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NIUMALU 1111NAWILI WILi: · 

Tenants Fight Baek ·to Win! 
"Our Association was organized 

almost two years ago because many 
of us rc-ceived eviction notices from 
our landlorp, the Kanoa Estate . 

• Our landlord wanted to cleat all of 
us off the land, get the land rezo ned, 
and develop a resort. We organized 
ourselves to fight eviction and devel­
opment." 

With these words, Elen Waalani 
described the origin of the Niumalu­
Nawiliwili Tenan~ Association, one 
of the strongest anti-eviction move­
ments in the state. 

Kanoa Estate•~ 132 acres of land 
in the Niumalu-Nawiliwili area of 
Kauai is home of 40 tenant families. 
Most of the familieS' are Hawaiian, 
Pilipino or Japane.se and live on low 
or moderate incomes. Some are 
retirees and pensioners who live on 
fixed incomes. Fishing, crabbing, 
raising livestock, and growing vege,. 
tables are -all part of 'the way of 
life in this commµnity, and some 
even find it essential to survive 
economically. 

'Fhe Estate has tried several times 
since 1969 to get the State Land 
Use Commission to rezone this land 
to urban use. Each time their bid 
was defeatecl because of opposition 
from the -tenants. 

DEVELOPER'S "STUDY" CALLS 
FOR SECOND WAIKIKI 

In April, 1972, because of the 
tenants' sharpening fight against 
th e ~tate's proposed ~ort devel­
opment plans, the Kauai County 
Council decided to do a study of 
the Niumalu-Nawiliwili area. They 
hired Community Planning, Inc., 
George Houghtailing's outfit, to do 
the job. CPI is "the same group 
that planned the development of 
Waiahole-Waikane valleys-a project 
that would ultimately evict or re­
locate a large agricultural co!Dmun­
ity in Windward Oahu. 

The County paid Houghtailing 
$20,000 of the public tax money · 
to be told in October , 1973 that the 
Niumalu lands, near Nawiliwili har­
bor, should be converted from home­
sites for the present "40 .tunilies 
into a big resort-condominium com­
plex. Instead of wasting all that 
t.ax money I the County should nave 

Residents at Niumalu-Nawiliwili 'have learned that "In Unity There Is Strength". photo- Ed Greevy 

----------------------------------------------just aslted Kanoa Estate for it.s 
develop~ent plans! The County's 
studycalledforessentjallythesame 
type of development the Estate 
has been proposing over the years. 

More speciijcally, the plan called 
for a canoe club, yacht club (how 
many local people can afford 
yachts?), out.door ente rtainm ent 
(8IJ1phitheatre), and small businesses 
{$peeiaity shops, souvenir shops, 
rest.aurants and boat rentals)-in oth­
er words, another Waikiki for the 
rich tourist.s. 

TENANTS' STUDY SHOWS REAL 
SITUATION 

'J!o oppose Houghtailing's ridicu­
lous and worthless plan, the tenants 
decided to do a study on their own. 
Ttie tenant.s' stu ay, researched and 
written by themselves and their -
supporters, centered on the people-­
their lifestyle, togetherness, tradi­
tions, needs and love for the land. 
It ~so brought together for the 
first time all-important data on 
housing, incomes, land, water avail­
ability, flood and tsunami dangers 
and recreational need& and oppor­
tunities provided. by the Kauai 
Canoe club centered in Niumalu. 

Houghtailing's "stgdy" cost tqe 
taxpayers $20,000, for which the 
County received only a few copies •. 
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Th~ tenants' study was entirely 
produced with volunteer labor and 
five hundred copies were given out 
freely to the community. In Ms. 
Waalani's words, "Because we made 
our own study, and especially be­
cause we organized a lot of support 
for our study and against the Coun­
ty's, that d~elopment ,plan went 
down the cb'ain." 

ESTATE TRIES TO DIVIDE 
THE TENANTS 

Historically, one of the tactics 
the ruling -class has used to keep 
the people under control is to keep 
them divided and fighting each 
other. The bosses on Hawaii's 
plantations used to do this by 
paying workers ffom different 
ethnic backgrounds different wages. 
Therefore, the Chinese would be 
fighting the Japanese, and the 
Japanese woula fight the Pilipinos, 
etc .-and by doing this they fa,iled 
to see their real enemy-the plan­
tation bosses . 

The Estate has used the same 
tactics. They offered Stanfo rd Achi, 
one of the strongest leaders of the 
tenant.s, a house in another one of 
their developmenu, for him and his 
family. However, when he found 
none · of his neighbors were offered 
the same deal, he quickly refuse(l. 

Another trick the Estate tried 
to pull was to issue eviction notices 
to only a few of the tenants, hoping 
again to confuse . divide and weaken 
them. But they stood firmly united, 
seeing that an injury to one is an 
injury to all. 

PART OF A LARGER 
PROBLEM 

Summing up the situation, Ms. 
Waalani saio, "What this boils down 
to is that our particular eviction 
problem may 'be unique in certain 
ways, but basically it's part of a 
larger problem. That problem is that 
working people get the short end 
of almost any deal around, whether 
it's with housing, education, employ­
ment or anything else." 

The members of the Niumalu­
Nawiliwili Tenants ' Association have 
withsteod many attacks from their 
profit-seeking landlord. Their strug­
gle is an inspiration to us all. In 
their example we can see that by 
uniting and standing firm against 
our enemies we will win victories, 
as they have and will continue 
to do. 

Niumalu tenants grow mucli of their own foo"il. Here Eustachio Ocso shows 
h~ bean crop to Stanford Achi, qssociation leader. iihoto- Ed GrNYY 
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