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Introduction to the Book

The idea for this volume emerged out of the great demand for the professional development of
pre-service primary school English language teachers at German universities. It is a Teaching
English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) volume series titled English in Primary Education:
Concepts, Research, Practice edited by Theresa Summer and Heiner Béttger, published by
University of Bamberg Press, Bamberg, in 2022. It is an idea that was brought to life during the
Covid-19 lockdown in 2021 at the University of Bamberg, Germany. Guest speakers from around
the world, including Norway, Switzerland, and the United States, presented key issues related to
the teaching of English at primary schools. University students taking part in a seminar on the
same topic interviewed the guests after their presentations to initiate a professional exchange and
start a virtual networking process. Researchers, teacher educators, and teachers involved in
primary English language education discuss key issues related to the teaching of English to young
learners. Interestingly, this volume brought together pre-service teachers’ newly gained insights.
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Structure of and Commentary on the Book

English in Primary Education: Concepts, Research, Practice is structured into the following parts:
Introduction, Part I, titled Competence Development of Young Learners, Part 11 - Literary Texts
and Teaching Materials, Part 111, titled Teaching Practice and the last part, Afterword. Theresa
Summer and Heiner Bottger’s introductory part of the book, titled Essentials: Teaching English to
Young Learners in Primary School. This contribution focuses on selected key issues related to the
teaching of English to young learners (TEYL). Concentrating particularly on primary school
education, it reflects upon central theories and evidence-based research related to how young
learners acquire and learn English. After an outline of central teaching principles, the authors
develop the notion of a principled mindset which provides the basis for a discussion of competence
development and the integration of materials, focusing particularly on the role of authentic
materials, scaffolding, classroom phrases, and the importance of literary texts. A basic introduction
into how to plan competence-based lessons or lesson sequences follows. Throughout this
contribution, examples aim to highlight the importance of a theoretical grounding for teaching
practice. Julia Reckermann and Marius Ritter’s article is the second in the book. It is titled Reading
and writing in the primary school EFL classroom. The authors examine the use of written language
in the primary school English classroom, which has been subject to a long-standing debate among
foreign language teachers as well as researchers. Their arguments range from a fear of overtaxing
young learners on the negative side to the learners’ desire and their capability of coping with
reading and writing on the positive side. It explains that current research shows evidence towards
young learners profiting from an early introduction to written English. This chapter outlines the
history and current state of reading and writing in the primary school EFL classroom, including an
insight into the arguments of the debate on early biliteracy. The need for differentiated English
teaching and cohesiveness in the primary-secondary school transition to successfully foster these
competences is also discussed.

Bilingual Programmes in Primary Schools is the title of chapter three, written by Anja Steinlen
and Thorsten Piske. According to them, many studies have shown that most pupils attending
bilingual programmes develop much higher levels of foreign language proficiency than pupils in
regular foreign language lessons. Here, the authors first illustrated the similarities and differences
between teaching strategies used in regular English lessons and in bilingual programmes. Then
they further summarized the results of studies examining questions that teachers, parents and
school administrators are often concerned about. These questions include the following: Do pupils
in bilingual programmes show deficits in the development of their native language or in the
development of subject knowledge? Are bilingual programmes also suitable for children from
migrant backgrounds and for children who are at risk of poor academic achievement? Finally, they
discussed how children who attended a bilingual programme in primary school can be supported
in secondary school. Chapter four by Martin Bastkowski is titled The EFL Transition from Primary
to Secondary School. 1t establishes that, for our learners, a change of school and especially a
change from primary to secondary school is a very exciting, emotional, and important step. They
get to know new teachers and classmates, a new school building and many new subjects. With
regard to learning English, a further development in reading, writing, vocabulary and especially
grammar takes place. In this contribution, the focus was on four very specific and practical fields
of action in order to successfully manage the transition from primary to secondary schools for
learners of English as a foreign language. These include; 1) the cooperation between primary and
secondary schools, 2) diagnostic procedures, 3) content awareness, and 4) assessment.
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In chapter five, Michelle Zirke explains the potential of picture-books in primary English language
education (ELE), paying special attention to the fostering of language skills, as well as addressing
some pressing concerns of modern-day society. It reveals that picture-books can have a great
potential for primary ELE since they can promote English language skills and address pressing
concerns of modern-day society, such as the climate or the refugee crisis. This contribution
illustrates which types of picture-books are suitable for primary ELE, which skills can be promoted
when using picture-books, and their potential. It also provides concrete examples of how to use
picture-books to achieve general educational goals, such as critical environmental literacy,
empathy, and kindness towards peers, refugees, and animals while simultaneously fostering
learners’ language skills development. On the other hand, chapter six, titled: The Power of Self-
selected Fiction, was written by Stephen Krashen. The author provides vivid evidence strongly
suggesting that reading popular self-selected fiction is a highly effective and very pleasant way of
acquiring language and developing literacy. Not only does it increase language competence, but it
also increases knowledge of a variety of subjects: people who read more, know more, and it results
in deeper understanding of others’ points of view.

Laura Loder-Buechel’s work in chapter seven is titled Through the Anti-Bias Looking Glass: The
Messages We Send Our Learners in (Primary) ELT. 1t explains that English language teaching
materials in primary schools are fraught with images and examples that upon closer scrutiny, need
unpacking or even replacement to steer learners away from stereotypes and to promote deeper
thought and encourage exposure to the world. The purpose of this paper is to introduce readers to
the learning of social justice standards and to show how these can be applied to standard course-
book images for basic A1, A2 and B1 level activities. These same activities can be applied to
images and texts from other sources, such as international newspaper images of the day. Secondly,
the results of a classroom experiment with pre-service teachers using the Dispositions for
Culturally Responsive Pedagogy are shared and ideas for prompting discussion are provided.
Finally, larger project ideas for EFL lessons in public primary schools to promote an anti-bias
stance to education are suggested. Lena Meyer in chapter eight, entitled Getting Young Learners
to Speak English from the Start: Examples for Teaching Practice, explains that one focus of early
foreign language learning in the primary EFL classroom is the development of oral skills. Imitative
and reproductive speaking activities can provide opportunities for the development of basic
speaking competencies and fluency. Speaking practice aims at progressing the acquisition of the
target language and helping children to become communicatively competent speakers of English.
Using classroom management as a basis, this contribution suggests practical examples aimed at
enabling and equipping young learners to speak English from the start.

In chapter nine, Regina Grund, Lena Grondel and Natalie Swallow examine reflective practice for
primary English teachers, using a qualitative analysis of expert interviews. According to them,
professional advice plays a crucial role in (future) teachers’ development. During an international
lecture series, a group of researchers and practitioners gave talks on various topics related to the
field of teaching English to young learners (TEYL). Their presentations were followed by
interviews that aimed at identifying practical implications for teaching. Following a qualitative
approach, the responses were transcribed and categorized. The suggestions are: providing well-
chosen input, structuring lessons clearly, reflecting on teaching methods critically, applying Total
Physical Response (TPR), using child-oriented media and employing picture-books. On that basis,
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the authors derive suggestions for future TEYL practices. Finally, in chapter ten, Heiner Bottger
and Theresa Summer conclude the volume with an article titled 4 Look Ahead: Foreign Language
Encounters and Future Challenges of Primary English Language Education. The authors focus
on English in primary education, establishing the future road to follow which involves embedding
all languages on a learning continuum and empowering teachers. It emphasizes the great
importance of an early start with English as a foreign language and the need for developing national
educational standards for primary education.

Evaluation of the Book

This volume focuses on the teaching of English as a foreign language to young learners at primary
school. The volume features an introduction that covers the essentials of teaching English to young
learners from a theoretical, empirical, and neuroscientific perspective while also discussing the
notion of a principled mindset, competence development, transcultural learning, the use of
materials and literature, and lesson planning. The subsequent contributions cover reading and
writing, bilingual programmes, the transition from primary to secondary school, storybooks, the
importance of self-selected fiction, anti-bias education, ways of encouraging young learners to
speak, and professional advice for primary English language educators on the basis of a qualitative
analysis of interviews. Based on an international TEFL lecture series, researchers, teacher
educators, and practicing teachers from Germany, Switzerland, and the United States shared their
insights into these central issues and offered theoretical concepts for the professional development
of (pre-service) primary school English teachers. Practical ideas and examples included in this
volume aim to make theoretical constructs accessible and relatable for future teachers of English.
The afterword offers a look ahead by critically examining future challenges of primary school
educators. It emphasizes (1) the great importance of an early start with English as a foreign
language and (2) the need for developing national educational standards for primary education.

This volume provides a research-based and practice-oriented foundation for (pre-service) English
teachers wishing to expand their knowledge and gain an insight into recent developments in
foreign language learning theories and concepts. Although mostly aimed at primary school
educators, the introductory chapter in particular will be equally relevant to university students or
teachers focusing on vocational and secondary school teaching, so that they develop an
understanding of specific features of primary English language education, as concerns secondary
school teachers, as well as researchers or stakeholders in education in general.
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