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The Pacific Islands Forum (PIF)’s 2050 
Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent lays 
out the region’s long-term approach for 
regional cooperation, which aims to 
“maintain environmental integrity and drive 
sustainable economic prosperity and 
development for all Pacific peoples.”1 
Cooperation between the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the 
PIF provides a significant opportunity for 
region-specific knowledge sharing, technical 
support, and joint initiatives to support this 
strategy.  

On September 4, 2023, ASEAN and the PIF 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) committing the two regional 
organizations to increased collaboration on 
shared priority issues.2 The MoU explicates 
potential cooperation on maritime issues, 
regional connectivity, sustainable 
development, and economic partnerships. 
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More specifically, the PIF and ASEAN aim to 
collaborate on implementing the “blue 
economy,” a framework promoting 
sustainable use of oceans and inland water 
resources, people-to-people exchanges, 
disaster risk reduction, humanitarian 
assistance, and growing digital and green 
economies across the Indo-Pacific.3 

Climate Change and Disasters 

Disaster management is a critical concern for 
Southeast Asia and the Pacific Islands. Both 
regions are highly climate-vulnerable and 
disaster-prone, experiencing increasingly 
frequent typhoons, hurricanes, flooding, 
earthquakes, and droughts.4 Four Pacific 
Island Countries and Territories (PICTs): 
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tonga, 
and Vanuatu, and three ASEAN member 
states: Philippines, Brunei Darussalam, and 
Cambodia, ranked in the world’s top ten 
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countries for disaster risk in 2010.5 The PIF’s 
2050 Strategy consequently names climate 
change and disasters as one of ten priority 
areas, outlining goals to increase regional 
cooperation to improve resilience and 
disaster risk reduction mechanisms. Both 
regions stand to benefit from ASEAN’s 
successful coordination on disaster 
management and technical and financial 
capacity, as well as PICTs’ multi-stakeholder 
model to address climate-related risks.6 

ASEAN brings specific expertise in member 
state coordination via the ASEAN Agreement 
on Disaster Management and Emergency 
Response (AADMER) and long-standing 
ASEAN Coordinating Centre for 
Humanitarian Assistance on Disaster 
Management (AHA Centre). The Centre 
leads on natural disaster monitoring and 
relief coordination, with experience 
deploying emergency responders, medical 
personnel, and large flows of international 
assistance, and providing first-responder 
training.7 Given the MoU’s stated promise of 
cooperation on people-to-people exchange 
and disaster risk reduction, ASEAN should 
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prioritize extending disaster management 
training opportunities to PICTs. Under the 
AHA Centre, ASEAN hosts various courses 
training executive leaders and disaster 
management professionals on disaster 
management tools and regional coordination 
mechanisms.8  

The Pacific Islands’ Framework for Resilient 
Development in the Pacific provides a strong 
model for an integrated response to climate 
impacts and disaster risks.9 The framework 
also advances a model for multi-stakeholder 
engagement which supports information 
sharing and subsequent resource 
management.10 Increased cooperation with 
PICTs will benefit ASEAN member states as 
they expand their efforts towards a more 
integrated approach to disaster risk 
reduction. 

Blue Economy 

The “blue economy” framework reflects the 
need to protect ocean systems via the 
“sustainable, resilient, and inclusive use, 
governance, management, and conservation 
of oceans, seas, as well as marine and coastal 
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resources and ecosystems,” while also 
prioritizing economic growth. The 
framework guides the PIF’s 2050 Strategy 
and ASEAN’s Blue Economy Framework.11 

Various joint initiatives have focused on 
priority issues under the umbrella of blue 
economic partnerships since the MoU was 
signed. In May 2024, the ASEAN-Australia 
Indo-Pacific Workshop on the Use of 
Technology for Sustainable Aquaculture 
hosted attendees from ASEAN member 
countries and various PICTs.12 The 
workshop, hosted in Indonesia, highlighted 
the role of aquaculture in advancing food 
security, economic growth, and 
sustainability. Further, the Singapore-Pacific 
Resilience and Knowledge Sharing 
(SPARKS) package aims to support the PIF’s 
capacity-building goals under its 2050 
Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent, with 
planned courses in climate resilience, 
cybersecurity, and international law. The 
package launched in November 2023 during 
the 52nd PIF Leaders Meeting, Singapore’s 
first meeting as a Dialogue Partner.13 

ASEAN and the PIF can further collaborate 
on focus areas under the greater blue 
economy umbrella such as food security, 
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sustainability, and the digital economy. Joint 
initiatives which prioritize knowledge 
sharing around best practices for maritime 
resource development will support the 
MoU’s goals to expand people-to-people 
exchanges and increase regional connectivity 
on blue economic projects. 

Regional Renewable Energy 
Transitions 

Both ASEAN and the Pacific Islands have set 
ambitious renewable energy (RE) targets 
and host large RE potential but face 
challenges in implementing clean, resilient 
power systems.14 Potential points for 
cooperation include improving energy 
efficiency, securing adequate financing, and 
strengthening technical capacity.15 ASEAN 
and the Pacific’s successful renewable 
deployment over the last decade, particularly 
solar energy projects, provides an 
opportunity for increased cooperation on 
knowledge sharing and technical assistance 
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initiatives.16 PICTs are increasingly looking 
to solar to meet their respective goals for 
energy access, utilize the region’s large solar 
potential, and move away from imported 
fuels towards energy self-sufficiency. 
However, RE expansion will require massive 
financial investments from private and 
public sectors and overseas development aid. 
ASEAN and the Pacific Islands are short of 
the necessary investments in their respective 
RE sectors and will benefit from 
collaboration on innovative financing 
approaches.17 Given both regions are highly 
disaster-prone, cooperation on strategies to 
harmonize risk requirement standards will 
be particularly beneficial.18 

To achieve energy security in the Pacific, the 
PIF’s 2050 Strategy calls for energy 
efficiency improvements and more resilient 
energy systems. While most PICTs have 
committed to targets for RE electricity 
production, energy efficiency targets have 
received less attention.19 Cooperation with 
ASEAN will thus benefit from member 
states' focus on energy efficiency. Malaysia 
and Thailand lead the region in initiating 
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innovative financial instruments and 
specialized financial models for energy 
efficiency.20 

Challenges for Cooperation 

While the ASEAN-PIF MoU provides some 
guidance for continued regional cooperation 
on numerous target issues and makes clear 
ASEAN and the PIF’s commitment to a more 
integrated Indo-Pacific, challenges persist. 
Regional cooperation on infrastructure 
development and disaster management 
requires aligning diverse priorities and 
mobilizing large amounts of financial and 
technical resources. To accompany the 
existing MoU, which notes larger spheres for 
cooperation, ASEAN and the PIF should 
prioritize a joint implementation plan, 
building upon the PIF’s existing 2050 
Strategy Implementation Plan 2023-2030, 
to articulate specific goals and strategies 
which align with member interests and 
collaboratively address gaps in financing and 
capacity for sustainable development.  


