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Compiled by Michelle White
Monday, March 12

3:25 p.m. — A student returned to
her apartment at Hale Noelani
and noticed that her furniture had
been moved and some items were
missing. She also found a crack
pipe and other items on her bed.
She filed a report with Campus
Security and HPD.

Tuesday, March 13

12:57 a.m. — A black Kia ran the
East-West gate. Campus Security
found the driver who claimed that
he did not know he had to stop.He
said he was picking up a friend at
Lincoln Hall.

2:09 a.m. — A Freeman guard
reportedthatafemale studentfled
theHaleWainaniparkinglotbefore
paying her outstanding fines. He
removed the boot from the front
tire of her white Ford Explorer and
was putting the equipment away
when she started hercarand drove
off. The student owed $2,680 for
parking tickets and $100 for the
removal of the boot. A report was
filed with Campus Security and
HPD.

2:25a.m.—AFreemanguardreport-
ed hearing glass breaking at Hale
Manoa. When Campus Security
arrived they found the lobby doors
shattered. Books and papers were
also strewn about the lobby and
hallway. A student admitted to
causingthedamageandwasarrest-
ed by HPD for Criminal Property
damageinthe3rddegree.Security
estimated she caused $1,500 in
damage. She told security that she
was upset because a professor had
been mentally abusing her.

10:43 a.m. — A caller reported that
a man, who looked homeless, was
asleep and snoring on a couch on
the 2nd floor of the Agricultural
Science building. When Campus
Security tried to wake him he
becameagitatedandsaid hewant-
ed to fight. HPD was called and
arrested the man for outstanding
warrants.

10:03 p.m. — A student at Hale
Noelani reported a burglary. The
student returned home and found
that someone had stolen a Dell
laptop, Cingular phone, Optimus
camera, black Fossil wallet, gold
earrings and a black backpack. A
thief may have opened a window
to gain entry.

Thursday, March 15

12:56 a.m. - Someone threw a
plastic bag filled with water from
Hale Wainani. No suspects were
located.

12:50 p.m. - Campus Security
was called to an accident on Dole

See Beat, page 2

Konan leaves post for sabbatical

By MatthewK.Ing
Ka Leo Editor in Chief

During her two-year interim term,
Denise Eby Konan has moved toward
campussustainability,improvedadminis-
trativecommunicationandledwhatmany
students and school officials have called
oneofthemostproactivechancellorships
that the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa
has seen in years.

But all she wants once Virginia

Hinshawmovesinaspermanentchancel-
lorinJulyisto pursue outside projectsand
spend more time with her two sons, 10-
year-old Josephand 6-year-old Augustin.
“The kids usually wait to do their
homework until she gets home at 8:30
p.m. as a pretext to spend time with her,’
said Abel Konan, an Ivory Coast, Africa-
nativewhometDeniseasacollegegradu-
ate student at the University of Colorado
at Boulder and married her in 1991.
“Sometimes she comes home in

time to read them a story,” he said, “but
theyalways wait to get that affection they
need before they go to bed”

Both Abel, a state economist, and
Denise Konanbothrealizedthattheirjobs
take up a lot of time, but Konan plans to
take a six-month to year-long sabbatical
once her interim term expires.

But her “free time” won't be filled
exclusively with watching her sons’ soc-

cer games and hula performances.

Konan, who is an accomplished

UH offers study opportunities around the globe

By Charlotte Marten
Ka Leo Staff Reporter

The University of Hawai'i at
Manoa’s International Exchange pro-
gram offers something unique this
summer. Students can study world
peace for two weeks in Japan at
Hiroshima City University while
earning UH credits.

John Alford, a current UH stu-
dent, spent fall 2005 in England
and recommended anyone to take
the chance to get out of their com-
fort zones.

“Studying abroad is the most
valuable experience | have ever
had,” Alford said. “I learned so
much about other people, but more
importantly | learned about myself
and what | want to do with my life.
It is a cheap way to see the world.
You pay normal UH tuition.”

This two-week summer course,
from July 26 to August 7, will intro-
ducestudentstothenatureofwarand
peace by revealing different aspects
ofwartimeexperiences,includingthe
bombing of Hiroshima. The course
willalso explore contemporaryissues
related to world peace in the era of
globalization.

Brien Hallett, director for the
Matsunaga Institute for Peace at UH,
has beenworking with the Hiroshima
peaceprogramforthreeyearsandwill
be joining the program in Hiroshima
thissummeraswell, talkingaboutthe
roles of the media.

Hallet said that this course is
different from other courses because
it offers an emotional impact that is
life-changing.

“This course confronts students
withoneofthemostseriousproblems
that faces human kind: the atomic
bombing,” Hallet said. “The infor-
mation they learn is less important
than the place and the emotions. Itis
incredible”

Darrell Kicker, the International
Exchange coordinator, has been
working at UH for two and a half
years and said that more UH stu-
dents should take advantage of the
exchange program.

“I would recommend all stu-
dents to study abroad while in col-
lege,” Kicker said. “It is affordable,
you get credit for it and it opens
your eyes to the world. Not only
do you learn about other cultures,
[but] when you're removed from
your own country and culture, that
is when you really learn about your
own identity.”

The Hiroshima and Peace
summer course application deadline

is April 30. For more information

visit http://www.hiroshima-cu.ac.jp/
Hiroshima-and-Peace/index.htm or con-
tact Darrel Kicker at kicker@hawaii.edu.

This is the fifth year UH will
offer the Hiroshima and Peace course
in Japan.

“Studentswho comebackfrom
Hiroshima think it changed their
world view,” Kicker said. “They
talk about the overwhelming emo-
tions behind the atomic bombing
and the war.”

Kicker explained that this pro-
gramwasdevelopedasanagreement
between Hiroshima City University
and UH, but [it] grew fast, and today,
studentsfromaroundtheworldenroll
in the course.

“We are proud to have this pro-
gram established,” Kicker said.

Akihiko Kotani is an internation-
al student from Osaka, Japan, taking
his full degree at UH. He thinks the
best thing about studying abroad is
the cultural experience.

“It changes the way you think
about the world and about America,’
Kotani said. “I think people should
take this opportunity to visit Japan to
see what really happened during the
Hiroshima bombing.”

This intensive three-credit
course will be taught in English by
specialists in peace research, Asian,
European and North American stud-
ies. They will focus on cross-cul-
tural misunderstandings, regional
security, perspectives on violence,
nuclear weapons, globalization and
approaches to peace.

Kicker said that he encourages
students to get study-abroad experi-
ence on their résumés.

International

! Exchange mem-
bers discuss ben-
efits and details of
studying in differ-
ent countries.

COURTESY PHOTO

DARRELL KICKER

“I'think it distinguishes you from
other people and it speaks to your
understanding of the world,” he said.
“Employers would be impressed.”

According to Kicker, there is
one main difference between the
International Exchange program and
the Study Abroad program. Study
Abroad teaches UH courses abroad
and the students receive UH cred-
its, while the International Exchange
exposes students to the host institu-
tions'courses and students get trans-
fer credits.

Kicker said that there are more
students coming into UH than going
abroad,whichcanbecomeproblemat-
icbecausethelnternationalExchange
program is based on a balance to
cover tuition.

“My main focus is to promote
internationalexchangetogetstudents
to go out,” Kicker said.

According to the International
Exchangeprogram,theestimatedcost
for study in Japan is $2,000, which
includes airfare, ground transporta-
tion, UH summer session |l tuition,
lunch, snacks and incidental expens-
es. If one is receiving financial aid, it
also applies overseas.

This program offers home-stay
accommodation, including breakfast
and dinner with English-speaking
Japanese host families. Students can
choose to stay in a hotel or another
location at their own expense.

According to Hiroshima City
University's Web site, Hiroshima recov-
eredfromtotaldestructionbytheatom-
icbombing on August 6, 1945.The city
rebuilt itself as the “International City
of Peace and Culture”

It has become a vigorous city in
the new century, with abundant green-
ery and a rich culture that aims to
makeimportant contributions to peace
throughout the world.

economist specializing in interna-
tional trade and multilateral trading
agreements, also plans to work with
theWorld Bankinadvising the nation
of Saudi Arabia through its recent
assimilation into the World Trade
Organization.

She will also be working
with HECO and the Hawaiian
Natural Energy Institute to create
a working model for alternative
energy in Hawai'i.

Although the Director for the
Office of Sustainability, Bruce Miller,
said that he doesn't necessarily con-
sider her an environmentalist, he did
say that her chancellorship and pre-
vious administrative visions opened
opportunities for sustainability and
organizations around campus.

“Weallrealized that[the school]
can't have an $18 million electrical
bill and continue doing business as
usual,” Miller said.

Konan helped create the long-
range plan for UHM as the vice
chancellorforacademicaffairsbefore
being appointed as the school’s first
woman chancellor in 2005.

“She has been very supportive
in terms of time and energy,” Miller
said. “It's important to have a chan-
cellor who acts like she cares and
is very proactive. We always see
Denise out and about, and she has a
tremendousamountofunderstanding
for community relations”

Grant Teichman, President of
the Associated Student at UHM,
agreed that Konan's openness and
willingness has been a definite asset
to the student body.

“Whenever she’s at meetings,
she always wants to know the stu-
dents’ perspectives, how things will
affectstudentsandhowwecangetthe
message out to students, Teichman
said. “We've never had a chancellor
thatwassostudent-oriented.ltcould
be years before we see another.

Projects that Konan and student
leaders have jointly launched include
making Sinclair Library a 24-hour
resource, planning renovations to
CampusCenterandrevitalizingstudent
life on campus in an effort to remove
UHM's “‘commuter campus’ stigma.

Konan plans to return after her
sabbatical to more than 14 yearsasa
UHM economics professor.

“I just have so much aloha for
this institution,” she said.

While she will help with
Hinshaw’s transition, Konan said,
“When new leadership comes in, it's
important to have an open environ-
mentforleaderstodeveloptheirown
visionand perspective. l'llbe there to
answer questions.”

However, Teichman does not
think that Hinshaw will be able
to live up to the precendent that
Konan has set.

“There’s this expectation that
having a permanent chancellor is
somehow going to fix all the prob-
lems in the school. With so many
problems, it's going to take a lot
time to make headway,’ he said.
“[Hinshaw] certainly has some big
shoes to fill”
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Street. Astudenthad been turning
left from lower campus on a green
light in a Honda Civic. Another
drivertraveling east on Dole Street
allegedly ran the red light and hit
the student’s vehicle according to
witnesses. The student was taken
to Queen’s Hospital in stable con-
dition.

6:43 p.m. — A mo-ped was sto-
len from International Gateway
House.

Friday, March 16

2:45 a.m. — A Freeman guard tried
unsuccessfully to wake two men
in a red Dodge truck. Campus
Security woke the men and identi-
fied them as Schofield soldiers.
They were too intoxicated to drive
home and decided to sleep it off.

1:57 p.m. — A caller reported a fight
near Keller Hall and Kennedy
Theatre. Campus Security found a
man and a woman who had been
arguing.Theydeclinedtofileareport
and were asked to leave campus.

Saturday, March 17

1:12 a.m. — A representative from
the TV show “Lost” informed
Campus Security that they would
be filming in Manoa Falls near the
Lyon Arboretum gate.

10:47 p.m. — A motorist reported
that a utility wire was on the road
at University Avenue and Maile
Way. Campus Security located the
wire and notified HPD and HFD.

Sunday, March 18

1:30 a.m. — A white Ford SUV
was towed to the impound lot.
A Freeman guard had it towed
because the vehicle had an altered
parking permit.

— (.. VEEKEND FORECAST

By Sara Da Silva & Christopher Chambers
Meterology Graduate Students

Oahu: Trade winds are forecast for the next 5 days. Areas of moisture within the trade winds
will bring showers particularly in the mountains and valleys at times. The trades should
strengthen slightly on Saturday. Maybe slightly more trade showers on Sunday. Winds may
begin to shift to the southeast by next Tuesday.

World: Possible tropical cyclone formation occurring northwest of Fiji.

THUR FRI SAT SUN MON
High/Low: High/Low: Low: 82/71. High/Low: High/Low:
83/71.Trade 83/71. Mostly Partly sunny 83/72. Partly 83/72. Partly
showers pos- sunny and the  with mauka cloudy mauka sunny and
sible. East, 15 odd mauka showers. East showers. East, cloudy with
knots. shower. East northeast, 20 northeast, 20 mauka show-

northeast, 15 knots. knots. ers. East, 15,
knots. High/ knots.
Surf Face Heights:
Day N E S w
Thurs 1to3 2t04 1t03 1t03
Fri 5t08 2t04 2t05 3to7

Sat 5t08 2t04 2105 3to7
Sun 3t07  2tod4  2t05  3to7 Reference: National Weather
Mon 1105 Jto4 1103 0103 Serviceand Surf News Network.

Ka Leo is Hiring

Open staff positions:

Web Editor (HTML familiarity required)
Associate News Editor
Associate Commentary Editor
Associate Features Editor

Applications are due no later than Wednesday, April 4, by 4 p.m. and can be picked up
from the Ka Leo newsroom at the steps of Campus Center. All staff members receive
stipends per issue worked on. Undergraduate applicants must be currently enrolled in at
least six credits and graduate students in at least four in the UH system. For more infor-
mation, e-mail editor@kaleo.org or call 956-7043.
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300 goes glamourously beyond the real

By Jennifer Chau
Ka Leo Staff Reporter

Blood, sex and near-naked men;
what more could a man want from a
movie? The new thriller“300”posted an
incredible $70.9 million box office earn-
ing just in its opening weekend alone.
This past weekend, it has been reported
to have earned $31.2 million. What is
alsoastounding about thisintakeis that
it only debuted in 3,103 theaters across
the nation during its opening week-
end, proving that good filmmaking will
attract an audience.

While there have been many cri-
tiques of the movie, | believe that the
statistics and the overwhelming praise
that it got vastly overrules the opposi-
tion. One thing to keep in mind about
the film is that it is based on Frank
Miller’s graphic novel of the Battle of
Thermopylae.

Thus it is neither a historical docu-
mentary nor a serious thought-provok-
ing film in search of an Oscar, but
rather a movie designed to emulate a
graphic novel immersed in cinematic
glory. With that note, one will see how
wonderfully amazing, provoking and
fun the film really is.

The story focuses on the Spartan
King Leonidas and his 300 Spartan
menwhovolunteeredtodefend Greece
againstthevastandinnumerablePersian
army. The Greek city-state of Sparta is

— 100 YEARS STRONG ——
Maerton's House

said to have fostered military men, and
trainedboysfromayoungageinthearts
of fighting. As the feisty Queen Gorgo
declared to a Persian emissary, “Only
Spartan women give birth to real men

After an oracle’s prophecy denied
King Leonidas the use of the Spartan
army to defend Greece, he circumvent-
ed the authorities by gathering up 300
willing men who had already produced
progeny,tomakeastandagainstXerxes,
the Persian emperor.

As King Leonidas declared, they
were fighting to remain free men. The
group decided on the strategic plan of
engaging the enemy at Thermopylae,
a narrow mountain pass where Xerxes
couldnotusehislargenumberoftroops
as an advantage. There, the Spartans
demonstrated their skill and bravery
throughoutthreedaysofbloodybattles.

As this is a loosely based adapta-
tion of a real tale, the acting quality is of
realimportance.Theactorsneededtobe
believable in their historical characters
and inspire an emotional response in
their audience. Gerard Butler superbly
headlined as King Leonidas. He has
already amassed a wealth of experience
portrayingapopularizedcharacterashis
resume lists Dracula, Attila the Hun, the
Phantom of the Opera and Beowulf as
some of his lead roles.

Butler put on an engaging per-
formance as the sensitive, thoughtful
and intelligent Leonidas. Lena Headey

By PATRICIA WILSON

1907

William Maerton’s house was the first of the college’s temporary build-

ings. It originally housed the Chinese Consulate. In 1912, when the college

moved to Manoa, the Maerton’s house was swallowed up by McKinley High
School and used as extra class space. The building was later demolished.

Photo courtesy of “Building a Rainbow” by Victor Kobayashi.

played his queen, Gorgo, to perfection.
Shedelightedwithhercomposedbeauty
and yet passionate desires.

DominicWestco-starredasthetrai-
torous Spartan Theron. David Wenham
makes a memorable performance as
Dilios. Fans of the Lord of the Rings
trilogy will remember him as Faramir.
Lost fans will be amazed at the transfor-
mation of Rodrigo Santoro, as he steps
away from the stranded character of
Paulointotheimpressive andintimidat-
ing figure of Xerxes.

The movie’s director, Zack
Snyder, needs to be given credit for
the epic creation he has wrought.
The backgrounds and special effects
were digitally created. The striking
imagesofthelandscapesandthe spe-
cial effects worked in favor of the
movie. Made to resemble Sin City’s
filming, the other Frank Miller film,
“300” overwhelmingly succeeds in
its endeavor as it contained a comic
book-like quality.

TheSpartanmen’sbodiesglistened
with detail whilethe suspenseful scenes
were shrouded with darkness. The vivid
red of the Spartan’s cloaks stood out
dramaticallyamidsttheblacknessofthe
Persian army. Even the violent scenes
were done in a way so it was not gory
butrathermajestic. Slow motionfilming
expertly increased the dramatic effect.

One of the most compelling aspects of
the film though is the choreography of
the fighting.

Sound was also used for dramatic
effect. Again, Snyder displayed ingenu-
ity with his usage of music. Theatrical
music played through many scenes. Yet
in battle scenes, rock music blared as
the Spartans advanced in their attacks.
In the beginning, the music may seem
overwhelmingly loud, but as the movie
progresses it blends into the film.

Overall, the movie 300 is larger
than life. The Spartans may have existed
inhistory,andtheBattleof Thermopylae
may have been a wondrous fight, but
Zach Snyder goes beyond the real and
producesaworld of glamorously heroic
charactersandamazinglychoreographed
scenes. While this may not appeal to
some people, it valiantly fulfills his
purpose of filming 300 to resemble a
graphic novel.

Besides the spectacular cinema-
tography, the film delves deeper as it
intriguestheviewertotakeamomentto
contemplate. As we watch the Spartans
fearlessly commit their whole beings to
protectingSpartaandGreece,itprompts
you to ask yourself, “What have you
done in your life that you dedicated all
of yourself in that effort? Do you fully
devote yourself to your relationships,
education or even your passions?”

Atale of the Battle
of Thermopylae,
“300” embodies the
Spartans' love for
battle.

COURTESY PHOTO

ROTTENTOMATOES.COM

Ithinkthat300isan outstanding
movie and | recommend any mov-
iegoer to experience its cinematic
beautyinthetheaters.Those whoare
going away for Spring Break may
also want to view it in an IMAX the-
ater if it is available. That is sure to be
an mind-blowing adventure.

The movie is rated R, but unless
you have a really weak stomach for
blood, sex and violence, | would say
that its still worth your time. It has
an appeal for everyone. Women, do
not be fooled by rumors of this being
just an action film. It is rife with sen-
suality that is not only male-oriented.
Good-lookingmenwithrock-hardabs
stride across the silver screen and
QueenGorgorepresentsamagnificent
female heroine.

A bittersweet love story between
King Leonidas and Queen Gorgo cre-
atesanotherunderlyingtheme.Menwiill
enjoytheactionandgraphicscenes.The
fight scenes are definitely unparalleled.
Astrongsense ofinspiring brotherhood
pervades the film. Even humor wiggles
its way in. When it was said that the
Persian army’s arrows would block out
the sun, the Spartans responded,“Then
we will fight in the shade”

Trailers for “300” can be found
at http://www.imdb.com, and it is now
playing in theaters nationwide.
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Does this prick bleed?

&l

By Casey Ishitani
Ka Leo Comics Editor

Seriously, why hasn't President
Bush been impeached yet? He's only
broken multiple laws and killed well
over a half million people, while trying
totipthebalance of the Legislativeand
Judiciary Branches in his favor, and
yet he's trotting into the recent contro-
versy with Attorney General Alberto
Gonzales (“Gonzo” to some) with the
coolandrelaxedattitude ofashowdog.
He is untouchable.

If you've been following the
news, nay, if you arent a complete
wastoid whowasmoreconcernedwith
manga, television and Nintendo Wii
than with things that happeninreality,
Gonzales has been puton the stand for
either firing or having federal prosecu-
torswhoareconsideredtobethreatsto
the GOP mainstay in Washington fired.
Of course, this latest scandal comes
hot on the heels of a cooling fiasco
dealing with the illegal wiretapping
of American citizens, something that
BushandGonzaleshavebeenadamant
to defend, to the point in which they

will create their own laws. Nevermind
that in doing so they've bypassed the
actual act of having a law passed with-
in the Legislative Branch, which is
like putting on a condom after hav-
ing sex (both achieve victory by any
means). Then again, they controlled
the Legislature a while ago, and now
with Nancy Pelosi going buck wild
(andwinningsupportacrosstheaisle),
the Bush-appointed and Gonzales-
controlledattorneyminionshadbetter
not make the GOP look bad.

While the obvious bias does pro-
vide amajorissuein terms of members
of the Judicial Branch being attacked
for impartial positions (including,
as it turns out, a few Republicans),
Gonzales, Karl “Marshmallow Man”
Rove and Harriet “Evil Betty Crocker”
Miers — whose lottery must have been
run like the one in a Shirley Jackson
story —insist that the prosecutors were
dropped for ... well, they insist that
it's an “overblown, personal matter,
or that they were dropped for lack of
performance skills in the courtroom.

Sure. One could believe that if
they bashed their head against a rigid
wall for a few years until their brains
had become a festering cesspool of
wasted synapses (some would call that
religion). But, if you were to look
at Attorney Carol Lam’s successful
andquitesexyhigh-profileobliteration
of Republican Congressman Randall
“Duke” Cunningham, (in which the
big tough guy who once said that

Democrats should be lined up and
shot was indicted for accepting bribes
totaling $2.4 million as well as a little
ditty called “tax evasion” and reduced
toablubberingmessonnationaltelevi-
sion), and realize that Ms. Lam was one
of the prosecutors fired by Gonzales
... ehh ... scandal? Is there a possible
scandal concerning her performance
which has been counterproductive
towardtheGOP constituencyoutinthe
wild, wild liberal Jew West? Is Dick
Cheneyacyborgfueled by thescreams
of children, sent from the future to
destroyhumanityandimpregnatethe
Earth with Cheney-bots who make
sure that the only people allowed to
be gay are his daughter and General
Peter Pace?

President Bush is weighing in
his support for Gonzales now, saying
to the attorneys that he putin place,
“| appreciated their service and I'm
sorry that the situation has gotten to
where it got. But that’s Washington,
D.C. for you. You know, there’s a lot
of politics in this town.” As opposed
to the idyllic vision of a political-
ly devoid Washington, D.C. many
Americans fancy.

The mechanics are in place.
Partisan control of the Judicial Branch
to change laws that tend to fit the
norms of higher income individuals
— most of which are overwhelmingly
white, Christian males. Tax breaks for
said higher income individuals, highly
misrepresentative of the majority of

Editorial
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the nation. Poorly orchestrated wars
against prefecturesin which we've had
ahand in creating with despotic crimi-
nals as our appointed leaders, despite
our leaders’many disputes toward the
contrary. Throw on a red coat and
you've got sodding colonial Britain. |
mean, we already despise the French.

Bush’s appointees misusing
power to make the illegal wiretap-
pings legal. Bush’s appointees firing
attorneys who provide evidence con-
trarytotheadministration’ssetagenda.
Bush's appointees fired for doing their
job. Usually, in any decent tyranny, a
leader would have been assassinated
for exhibiting such disdain for the suf-
fering of their people.Was it not Caesar
who got shafted by his Senators for
unscrupulous behavior? Not that vio-
lence is the answer, but will someone

at least slap a wrist? It is as if we are
all scared of speaking up to the guy,
like we're waiting for frogs, fireballs
and Chuck Norris to fall on the White
House and smite the bad guy.

But, divine intervention
won't come (besides, Chuck’s a
Repubilican). It should only take the
human mind with the fundamentals
of human rights in mind to defeat
him. Then again, we do live in a
country that relies heavily on a flag,
a Bible and a Capra-esque fantasy
scenario to pull us out of the depths
of this miserable political situation
that we all find ourselves in as we are
tooshocked andtooawed by theego
of our leader to do anything. Then
again, if Bush does recognize himself
asahumanbeing,andmerelyhuman,
what does he think of the rest of us?

Letterstothe

Do something about your haole guilt

Lemme get this straight, Justin:
You're wracked with “Haole Guilt”
because your lifestyle choices serve
to further oppress an already-occu-
pied nation.

Youd rather indulge your guiltand
grumble about the military-industrial-
complex on the flight back to the main-
land than stay and make things better.

Damn, dude.

If your plan was to infuriate me,
mission accomplished.

In the first place, it's not all that
sexy to wallow in what you call (in capi-
tal letters, no less) your “Haole Guilt”
In the second place, it's pretty lousy to
claim that the only way to eat, be shel-
tered and make a living is to sell your
soul to the military-industrial-complex.

You don't buy that shit, so why try
to sell it?

You're not the only person on this
islandwhodoesn'twanttofeedthetour-
ism machine. And you're probably not
the only one who gets a little unnerved
bytheideaof underground nuclearwar-

heads.You're nottheonlyonewhohates
paying crazy-inflated prices for food,
who secretly dreams about fight-club-
bing all of Waikiki, who feels residual
guilt for an invasion you weren't alive to
oppose.It's notjust you here, Justin,and
that'sprobablythemostimportantthing
you need to remember.

It's not just you.

You complain about how hard
things are for you: how you don't have
the means to live differently, how your
“Haole Guilt” plagues you, yet you
conclude by suggesting that “we kick
out the military and tourism industry”
and “we ... grow our own food” You
don't get the privilege of speaking in
the first-person-plural if you're already
halfway out the door.

And for the record, your lifestyle
won'‘tmagicallybecomelessdestructive
simply because you've moved it to the
mainland. Nor will the military-indus-
trial-complex shedtearsifyouand every
other disaffected progressive thinker
flees the island. You're talking about
escape, man, and escapism smacks of

hopelessness, or irresponsibility.

You say you feel guilty for the dam-
age done to this kingdom, but if you're
as liable for the damage as you say, then
you're also responsible for the repair. It's
like Colin Powell’s Pottery Barn advice
to the President on the eve of the Iraq
War:“You break it, you bought it

Don'ttellmethatthe world needs
changing and in the same breath say
that it's not in your power to fix it. If
you really believe in human agency, if
you really love this place, you'll hang
around. Maybe you're right. Maybe
neither you nor | have the means to
alter the status quo. But we have the
means, and to claim otherwise is to
undercut the project.

Don't waste my time and your
energy with this “Haole Guilt" There
are betterthingsto be doinginyourfinal
days here.

Matt Munkacsy

Recent Drop-Out, George Washington
University

Current Employee at UH

Ka Leo O Hawai'i welcomes letters to the edi-
tor on any subject. Letters are given priority on the
basis of importance to the University of Hawai'i at
Manoa system and its surrounding communities.

All letters must be accompanied by the

author’s true name, e-mail address, daytime
telephone number and affiliation with Manoa.
Authors are subject to being contacted by the
Ka Leo staff. Letters should address a single
subject and should be no longer than 500

Guards against HPV will not
promote promiscuity

In the commentary article
“Gardasil vaccine may promote
female promiscuity” (3/21/07) the
writer, Andrew Miller, brought up
both sides to this story. | agree
with him that it is “a matter of
life and death.” | cannot imag-
ine why a parent or a commu-
nity would want to restrict the use
of Gardasil. Everyone has seen
the commercials for this vaccine
againstthehuman papillomavirus,
a virus with strains that can cause
cancer. Also, most people who are
infected with HPV do not know
theyareinfected orshowno symp-
toms. The CDC Web site said, “at
least 80 percent of women will
have acquired genital HPV infec-
tion.” | personally would like to
take as many measures to prevent
any type of cancer.

As for the comment that
it will increase promiscuity, it's

absurd. Just because this protects
women from four strains of HPV,
an STD, it still doesn’t protect us
from the many other STDs and
the other strains still out there. |
also do not recall HPV as a highly
communicated STD. When most
people think of STDs, AIDS, geni-
tal warts and herpes are the more
common ones that come to mind.
Some women will find abstinence
as their way to prevent this dis-
ease. However, this doesn’t pro-
tect them from their partner or
spouse’s previous relationships.
As stated earlieritis hard to detect
and they may not know they're
infected. Another problem | have
is, why should STDs be the reason
for parents to scare their children
from having sex? Shouldn't it be
from the morals that they instill
in them?

Traci Hamamoto
Senior
Biology
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Dear Wala‘au,

My ex-boyfriend cheated on me with a 16-year-old. I
dumped that chump as soon as I found out about what he
did, let me tell you. I ain’t having none of that. I don’t talk
to him no more, and he’s out of my life for good. I know
that much. But I don’t know what else I should do. I know
it’s legal in this state to have sex with a 16-year-old (and
trust me, that little whore consented to it), but should I
report him to someone else? Should I tell his parents or

his teachers®

You see, he’s a senior in the secondary education pro-
gram here at UH, so I know that he’s going to be working
with vulnerable teenage girls in the future. This scares
me. What do you think is best? Should I just leave it

alone, or what?

Signed,

Sweet Sixteen Revenge

by Larissa Eisenstein
Ka Leo Staff Writer

Dear Sweet Sixteen,

Ugh.What a dirty, cheating perv.
Were | in your shoes, Id have the
same sweet dreams of revenge. But
that’s where such thoughts should
remain - in your dreams. Although
the guy’s a skeeze, he's not doing any-
thing illegal, and as a college student,
he's not yet guilty of crossing any
teacher-studentboundaries. Asmuch
as you'd like to do the world a favor
by issuing a pre-emptive Amber Alert
for all of today’s newborns that your
ex will one day be romancing in his
40s, you really just need to let it go.
Admit to yourself that your motiva-
tion for wanting to tell parents and
teachers about this guy’s spring fling
is more out of a desire to hurt your ex
thanto protectthe”little whore”or her

“vulnerable” teen counterparts.

Contrary to popular belief,
revenge is not sweet. If you try to
even the score on your own, it will
come back to haunt you. Let karma
take care of this loser. In the mean-
time, take care of yourself. Pay atten-
tion to the wise words of James
Baldwin: “People pay for what they
do, and still more, for what they have
allowed themselves to become. And
they pay for it simply: by the lives
they lead.” Basically, our lives are the
sum of its parts. If your ex continues
tocheatandslutitup with pubescent
nitwits, he will one day pay the price
plus interest, taxes and closing fees.
Leave him to it.

This guy may not be the last
to leave you for a younger woman.
Reality is often unpleasant, imperfect
and cliché like that. But you don't
need to be. Learn from another of
life's clichés: If you let the bitter seeds
others sow grow on your soil, you'll
have only bitterness to reap. Don't
turn into a bitter old biddy by making
a habit of exacting your own revenge
—even in the guise of doing the world
a favor. Take the high road, learn your
lessons and date fewer losers.

Good luck.

M

By Blaine Tolentino
Ka Leo Staff Writer

Dear Sweet Sixteen,

| thought about your situa-
tion for more than a few days. |
thought this over in as many ways
as | could muster, trying to cre-
ate a name for your perception of
the situation. It's a tricky thing
because it takes a bit of thought to
figureoutwhetherornottheintent
of a concerned soul is always for
the best. The good news is that
| came up with one. It's “triflin’
bitch.” Yes, you're a triflin’ bitch.

I'm going to go ahead and
assume you and this philandering
young man had beentogether afair-
ly substantial amount of time before
he cheated on you. I'm also going
to go ahead and assume that you
weren't living together, but you had
handed over some emotionally sig-
nificant information over the dura-
tion of your relationship as is the
nature of intimacy. I'm assuming all
of this because you're haggling with
the dos and don'ts of this man'’s life
as if you have anything to do with it.
You don't. At least not anymore.

It doesn’t matter that he'’s a
senior in the Secondary Education
program.ltdoesn’tmatterthatthere
is a chance he will come in con-

tact with 16-year-old girls in pink
American Apparel hot pants, for
example.Whatmattersisthatyoube
rid of a person that would disregard
your dignity and stance in his life
for the chance to lay some tramp. (|
hope that makes up for calling you a
triflin’ bitch.)

He is none of your business. He
is @ man who did not respect you
enough to be honest about his feel-
ingsand/orhormones.He, like many
men, went for something younger
- and probably cuter - than you,
because that is the nature of men.
That is the nature of every person.

What | would do if | were you
is ask myself what it is that drove
him to a 16-year-old girl. This may
help you with movement toward
some sort of closure. If you're not
putting out, for one, then it's as
simple as coming to terms with the
fact that your value systems are
not riding in tandem. You may also
ask yourself if your behavior is sti-
fling, mummy dearest? At least that
would explain his reach into the
land of underage lust.

I suggestthatyou drop the con-
cern.You're not going to resolve any
of your problems by nitpicking on a
future that you will not be involved
in. There is the off chance that he
will beg you to take him back and
you will concede to his charming
tilt of head and you will run off into
the poppy fields of glorious love and
monogamous paranoia. But | doubt
there’s any chance of that seeing as
you've begun to impale your own
good nature with careforthe anony-
mous 16-year-oldsfrolickingaround
in his future. Give it a rest.
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UH club offers nostalgic experience

By John Lucynski
Ka Leo Contributing Writer

“The body may die but the soul
lives on,” a fitting motto for the new
quirky, close-knit organization known
as S.O.UL, or, Sports Otherwise
Unorganized Liaisons. Despite beingin
existence for only a few months, it has
wasted little time in establishing itself
by hosting a variety of events. With a
dearth ofactivitiesavailable on campus
after school hours, S.O.U.L. fills a void
for those students who are looking to
getmoreinvolved orwhowantto meet
new people.

Chris Mohrfeld epitomized the
attitude of S.O.UL. by simply stating,
“I'm just out to have a good time”

After spending a lazy Friday after-
noon with the members of S.OU.L,
| can see where he was coming from,
as there are few things in life that can
compare togetting togetherwithafew
friends to recreate those fun pick-up
games of your youth. Games like these
are able to transport you back to a
simpler time in life where the biggest
worry is what flavor Otter Pop to eat at
thehalftime ofafootballgame, because
honestly, it is the simple pleasures that
make life worth living.

As an independent, student run
organization, S.O.UL’s forte lies in
the realm of obscure sports. In fact,
you might have already seen them on
campusastheyhostedahighlysuccess-
ful dodgeball tournament earlierin the
semester.

President Nate Serota explained,

“We play a lot of obscure sports like
dodgeballandkickballbecausethoseare
the best sporting events I've played”

However, not all sports that
S.O.UL. participates in are obscure. For
example, this past Friday on Bachman
lawn a modified Powderpuff football
game was on display.

Like all S.O.U.L. events anybody
is welcome to play and new members
are quickly integrated into the game.
After captains were chosen using the
infallible rock-paper-scissors method,
teams took to the field. It was an excit-
ing and action-packed game as each
team’s defense led the way with many
interceptions.

What | found fascinating, how-
ever, was the level of camaraderie and
dedication that is rarely seen in a pick-
up game of football. This was shown
around halftimeasatypicalmiddayrain
drove the pedestrians walking around
the perimeter of Bachman lawn to hide
under the relative cover of a tree or bus
stop. Despite the change in weather
conditions, the members of S.O.UL.
were seemingly oblivious and contin-
ued to play in the muddy conditions
without second thoughts.

One aspect that differentiates
S.O.UL. from many other organiza-
tions on campus is that it is very inclu-
sive. In fact, membership is open to
any student, even to those unfortunate
oneswhodon'tattend the University of
Hawai'i at Manoa. The only stipulation
is that you must be 18.

Through the dedication of a core
group of members and through word

of mouth and innovative advertising,
S.O.UL. has grown from a core group
of officers to having an e-mail list of
around 160 people.

Even with such rapid expansion,
the core ideals have not been diluted.
Having fun, whatever that may entail,
isalwayspresent.Evenmundanethings
like officer titles are reinvented by
S.O.U.L. For example, the title “execu-
tiveproducer"waseloquentlyexplained
to me by a fellow member as the “arms
and legs of the organization.”

Collegeis a time for introspection,
self-discovery and above all, a time to
have fun. What makes S.O.U.L. special
isthatitembodiesthewayunorganized
sports should be played and allows
you to relive those special moments in
childhood whereallyourworrieswould
melt away in the warm summer sun.

Fromdodgeballtournamentsand
kickball, to pick-up games of basketball
and flag football, or maybe even a laid
back barbecue, you are sure to find an
activity that tickles your fancy.

A small reason for the popularity
of the group stems from the nostalgic
feeling you experience when you are
able to relive those simple pleasures in
life that come with playing football in
therainorbeingapartofanepicdodge-
balltournament.Andhonestly,isn’tthat
what life is all about?

ABOVE: A red defender goes after the yel-
low quarterback during the Powderpuff flag
football game at Bachman Lawn on Friday,
March 16.

LEFT: President of S.0.U.L., Nate Serota,
leads a huddle during the Powderpuff game
on Friday.

FAR LEFT: A yellow player tries to evade

as a red palyer grabs for her flag. S.0.U.L.
organized games that are open for anyone to
participate in.

JORDAN MURPH
Ka LEo O HAwAr'



