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pared with the relatively good performances of the Central Australian 
Arunta, the Tamils and Ghurkas of India, and the Ainu 0£ northern 
Japan. This seems to indicate that commonalty of interest and ability 
in Maze-threading exists among the most diverse cultures and peo­
ples. Herc again is proof that planning and foresight arc highly de­
veloped among some so-called primitive peoples. Of course there arc 
-other very important facets of intelligence that the Maze Test does 
not measure. All that is claimed for it is that it tests planning capacity 
at a basicl.evel. It is like testing an individual's ability to walk but not 
the speed with which he can run. According to Havighurst's and Hil­
kevitch's figures, performance in the Maze is affected but not very 
dependent upon white contact and acculturation, a conclusion to 
which I had already independently arrived. Any widely distributed 
racial group will contain tribes or peoples who vary as regards central 
tendencies in intelligence level. But if sufficient samples arc chosen 
and sufficiently validated tests arc used it should in time be possible 
to work out quite acceptable comparisons of racial inequalities. Ac­
cording to all available results the most universally applicable test 
and one which shows up primitive peoples' ability in the fairest light 
possible is the Maze. 

Already a great number of samples of such peoples have been ex­
amined by this test, although only a beginning has been made. There 
are many more opportunities for similar investigations among tribes 
in Africa, Australia and the peoples of Asia. The island population 
of the Pacific is now accessible and a great opportun ity for psycholog­
ical anthropologists exists in the way of careful studies of the mental­
ity of these populations. The primitive peoples mentioned in this 
chapter already cover an extremely wide range. It should be possible 
to enlarge these samples and extend the testing program to Poly­
nesian, Micronesian, and Melanesian peoples and especially to less 
known tribes in New Guinea. It is my belief that since thousands of 
dollars have been spent in work with the Binet, a small fraction of 
this amount would yield most interesting results in the development 
of more adequate testing of planning capacity. 
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