those t.h ings , you're
high class thos e days. Of course when you join ROTC, you wear your
ROTC uniform. From sophomore year we are Lucky because th.e fact
.is we have ROTC so 'you don 1 t have to buy so many c Io thes .

I-IN:

What about shirts?

FM:

Shirts? No such thing aloha shirt those days but they have printed
type shirts. Solid kind.

HN:

T,-shirts?_

1M:

Some T·, shirts ,. some regular shi rt.s . But not all this aloha shirt
type fancy ones, see. But of course, the printed, you know, on solid
colors.

f-IN:

What abou. t.eacher s, what did they wear?

PM:

Oh, teachers were old fashioned . High' neck , .crew neck, Long , long
shirts and so. forth, or the full dress. And then they don.' t have
fancy things on their ears or fancy rings. Was simple. Because when
you went to 'teach ,the same thing.

]10

special.

So what did you wear on a typical day?

What kind of shirts?

I-IN:' WJ13.t was that, more men teache-rs or ...
FM:

Well, Mck.in ley , I had men and

I1N:

And did you. notice which national i ty? .

Frvl:

Well, Caucas i ans .

HN:

Do you have any f'r i ends that dropped out of McKinley?

F.M:

Well, our class is so big

HN:

If so, what was the reason?

PM:

You see, MoKm ley is different from the rest. Being the only public
schoo l , they let you know in freshmen year already, sophomore, junior
they tell you to qui t , go to some other schools, definitely.

I-IN:

So they told. you to qui t?

e

WOTIlen ..

I think t.hree on ly ,
No enough money?

PM:

Yeah. If you didn't' make the grade they tell you to go to some other
school..

HN:

What was cons idered the grade?

FM:

Well, C- pass i ng grade. They pass you with C. 'But D, they give you,
a notice, anyway, to come up to C. lVith D they make you go through
schoo l but, you know, on a low level. TIley try to tell you.
D thcy don ' t tell you get out. But they 'say, "How about making the
grade a '1 j ttle higher," because they want to keep Mc,Kinley standards
h i gh , And t hey-r-eal ly l<:eptM<:I<inley standards high in those days .
Ei they you study or else.

HN:

So

Hvf:

All ~epends on the class. Usually we start 8 o'clock and you get
t.hrough school at 2: 30, see. All depends on the courses because you
have some class where you cai do library work, you ,know. Open periods.
That was freshman year. We take five courses so five periods
s t rai ght, ell. 8 o'clock. 8 to 9, so for th down the line and lU11Ch
period, ha l f an hour and you go back to. class.

ill~:

I,l111C}1

1~:

No, you buy. Those days was cheap. 25¢ Iunches . Someof them
brought their'own lunch. But they didn't allow us to go back to the
dormitory, eat and come back. Strictly, once you get in school,
you stay there, period.

HN:

Okay, so can you tell me more about Okumura Home?
in there?

PM·

Okumllra Home , you apply.

lIN:

On what standards ?

1M:

I don't know wha t s t.andards becaus e I was a t my uncI e 's place in
Waikiki and later OTl we app l ied , we accepted. 111cy don't
cons.ider what re ligion as long as ... but then you going to Christiani ty
then. YOlI go to church evenings, you know, Saturday sermons .

IJN:

They didn't ac tualIy baptize )1011?

fM:

No . I f you want to be bapti zed the re , t.hey try to get you be
bapti zcd and, of course, evening meetings at 7 0' clock to 7: 30, I
t.h i nk was.

fIN:

Every night? '

PM:

Oh, yeah , every even i.ng , You must schedule that. You have supper
at 4 o'clock. S to 6 and they figure that 6 to 7 free period so
that you e i ther do recreati on work, do some studies, do whatever

110W

many 110ursyou study a day?

is provided by the school?

How did you get

And they accept you.

chores you have . Some people have chores.
That t s the reason why i twas $17.

See, you c l eanrthe yard.
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fiN:

WI10 was :i t roo by?

fI',1:

Horne? By Reverend Okumura, Takeo Okumura.
He was one of the
lead.ing Christian minister in Japanese, as far as .Iapanee is concerned.
I think, he was getting help from lVestervelt, Dillingham and Castle.
That's the reason why he can go down to $17 a month.

HN:

How b.ig was 'the home?

PM:

About sixty students.

liN:

IrememberycrClsaying

PM:

Girls at Kinau. They about twenty to twenty-three t.here . They
were near to the old Makiki Church - - -present.LyMaki.k i Church down
here , in front of l\1cKinley High School.

HN:

Did. you eat t.oget.her at all?

FM:

No. Only once a week, on Sundays. As I told you, we had that
sukiyaki. At that time, I think,Mid Pacific students were invited,
too, to please come down and have lunch with us on Stmdays.

HN:

At that t.ime, how much did you get allowance?

rM:

Well, allowance, see anything big, you have to leave with,down ....
you. allowed. to keep on.ly one dollar. I don't kl10W whether d.ollar
a mont h or dollar a week. I forgot. Anything over and above , you
ask Reverend' Okumura , his wife or whoever'-keep ing that that you'
want. And they record. t.hat for you, because your parents put in so
much. for YOlIY spend.ing money. So if you want to go to baseba.l l ,
a few other entertail1lllellts, something like that ,you ask. Anything
extra. you want to buy then you ask. Cause hard to get from our' homes,
eh. Some of~hem from ·the other islands, too. Hawaii, Maui, Kauai.
And we Fromt.he rural district of Oahu.

HN:

Okay , what about go ing home on weekends?

J-.M:

Usually what they want is once in t.wo weeks , But if you have reasons
to visit or somcth.ing like t hat , the parents call. Then you can
go home. And then if you have relatives in town, you carl tell them
and they make sure you t.e l Li ng the truth. They have to verify and
call in you see, that you wanted to spend the weekend.

fIN:

At that time, when you went home,

OkLlTI1Ura

r1vl: ·1'a.xi.

they were

Five dollars one way.

boys and girls, eh.

110W

did you go horne?

Taxi fare was five dollars.

HN:

The re was no train going back?

FM:

'I'rain, but too late for us , Train was very bad because wrong time
t.hcy go in. ' See, you can't make that schedule. The train.

I-IN:

Oka.y, what was the racial make-up ill Okumura?
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FM:

Well, Oku.ITIUra, t.hey had the e.l.omcn tary di.vi s ion , the intennediate,
h i gh schoo l and un i versi ty students. UH students have upstairs,
yeah. Hi gh school was down but the University was ups tai.rs ,

HN :

Bllt what was the racial?

\ FM:

Was all Japanese

or....

All Japanese.

HN:

Wllat about in McKinley?

Was all Japanese?

PM:

I won't say strictly Japanese.

HN:

You es t imate about break up ....

Orientals.

PM:
HN:

Fifty-fifty?

FM:

Mm.

HN:

.Japanese more?

FM:

No, I say Orientals. It's hard to say so many .Japanese , cause they
we're the majority Ch inese and Japanese. 'Very few Korean but.
But monopoly sha.ll we say that word if I may use it, Chinese and
Japanese.

HN:

Call you describe your dormitory room?

fM:

About four by ten I think ..

I-IN':

What was in it?

PM:

Well, you have one of those old time spring beds, eh. So you have
bed , a path, of maybe two and a hal f feet, I think. Enough to wal.k
back and for th , Two people cannot. go t.hrough , You have bed on
both side and r i gh t by the window, you have a study table. About
this size, I think ...

Maybe sixty-forty, I think.

Something like "t.hat .

fiN: . One study table?

I-i1v1:

Yeah, usually what we do, we push it so t.hat I study one end, he
stu.dies one end. And have wi.ndow about same size. Enough for regular
size can lie, you know. Sliding windows and .one light, hanging lights
t.ha t you can, you know.... not one of those fancy lights that they
have today.

HN:

How

FM:

Mn. I t.hink was 12 downst.a i rs , 12 ups ta.i rs and the other side was
open donn. We use to stay in open dorms since the beginning. Big
like rh i s where you have beds on both sides. To study, they go downstairs
dining room, those people. Like us, when we go to McKinley, intennediate
kids and ch i l drcn , they have downstairs. They use .to t.each us Japanese
over there, too. At first when I went t.here , we learned Japanese
until I went to, that sho_gakko in Nuuanu.
.

big is t.he dorrni to ry complex?
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HN:

WhY' do you think they taught you Japanese?

PM:

Well,. he thought that we should know Japanese. And. at that time,
many of t.hese peopIe were Japanese consci.ous , They figure that
you should know your mother language. Tha.t 's why. And I think I 'm
glad that we did that because tcxlaythat' s the reason WIlY I can
spea.k. I can hardly read, but, now I forgot. Before when I use to
go to sh6gakk6 Hawaii school, I can read and write, eh. Because when
I came from country, we were strictly Ja.panese and we were far advance
than most of 'these children are attending Hawaii shogakko , you know.

AN:

There were many Japanese schools in the cOillltry?

PM:

Oh yeah, Waialua we used to go. We started at Tai sho school and
we had another one, ~ee. Sathe books we were using was far advanced
when we came to town. So when. we took the exam in town, was so easy
for lIS. So they were surprised the type of books we were learn.ing.
And we lise to learn call the kanji which was strictly Chinese language, .
you know. We had to read and..wri to . We had. to j ump back and forth
to read correctly in .Japanese . Like Chinese , it was straight down
the .line. Get two different way of reading but I think as fat as
I'm concerned, I don't care what people say. You should know your
·rnotJler Language, You get these Korean boys, Chinese boys , Filipino
boys ,WIle!l t.hey get together, t hey speak their own Language. I think
.Iapanese only 011<: t.ry to be AInericanized. But many' of them are sorry
now though. I think you one of them, too, eh. Even my nephews
and so forth. Their sons. But luckily ill our fami Iy , we all can
at least speak and understand .Japanese . But the read and write--of course I watch TV now days and I often try to read the hard Japanese
names which I'm pretty good yet. And she tells me so 1 must be
pretty good. ("She" refers to his wife.)

HN:

What did you have at the dorrni tory?

F1vl:

The only library you have is Bible and a few other things.
we want to, we had. to go to the regular library.

tIN:

State library?

FM:

Yeah, the present library. Or 'we usc to go school. Whatever school
we go.ing we use to use Saturday for that . Evenin.gs, we not allowed
to get out of the house. So if you want to do anyth ing , extra work,
you bring t.he books home from t.he school and borrow. But mostly
had too many Jiomewcrks . You can get 110 time to look for reference.
Reference got to do on weekends. Amount of work that was p iIcd
on us, my gosh. We really worked.

Library?
When

HN: . Wha.t subjects in .class?
FM:

Well. I 'Ill not so hot in math . So that's the hardest part for me.
If yOll know math , eventually chemistry and. phys i cs will be easiest.
Because same process. So I figure math was my toughest subject.
I made an average of B so .... (Laughs)

HN:

Okay ,

McKinley they taught you chemistry' and phys ics like that already?
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FM::

We started general science, biology, chemi.s t.ry , physics,
r i.ght on. McKinley's one place they t.aught you everything. And then
of course, last time we had a reunion, you requires so many and
so forth .and so forth.

Oh, yeah .

(Tape gets stopped)
'F}T1:

, •• Eng li sh, I t.hink was four years history, two years science,
three years Ianguage . It a.11 depends where you like to go. Like
rhe Normal School , eh, it's a different story entirely
It's a
ent ire ly d,ifferentballganle. Many of . the things are foo li.sh, I
t.h ink last .irrterv i cw- - -we had when' they ask me what should be taught,
I sai d let the un ivers i ty entry s tudents to take typing and shorthand
50 they can take the notes in the lecture, go home, and type it
allover. The only people who can take those two ·subjects were the
corrnnercial students I t.hi nk . So we wan ted the other way around ,
to allow rhcm , I don't know if (1'ape garbled). I don ' t know.
Some, t.hey can take, I know.
.
co

HN:

WJlen you graduated from McKinley, was there a big ceremony or what?
How was graduation?

PM:

You go to baccalaureate and all t.hat , all the necessary ....

tIN:

Wh.ere was this at?'

l~NI:

The fi rs t service was, I think, at Kawai.hao Church. And then
graduat.ion ,we went to Central Urri 011 Church, I t.h ink , No fan.cy
s tuf'f , Then tJley call it Junior, Senior Dance and all those rhi.ngs .
Thoscriays they had WaikikiAmusenlent Par1(. And t.ha;' 5 where we
had ours. They hacl a. big place whe re they had this, well, I don't

know. It's not a regular walled-in thing. It's open, You have just
a roof and open, see. They said come in to meetings and that's about
all. And those days, no such fancy t rans i t transportation. You
take a stYeetcar~ that's about all.
I-IN:

St.rcot.ca.rs ?

I1v1:

Yeah. Because tJ10SC clays I had fivo d.ol1ars because t.he fr i end who
went with me, I bought for her .:le~_ a11'(1 we had somethin.g to eat around
there. Come back, you know , late so they close. So the only t.hi ng
you have is saimin stands and t hosc things; they PlISh -cart saimin
stands. .Aftcl~----fTl-at, took he r home and when T came back to -OkllTIlllra
Homc , I still had $2.50 wi th me. So you canxco 110W cheap. Now
days ,YOll cannot even buy lei for five dollars.

H1'J:

!-IO"~J

PM:

You wear coat, tie and everyt.h ing , Use just regular.
You just don't go open like now days.

lIN:

So a11 the da.te you use- to go out .in , use to be coat and tie?

f}.1:

Yeah.

were you dressed for t.he dance?
Definitely.
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HN:

And where were

some of the night spots that you use to go to?

R'1:

Those days, very little night spots and we didn't know, we didn't care
because Okumrra dormitory, we so secluded. We don" t see those
things. Maybe they had ui ght spots. We don't know. Being student,
you know, we weren't allowed to do those things.. Was strict in those
days. Today college students, they go nice spots and so forth.
Our days pe r.iod, no. Maybe it's because we are not interested 01'
we don't know at all. Or the public do not let us know.

HN:

So

FM:

Cu-rfew was 8 0 'clock . Definitely. Those days was 15 (years old), .
I think and if you 'want to go, you have to have elderly come with
you or wi th a group, see. \Alhen .we use to go to church - - - sec Okumura,
Sunday morning we go to church , evening we go church, And then usual.Iy
we go Wedllesday during the week, too. .And we go in groups, so no
such thing as curfew. We allowed. from the church to Okumura first
from horne to church and back. You allowed only so many minutes. You
have .t·o (be ) back because you have so called check-Ln. And curfew
for us to be bed is 10 0' clock. 'Then downstairs, we use to watch
show, Japanese call chu cho ,(1'apegarbled) anyway. T11en I had to go
with Reverend Okumura to check everybody that they In their raanl
at rhat time. .l\nyway, in and out, even upstairs or downstairs,
t.hey a.II. have to pass my room. My room is r ight where the steps
are. And t.hey have to pass my room. Either way , right or left,
upst.a ir s . I don't know WIlY I was given tha-t kind of job.

lIN:

\\lllat was punr shment if you didn't come back?

FM:

Well, pum shment is usually Reverend will speak wi th yOU. And. then
more or less write a letter to your parents or call them up, see.
And if that happens a little too many t.irnes , well, I won t t say too
many because I think he allowed just once or twice. 'The third' time
you out of the dormi tory. There ;., s so many all t he wai t:iJlg Jist.
WIly? Because $17 is' $17 in those days. And it's somct.h ing that you
don.' t pay outs i.de ~ You p'ay much more. The rcnsonwhy it's that much
is because he has he lp From Ivestcrvclt, Castle,' Dillingh.un. 'That's
the reason why he can come down so much. And ill retUTI1, we do Li t.t.Ie
chores ancl I don ' t think that ' s unfai r because .food we get, more than
what ordinary people can get for that pri.ce ,

fIN:

Okay.

PM:

We 11, you graduate i l l two years as a teacher. In two years, )TOU
become a teacher by taking' all the courses. That required education

what was curfew then?

Describe Normal School.

What was Nonna1 School about?

courses in psychology , philosophy. And every ti me you get lots
of educati.on credi ts. Then the second year- -ei t her the first semester
or t.hc second scmes terv-you go out p ract i.c t.eaching , That's when ...
PM:

Semester?

FM::

Yeah.
see.

Following year, you go already. Ei they first or second. semcst.er ,
You ca.ll it teaching. And then t hey grade you so you come back

156
and take your courses and graduate . Ei ther )TOU make it or you
dont make it. YOlI make it, you. go out in two years 'and teach.
You start at $105 or $110 I think, those days. That was top salary
those days, you know, besides those management and officers and so
forth.
~IN:

Okay , where was the Nonnal School?

fM:

I don't know, It's up the hill. I forget that place, above Punchbowl ,
Near Dole Park. They use to use Dole .Park for .recreation work
because we had a "very small space, and that's about we can play
softbal-l .games, eh .."Evenvthat.was kiridbf dangerous.

HN:

Okay, can we go in.to more what
sociology?

J-.'M:

Lots

HN:

How ma;nycredits to graduate?

fM:

That.' s the thing , I forgot how many credits. Beca.use if you ask me
c red.i ts, I don't know. We did the required credits and ....

,HN:

of education. cred.its.

That grading system.

W;lS

taught?

.Jus t psychology and

I forgot.

How did you get graded?

fM:

Oral presentation, assignments and test. You get ce rt.ain assignments
will C}1 you make a report on. And then about teaching, you have to
teach. the class. You be teacher in front and you ·demonstrate.

HN:

And you teaching elementary kids then?

fM:

Yeah, you teach your own classmate elementary level.

l·IN:

You teach your own classmates?

Fl\1:

T11at time, just for practice. Then you got to actually do it.
And they grade you accordingly, A, B, C, D.

I·IN:

So it's a lot of practical things?

17M:

Yeah.

HN:

\Vas it set up t.he Normal Schoo l , I mean , like exams?

If I 'recall correctly.

lye had exams.
Weekly exams . SOTIle t.eachcrs give us surpri se
test like the University. They just throw you a test. Bingo!
You ass ignedr-er t ai.n pages to read, either you come and report
orally or written rep0rt. All of a sudden, she'll say, "Please close'
your book," and rthen she gives us 'the test.

fM:' Yeah,

!-IN:

How much did Normal School cost?

FM:

As far as money, really big.

We didn't pay.

Only we buy the books.
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Because th.at's state school, ell.
~1cKinley

HN:

How about McKillley t.hen?

wasn't a state school?

PM:

No ·tllition.

HN:

No ·tuition?·

PM:

We paid books and so fort h.

lIN:

Wh.ere were yen staying t h is t ime?

PM:

Also McKinley at the Okumura Dormitory ,

I-IN:

I meant Nannal School.

The cost of one is like laboratory fee.

17M:

Normal School ,we stayed Okunurru , t oo ; And then. when I played
basketball and so fort.h , 'we get pormission to play. One ni.ght ,
we carne back and we found all the things out on the veranda.
I-Ie· said, "Out ;" So From there where did we go? We went to Lusitana
and. we bor-rowed a house and we stayed there. About six of us t ogether .
.That 's when -we Learned to do Jiousekceping. C1 ean h0115e, cook, clean
the yard. We have six, so two (three) pairs, huh ,

HN:

Okay. S'O let' sgo into the first coup le of years at Kawailoa school.
When you f irs t got. there, how did t ha t work?

l~M:

Ei rs t school. is Milol i i , way down south Kana.

I-IN:

Okay'.

PM:

It's a T'ish ing village. I t.hi.nk I left here Thursday 11 a.m. Got
there Friday about 5 o'clock in the .evening , cause on the~way,
we stophy Lahaina and all tha.t---oh, I forgot. Kohala , then
to Kailua , Napapo , I-I CbllatlIlatl, rhen to my place. Then you get off,
t.hcy put you in a little rowing boat, and they t alo that t.o shore-whatever belongings- -and .I was greeted. by the Hawai i.ans . 1'11ey knew
a new kumu kula or the teacher was coming. So I so surpr.i sed because
no cle(~"tr.i.city-:- The only means of 1ighting was the Lant.ern , So
next day, I met DIy .student s . They greet you in. Hawai j an , More
Less I have to learn TI10re Hawai i an word.s to have corrnnunica.tion with
them.

I-1N:

So what did you teach them?

FM:

I taught. them reading and wr i t ing , 1']18 t.hrcc R's 11"1l1S I felt t.ha t
.i twas pretty hard for them to Learn those things, so I thought
1 'd teach t hem art. 111at is, we startecl mak.i ng fishnets because
it's a fishing v i l Iage , see. So Mr. Lopa and I talked. He was then
the superint.endent of Kana, too, see. So anyway, talked. over wi t11 me
and made fi.shing 'nets and TIIY main subject was fishing, and net and the
cos t- -what we 'buy and how much it's going to cost. And afte r it's
been ccmplc tcd , they write a story of what they did, see. Then we
sold a couple of those stretch nets to buy more mat.eri al to
make. Was sirnp Ic , Tha t 's about all, because th.ey don't have movie
those days, 01' there no such things as radios, anyth ing . The only
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type, the old type phonograph , yeah. That's about all. Happy days
is when the boats come in
That 's about once a week. Every Thursday.
That 's when I would get my newspaper for the whole week because my
father used to send' t.he Hawaii Hochi, yeah, and Hawaii Times. And
the only places is afternoon, go fishing.
0

I-IN:

Must; have enjoyed that.

PM:

Oh yeah. In other words people bang those nets for iopeIu. Or they
know you dragging long line and you paddle. That's about all.
And the fish bite,you luckyandllaul·· 'em in. Because it 's
one place you don't starve of fish. You get fish everyday. Fresh
fish. Somct imes they don't go fishing, but then the fishes hang ing ,
But. the trouble is no refrigeration. So have to IJe salted. Any
kind of fish you can eat. Opihi. Don't find these Ii ttle bi ts .
TIley're big ones.

I-IN:

lVhat about Kawailoa school?

PM:

lVell, t.ha t j I got it through Mr. James Awa i . He worked hard and I
transferred as an. "aggi.e" (i .e. agricultural) teacher. So I thought
was ag r i cu l ture, you know. I had agricultural over there plus
classroom.

HN:

I-Iow big was the school ?

PM:

I t.h ink maybe sixty. Because we use to have on ly about twenty to
thirty kids, .yeah, The b i.g ones. The rres t combinat i on . First and
second, third and fourth. And one reacher taught first and second.
The other one taugh.t maybe fifteen (students). Maybe more than
sixty, I don't mow. All depends. I don't count. All I had was
about, sometimes, it's about twenty, sometimes thirty, see. They
move, eh.
'

!-IN:

Did you f i nd it hard teaching multi-level school?

PM:

Harde r because then you have to teach one g roup , like .Japanese
schoo l , you know. You went to that., don ' t you ,where. the fourth grade-.-while they teaching, the ot.he r group is making noise. You have
t118 language ·50 t.hey kept busy while you teaching t.he other -group .
I kJ10W, I taught fourth and fifth too, until I was given full fifth
grade class.

HN:

How did t.he classroom look like?

B1:

Lnd.i vi.dua.l t ab l es . Desk, yeal1, you ¥J10W, t he old fashioned ones.
Then )'TOU have your Ii ttle desk unde rneath and 'you put your t.hing
like th.at. Those days, kids were honest and never took each other's
things. Never. TI1ey borrow, they ret.urn. Not like today.

I·IN:

What about pencils, how was all of that?

PM:

ChaIks was supplied by t.he Department of. Education.

You got there.

How did that (Tape garbled)

Did each ch.i Id have ...

But pencil and
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so forth, you buy your own.

All the rest you buy your

QWI1.

HN:

What if the child couldn't afford it?

FM:

In ·those days, very few cannot afford. Because if a boy or girl has
a. little more-c-one or twomore--they used to share , TIley give 'em
or ·thEy Lend t.ha t for the day. And they try to let the parents buy,
'you know. N1d you know those days, payday to payday . And not
this twice a month payday. Once a month.

HN:

You guys had a cafeteria

FM:

ther~J

W11en I was there, I don't think we had cafeteria. Lateran, they
has a small cafeteria. But most of them are very close, see.
So t.hey go home dur i.ng Tunch hour, half an hour time. 'fhencome
back. On.1y tllose who stay a little farther---towa.rd. the end, they
try tp let t.hern eat at the cafeteria because what they eat at
. t]1C cafeteria and home two d ifferen t t.h ings . .And some of t.hem
really enj oy because what t heyrc fed at t he cafeteria, they don't have
it at hOTIIe. AJ1d more nutrient. food, eh. TIley eat wi rhi n the cafeteria,
c.afeteria foods.

rW:

And you stayed there just three years?

fM:

Where~

HN:

KawaiIoa ,

EM:

¥eah,yea11, yeah. Three years. And then '37, they move to their'
present Haleiwa Elementary. Was Waialtla. School those days.

Kawailoa?
The other one you sa.id turned out to be Crape garb.led)

HN : That was a brand new schoo.1, then, or ....
I~1:

No.

[-IN:

Old school?

FM:

Then Mis s Ruth Rankin came in.
around he 1'e.

fIN:

Why do you think Kawailoa eventually di ed out ?

PM:

Kawai Ioa cvcntua l Iy dice1 out due to popul.at ion , because bc fo re , they
used to have j 01)5 assigned from Kawai loa. Station itself by the old
store and the gym. Where the swimming pool , and so that's the reason
W]lY they had 'swinmi.ng pool) g)'lIl, and the theatre, all.

HN:

The re was a theatre?

IM:

But when since t ranspor tut i on means were easier, they all brought 'em
to Waialua.. From there, they assign the job. And then, of course,

Was an old. school.

Then they built t.he new ones all
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those days, rhey had train, too, eh . Used to take people to work
on tra i ns and so fort h. Very few t rucks , But gradually, faster
means of transportation, so they .... that means instead of---excuse
me, ra.i lroad. Because we still (rape garbLed)
mills. Transportation,
fe~tilizing, so forth.
But they~all found.ways of enjoying themself.
Making , you. know.... playing marble, ticky-ta.i-toe, all kind.
(Taping stops and

thenres~~es.)

FM:

... 011, tha t' s 7: 30, you prepare yourself. Of course, because the 'day
before, you prepare, but some of the things which you don't .IJJ'el)'(lre
011 trleblackboardoranytl1ing, you have all the things ready.
lVhatever
is necessary and you start your class 8 0' clock. And that' sa regular
routinc until 10 o'clock. 10 'o'clock to 10:15, there's short recess
they used to call i t = Then you go to e i ther up to 11 or 11: 30 .
Some. c l asses go 12. All d.epends. And older you get, you have your
Lunch pcri ods is Iut.e . And then most teachers would have t heir
recrea t i.on period after lunch . Out there, you had half an hour.
They have some kind of .vo.l l.eyba.l l game, and softball, what ever you
please. You want to have a group game, exercises, phys i ca.l ed
(education) or whatever you want, see. Runn ing . We used to have
rtmn ing games 'and kicking the ball back and forth. Somet imes
we used to get those bag race , you know" Two-legged race. You had
to improvise your own method because there was no 'such thing as physical
cd .teacher t.hosc days unt iI la.ter on, theyh.a.ve---they used to have
a travelin.g t.eachcr used to come a round , give us programs and so forth
III spite of that, .I don't think t.hcy had .enough money •
So later 'on,
it was taken. out, So this is the S<UllC routi.ne everyday,

l-IN:

JJid you yourself have a certain routin.e, you know?
morning? Math ....

f}1:

Yeah. lhat is regular already, because you' have your who~e day's
schedul.e, eh.

I-IN:

.So what was your schedule, more or less?

1M:

Well, I used to teach Engl ish and ma th , those things in the morning.
Things that they can learn ITIlICh cas i.cr , things in the afternoon..
You trt iLi zc them morn.ing pe r.iod mos t when t.hc.i.r minds are very
f rcsh , Espcc i.a l.Ly my class. lVith the group C. Diffc rent thing
t.han the :tvlcKi nley . McKinley, T had English after lunch; was the
laziest period. Hard to learn.

HN:

How was that don.e, you. know? I .remember when I went to .schoo l ,
is A, B, C class like that. Who decided on all of this?

FM:

Usual Iy , when the class is given to 'you, it's been divided by the
first grade teacher OJ' whatever class below you. And that's how
they do , And sometimes we fin:l(out t.hat a child is misplaced so we
j us t change ' em. And it's better for the kids that way. Homogeneous
cLas s , you see .

. liN:

Maybe' you get C class.

English in the

Well, how come you got that every year?
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~1:

I don't blOW why.

HN:

Was it by seniority or ....

fl.1:

Well, I think it's more or less sen i.or i ty , because Mr , Ninomiya
and a few others were ahead of me, see, as far as the school is
concerned.. . I dont t know. Sometime t he principal tell you 'that
"You better t each this class, because I t hi.nk you can do much
better work with then1." And I used to 'love the. C group. I push .
t.hem .:J. lot, see, because then .... I don't know whether .i.t ' s my pur'e
I uck or' the student' s ability . When I find out .when they go to high
school, maybe rhe first year they are in the same level. Following
year ill a B or A class" So I guess , these days, t hc-s tudcnt' s ability
more t.han what we- - -we just guile them. And because you. can just
teach t.hem so much pe r iod , they don t want to learn, pall.
You out
of luck. BU.t I Found out the ones I taught, I tell 'em because to
succeed. you got to know. So they try hard , see. And most of them
u.sed to st.ay. I used to take about two, three in every day, change
around, <111(1 give r em extra work , Rut that was after 2 0' clock,
see. Because t.hey (10 t he chores when t.hey go horne, 'then t hey come
back and 1 earn.

But I'm always assign to that class.

j

ENI) 01:: SIDE Oi'-JE

SIDE TWO
:F~1:

... if I f i.nd a ch iIdren can I carn ;' I used to give extra time, my
time to teach them. But if the ch i Idren does not want to learn,
well, that's their hard luck, because t.hey not going to get kokua
from me. Help.
.

HN:

Wa.s there such. a. thing as free re.in over the courses you taught
and what you wanted to do during the day?

I~M:

No. Your period is bl acked out. The re ' s no such time. lJnless you
skip a subject rand then. talk something else. But then, you have to
make IIp, because the course of s tudy tells you you had to use this
t.h i.ng and so many, You know, what you have to finish. It's all
writt.enup.

HN:

And. what did you do?

FM:

Yea.h.

HN:

1'0 d.iscus s all of· this?

fM:

Yeah. Lspcciall.y students, eh. I think you know they used to
t rans fer kids back and forth, e11.
Cause we feel t.hi.s way, If a c11ild
is going to be simply doing nothing in the class and we feel that he
can do much better above or he's mi sp l aced , we move 'em accordingly .
.And then t.hcy used to enjoy t.ha t. Because if once we find out
he caught up , we !)LISh "em right back. So .... they we're not in one
clas s a 1] the time, because some of t.hem, you know how they are.

HN:

After schoo.l ..

Did. you.
t.hc rc?

Teachers had meet ings and .....

gllYS

exper-iment wi th any new teaching methods while you were
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:H.1:

The re ' s no such t.hing ,

I used to make my own .

Try things out.

HN:

What did you try?

RM:

Well .. ~.for irts~ance, my work is not strictly read book and answer,
because I bring lots' of library b'ooks., And my exam will not say the
answer's r ight on t.hi s page. They have to turn back several page
'
and get t.hc whoIc thi.ng, You know, most subj ect, at the end they have
quest i.ons already. For instance, if you're going to study Argentina,
where it is, mine would cover the whole t.hi.ng , see. And you hadto go (111 the page , look around. Go to tl1elibary ,get material
and then you have to answer. So I give them one or .two. ldays ,sometimes.
When I use to teach Japan, I never used to use textbook. ~s all
lecture, because then, I rather outline all the things, and they had
to .remember, Then when I 'ni t hr'ough , they fill up all the outline.
That's my method. So I don 't go strictly read, question andanswer. So, it's a broader met hod of tea.ch ing . They got to open
their eyes, open. t.he i.r ears ,and read a lot. " That's the only way you
can force them to read, see. Because some of them don't give a
hoot, eh.

HN:

What did you do with those students?

J~:

Well, I talk to them, help them out. And usually, they realize' the
fa.ct that it's worth to study. It's worth, to do some th ing , because
it's going to help t.hem later on, I say. Educat ion is t he thing that
going to pU,SJ1 you t hrougl:
I say , "You don't want to be digging
ditches all your life." I tell.
.
Ii

HN:

What about juvenile

~"M:

You mean, when we use to go school or when we use to teach?

liN:

Mlen you was teaching.

1M:

Well, t.here , we had few, but you don't get into trouble as today,
eh. The temptations were not there. And then we used to ...

HN:

What about drinking and smoking?

PM:

I guess my last two years I had probl.em wi th kids in second, third
grades. So we sort of fix that kid up, two of 'em. He never did
smoke after that, because he told me he remembers still today.
I met h im about ten years ago. He said he remember me when I made
him smoke cigar, one whole darn thing. .He said., "That killed me,"
he said. "Till today I 'm not smoking ;" I-Ie say, 'WheJl I attempted
to smoke 7 I see you in my picture." (Chuckles) Because those days,
we had sort .of all the juvenile delinquents there, too, ell.

delinquents?

We usc to patrol Waialua. Evenings and especially 'weekends.
When we use to go down the beach to check. They say, "Oh, here comes
those peop.le ;" He said, "This is the only place we are safe when
we're fishing, too." With the juvenile delinquent group, go around,
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checking , so, even the chi Ldrcn know that even weekdays they have
to be very careful, because we don't go "vith t.he same car, see.
Di.f fcrcnt cars. And we go as a group. Not less than t.hree get
together.
HN:

Oh, you mean, three teachers?

Hvl:

Not teachers" Can be teachers, too, but vo lunt eers Frorn t.he
community, we used to go around.

I-IN:

What was

1M:

Well, the punishment will be that we speak wi th j.he .ind.ivi.dua l
first. Give 'em at least two chances. 1 say, "Well, you keep on
with this, we have to see YOliY parent.s ;" . And. th.at, usually, the
second on.e, they were alright. Because we don't try to" antagonize
t.hcm, see. Make them unde rs t and t.ha t this is not the right thing
to do. And they. realize the fact Lat.er on. That they don't get
ahead by do-ing those t.h ings , So they were pretty irespons i.ve .

HN:

Wl1at about slow or fast Iearne rs?

jnm i

shmen t?

Did you have special programs

for them?
PM:

Ohyeah. We used to have. We have special classes for rea.ding,
later on. Slow group used to go to certain teacher in ccrt.ain
period once a day for about half an hour to 46 minutes. Sometimes
longer. And whi l.e I'm teaching them math, these children would go
to this class , that class, see. And in their group, their math
students will come to me, see. Or wh.atever it is, whatever I 'm
t.eaclring for that day, because subj ects chan.ges everyday. You don't
teach mat h everytime, th-e same time. Next day, we may teach .... science
or social studies. Wl10ever wa.nts to tea.ch social study period,
you go to them, .see. The fast group and same and so forth. So
we try to reach at their level so they can unde rs tand as much as
possible. So most of th.em, those days, the teacher's interest .was
teaching, to make the kids to learn. So we may say cledicated
teachers. I don "t know whether 'now days, it's qucst ionab l.e. I
dOJ1't know what it is, because I fourd out that today's t.cachets
a-rc rnostly---l shouldn't say this, but they just punch time. I was
told that. I dont know, I don t t vcare because as far as I'm
conccrned , I made sure I did my work as I 'm pa id , Because I feel
that if I'm pa.i.d , I S110l.11 d. do TIIY j 01).

1-IN:

Okay.

FM:

I don't know what was it before. Before t.hen was cheaper, I think.
It was two cents for milk and jLlice, I think. Lunch was ten cents,
Ithillk. And then 15 (q.). Presently, it's 2S¢, .35¢. I don't
know. Teachers pai d about tenor 15¢ more. But as far as I'm
concerned , I think they had more nourishing food for what they paid
in school than at home. Because ma.ny of the kids would. enj oy
it. Of course, there are cert.ai.n p ickish kid. And you have your
choice. Sometime you don't eat this, you don't eat tha.t.

lVhat about school Iunches ?

lVere they always a quarter, or ....
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HN:

What about you?
times?

Di.d you bring lunch or eat (cafeteria) Lunch most

PM:

Well, most of the time, I used to buy lWlch. Because later on, I had
on~ period off, see, so I used to do the collecting of the lunch
money_ In return, I get free lunch. (Laughs) ·Those days, 25¢
is .25¢, you. know. Or whatever the charges was.

HN:

Okay.

PM:

Thc ro was no such t.h.ing , Regardless race, creed, you played, period.
The onIyLhi.ng 'is t.hat rthose days, they didn't want 11S to be haol.efied ,
t.hey call it. So if you speak a Li t:t Le better than ordinary, say,
."011 ,you go playwi tho the haoles. We don't want you around ." So
naturally, the E~glish standing is low, eh, because you donit try
to excel l.ate yourse l f , t ry ing to speak the best English you
carl. You spea.k the local language.

HN:

Now you're talking about your childhood or when y?U were teaching?
Your chi ldhood ?

PM:

Same' ...

I-IN:

What about when you 'were tea.ching?

FM:

Same t.hing ,because sometime when they get in fight, asking him what
the t roub Ie . Most of the t ime is that, "Ah, t.his guy speak t oomuch
w.ith the hao.le . lie t h ink he haole, that's WIlY we no like 'em."
111 at , s the p laill language I' ni sayfn.g, see, right now. That t.s the,
word t hey give you. I say , "Why?" "011, 11e no speak. our I anguagc ,
What ho t.hin..k? Hi.m haole or what?" Tha.t 's the e.xact thing they
tell you. But we try to teach: them that's not the reason, You're
here to learn the rea], correct English speaking. To speak properly,
rather. But takes time to make them understand that. .

fIN:·

Okay.

8M:

Oh, teacher's cottage.

Fill:

Did. you use those?

PM:

Because I was living right ill vVaialua, eh, so we connnute. And those
cottage were left for people w110 COTI1C f rom outside of Waialua.
They stay fer the week and go home weekends.

HN:

Oka.y. Now we can go into the t eache r ' s college.
said to ten years. Wlly was it so long?

:FM:

Well, I said ten years, because when you on other island, there's
no such thing as to educate yourself or go take courses. See, like
we who graduate in two years, they give ten years time to take.
So what we used to do is ei ther take lots of credi ts during the
summer or take crcd.i t s during t.he week. So what I used to 'do is
take ~.1011(lays, 3 0' clock, one. And 7 0' clock, evening. Thursday ,
same t hing . Made up and then go to S1.ID1Jl1er school and make up some.

lVhat about ethnic re l at ions between kids?

Your time had a teacher's cottage or di.dn ' t you ever use those?
Yeah, they had.

I remember you
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And then you were allowed ten years to make the credi t to get your
We cal l it 'educat ion , see. Bachelors of Educat ion , Your
degree.

Eel. B.

Well, you couldn't ...

liN:

Everybody is like that?

Hi:

Yeah. Those who graduate Normal School . But if you graduate
teacher's college, as two d.i f'fe rerrt thing. Because our days ,
no such t.h ing as teacher's college. And they had education ...
j

HN:

Oh,the teacher's college came in later?

PM:

Yeah . . I would say that, because I think University (of Hawaii)
has education but not more of higher "education, I think, was.
I don t t .remember , because 1 went to Normal only, straight. Then
went to ou.tside island, see. If you graduate and you make the
grade, t.hen you assign already. You graduate in June, you assign
in September already.

HN:

That time -you didn't have to worry about job?

Is that what you mean?

PM: . Yea..h . Job. If you are able to do it, they give you those days ,
Especially in teaching.

to teaching, one ques t i on . Changes i l l modern i zation ,
okay. How did that affect you? You renember, like the movies
started coming in ....

I-IN:

Okay,. goin.g back

FM:

No, as far as I'm concerned, I didn't feel much, because 1 went with
t.he trcnJ. Then 1 used to utilize, if I can--.-in fact, children start
ta.lking about movie, I go right .in , use that. And then go into the
subject, you. know because if I feel this going to help , If sometimes
.reading and writing, only, you use strictly book, read, they get tired.
Monot.onous , So that he lp, So, I sometimes, "Eh , boys. Who went
to certain kind of show? Let lIS know." Then use that. Then they are
a.l I .int crcsted and gradua l.Ly I come back into whatever the day's
curr-i.cul.um is.

I-IN:

Okay, how long have you been married?

FM:

Well, I think near l.y thirty years a lrcady . I don't know what
year I got married in th.e first place. I forgot already. I had
some piCtUI:CS the other day when at 110ITle, eh. We looked over,
and was Laughi ng at the pictures. Those ways of dressing and
everythin.g else.

HN:

Okay = How

FM:

Well, 1 met her .... some liquor company. I forget the name. She was
downstairs working. The other people went to see .... name called
Mr. Miyamoto. They went to go see him,because he was one of the
strong politician, eh. Democrat politician. So they went to
t.al k to him about was Mayor Wilson, those days. And I was kidding
around with her. And. I tell, "Are you interested in sports and so
forth?" She said, ''Well, swirmning meet,so forth."
I say, "Well."

d~d

you meet?
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1 say, "How about going?" And t.hen t.hcy had , One of rhe famous.
swirruners came. . I even forgot his name already.. So I said, "Okay.
1'11 pick you IIp next Saturday." And I say, "By the way, I want to
make sure that I get a correct answer." So I call 'em up Wednesday;
she said, "Well, I'm hoping and waiting that you're going to take
me." So I had to rush like heck and get four tickets or five
tickets. I· forgot a1 ready. And we went to the swimming meet. Tha teo .....
Nat.ator.ium. And who was t.ha t famous guy? I forgot. Anyway, we went
to see everything . And from then, hm. I had several dates wi th her,
but I was tired of canting to town to take her up and go places and
so for th, Because I was running a theatre ,eh, and she used to come
down lVednesday nights, see the p.ictures . .1. had to take 'em back.
Saturd.ay, same thing. So I told her, "Eh, are you interested in
getting marr-ied?" She say, ''Well, it's up to you. tt So we got
married, I think. Not too long a courting, though. Less than a
month, I think. We got married. And t.hen she says, "Well, wherever
you go, I'll go." 'So we went back and stayed Waialua. Since then,
a.l.r i ght ,

..

HN:

So this wasn ' t arranged marriage or anything.

~1:

And then natural Iy , Japanese style, you gO'ing get go-betweens
between later on, So later on, they had. Well, I guess they
had go-between.
No.
ill

FIN:

That was all within a month's time?

(Chuck.l.es)

~"M:

Yeah. J think within t.he mont.h' s t irne , First, we had. the Shinto
marriage. .And·,well, the parents wanted Buddhi s t style, so, I said,
"Okay." I confine to that. Anel so we go into Buddhist church ,
marry. We hacl a short reception. in town, I think was. Where was it
already? In my house, already, you mow. That Kehepaka Lane.
And my fr i ends all had t.hatal I ready, so we had a bi g .... one Saturday'
evening, I think. Saturday afternoon was in town. We came back,
eh. And.... ,

lIN:

Big party?

FM:

Oh yeah . Big party. AIle1 you kl10W those days, ell. VVIleJl you say
party, is party, you know. 'Big affair. And they all had-v -my
friends all came.. They he Ip me ce l.ebr'at.e , so we were' very happy.
I have some pictures horne yet.

HN:

Did you have a 11011eymoo11?

FM:

We were supposed. to. But somehow, things d i dnl t go right, because it
was the end of .August , See, I was supposed to get married, I think
was, first part of August, but, carne to the latter part, and I have to
go back t.eachi.ng , so we couldn't get off. Ever s ince that, no honeymoon,
so .... tJ1C only t ime is when we go to .... well, 1970, WhC11 my daughter-the first onc-vgraduat.ed , we went places to see. And then when
.Jeane l Ie graduated, we went to Mexico City, eh , So it's a late, late
hon.cymoon allover the place.
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(Someone comes in wi t.h a letter for FM.
HN:

Taping resumes shortly ·after.)

Wllat was the dress when you were married?
We~l,

she was dressed in kimono. Then later on
they wanted her
to get married Shinto. style, see. So naturally
I wasn't dressed
hakama and all that, but she was. In Japanese clothes. Then she
changed into Western marriage.

HN:

So you got married twice then?

~1:

Yeah.

HN:

Once in town and one in ...

FM:

No. Both in town. But the only thing,her dressing was different,
ell. One regular .Japanese style. And you know, where they wear
white C]OtJ1CS. Li.ke English, they wear rthe white one, eh rPur.i ty
and so forth. Sosh.e ch.anges 'two time these .Japancse clothes , S11e
s t ill has it today. No use. 'l'hat 's t he trouble. I f i.gure -that 'th i s
honloTlgi or whatever you call it, t.he .Japanee wedding dress is not
worth. Waste of money. Once you use and pau.

HN:

So how were you dressed?

FM:

Oh, regular tuxeclo. Borrowed tuxedo. We rent, those days. Mine,
tuxeclo, p lus, t hen later on, I wea.r- thc white. I was all in whi te ,
because surrnner, ell. So I had to make t.hc white.one. Once I lIse
and that's all. The shoes and everything, period.

HN:

So how did the Japanese one go?

PM:

Well, you know this sansakudo, they call it. You know.when you
give the Liquor back and forth. The regular ceremony. Shinto
style. It's hard to describe that, because, you know, they get
the liquor back and forth. You drink,. then she drinks , and back.
The family take it around. Then pall. That SI10WS t.hat you are going
to be tied. i11tO one family, see. I think that's the reason they have
tha t cc remOIIY .

lIN:

How Long before your first ch.i Id ?

FM:

1. don't know. I f i gure .... we d.i.dn"t get it right away, I know.
Francine is 28 t oday . Then LYJUl was two years aft.crward , Then there
was a period four years d i ffe rent , t hen .Jeane.l Ic came, see. So
.Icane l Ic is 22 110W. .Jeanel Ie is a New Year's baby.

HN:

"What about those days?
women?

PM:

I don't know.

HN:

Do you remember'?

Can you describe how...

You remember' anything about promiscuous

Okay, wh.at about quality of life, you know, today
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compared to yesteryears?

FM:

Today, the life you live too fast, see. Modernized. Things 'go too
fast. They go like a shot. But those days, you take ita easy
manne r , but you have much more to learn by yourself. Yougot
to learn yourself. Today is given to you mostly. By books and
so 'forth. Olden days, if you want to learn. anything, there is a
book but otherwise, 'you have to hi t and miss trial basis. And rhen
youToarn.. But you Learn , you really learn. But as far as I 'rn
concern , I use to enjoy those days .in spite of the few.things that
we had. Because you can make life yourself and it seemed. to me that
the air' is pure. Everything. You have real nature wi th you. But
today is ...... what do you call that? Too artificia.l, everything.
I figure that this is artificial life. I really don't care.
That's the reason why I don" t move to town. I had oppo rtun i ty to move
to town long time ago.' Many, many time. I was offered job'S in town.
But I felt the life in t.he country is country life. Maybe I am a
country ki.d. And, when I go home , even today, when I pass the h i Ll.s
of right about Kipapa and so forth, I feel it different. You as a
count.ry boy notice t.hat- yourse If . The air is different. You feel
different. You, feel, free that you're coming to a place. Open field,
greens, .sky t.her e . Everything. Correct, eh ? That's how 1 feel
about life. That "s the reason why I don ' t - - -and they tell me, ''"Why
dont you move to town?" I have a C11:lI1CC to move, and I have a place
in town, too. To move if I want to. I enjoy the people, too. I
th ink they're more fa.i t.h ful . They're true to you.. And you find. real
f ri.cnds , rcaI life in 'the count ry . Maybe I'm living near the beach,
too, that's why.
.

HN:

Ff\1:

I-IN:

Oka.y. How do you feel about the future of Waialua Sugar Company?
IiventuaLl y , well, they' 11 have t.ophase out. .... you kI10W, how do you
warrt to see Hal.eiwa , say, maybe 15 years from now? Growth and
development or ....
I gues s .... sugar may phase out. .But I think people may start to
live in the country , because downtown too fast life. Weekends,
af tcr pau hana- -that is after work- -they like to come home, stretch
t he i r legs and enjoy Li fe . And eventual ly , I 't hi.nk now, they are
trying to make parks, camp sites near :Mokuleia and along Haleiwa.
And i l l t.hc lVai a Iua Beach whi ch we are in t.he process of doing so.
'Vve like to have places where thcy can go aft.e rnoon , evening picnics,
ell. Take simp Ic Iunchcs , have dinner, and come back. Eventua l l y ,
I t.hi nk , t.he re will be more peop.l.e moving .i nt.o Waialua. Presently,
1t 's not. It's all outskirt. You know, pcop Ie think it's way out
.Ln the sticks. But with this t.ransportat.i on .... method, faster means,
I think t.hoy may. And people will get more country homes. Beach
site. I thi.nk we have one of the best beach areas. Fishing, swinnning,
wha t have you. I may be wrong , I don't know, MyseIf, I don't care
to be cooped up in a condominium, artificial places where you have
nothing but concrete.

Sterile.
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PM:

Yeah. .Iung.Ie , We call .it concrete jung l.c , I want to see nature.
I want to feel the earth, plant, you know
Whatever, weed, lawn
mower.
0

HN:

WIl0 do you 'th.ink will .determine whether it s tays or becomes developed?

1M:

It"s t.he people themse Lf . Becaus e I don't think anybody can .... if
thc opport.un i ty is given to t.hem and is up, that case, the state
and the county should ·open. Not on.ly rthat. The jrr ivatc owners like
Bishop Es tate , they have to let go. Otherwise Waialua will never
develop. Waiailla will develop as---or stays as a sugar company
and die that way.

HN:

So eventua l.Iy ,
i-__
--L-VV

you see industry and stuff like that in Haleiwa,

VI. • • • •

PM:

Well, they may build condos (condomi n iums}, too, around there.
Beaches. And t.hen they may have more weekencl cottages to be rented
out. And people will own cottages. Then eventually, with the road
going to as far [IS Kaena Points, improvements - -which they are
t.hi.nking , building more homes. I think peop Ie wi 11 come to Waialua.

f-IN:

Wllat 'you' re t.h inking of mostly

Hv1:

Yeah, I t hi.nk we'll be more resort, yeah.. And those people who
own the p l acc- - -you know, many of t hese younger peop Ie , t.hey rather
move to town. An.dI think many of t.hem will stay in t.he country and

IS

a 're sor t

COJIIDlUl1i ty

type.

travel tOWIl and work as we have today. Thatt s the reason why t.he
morning a11(1 everting t.raffic ' s terr i bIe , eh. One tirne, I know.
Because - -not weekend, now- -took me two hour's to get home because of
t.ho traf f'i c jam. You know, when sornetime---I think you remember.
Corne to t.own bumper to bunper , and then going home,t}le same thing.
Go over the Pali, the same thing. Allover. And eventually, all
of thern are spreading their hands and buying places in the country.
fIN:

I.IO\\I do vou see Hawa i i ' s future intermingled with all this?
wi.th t hc future of Haleiwa?

FM:

011, it's hard to say. As I said, it need more resort area or .. ·..
weekend homes, and, maybe fifty percent will be real ownersh ip
and travel to town. Because I figure that prct.ty soon you won't have·
t.hi s C<.lf going. YouLl have mass t rans portat ion .
'

I-IN:

Wl1a.t about population controls like that?

FM:

~Vell, right now, as far as national is concern, even with the schools,
\Vajpahu , any place now , }TOU see more Ei l i.p inos . And then gradually
ot he r nat i oruli t i es go ing down as .far as popul.ation is concern.
I don ' t know where t hcy ' re moving. And in town, you know, it's
all mix up, so you cannot find out. Pi.npo int , the country, you

can do so.
END OF
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You know,
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