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GOD-GIVEN
TALENT

Warrior Jacob Patek embraces
God in his starting role

courtey of UHAA

News | Page 3

By Kiyomi Ueda
Ka Leo Staff Reporter

Saturday’sgameagainstNew
Mexico State University gave
University of Hawai'i junior strong
safety Jacob Patek the chance to
show everyone watching why he
deserved his starting position.

Inthesecond quarter, Patek
knocked the ball out of the
hands of New Mexico State’s
Nick Cleaver in the end zone,
preventing a touchdown and a
tied score between the Warriors
and the Aggies.

Patek hasexcelledin his start-
ing role. He is fifth in tackles with
26 and has played in all of UH’s
games this season.

Those who religiously fol-
low Warrior football by now
have noticed that Patek is
a fresh face for the Warrior
defense. This is Patek’s first

year at UH, following two sea-
sons at Blinn Junior College in
his home state of Texas.

“I started when | was a fresh-
man in high school,” Patek said.
“I always went to a private school
growing up, and we didn't have
any sports except for basketball,
and [it] wasn't my sport. | wanted
to play other sports like baseball
and football”

Unlike recreational athletes,
Patekknewthathewantedtocon-
tinue playing football during his
college years. According to him,
footballis the ultimate team sport,
andbeingacompetitor,hedoesn't
thinkhe couldgetthroughcollege
without the kind of competition
that college football brings.

After high school, Patek went
to a junior college because he
hadnotbeenrecruitedextensively.

See Patek, page 7
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Hawai'i Warrior Leonard Peters enters the game against the Las Vegas Rebels before
their football game on Saturday, September 16, 2006 in Honolulu.

place in WAC .
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Female victim said
male thief looked like
a typical student

By Matthew K. Ing
Ka Leo News Editor

He didn’t look like a robber.
He didn't even look like a criminal
in his designer shorts and T-shirt.
He just looked like a typical stu-
dent walking to campus.

So University of Hawai’i
at Manoa senior Tanyah Tavorn
wasn’t worried as she sat at the
bus stop atthe corner of University
Avenue and Dole Street at 11:30
p.m. Monday evening, waiting to
go home after a night of rehearsal
at Kennedy Theatre. She barely
noticedthemanasheturnedaround
and crossedthestreetcomingback
towards her.

Tavorn was more worried
about the unkempt woman sleep-

ing on the bench next to her.

As she got off her cell phone
and putitin her shoulder bag, the
man grabbed the bag from herand
ran down University and to the
steps of the Buddhist Center next
door.

“Ilwould have expected itfrom
a different type of person,” Tavorn
said, “but he just looked like a nor-
mal student. He wasn't suffering.
It didn't look like he needed any
money.”

After flagging down a pass-
ing police officer five minutes
later, Tavorn described the man as
being “in his twenties, Caucasian,
alittle on the heavy side and about
average height” She said that he
was well dressed and “not at all
scruffy.”

Tavornsaidthathercellphone,
checkbook, school work and wal-
let were stolen with her bag. Her
credit cards, school identification
and bus pass were all inside of the
wallet. With no bus pass and no
way home, she caughtaride with a

JOEY TRISOLINI « Ka Leo O Hawart

Tanyah Tavorn, a UH student, had her purse ripped from her hands late Monday evening while
waiting for the bus on the corner of Dole Street and University Avenue.

police officerand slept ata friend’s
house in Waikiki.

Before canceling her credit
cards later that night, she learned
that the man had filled a tank of

gasoline at the Wilder Street 7-
Eleven after buying a few items
from the convenience store.

That same night the thief
attemptedtomakea$5,000charge

Student mugged on University and Dole

to the card, but was denied.

“I didn't think he needed it,
Tavorn said. “If it was a homeless
person, | would have understood.
But he’s just too lazy to go out and
getajobtoearnmoneyon hisown.
Unless he was just doing it for fun.
But, either way, | was mad.”

If found and arrested, the man
could be charged with a theft felo-
ny and possibly fraud, according to
HPD officer J. Okumura. The case
is still pending.

In 2004, there were about 432
cases of thefts and six robberies
reportedinthe Manoaarea,accord-
ingtoHonolulu Police Department
beat statistics.

“Of course, they're not going
to make themselves look like
criminals when they're trying to
mug you,” Okumura said. “When
you're alone at night, especially as
afemale, you need to look around.
Criminals target people who are
alone”

See Thief, page 3

‘Golden Scholars’ kick off homecoming block party

By David Pham
Associate Features Editor

Forstudents who just finished
midterms and are looking for a
place to celebrate, there will be a
free block party at Murphy’s Bar
and Grill in downtown Honolulu,
organized by the University of
Hawai‘i Alumni Association.

The UHAA Homecoming
Block Party is open to the public
and will showcase live music by
Lalea, Imua, the Sam Kapu Trio
and others.

Since UH’s 100th anniver-
saryisapproaching,alongwiththe
addition of a homecoming game,
the UHAA considered it a great

time to hold the fest.
“Homecoming is a time to
celebrate our UH bond with good

Ho'onua makes
the crowd dance
at the concert held
for homecoming
weekend at the
Campus Center last
year. (photo/Joey
Trisolini)

JOEY TRISOLINI
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friends and good times,” said
Kevin Takamori, UHAA execu-

tive director. “With UH’s 100-

year anniversary in 2007 quickly
approaching,wewantthiseventto
inaugurateanannualhomecoming
tradition that will express the tre-
mendous pride people have in the
university. Murphy’s Bar & Grill
is the perfect place.”

UHAA is the official alumni
association of the UH system, rep-
resenting graduates from all 10
campusesandsupportingoutreach
to over 30 regional, special inter-
estand collegechaptersfromthese
campuses. UHAA sponsors special
events and programs for its mem-
bers and current UH students, and
generally promotes opportunities
fornetworking, professionaldevel-
opment and lifelong learning.

“Alumni are one of our great-
est resources and strongest advo-
cates for the university,” Takamori
said.”There are more than 200,000
living graduates of our 10-campus
system,and 140,000 alumnireside
in Hawai‘i. We deeply appreciate
theirsupport,and dedicate home-
coming week to them.”

On the following day, Oct. 28,
there will be a Warriors football
game against the University of
Idaho Vandals at Aloha Stadium,
sponsored by the UHAA and ESPN
1420 AM. The kickoff is set for
6:05 p.m., with a special pre-game
ceremony honoring the 1956 UH
alumni, the “Golden Scholars.”

The block party runs from 6
to 10 p.m. All food and beverage
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sales at Murphy’s will benefit the
UHAA. Members of the UHAA
will receive two homecoming
football tickets for the price of
one — the cut-off is eight tickets.
ID is required to purchase tickets
in advance at the Stan Sheriff
Center Box Office or at the Aloha
Stadium Box Office.
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Campus

Compiled by Dannah Gonzales

Tuesday, October 17

2:12 p.m. - A student found his
reportedly stolen bike by the
Saunders Hall bike rack.

2:28 p.m.-Two people were report-
edly having sex in the second floor
Keller Hall's women's restroom.
Campus Security did not find any-
one there.

2:56 p.m. - A man confronted a stu-
dent about the ownership of a bike;
both claimed it as theirs.

5:50 p.m. — A man carrying maga-
zines was asking for money at the
zone 20 parking structure.

6:15 p.m. — A baseball shattered a
car's window near the stadium.

10:02 p.m. — The Sonitrol alarm
indicated signs of crashing sounds
inside the cashier’s office. Campus
Security did not find any problems
at 10:16 p.m.

Wednesday, October 18

12:42 a.m. - A resident was hit by
a water balloon in the Hale Aloha
courtyard.

1:02 a.m. — An individual informed
Campus Security that an injury he'd
received on his way to work had
worsened.

3:14 a.m. - Parking guards reported
an erratic driver that hit a barricade
in the zone 20 parking structure.

9:40 a.m. - A woman reported a
fraudulent check.

11:58 a.m. — A Campus Center staff
memberreportedawomantrespass-
ing. Campus Security did not find
her.

12:26 p.m. - A counterfeit bus pass
was reported by Campus Center
staff.

1:55 p.m. - Campus Center staff
membersreportedawomanharass-
ing Sodexho personnel in the
courtyard. She left before Campus
Security arrived.

3:07 p.m. - A Hale Noelani res-
ident’s ex-boyfriend was outside
her dormitory room banging on the
door.

3:14 p.m.-Campus Security located
the resident’s ex-boyfriend outside
the apartment. No complaints were
filed; the man was advised to stay
away from the room and complied.

Thursday, October 19

11:59 p.m. — A man and woman
were found in a car parked near the
Gateway House bike rack. Campus
Securityaskedthemtoleaveandthey
complied.

1:09 p.m. - The Campus Center staff
membersthatreportedanearliercase
ofatroublesomewomancomplained
ofthesamewomancausingproblems
in front of one of the rooms. A tres-
pass warning was issued.

2:00 p.m. - A student that had a hurt
ankle requested transportation.

10:23 p.m. - Athletic staff members
reported a woman having a seizure

in the Fitness Center.

Friday, October 20

11:40 p.m. — A Hale Noelani resi-
dent witnessed a hit-and-run to a
parked vehicle.

8:30 a.m. — A student’s mother
called to ask what her daughter
could do about an ex-boyfriend fol-
lowing heraround campus.Campus
Security advised the daughter to
file a report to the Honolulu Police
Departmentandtosecurity and talk
with Queen Lili'uokalani Women's
Center staff.

12:10 p.m. - A student reported an
ex-boyfriend continually harassing
her on campus. She was escorted to
the Women'’s Center and called the
Honolulu Police Department.

7:47 p.m. - Hale Wainani staff mem-
bers reported they evicted aresident
andwantedatrespasswarningissued
against him.

8:53 p.m. — Two men were reported
walking around the Hawai'‘i Institute
of Geophysics building carrying
around bolt cutters and tools.

9:00 p.m. - Campus Security identi-
fied the two men carrying around
tools as students filming for a class
project.

Saturday, October 21

3:38 a.m. — A student reported a
window broken on a vehicle parked
behind the Hale Aloha Cafeteria.

Sunday, October 22

2:01 a.m. - Campus Security saw
people on the top of the Hale Aloha
Ilima Tower roof.

Monday, October 23

1:32 a.m. - Campus Security report-
ed residents of Hale Noelani were
smoking.

2:00 p.m. — The Honolulu Police
Department was notified that forged
checks had been found on campus.

9:07 p.m. - A caller from Hale Manoa
reported a large pumpkin thrown
from the upper floors to smash the
hood of a car below. The Honolulu
Police Department was notified.

Tuesday, October 24

9:55 p.m. — Hale Wainani staff mem-
bers requested that Campus Security
issue a trespass warning against a
resident in the process of moving to
another dormitory.

Wednesday, October 25

12:14 am. - A group of people were
found on the second floor of the Pacific
OceanScienceandTechnologybuilding.
Campus Security asked them to leave
and they complied.

1:11 p.m. — Campus Security reported
that a man was banging on an ATM
machineslocated atthe Campus Center.

1:12 p.m. — A check fraud was reported
to Campus Security.

1:54p.m.—Astudentreportedthataman
that was drunk was disrupting class.

Thief

From page 2

Okumura said that Tavorn
did the right thing in staying
calm and trying to get an accu-
rate description of the thief.
Furthermore, calling an officer
soon after the incident allows
for a much higher chance of
actuallyfindingthe perpetrator,
he said.

“Time is the essence/
Okumura said. “If everything
is conducted in a timely fash-
ion, the odds are pretty good
of catching the guy. The sooner
you can tell an officer, the soon-
er we can put out an [alert] to
other officers in the area.”

Okumura said that, while
peopleshouldtravelingroupsat
night, asking Campus Security
for an escort is an option.
Campus Security offers a free
escort service to students and
faculty members in and around
campus.

The chances of a similar
incidenthappeningtootherstu-
dents are“few and far between,”
Okumurasaid, butTavornthinks
that this could happen to any-
one.

“Now that | think about it,”
Tavorn said, “there’s actually
a pretty good chance that this
could happen to someone else.
After all, I'm not the only per-
son who catches the bus late at
night”

Although she only had a
few dollars in her purse, Tavorn
hopes that the thief will be
apprehended soon.

“I work hard for what little
money | have,” she said, “and
he can do the same’”

WEATHER FORECAST

By lan Whittle & Cacey Christiansen
Senior Meteorology Students

WHITTLE

Thursday:

High/Low: 85/74. Mostly
sunny with scattered

/ windward and mauka
showers. Trade winds at
10-20 mph.

Friday:

High/Low: 85/70. Mostly
- sunny with scattered
/ windward and mauka
showers. Trade winds at
10-20 mph.

Saturday:

High/Low: 86/74. Partly
cloudy with scattered
/‘ windward and mauka
/ showers. Trade winds at
10-20 mph.

<I»

General weather trend:

CHRISTIANSEN

Sunday:

High/Low: 85/73.
~ Mostly sunny with
/ scattered windward
~ and mauka showers.
Variable winds up to 10
mph.

Monday:

High/Low: 85/73. Mostly
sunny with scattered

/ windward and mauka
showers. Variable winds
up to about 10 mph.

Tuesday:

High/Low: 85/73. Mostly
sunny with scattered

; / windward and mauka

' showers. Variable winds
up to about 10 mph.

Scattered windward and mauka showers and weakening winds due to a low pressure

system developing NE of the island chain.

Wala‘au

Look for Wala‘au in Monday’s issue. Both columnists, Larissa Eisenstein and Seth
Char, will give their advice on dating after college ... for the first time.

Submit your questions on sex, relationships and love to walaau@kaleo.org.
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Football Advances

KA LEO LIBRARY ARCHIVE - Ka Leo O Hawart

Warrior running back Nate Ilaoa runs over UNLV defenders in Hawaii's first home game this season at Aloha Stadium. llaoa and the Warriors hope to extend their four game winning streak
this weekend against the Vandals of Idaho University

By Rebecca Gallegos
Ka Leo Sports Reporter

When the University of Hawai‘i
football team meets the University of
Idaho Vandals this Saturday at Aloha
Stadium, both teams will be in search
of sole possession of second place in
the Western Athletic Conference. The
outcome of this weekend'’s contest will
likely eliminate one of the teams from
title contention.

“If you lose two [games in con-
ference] it's over; you can go home,
said UH defensive coordinator Jerry
Glanville. “Whoever loses this one is
out of the WAC championship.”

The two teams are currently tied
for second in the WAC with a 3-1 con-
ference record. Both programs’ con-
ference losses have come from Boise
State University, who in recent years
has dominated the WAC, winning four
straight conference titles.

Furthermore, while Hawai'i only
needs to win two more games to be
eligible for the Sheraton Hawai‘i Bowl
— Hawai‘i is offered an invite, if they
are bowl eligible, by winning half of
their season’s games — Idaho may
have little chance of reaching a bowl
game if they finish lower than second
in the WAC.

“This game basically determines
if there is still hope for the WAC title,”
said Warrior wideout Davone Bess.
“Boise State still has to lose, but this
is pretty much like a championship
game!”

Warriors and Vandals battle for second place
positions in the Western Athletic Conference

UH returns to Aloha Stadium
after winning back-to-back games on
the road for the first time since 1992
(Oregon and Air Force). The Warriors
arealsoridingtheirfirstfour-gamewin-
ning streak since 2003, when Hawai'i
finished 9-5 and ended the year with a
triple-overtimevictoryagainstHouston
in the Sheraton Hawai‘i Bowl.

The Vandals, prior to their most
recent contest versus Boise State, were
undefeated in the WAC, defeating
Utah State University, New Mexico
State University and Louisiana Tech
University by an average of 12.7
points. After traveling to Hawai'i,
Idaho competes in only three more
games this season, two of which they’ll
play at home. UH has to play one
more road game against Utah State
University before capping off their sea-
sonwithafour-gamehomestretchthat
will feature WAC opponents Louisiana
Tech University and San Jose State
University, along with non-confer-
enceopponentsPurdueUniversityand
Oregon State University.

Based on Hawaii’s and Idaho’s
games last weekend, fourth-quarter
play could be a pivotal factor in the
outcome of this weekend'’s match-up.

UH scored 21 points in the final
quarter last week at New Mexico
State, leading to a 19-point victory.
Idaho, however, trailed Boise State by
only two points with seven minutes
remaininginthe game.ButtheVandals
allowed the Broncos to score two con-

secutive touchdowns, resulting in a
16-point loss.

UH, who led Nevada 41-21 in
the fourth quarter earlier this season,
allowed the Wolfpack to come back
and narrow the deficit to 41-34, before
finally securing the victory.

“[In the fourth quarter], you have
to hangin, fightand compete because
you never know what'’s going to hap-
pen,” remarked Warrior head coach
June Jones. “You might [think] you
have [the game] locked up and end up
losing. You have to play all the way."

Hawai'i can attribute their most
recent success to several athletes’
career-highs. On the defensive end,
Melila Purcell, Solomon Elimimian,
Adam Leonard and Myron Newberry
are coming off of personal bests in
tackles, with eight, 14, 11 and 10,
respectively.

“[The defense is] unique for their
hustle and their hitting,”Glanville said.
“They are second to no one in those
aspects.”

Furthermore, WAC Player of
the Week honors went to Purcell and
Ross Dickerson. Dickerson racked up
283 all-purpose yards against New
Mexico State University and has led
the Warriors in receiving for the past
two games. Purcell added three sacks
against NMSU, including a forced
fumble.

“It feels good,” Purcell said, “but
| really think that our entire defense
should have gotten it

Once again, Hawaii's renowned

run-and-shoot offense will be chal-
lenged, this time by Idaho linebacker
David Vobora, who ranks second in
the WAC and fourth nationally with
an average of 11.4 tackles per game.
The Vandals, however, are currently
allowingapproximately30.2 pointsper
game, while UH is averaging just over
42 points per game on offense.

Offensively, theVandals are led by
senior quarterback Steven Wichman.
In last year’s contest, the UH defense
wreaked havoc on the Idaho offense,
as the Vandals recorded a season-low
153 yards. Included were three quar-
terback sacks for minus 23 yards in the
Warrior’s 24-0 victory.

However, last year, a different
coach was at the helm for Idaho, and
this year’s team, led by former NFL
coach Dennis Erickson, has been much
more competitive.

“[ldaho has been] sound in all
phases of the game,” Jones said.

This Saturday’s contest will high-
light two former NFL head coaches in
UH's Jones and Ul's Erickson. Their
only collegiate meeting prior to this
game was in the 1999 O‘ahu Bowl,
when Erickson’s Oregon State Beavers
suffered a 23-17 loss at the hands of
Jones’ Warriors. That victory came at
the end of Jones'first season with UH,
capping off the biggest single-season
turnaround in NCAA history.

“[Erickson] coached in the NFL/
Bess said, “so he knows what he's
doingand will definitely bring histeam
out here ready to play.”’




On the road again for the last

By Kiyomi Ueda
Ka Leo Staff Reporter

The season-ending road trip
for the University of Hawai'i
soccer team begins tomorrow.
The Rainbow Wahine will play
University of Nevada, Reno, on
Friday and then travel to Fresno
State University Sunday for their
final game of the season.

“We've got two big games
and then we go into the [Western
Athletic Conference] tournament,”
said UH head coach Pinsoom
Tenzing, “which is what we're
looking forward to right now.”

Friday’s game against fourth-
place Nevada should be intriguing,
both offensively and defensively.
Nevadahashad29totalgoalsthissea-
son, more than FSU and the Rainbow
Wahine.Inaddition Nevadamade 59
saves in WAC play this season and
has only allowed 18 goals.

Sunday’s game against co-WAC
leader FSU should pit the ‘Bows
against a defensively stronger team
than Nevada. The Bulldogs have had
87 total saves this season and have
not allowed a single goal in WAC
play. The Bulldogs have the fewest
goals scored of the three teams, only
18, buttheir defensive statistics make
up for their lack of scores.
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Soccer Advances

Team WACRec.

Rainbow Wahine 23
Nevada Wolf Pack 2-2-1
Fresno State Bulldogs ~ 4-0-1

“We play different types of
teams,’ said Hawai'i junior defend-
er Koren Takayama. “And | think
Fresno (State University) is going to
be one of the hardest teams we've
played against.’

Nevada forward Karen Zmirak
leads the Wolf Pack with 10 goals,
three of which were game-win-
ners. Fresno State forward Cortney
Sobrero has five goals this season,
three less than Rainbow Wahine for-
wards Taryn Fukuroku and Kelli-
Anne Chang.

The last two games of the
season leave the Rainbow Wahine
shorthanded on players due toinju-
ry.One of these players is midfielder
Kelly McCloskey, who is out due to
atorn ACL.

“Il be at WAC champion-
ships,” McCloskey confirmed. “My
trainer, however, won't let me go to
the Fresno, Nevada trip.’

Despite the loss of players to
injury, the Rainbow Wahine remain

Overall Rec. Saves

8-8-2 46
9-4-3 59
10-5-2 87

positive about their ability to come
back, as they did during their final
home game against San Jose State
University.

“We were down 3-0, and we
came back and scored two goals in
just a matter of minutes, Takeyama
said. I think that it shows that we
have heartand we can comeback.So
I think with that attitude, we're going
to do fine”

Even though she won't be
traveling with the Rainbow Wahine,
McCloskey feels that the team needs
to play together as one.

“Everybody right now is play-
ing individually,’” McCloskey said.
“It's kind of not working out”

Takeyama feels that the next
twogameswillbetough,buttheteam
will just have to focus, try hard and
work with what they have.

If all goes well, the Rainbow
Wahine will earn a spot in the WAC
tournament next week.

time

JORDAN MURPH « Ka Leo O Hawar'

Rainbow Wahine Koren Takeyama high fives teammate Shawn Higa before their soccer
game against the San Jose State Spartans on Sunday, October 22 in Waipio. The Rainbow
Wahine will close the regular season with two games on the road.
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Don't hate—I'm just a hungry
baby nursing on a needy, lactating
breast of cash.

Great.. . I'll take
twice the usual
amount.

I really haven't been looking for
him. I bought extra last time.
Pays to be prepared.

East shores: 1-2+.
South shores: 1-3 through Sunday.

North shores: 2-4 with slight increase
Sunday.

West shores: 1-2.
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Surf heights are measured from the back ...

Hawaiian style
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Source: NOAA (http://www.prh.noaa.
gov/hnl)

UV Index: 7
Uncle lan says to wear your sunscreen!
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What: 16th Annual Tournament; Hawai'i
Lacrosse Invitational

Where: Kapi‘olani Park
When: October 27 — 29, 2006
Divisions:

« Wahine (Women’s Elite) —
teams

approx. 12

« Kane (Men's Elite) — approx. 16 teams

*Two local teams consisting of some
University of Hawai'i students: Da Kine
(younger guys), Koa (veterans who have
been here a while)

+ Men’s Masters (33 years and up)

+ Men's Supermasters (40 years and up)

Weekend Lacrosse Info*

Invitational Info:
-Roughly 15 to 20 players on each team

-Masters and Supermasters only division
to start play on Friday

-Kane and Wahine will start Saturday
morning

-All teams guaranteed at least four games

-Championship games late Sunday
afternoon

-All players of each competing team must
be members of U.S. lacrosse and can reg-
ister online at http://www.uslacrosse.org

Social events that accompany the
tournament:

« Friday night, 6 to 9 p.m., welcoming

party at Tiki’s, ResortQuest Waikiki
Beach Hotel

« Sunday night, 8:30 p.m., closing party
at LuLu's Surf Club at the Park Shore
Waikiki Hotel

Comments about the tournament from
UH sophomore Mark Seichi Toguchi:

“This tournament gives lacrosse
players from Hawai'i the chance to play
against some of the world’s best players.
Three of the teams entered in the tourna-
ment are comprised mostly of major
league lacrosse players. It's a chance to see
the fastest game on two feet.”

See Ka Leo next week for more information
about the tournament and how to get
involved with lacrosse on campus

Patek

From page 1

After two seasons at Blinn JC, UH
began to recruit Patek.

“When the fall semester was
starting to come to an end,” Patek
said, “like the last couple of weeks, is
when they started talking to me. So it
was kind of late, but it's good.”

Despite late recruitment, Patek
chosetoattend UHbecause hefeltthe
coaches here were honest with him
and kept the offer available for him.

“Overall,” Patek said, “l think
this is where God wanted me to be”

Defensive coordinator Jerry
Glanville feels Patek has exceeded
the expectations set for him by the
coaches.

“For a guy that has played junior
college linebacker,” Glanville said,
“to play that well and change posi-
tions to safety, he's done a real good
job. He plays harder [and] he plays
better than what he is”

Glanville also feels Patek does
not have potential — in a good way.

“Potential means you've got
something and you're not using it,"
Glanville said. “[Patek] is the oppo-
site; he's using more than he has.
We gave him a gallon of gas, and he
burns up two gallons.”

While Patek did not have any
Division I-A experience, he still won

a starting job over Brad Kalilimoku
duringtheoff-season.Patekhasstart-
ed every game this season at strong
safety and has earned praise from his
teammates.

“He's easy to work with, he
listens,” said Leonard Peters, who
plays free safety opposite of Patek.
“Anytime you play safety, you have
tobeonthesamepage,playthesame
coverageandplaythesamedefensive
call,and he’s good on listening to me
because I'm the vet right now.”

Although Patek’s major is soci-
ology, he would like to become a
college football coach one day, and
he believes that football will always
be a part of his life.

“Hopefully, [I will] be a coach

and just give back to everybody,’

Patek said, “give to younger kids,
the way my coaches have given to
me, and help them to mature.Imean,
everybody hasthatdream ofgoingto
the NFL ... but if that doesn’t happen,
then | would be content””

Patek said his decision to study
sociology was influenced by his
mother’s career choice.

He is also very spiritual, having
grown up in a religious household.

“Religion is pretty much my life.
I mean, God is my life,” Patek said.
“It's not religion. It's God, and | give
[God] all the praise.”

Although some of his religious
views were instilled by his parents,
Patek says he has developed his own
views, too, and he feels everyone

should do the same.

“I got a lot from my parents,’

Patek said. “But as you grow up, you
have to develop your own beliefs and
your own thoughts, what you think is
rightand what you thinkis wrong.Your
parentsare moldingyou, butthey can’t
read the Bible for you. They can pray
foryou, but they can’t feed you spiritu-
ally. Only God can do that”

Coming from Texas, Patek had
to find a new church to attend while
enrolled at UH.

“ go to Campus Ministry right
down here on lower campus,’ he
said. “There are a lot of athletes and
some other students ... It's a pretty
good service!”

Patek has used his religious
beliefs to bond with other players.
He said that on plane rides to away
games, he and other players get
together to have Bible studies. At
home they meet in the coach’s office
to have the study.

“We just try to fellowship,

Patek said, “and be together and be
in the Word together”

Aside from sharing his religious
beliefs with his fellow teammates,
Patek wears his religion on his sleeve.
Hehasatattooaroundhisforearmthat
means “Jesus Christ”in Aramaic.

“It's supposedly the origi-
nal language that Jesus spoke,”
Patek said of his tattoo. “So |
thoughtmaybeitwouldseem cool.
Everybody would ask me about it;
it would break the ice.”




