
A COMPARISON OF HAWAIIAN AND MAINLAND 
ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE NEGRO 

Richard A. Kalish 

INTRODUCTION: 

Newcomers to Hawaii are known to marvel at the local climate, 
beaches, foliage, and shops. They also find themselves surprised to find no 

apparent signs of racial prejudice, segregation, or discrimination. Long- 

time residents of the Islands tend to take the scenic wonders for granted 

and to accept the racial attitudes as the ultimate in non-prejudicial living. 

However, people with more awareness recognize that Hawaii, whatever its 

scenic and tourist attractions, falls far short of being non-prejudiced. 

Because of the great pride taken by Hawaii’s residents when speaking 

of their home and because of the grotesque stories which come from Main- 
land newspapers and other communication sources, Hawaii is often touted 

as being a racial paradise. Some local people gloss over the few published 

incidents which indicate racial prejudice and ignore the day-to-day signs 
of prejudice. 

The attitudes of local people towards the various racial groups which 

constitute its population have been a frequent subject of research, some of 
it published, much of it remaining unpublished. One racial group, the 

American Negro, however, has not been the subject of very much research, 
although Mainland Negroes have been the focus of literally volumes of 
psychological and sociological research. 

There are several probable reasons for this lack of interest in the 

local Negro population, the main one likely being the relatively small num- 
ber of local Negro inhabitants. Another possible factor is that land of 
familial origin is often more important in indicating ‘‘in-group’’ background 
then is color or race in the anthropological sense. 

Lloyd Leel published an account of the Negro status in Hawaii as it 
existed shortly after World War Il, and this seems to remain a definitive 
work, in spite of subsequent alterations in attitudes and living conditions 
of local negroes. 

Historically, as Lee points out, the Negroes did play a definite role in 
the development of Hawaii, although records are sparse and confused. Con- 
temporaneously, the Negro has appeared to fit well into the local society 
and has received a minimum of discrimination in terms of housing, service, 
employment, etc. According to one prominent member of the local chapter 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the or- 
ganization was disbanded due, largely, to lack of a felt need on the part of 
the local population; a more recent movement to gather together Negroes 
has met with most response from newcomers to the Islands and has been 
largely ignored by the older and more permanent residents. 

Research on attitudes towards the Negro has shown that, although the 
Negro is better accepted in Hawaii than he is on the Mainland, this race is 

1. Lee, Lloyd L., Brief Analysis of the Role and Status of the Negro 
in the Community, Amer. Soc. Rev XIII (1948) p. 419-437, A Master's Thesis. 
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still ‘‘low man on the local racial totem pole’’ and out-marriages to Ameri- 

can Negroes are more frowned upon than out-marriages to any other local 

racial group.2 

Since the magazines, movies, and other information-communication 
media are largely the same in Hawaii as on the Mainland, it also appears 

that many of the common stereotypes concerning the Negroes are aS pre- 

valent in Hawaii as on the Mainland, although less so. It is important to 
realize, however, that the kamaaina Negroes in Hawaii are not always 

lumped with the more recent residents regarding these stereotypes. They 

are accepted as ‘“‘local’’ and little is made of their Negro affiliation. Fre- 

quently, in a fashion similar to that discussed by Drake and Cayton, 3 mem- 
bers of this latter look upon any problems concerning Negroes recently 

arrived as affecting them via the ’guilt by association’ channel and resent 
the intrusion of the newcomers as a force possibly disturbing their already- 
achieved integration into Island life. 

In addition to communication media, another possible--and as yet un- 
measured--source of racial discrimination comes as a result of tourists 

from Southern states prefering not to be accommodated in hotels which are 

open to the colored races. This has occurred in other tourist areas of 

North America and there is no reason to believe that Hawaii will remain 

immune. 

PURPOSE: 

It seemed of interest in connection with the local Negro situation (the 

word ‘problem’ is consciously avoided, since no particular ‘problem’ exists 

at present) to learn of the relative regard accorded the Negro by comparable 

local and Mainland non-Negro groups. This would be a beginning in the 

scientific understanding of differences between Hawaiian and Mainland atti - 
tidues towards the Negro, thus placing the local feeling in some perspective. 

At the same time, it would give an indication of what local feeling is in 

general. 

INSTRUMENT: 

To this end, an attitude scale of feelings regarding the Negro has been 

administered to two local groups of college students and one Mainland 

group. (See below for explanation of groups.) 

The scale consists of twenty-one items concerning the feelings of the 

testee to Negroes. The test is merely a series of statements to which the 

respondent is to reply in terms of ‘‘Strongly Agree,’’ ‘‘Agree,’’ ‘‘?,’’ “Dis- 

agree,’’ and ‘‘Strongly Disagree.’’ (A twenty-third item was dropped in the 

final tabulation due to conclusion of interpretation.) Of the twenty-two 

statements, ten were so stated that the response “‘Strongly Disagree’’ would 

indicate higher acceptance of the Negro; twelve, that ‘‘Strongly Agree’’ 

would show greater acceptance. 

The scale was originally constructed for use with Mainland university 

students and did not always specify ‘‘Negro,’’ but frequently referred to 

‘“‘eolored.’? Because of the numerous non-Negro residents of Hawaii who 

2 Dole, Arthur, unpublished research. 
3 Drake, St. C. & Horace R. Cayton, Black Metropolis (New York: 

Harcourt Brace & Co., 1945). 
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