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NAMIE YAMAMOTO, A KIBEI

ANONYMOUS

A Kibei is an American citizen who is reared in Japan and returns to
America as an adult, The story of Namie Yamamoto, a Kibei, will try to
show how the influences of a Japanese society affected her personality or-
ganization and her adjustment to life in Hawaii. Her story is one of the
many similar stories of Kibeis who have gone through a period in which
they have seen their role and status change in the Japanese community from
one of ‘‘“models’’ to be looked up to as the best example of a japanese for
the Nisei or the second generation, to persons who are often ‘‘finicky,”’
‘““stubborn,”’ ‘‘dogmatic,”’ and ‘“‘waste time’’ when it came to Japanese
customs and values being upheld or carried out.

A young man named Kazuo Yamamoto listened with curiosity to the
stories of Hawaii which were told by those who had worked there as sugar
laborers. These veteran laborers told him of the money they had saved
and of the natural beauty of the islands, Loving adventure and money, Kazuo
Yamamoto, with several other young men, signed a contract agreeing to go
to Hawalii to work on one of the plantations.

Though he worked long and hard, he was not able to save enough
money to go back to Japan as a prospercus man., His struggles to make
money was increased by another responsibility -- marriage. Some older
Japanese people, who found satisfaction with prevailing conditions, planned
to make their home in Hawaii. They influenced Kazuo Yamamoto to marry
and make his home in Hawaii. They even chose his bride for him. They
chose Tama Hashii, who was visiting her married sister on Oahu. Tama’'s
sister was married to a sugar laborer.

This marriage started a family of four girls and a boy. When Mr,
and Mrs. Yamamoto had yet only two children, Mrs. Yamamoto with the two
children left Hawaii for Japan to visit her aged father. Seeing that her
father was lonely, she left the girl, the older of the two children, with her
father. Namie, the name of the child, was then about three years old. Mrs.
Yamamoto returned to Hawaii with only her son. As the years went by, the
Yamamoto family grew and their struggles to make a living increased.
While the family was struggling, the oldest child, Namie was growing up to
be a typical Japanese in contrast to her Americanized sisters and brother.
Her sisters were all attending American schools. The educational systems
of Japan and America made a sharp difference between the personalities of
Namie and the rest of the family. The difference in educational values
brought, later, many disagreements and open conflicts between Namie and
her siblings. While American education emphasized that anyone, rich or
poor can be the President of the United States, Japanese education probably
taught the sacredness of the emperor. Japanese folkways and mores em-
phasized the unquestioned obedience and respect for elders and males.
Namie’s American brother and sisters learned to express themselves freely
and to think intelligently and reasonably.

Namie’s sincerity for the emperor is ironical as can be seen by this
story told by Namie several years after her return to Hawaii. ‘‘One day in
school everyone was excited because there were rumors that the emperor
was going to pass by our school. When the emperor did pass everyone was
prepared. We all had our heads bowed very low until he passed.”’
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