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experiences they present, the fact 
remains that each story was transfor-
mative in itself. Living Kinship in the 
Pacific offers an important and unique 
way of understanding the region and 
its communities through its sharp 
conceptualization of the often vast and 
layered worlds of kinship. Exploring 
these worlds through clear case stud-
ies offers readers a largely accessible 
pathway into the complexities and 
nuances of kinship and surrounding 
issues. This volume proves a valuable 
addition to resources for students 
of Pacific studies and, more specifi-
cally, for both aspiring and seasoned 
researchers heading into the region to 
engage with communities and their 
stories. Most importantly, this volume 
serves as a reminder of the kinship 
we each hold to this place we call the 
Pacific.

lorenzo pule finau-cruz
University of Hawai‘i–Mānoa

* * *

Grappling with the Bomb: Britain’s 
Pacific H-Bomb Tests, by Nic 
Maclellan. Canberra: anu Press, 
2017. isbn paper 9781760461379; 
isbn e-book 9781760461386; xxiv + 
383 pages, timeline, glossary, notes, 
bibliography, index. Paper, us$37.46; 
e-book, free download.

Nic Maclellan’s Grappling with the 
Bomb: Britain’s Pacific H-Bomb Tests 
explores the little-known history of 
Britain’s nuclear testing program on 
Malden and Kirimati (Christmas) 
Islands in the late 1950s in what was 
then the British-controlled Gilbert 
and Ellice Islands Colony and is now 
the independent nation of Kiribati. 

The book title is a play on Operation 
Grapple, codename for the British 
military operation that involved nine 
nuclear tests between May 1957 
and September 1958 and exposed 
i-Kiribati (Gilbertese) laborers and 
civilians, Fijian soldiers, Māori and 
nonindigenous New Zealanders, 
British service members, and others to 
dangerous levels of radiation despite 
British claims to the contrary. In 
approximately 350 pages, the book 
brings together previously published 
work and new archival research and 
interviews with governmental officials, 
survivors, and family members to 
paint a multiperspective account of 
British nuclear testing, the health 
implications for those involved, and 
the lengths the British government 
has gone to since the 1950s to deny 
any causal links between the two. 
Maclellan’s work is impressive not 
only for its attention to the impacts of 
British nuclear testing on the lives of 
Indigenous Pacific Islanders and their 
families but also for what it reveals 
about nuclear testing within the larger 
context of Western imperialism, Cold 
War geopolitics, decolonization, and 
antinuclear activism. 

Grappling with the Bomb is orga-
nized into twenty-two brief chapters, 
each focused on the connections of 
one or more individuals to British 
nuclear testing in Kiribati. Chapters 
one to three use British Prime Minister 
Sir Winston Churchill, Marshallese 
nuclear survivors Lemeyo Abo and 
Rinok Riklon, and Japanese fisherman 
Matashichi Oishi to consider how the 
US-Soviet nuclear arms race, US test-
ing in the Marshall Islands, Britain’s 
desire to develop nuclear weapons in 
the face of US secrecy, and interna-



628� the contemporary pacific • 32:2 (2020)

tional antinuclear protest movements 
led Britain to develop and test its own 
nuclear arsenal, first in Australia and 
later in Kiribati. The chapters reveal 
how much British and American offi-
cials and their allies knew about the 
health and environmental impacts of 
and growing international opposition 
to nuclear testing in the region—and 
their decisions to proceed nonethe-
less. Chapters four to six consider 
the different yet related efforts of 
British Task Force Commander 
Wilfred Oulton, who oversaw the 
establishment of the test site and sup-
port facilities and the deployment of 
troops; James Burns of the Australia-
based Burns Philp & Company, who 
opposed the tests for their potential 
effects on his company’s coconut plan-
tations; and Harold Steele, a British 
pacifist whose unfulfilled dream of 
sailing a boat directly into the Kiribati 
test zone area inspired a generation of 
antinuclear activists. Together, these 
initial chapters reveal that, despite US 
and British efforts to deny the human 
and environmental impacts of nuclear 
testing, individuals and communi-
ties in the Pacific Islands, Britain, the 
United States, and beyond knew the 
dangers of nuclear testing and were 
willing to employ a variety of methods 
and forums to voice their opposition.

The remaining chapters spotlight 
individuals whose experiences are 
representative of a number of groups 
whose lives have been impacted by 
British nuclear testing and who have 
led efforts to gain recognition and 
compensation for their contribu-
tions. Among these are Fijian enlisted 
men and civilians Ratu Inoke Baini-
marama, Paul Ah Poy, Ratu Penaia 
Ganilau, Isireli Qalo, Josefa Vueti, Pita 

Rokoratu, and Josaia Voreqe Bainima-
rama. These and other men went to 
Kiribati as part of the Fiji Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve (frnvr), the Royal 
Fiji Military Forces, or in some other 
capacity and in many cases had no 
prior knowledge of the potential for 
exposure to dangerous levels of radia-
tion during and after the nuclear tests. 
Several report that they wore scant 
or no protective clothing despite their 
close proximity to the tests and direct 
involvement in cleanup efforts and 
have since faced illnesses and fertility 
issues similar to those experienced by 
Marshall Islanders and other nuclear 
survivors. Chapter twenty-one looks 
at the efforts of Pita Rokoratu and 
members of the Fiji Nuclear Veterans 
Association to sue the British govern-
ment for compensation for injuries 
and illnesses suffered as the result of 
exposure to radiation. While these 
efforts were ultimately unsuccess-
ful, Chapter twenty-two highlights 
Aotearoa/New Zealand’s 1998 move 
to extend war pensions to Operation 
Grapple veterans from New Zealand 
and their children and the Fiji gov-
ernment’s 2015 allocation of f$2.95 
million (us$1.35 million) to the 
Ministry of Defence to award payouts 
to Operation Grapple veterans, their 
widows, and children.

Chapters sixteen and seventeen 
explore the consequences of Opera-
tion Grapple for i-Kiribati enlisted 
men and residents of Kirimati Island 
through the experiences of Tekoti 
Rotan, a Banaban member of the 
frnvr, and Sui Kiritome of Tarawa. 
While Rotan went to Kirimati with the 
frnvr, hundreds of i-Kiribati lived 
and worked as plantation workers on 
the island at the time of the tests and 
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were recruited by the British military 
as general laborers for Grapple opera-
tions. Sui Kiritome accompanied her 
husband to Kirimati for his work as 
an interpreter and bore two children 
there. Rotan and Kiritome both recall 
witnessing at least one nuclear test 
with minimal or no protective gear, 
and Kiritome remembers a cloud of 
black mist falling down on her soon 
after the 4 November 1957 Grapple 
Y test. While “many i-Kiribati women 
living on Christmas Island at the time 
of the tests have reported effects on 
their children,” no studies have been 
conducted to determine these effects. 
Unlike survivors in Fiji, i-Kiribati 
have not been able to secure offi-
cial recognition for their contribu-
tions to the British nuclear program 
or compensation for its enduring 
reverberations (256).

Other chapters examine the experi-
ences of British and New Zealander 
participants including the British 
Women’s Volunteer Service, Royal 
New Zealand Air Force pilots charged 
with radiation monitoring, Royal 
New Zealand Navy sailors aboard the 
hmnzs Pukaki and hmnzs Rotoiti 
responsible for weather monitoring 
and other support duties, and Royal 
Air Force pilots who flew planes that 
dropped the bombs and remained 
inside the resulting mushroom clouds 
for several minutes to monitor radia-
tion levels. Much like their Fijian and 
i-Kiribati colleagues, these contribu-
tors were exposed to dangerous levels 
of radiation during and after the tests 
but received delayed or insufficient 
medical care to address their imme-
diate and long-term symptoms and 
illnesses. 

In the second of two interludes 

interspersed between the standard 
chapters, Maclellan presents evidence 
suggesting the British military inten-
tionally exposed service members 
and civilians to radiation to study 
its effects on the human body and 
then quickly took measures to cover 
up that part of the program and to 
deny any connections between British 
nuclear testing and the ill health of test 
participants and their families. The 
final chapters explore the scramble by 
the United States to use Kirimati and 
Johnston (Kalama) Atoll to the south-
west of Hawai‘i to conduct twenty-
four atmospheric nuclear tests, five 
atmospheric air bursts, and nine high-
altitude nuclear tests prior to signing 
the Partial Test Ban Treaty in 1963. 
Here, Maclellan exposes a signifi-
cant yet little known aspect of the US 
nuclear testing program in Oceania, 
including shocking levels of nuclear 
contamination released on and around 
Johnston Atoll following several disas-
trous errors and malfunctions. Ameri-
can service members and contractors 
who were either present during the 
tests or sent in later to clean up the 
contamination experienced similar 
radiation illnesses as those from 
Kiribati, Fiji, Aotearoa/New Zealand, 
and Britain. Meanwhile, the United 
States continued to use Johnston Atoll 
and surrounding waters for nuclear 
and chemical weapons storage and 
disposal until it was decommissioned 
in 2004.

Grappling with the Bomb is an 
important work that offers a pre-
liminary look at a part of Oceania’s 
nuclear history that is often over-
looked. While the book is more jour-
nalistic than academic in approach, 
and its numerous chapters and lengthy 
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block quotes render it repetitive in 
places, Maclellan provides an impor-
tant resource for teachers and an 
avenue for further research and analy-
sis in this area. Significantly, he also 
gives voice to the many and diverse 
Pacific Islander and European families 
and communities whose lives and lega-
cies have been irreparably harmed by 
nuclear weapons and the negligence of 
Western imperial powers—and their 
ongoing struggle for recognition and 
justice.

monica c labriola
University of Hawai‘i–Mānoa

* * *

Found in Translation: Many Meanings 
on a North Australian Mission, by 
Laura Rademaker. Indigenous Pacif-
ics 2. Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i 
Press, 2018. isbn 9780824872656; 
252 pages, illustrations. Hardback, 
us$72.00.

There are hundreds of stories of cross-
cultural encounter between missionar-
ies and Indigenous peoples around the 
world that share themes of disenfran-
chisement, benevolent assimilation, 
and conflicts of language and culture. 
These accounts are often researched, 
written, and retold from the perspec-
tive of the anthropologist, historian, 
linguist, or other academician looking 
to contribute to discourses about 
Indigenous peoples who have been 
imposed on by outsiders. Found in 
Translation by Laura Rademaker 
works to unpack and develop more 
critical interpretations and percep-
tions of what has been learned, talked 
about, alleged, or conspired. 

In this book, Rademaker examines 

encounters between the missionaries 
and the Indigenous Anindilyakwa 
people of Groote Eylandt in Austra-
lia’s Northern Territory, specifically 
focusing on the translations, mis-
translations, and misinterpretations 
between the missionaries and the 
Indigenous people. She “asks how 
Indigenous people have used transla-
tion—of language and culture—to 
maneuver strategically in their engage-
ment with missionaries. . . . It is not 
always clear where misinterpretation 
ends, and evasion begins. So transla-
tion created opportunities for selective 
hearing. Sometimes what was lost in 
translation was better off discarded, 
and what was found was more valu-
able than what either party ever 
intended” (3). Supplemented with 
captioned photos and extensive notes, 
the book’s chapters take the reader 
on a journey through language and 
place, faith and imperialism, interpre-
tation and misinterpretation, song, 
and identity, all against a backdrop of 
Christian expansion that provoked a 
host of challenges in Australia in the 
mid-twentieth century.

There were many missionary 
societies across the Pacific that found 
success in establishing congregations. 
In chapter 1, Rademaker references 
missions in Tonga, New Zealand, 
Sāmoa, Fiji, Rotuma, Vanuatu, New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands, and other 
places in the Pacific to show where 
variations of Christianity infused 
with Indigenous cosmologies spread 
quickly, in contrast to mission 
efforts in Australia specific to the 
Anindilyakwa people. While the mis-
sionaries did not approve of the mixed 
doctrines, they had little control over 
how Christianity was being practiced 


