


2ND LEVEL 
VIEW FROM DINING AREA LOKING REARWARD TOWARD KITCHEN

2ND LEVEL 
REAR DECK SPACE WITH GREEN OVERHEAD DOOR LEADING INTO KITCHEN; 
AIRWELL BEHIND SPIRAL STAIRCASE

2ND LEVEL 
VIEW FROM KITCHEN LOOKING FORWARD TOWARD DINING; 
GREEN OVERHEAD DOOR LEADS TO DECK
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3RD LEVEL 
VIEW FROM ATRIUM WITH BRIDGEWAY AND AIRWELL ON RIGHT; DEN IN MID-GROUND AND 
LIBRARY IN BACKGROUND

3RD LEVEL 
VIEW FROM LIBRARY WITH DEN ON RIGHT; STAIRWAY ON IMMEDIATE LEFT; AIRWELL AT 
LEFT REAR

DEN 
DEN IN FOREGROUND WITH 
AIRWELL AT FAR LEFT, 
BRIDGEWAY IN MIDDLE; 
ATRIUM AT RIGHT

MASTER 
VIEW FROM DECK LOOKING 
INWARD AT MASTER BEDROOM
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AERIAL: 
VIEW FROM THE NORTH (MAUKA) LOOKING SOUTH (MAKAI) WITH GENERAL GROWTH 
PROPERTIES’ PROPOSED MIXED-USE URBAN VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT IN PURPLE

AERIAL: 
VIEW FROM THE SOUTHEAST LOOKING NORTHWEST TOWARD EWA DIRECTION; SHOP-
HOUSE DEVELOPMENT FORMS A MEDIUM DENSITY BUFFER ZONE BETWEEN THE HIGH-
DENSITY FUTURE GGP DEVELOPMENT AND THE DOWNTOWN-CIVIC ARENA

AERIAL: 
ORANGE ZONE REPRESENTS THE PRIMARY SHOPHOUSE DEVELOPMENT ALONG QUEEN 
STREET IN CENTRAL KAKAAKO BETWEEN COOKE STREET (WEST) AND WARD AVENUE (EAST). 
SHOPHOUSE DEVELOPMENT SPAN FROM WARD TO COOKE IS NEARLY 1200’ LONG AND 
ACCOMMODATES A TOTAL OF 172 SHOPHOUSES WITH A PLAZA AT MID-BLOCK ON QUEEN
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SIDEWALK 
VIEW FROM KAMANI STREET LOOKING WESTWARD AT THE INTERSECTION OF QUEEN AND 
KAMANI; MODEL-A SHOPHOUSE IS ON LEFT AND MODEL-B SHOPHOUSE IS ADJACENT TO 
THE RIGHT

SIDEWALK 
QUEEN AND KAMANI TRAFFIC INTERSECTION; LOOKING DOWN QUEEN STREET TOWARD 
COOKE STREET

SIDEWALK 
VIEW DOWN THE MIDDLE OF QUEEN STREET LOOKING TOWARD COOKE STREET AND 
KEOLA LAI TOWER IN THE BACKGROUND
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EIGHT-FOOT WAY 
WALKING EAST UNDER THE SHELTER OF THE PEDESTRIAN-ORIENTED EIGHT-FOOT WAY

EIGHT-FOOT WAY 
WAITING OUTSIDE A SHOPHOUSE BUSINESS WHILE SHADED IN THE EIGHT-FOOT WAY

SIDEWALK 
LOOKING WESTWARD DOWN THE SHOP-
HOUSE LINED QUEEN STREET 

SIDEWALK 
LOOKING EASTTWARD DOWN THE SHOP-
HOUSE LINED QUEEN STREET WITH GGP 
DEVELOPMENT (PURPLE) 
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WORK SPACE INTERIOR-EXTERIOR 
LOOKING OUT TOWARD THE CORNER OF QUEEN STREET AND KAMANI STREET FROM THE 
GROUND LEVEL WORKSPACE

REAR ALLEY 
LOOKING OUT TOWARD THE PATIO, GARAGE, 
AND REAR ALLEY FROM THE AIRWELL 

LIVE SPACE INTERIOR-EXTERIOR 
LOOKING DOWNWARD AT QUEEN STREET FROM THE SECOND LEVEL LIVING SPACE

REAR ALLEY 
LOOKING WESTWARD AT A NEIGHBORHOOD 
PARTY TAKING PLACE IN THE REAR ALLEY 
BETWEEN THE ROW OF SHOPHOUSES
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11.7 - Conclusion >

The DArch project provides a platform to validate the need for live-work spaces in urban 

Honolulu. The integration of shophouse-like structures into an environment such as 

Kakaako can bolster the urban fabric of Honolulu. The current deficiency of multi-use 

structures such as the shophouse have been detrimental to small business owners, en-

trepreneurial individuals, and the community at large. The intent of the design proposal is 

to address the legitimacy of how Kakaako, an urban community that is currently under-

going tremendous change, can implement live-work spaces as a viable architectural and 

urban design solution for its growing population.    

For live-work to succeed, private and public entities throughout Honolulu must better 

embrace and promote true live-work structures like the shophouse. Live-work spaces 

promote a multitude of benefits that appeal to a diversity of lifestyles. The evidence is in 

the continuing prosperity of the shophouse in Southeast Asia (SE Asia) and small shop-

keeperesque building types throughout the world. The vast demographic of individuals 

who utilize a shophouse as a place they call home and work or as a place to purchase a 

service or merchandise will continue to exist. 

The five defining characteristics embraced by the shophouse have allowed the live-work 

structure to remain relevant throughout centuries of existence. 

	 Five Defining Characteristics of the SE Asian Shophouse:

		  · Building to City Block-Neighborhood

		  · Building to Street

		  · Public to Private

		  · Living to Working

		  · Indoor to Outdoor 
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The research document and design proposal illustrates how the shophouse can initiate 

the transformation to help individuals pursue an enhanced quality of life. From the pe-

destrian-oriented nature to the live-work-play concept to the sense of place perception, 

the live-work shophouse is an ideal building type that rings true the realization of these  

notions. 

The shophouse embraces its role of being a highly flexible and responsive archetype 

formatted for the live-work lifestyle. The basis of a living space directly above a work-

ing space makes unequivocal sense for a myriad of individuals. However, the people of 

Honolulu seldomly have the opportunity to practice a live-work lifestyle which is exactly 

what the design proposal is intent on revealing – live-work spaces need to be integrated 

in certain areas such as Queen Street in Central Kakaako. 

The efficiency of how responsive a shophouse can be to its owner and user needs con-

trasted against a regular single-family home or office building is incomparable. Live-work 

structures like the shophouse should be looked upon in greater detail as a type of archi-

tecture and urban design solution for specific mixed-use locations. Although the major-

ity of development in Kakaako is leaning toward high density towers with the General 

Growth Properties urban village in the east and Downtown Honolulu in the west (and 

possibly between two proposed transit stops), the development of a row of shophouses 

along Queen Street can be the perfect medium density complement as a relief between 

densities needs to occur to prevent a fortress of skyscrapers lining the South Shore of 

Honolulu.    

The goal of this DArch project is to stir an interest in tapping the currently unrealized 

potential of what a building type like the shophouse can offer Honolulu in the form of a 

space that cohesively melds living and working uses under a single roof. The utility of 
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preventing urban sprawl while exercising New Urbanist principles would be foolish to 

ignore and not pursue.  

In essence, what the DArch Research Document and Design Proposal boils down to is 

providing the people of Hawaii with diverse alternatives pertaining to the type of lifestyle 

each person wants to live.     
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