
NAMIE YAMAMOTO, A KIBEI 

ANONYMOUS 

A Kibei is an American citizen who is reared in Japan and returns to 
America as an adult. The story of Namie Yamamoto, a Kibei, will try to 
show how the influences of a Japanese society affected her personality or- 
ganization and her adjustment to life in Hawaii. Her story is one of the 
many similar stories of Kibeis who have gone through a period in which 
they have seen their role and status change in the Japanese community from 

one of “‘models’’ to be looked up to as the best example of a Japanese for 
the Nisei or the second generation, to persons who are often ‘‘finicky,’’ 
“‘stubborn,’’ ‘dogmatic,’ and ‘‘waste time’’ when it came to Japanese 
customs and values being upheld or carried out. 

A young man named Kazuo Yamamoto listened with curiosity to the 
stories of Hawaii which were told by those who had worked there as sugar 
laborers. These veteran laborers told him of the money they had saved 
and of the natural beauty of the islands. Loving adventure and money, Kazuo 
Yamamoto, with several other young men, signed a contract agreeing to go 
to Hawaii to work on one of the plantations. 

Though he worked long and hard, he was not able to save enough 
money to go back to Japan as a prosperous man. His struggles to make 
money was increased by another responsibility -- marriage. Some older 
Japanese people, who found satisfaction with prevailing conditions, planned 

to make their home in Hawaii. They influenced Kazuo Yamamoto to marry 
and make his home in Hawaii. They even chose his bride for him. They | 
chose Tama Hashii, who was visiting her married sister on Oahu. Tama’s 
sister was married to a sugar laborer. 

This marriage started a family of four girls and a boy. When Mr. 
and Mrs. Yamamoto had yet only two children, Mrs. Yamamoto with the two 
children left Hawaii for Japan to visit her aged father. Seeing that her 
father was lonely, she left the girl, the older of the two children, with her 
father. Namie, the name of the child, was then about three years old. Mrs. 
Yamamoto returned to Hawaii with only her son. As the years went by, the 
Yamamoto family grew and their struggles to make a living increased. 
While the family was struggling, the oldest child, Namie was growing up to 
be a typical Japanese in contrast to her Americanized sisters and brother. 
Her sisters were all attending American schools. The educational systems 
of Japan and America made a sharp difference between the personalities of 
Namie and the rest of the family. The difference in educational values 
brought, later, many disagreements and open conflicts between Namie and 
her siblings. While American education emphasized that anyone, rich or 
poor can be the President of the United States, Japanese education probably 
taught the sacredness of the emperor. Japanese folkways and mores em- 
phasized the unquestioned obedience and respect for elders and males, 

Namie’s American brother and sisters learned to exBEASS themselves freely 
and to think intelligently and reasonably. 

Namie’s sincerity for the emperor is ironical as can be seen by this 
story told by Namie several years after her return to Hawaii. ‘‘One day in 
school everyone was excited because there were rumors that the emperor 
was going to pass by our school. When the emperor did pass everyone was 

prepared. We all had our heads bowed very low until he passed.”’ 
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When one of her Americanized sisters heard this story, she asked 
cynically if it were not a great temptation to glance up to see the great 
**Son of God’’ since she may never have the opportunity of seeing the em- 

peror again. 

Her honest answer was, ‘‘Since I was a child, the answer is ‘No.’ I 
had no thought of looking up and I only considered the occasion an honor to 
be bowing before the Tenno Heika (emperor). In fact,’’ she added, ‘‘if I did 
look up, the rest of the people would have been shocked and displeased with 

me. 

The hardships in Hawaii made it difficult for Mrs. Yamamoto to send 
money or presents to her eldest child. The child was entirely dependent on 
her grandfather. When Namie was six years old her grandfather died and 
her grandfather’s brother took over the guardianship. Her great uncle’s 

only child was in Hawaii so his affection was lavished on Namie, and Namie 
gradually considered him as her own grandfather. She did not call him 
‘Uncle’ but called him ‘‘Grandfather.”’ 

At the age of eighteen Namie was asked to return to Hawaii by her 
parents. Since Namie was contented in Japan, she dreaded to leave her 
“Grandfather.’’ She promised herself that her trip to Hawaii was only 
temporary, and she was determined to return to her ‘Grandfather’ as soon 
as she had earned her return fare. On arrival in Hawaii she found her 
family’s financial conditions very meager so she immediately went to work 
as a maid for twenty dollars a month. When she received her first pay- 
check of twenty dollars, she considered herself lucky. She was happy be- 
cause she was inexperienced and did not know any English. 

Hoping and wishing every minute, every hour, every day, to return to 
Japan before her aged ‘‘Grandfather’’ died, she worked for five years. At 
the end of the fifth year she gave up her goal because her ‘‘Grandfather’’ 
died. She worked for four more years, a total of nine years, before she de- 
cided to leave home. Her parents disapproved her plan; they could prevent 
her, They had been trying for many years to find a right husband for her 
but Namie had no intention of marrying. 

What was her relationship with her family besides conflicts and dis- 
agreements? She was very devoted to her brother. She was his obedient 
servant, She believed that her brother was the most important member of 
the family because he was the only one to carry the family name. Most of 
the time she was indifferent to her sisters. There was an age difference of 
sixteen years between her and her youngest sister. The younger sisters 
looked at her with fear and awe. Namie is a dominating type of a person 
who believes everything she says or does is correct since she is the eldest 
in the family. She will not tolerate any remarks opposing her from any 
of her sisters, Namie had no respect for one of her sisters, a college 

graduate, because of this sister’s independent nature. Namie said that her 
sister should not have gone to college because of the family’s financial dif- 
ficulty. When her sister married a Haole it was Namie who openly opposed 

it. Mrs, Yamamoto forgave her daughter but Namie is still trying to in- 
fluence the rest of the family to condemn that sister. 

Her attitude toward the war (World War II) is interesting. During the 
war her only brother joined the 442nd combat team. Was she angry with 
her brother? No, she made every effort to make his life enjoyable in the 
army. She couldn’ t write good English, so she forced one of her sisters to 
write letters for her. She would say what she wanted to say in Japanese and 
depended on her sister for the translation. If her brother wanted some 
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